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Reed Hjelle Named NSIC Player of the Year
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BURNSVILLE, Minn. – University of Minnesota Crookston baseball player Reed Hjelle (Jr., 1B, East Grand Forks,

Minn.) was named Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC) Player of the Year for the 2018 season. The

news was released during the afternoon of Tues., May 8 by the NSIC office. Hjelle is the first player in program

history to earn the distinguished accolade. Hjelle is the second player in school history to earn a specialty award

for the NSIC joining Jake Poehler, who earned NSIC Freshman of the Year in 2008.

Hjelle is only the fourth student-athlete in school history to earn NSIC Player of the Year honors for any sport,

joining Branden Schwartz of men's golf in 2002, Jessica Forsline of women's basketball in 2001, and Gable

Smith of men's basketball in 2017-18. Schwartz was NSIC Men's Golfer of the Year, Forsline earned NSIC Player of

the Year, while Smith was NSIC Defensive Player of the Year.

Hjelle had a phenomenal season at the plate as the East Grand Forks native hit .436 on the season with 38 runs

scored, 19 doubles, five triples, 10 home runs and 50 RBIs. Hjelle led the NSIC in batting average (at least 100 at-

bats), hits, doubles, home runs, total bases, on-base percentage and slugging percentage. He was second in

the league for RBIs and triples. Hjelle performed well in NSIC play as he hit .389 with 11 doubles, three triples,

seven home runs and 22 RBIs. He was a two-time NSIC Player of the Week selection. In addition, Hjelle earned

National Collegiate Baseball Writer's Association (NCBWA) Central Region Player of the Week March 16 after

hitting .643 with nine runs, four doubles, one triple, two home runs and 14 RBIs in seven games during

Minnesota Crookston's trip to Florida for spring training baseball. Hjelle finished the season ninth in NCAA

Division II for batting average, 18th for hits, 16th for total bases and 18th for slugging percentage.

Hjelle was also named All-NSIC First Team for the 2018 season, joining Zach Seipel (Jr., RHP, Eagan, Minn.) on

the All-NSIC First Team. Hjelle and Seipel are the first two All-NSIC First Team selections for the program since

Aaron Johnson in 2005 and Aaron Challoner in 2003.

Hjelle has one more season left with the Golden Eagles. He is playing this summer in the Northwoods League

for the Rochester Honkers, based out of Rochester, Minn.

Hjelle was one of five players to earn NSIC Specialty Awards for the 2018 season. Gus Varland of Concordia

University-St. Paul was selected as NSIC Pitcher of the Year. Darrell Doll of Minot State University was named

NSIC Newcomer of the Year. Jordan Barth of Augustana University was picked as NSIC Freshman of the Year,

while Scott Eul was named NSIC Coach of the Year.
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