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UMD students respond to travel ban

By Idun Rasmussen

A small conversation between three UMD students lead to a umiversity-wide protest with over 200 attendees,
demonstrating against Trump’s travel ban.

Akquua Anye, Fardowsa Abdinoor and Hodan Jibrell were sitting in the Multicultural Centers” TV room the
monday after Trump had signed the executive order that would stop immigration from the seven countries of
Iraq, Iran. Sudan. Somalia. Libya and Yemen As the three students were getting passionate about what had
happened, they decided to do something that became bigger than they thought 1t would be, arrange a protest.

The protest happened last Wednesday. including signs. drums and a route that even went inside of the

umversity. This created some controversy between students.

“The protest was pretty amazing_ we weren’t expecting that many people to show up. The fact that people at

UMD can come together and show that we can be united and that we are one, impressed me.” Abdinoor said.

“There were people that were heated after, and there were people that were so annoyed by the protest, and
they wanted to talk about 1t. And that’s one of the things we were most amazed about: the conversation that
had started, and we were supportive to that conversation.” Anye said.

“We wanted to include everyone, because there are so many people that are affected by it that doesn’t want to

talk about it. So we wanted to show that we care,” Anve said.

International Student Adwvisor, Anna Gilmore, said that the situation is currently very confusing and
worrisome to both international students and other students, and that International Student Services have
been taking actions to support students. Gilmore said that students are concerned for their families and
friends. afraid of traveling, and worried about what will happen to people visiting them

“There has been a lot of conversations where I've had to say ‘I don’t know. I'm sorry, I can’t tell you 1f it’s

going to be okay,” Gilmore said.

International Student Services 1s closely following professional and international organizations to understand

any updates that may come along.

“It changes by the day, and there 1s not a way to know other than getting as much information as possible.
When 1t 1s verifiable mformation we are then communicating it to students ™ Gilmore said.

The UMD International Club 1s also showing its support to affected students.

“We are working very hard with ISS to offer support and to listen to people who are frustrated or feel unsafe,
and spread the love because that 1s what we can do as a club that wants to educate and incorporate everyone,”

Mana Gomez, president of the International Club, said.

Gomez added that the club 1s always working towards a better understanding between cultures.

“Our slogan for this year 1z ‘embrace your differences. discover your world’, and that’s what we want -
everyone to embrace everyone’s differences and come together and make international students a part of the

Duluth community.” Gomez said.

Anna Gilmore works hard to support the UMD students that are both affected and not affected by the current

situation.

“Even if you're not directly affected, you have to wonder how does the U_S. feel about international people

being in its borders and how welcoming 1s it really?” Gilmore said.
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Most Recent Culture Post

Mind & Body Integration

On the morning of Sun. Nov. 26, 1978, Matthew Sanford and his
family were on their way back to Duluth after spending
Thanksgiving with relatives. The drive was peaceful. So
peaceful, in fact | that 13-year-old Sanford fell asleep in the
backseat. Perhaps this was the universe’s way of protecting him
from what was about to happen.
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No. 2 UMD 5Sweeps North Dakota Extend
Unbeaten Streak to 8

It was another successful weekend for the No. 2 University of
Minnesota Duluth Women'’s hockey team as they took down
North Dakota 2-0 and 2-1 at AMSOIL Arena improving their
record to 20-4-4 on the season
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JJ Abrams, please save America
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