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 A meeting of the Board of Regents of the University of Minnesota was held on 
Thursday, May 11, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. in the Boardroom, 600 McNamara Alumni Center. 
 
 Regents present: Anthony Baraga, presiding; Clyde Allen, Peter Bell, Frank 
Berman, John Frobenius, Steven Hunter, David Larson, David Metzen, Lakeesha 
Ransom, and Patricia Simmons.  
 

Staff present:  President Robert Bruininks; Chancellors Charles Casey and 
Samuel Schuman; Senior Vice President and Provost Thomas Sullivan; Senior Vice 
President Robert Jones; Vice President Carol Carrier; Executive Director Ann Cieslak; 
Provost David Carl; Associate Vice President Gerald Fischer.  
 
 
 
 
     RECOGNITION OF DISTINGUISHED McKNIGHT UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR AWARDS 
 
 Recognition was given to the 2006 Distinguished McKnight University 
Professorship award recipients.  This award honors and rewards the highest-achieving 
faculty at the University of Minnesota who recently attained full professor status.  The 
recipients are: 
 
 

John C. Bischof 
Department of Mechanical Engineering 
 
Karin Musier-Forsyth 
Department of Chemistry 
 
J. Ilja Siepmann 
Department of Chemistry 
 
Christopher Uggen 
Department of Sociology 
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ACADEMY OF DISTINGUISHED TEACHERS 

 
 Recognition was given to the 2006 recipients of the following awards: 
 

Horace T. Morse-University of Minnesota Alumni  
Association Award for Outstanding Contributions 
To Undergraduate Education 
This award recognizes excellence in contributing directly 
and indirectly to student learning through teaching, 
research, and creative activities; advising; academic 
program development; and educational leadership.   
 
Frederick Asher 
Department of Art History 
 
Mark D. Distefano 
Department of Chemistry 
 
Pareena Lawrence 
Division of Social Sciences 
University of Minnesota Morris 
 
James R. Leger 
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering 
 
Donald Liu 
Department of Applied Economics 
 
Randall Charles Moore 
General College 
 
Marshall D. Stern 
Department of Animal Science 
 
Barbara Welke 
Department of History 
 
 
 
Outstanding Contributions to Postbaccalaureate, 
Graduate & Professional Education Award 
This award recognizes faculty members for excellence in 
instruction, instructional program development, 
intellectual distinction, advising and mentoring, and 
involvement of students in research, scholarship, and 
professional development. 
 
Dennis Falk 
Department of Social Work 
University of Minnesota Duluth 
 
Joan Garfield 
Department of Educational Psychology 
 
Wendy Hellerstedt 
Department of Epidemiology 
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Deborah Levison 
Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs 
 
Richard Leppert  
Department of Cultural Studies and Comparative 
Literature 
 
Jean O’Brien 
Department of History 
 
Michel Sanders 
Department of Biochemistry, Molecular Biology,  
and Biophysics 

 
 

JOHN TATE AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN UNDERGRADUATE ADVISING 
 
 Recognition was given to the 2005-06 recipients of the John Tate Award for 
Excellence in Undergraduate Advising.  The Tate Award serves to recognize and reward 
high quality academic advising.  It calls attention to the contribution academic advising 
provides in helping students formulate and achieve intellectual, career, and personal 
goals.  The 2005-06 recipients are: 
 

Thomas Fitch 
Student Services  
College of Liberal Arts 
 
Kathryn A. Jones 
Student Services  
General College 
 
Alon McCormick 
Department of Chemical Engineering & Materials Sciences  
Institute of Technology 
 
Robert Silberman 
Department of Art History 
College of Liberal Arts 

 
 
 

OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS 
 

 Recognition was given to a number of individuals from the University 
community for their significant contributions to improving the quality of life and the 
well being of society.  The 2005-06 recipients are: 
 

Vernon Cardwell 
Department of Agronomy and Plant Genetics 
 
David Feinberg 
Department of Art 
 
Corliss Outley 
School of Kinesiology 
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Mark Umbreit 
School of Social Work 
 
Jacquelyn Zita 
Department of Women’s Studies 
 
 

JOSIE R. JOHNSON AWARD FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

 Recognition was given to the recipients of the Josie R. Johnson Award for 
Human Rights and Social Justice.  The award was established in honor of Dr. Josie R. 
Johnson in recognition of her lifelong contributions to human rights and social justice.  
The award honors University of Minnesota faculty, staff, and students who, through 
their principles and practices, exemplify a standard of excellence in creating respectful 
and inclusive living, learning, and working environments.  The 2006 recipients are: 
 

Grant Anderson, Program Director 
Department of Housing and Residential Life 
 
Ora Hokes, Graduate Student 
Department of Education and Human Development 

 
PRESIDENT’S AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

 
 Recognition was given to the recipients of the President’s Award for Outstanding 
Service.  The award recognizes exceptional service to the University, its schools, 
colleges, departments, and service units by any active or retired member of the faculty 
or staff.  Such service goes well beyond the regular duties of a faculty or a staff member, 
and demonstrates unusual commitment to the University community.  The 2004-05 
recipients are: 
 

Carol Chomsky, Professor 
Law School 
 
Betty Jo Johnson, Executive Administrative Specialist 
College of Education and Human Development 
 
Dennis Jones, Teaching Specialist, 
Department of American Indian Studies 
College of Liberal Arts 
 
Mary Jo Kane, Professor 
School of Kinesiology 
College of Education and Human Development 
 
Jenny M. Meslow, Director 
Center for Health Interprofessional Programs 
Health Sciences 
 
Debbie Nelson, Special Assistant to the Associate Dean 
Law School 
 
Charles Patterson, Senior Laborer 
Landcare, Facilities Management 
 
Louis Pignolet, Professor 
Institute of Technology 
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Sharyn Schelske, Program Director 
McNair Scholars Program 
General College 
 
Thomas K. Soulen, Associate Professor (retired) 
Plant Biology  
College of Biological Sciences 
 
Theodore R. Thompson, Professor 
Department of Pediatrics  
Medical School 
 
Gary Wilson, Coach 
Women’s Cross Country & Track and Field 
Intercollegiate Athletics 

 
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m.  
 
 
 
 

ANN D. CIESLAK 
Executive Director and 
Corporate Secretary    


