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Froz en Hash Brown Standa rds 

U-S grade sta ndards for f r ozen 
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h a ve been esta blished by the U -S Agriculture Depar tm e n t lo 

provide a uniform m eans o f mea suring qua lity leve l s of Lhe 

product. 

Annual production of fro z en hash brown potatoes h as 
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r a pidly increased in rec e nt y ear s . L a st y ear a boul tw o-hundr e d -

million pounds w e re produced. T h e n ew standa rds b ecom e 

effective November 15th and w ill facilitate the orderly m arketin g 

of the product. 

The sta nda rd s define f roz en hash br own pota t oes as matur e, 

sound, white or Irish potatoes that are peeled and blanche d , then 

shredded, diced or chopped before freezing . Two qua lity levels --

U - S Grade A a nd U-S Gra d e B- - a re prov ide d. Qua li ty d etermination 

i s based on the product ' s flavor, odor, color, tex tur e a nd f r eed om 

from defects. 

U-S Gr a de A potatoe s must h a v e a br igh t , uniform white-to -

cream c olor b efore h ea ting and a fa i r ly uni fo r m brown col or after 

heating , b a s e d on USDA's Color S tanda rds fo r Frozen French F rie d 

Pota toe s. Color require m e n t s for U - S G r a d e B p e r m i t darke r 

p o t a t oe s a nd a llow th e h eated p roduct to b rown only sli ghtly or 

unevenly. 

C o pies a r e a v a il a ble fr om the F ruit a n d Vegetable Division , 

Agr icultural M arketing Service , U . S . D epartment of Agriculture, 

W ashi.ngt o n, D . C . 2 0 250. 
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