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DULU'IH--.1\.s frosty Septe1:iber nights splash color a1.1ong 

the hardwoods mingling with her pine forestsi, Duluth is 

enjoying an annual phenomenon that a ttracts nunbers of bird 

watchers from re.any states. 

It is the hawk t:d.gration1 which is believed to surpass 

in numbers and varieties the better know passage of falcons 

over famed Hawk mountain in Pen..YJsylvania each auturn1. 

Fror: Rock Hill, a popular ski hill1 in University park 

adjoinins the campus of the University of Einnesota, ruluth 

branch, and fror,1 other pr01;ri.nences in t he ci tyv s eastern 

section, hawks can be seen these days c;yrating and floating 

along wind currents. 

The currents, created by the collision of winds from 

lake Superior on the one hand and from the North Sb.ore on the 

other, provide an aerial roller-coaster for the i r.1posing 

birds as they travel south fro:r.1 their summer hoae s in Canada 

and northern states. 

Accordin8 to Pershing B. Hofslund, U1'ID associate professor 

biology and a director of the Wilson Ornithological society , 

as CJcmy as 240l'OOO hawks r.i.a.y have pa ssed over DaluU1 in 

certain years durin:; the August-ifove:c1bev 1dgrating season. 

The peak Hawk Mountain count was 180, 000. 

Appr oxi n:at ely 9,000 have been spotted at Duluth observation 

points in a single weekend, and in one day 5, 646 were counted. 
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The Duluth Bird club, Ul'YID researchers and local bird 

students have kept regular vigil each fall at this ahawk 

necca of the Northwest, " as nature write!I Dana Struthers 

has termed the city. 

Official counts are conducted weekends during the 

flight peak at strategic points on Duluth ? s northern hills--

which forr.1 part of the Sawtooth E~ountains range. (Geologists 

say the Sawtoot hs are auong the oldest in the world.) 

The official counting station is at Forty-seventh 

avenue east on Duluth vs faE1ed Skyline boulevard. 

From this vantage, Hofslund and his fellow hawk census 

t akers have actually looked down upon the ga~ks of bald eagles 

and other hawks mgratine:; southward in graceful, leisurely 

moverr.ents. 

Professor Hofslund reports that wl:hile the flight 

continues from latter August through Nover.tber, the nor:rral 

peak is during the second and t hird weelcs of September., 
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