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Farmers raised about 82 million turkeys in""“"-"" “." Turkey meat does not stand by it-
1959. Turkeys raised in 1959 include the poults self on the market but has strong com-
hatched from September 1958 through August 1959. petition from chicken broiler meat,
This is 5% more than in 1958, and even 1% more red meats, and even meat substitutes.
than the previous record established in 1957. For the balance of 1959 and early 1960,

there will be an abundance of chicken

The large increases in number of turkeys broiler meat and especially of pork on
raised in the United States in 1959 results from the market. However, consumer in-
the comparatively large hatchings of poults in comes and the resulting purchasing

~ late 1958 and early 1959 as indicated by the per- power of consumers is apt to be fully
cent that the hatch was above or below the same as strong or a bit stronger in late
period a year earlier. 1959 and early 1960 than a year ago.
So, when it is all put together -- (1)

September - December 1958 =  +65% tonnage of turkey meat just about the

January - May 1959 =  + 6% same, (2) strong competition from

June 1959 = - 3% other meats that are in abundant supply,

July 1959 = - 9% and (3) consumer purchasing power as

August 1959 = - 1% strong or stronger than a year ago --

the result will very likely be a price for

The 1959 turkey crop in Minnesota was esti- turkey meat which will be very nearly
mated at a record high of 13,496,000 birds which the same or a bit higher than in late
was up 28% above the previous high in 1958. The 1958 and early 1959. Turkey prices to
number of heavy bronze raised was up 9%, heavy producers averaged 23.5 cents per
whites up 46%yand light breed turkeys up 35% pound during the heavy marketing
from 1958. period of August-December, 1958.

The total number of turkeys raised is no Number of Turkeys in 1960
longer an accurate indication of the supply of : With fairly favorable prices for
turkey meat that will be on the market. Consid- turkey meat in late 1959, it is ex-
eration must be given to the type of turkeys that pected that the number of turkeys

~ have been raised. raised in 1960 may be larger than the

record number raised in 1959. The

p The number of heavy breed turkeys raised in prevailing price situation may also
the United States in 1959 was less than 1/2 of 1% result in a slight shift toward the
above the number raised in 1958. However, the production of heavy breeds. There

| number of heavy bronze was down because the will also be ample feed supplies at
number of heavy white turkeys raised was up con- comparatively favorable prices. This
siderably. In 1958 the number of heavy whites will be another factor in keeping the
was 21% of the total number of heavy breed tur- number of turkeys raised in 1960 at a
keys, and in 1959 it was 28%. This is a significant comparatively high level.
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factor because the heavy whites can be marketed at
either the mature or lighter weights.

The number of light breed turkeys raised in
1959 wasup26% from 1958, 1 1959 the light breed
turkeys accounted for 19% offthe total number of
turkeys raised compared to only 16% in both of the
earlier years of 1958 and 1957.

Most of the light breed turkeys and some of
the heavy white turkeys have been or will be sold
as fryers at a weight only about half of that of
the mature heavy turkeys.

It is impossible to know at what age and weight
the heavy white breed turkeys have been and are
being sold. However, with the decrease in the
number of heavy bronze turkeys raised and with
the increase in the number of light breed turkeys
raised, it appears that the tonnage of turkey meat
being marketed during the September-December
marketing period will be very close to the same as
a year earlier even though the total number of tur-
keys raised in 1959 was 5% above the number raised
in 1958.

Storage stocks of turkey meat as of August 31,
1959 were about 19% below a year earlier, and 18%
above the 5-year average of 1954-58.

W. H. Dankers
Extension Economist in Marketing
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