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Background
Students in Professor Scott Abernathy’s Fall 2018 
POL 1914 course collaborated with Ramsey County 
to explore different ways candidates can interact 
with voters. Students had a unique opportunity to 
use methods political scientists use in research.

Purpose
To proactively examine the underlying causes of 
and offer tangible solutions to the persistent under-
representation of young adult citizens and citizens 
of color in Saint Paul’s Ward 1, Precinct 9 in the 
electoral process; to find out why prospective 
voters in 1-9, along with those in similarly young 
and diverse communities, remain comparatively 
disconnected from the electoral process, here in a 
state with historically high voter turnout rates.

Methods
• Guest panelists in class to talk about their efforts 

to engage young adults
• Exit Polling in Precinct 9 on Election Day
• Community discussions with young adults and 

those who work with them at Model Cities of St. 
Paul

• Campus surveys to students asking about the 
importance of young adults voting

Objectives
• Offer viable solutions to increase young adult voter 

turnout
• Find ways to connect voters to the electoral process
• Strategize about how to get young students excited 

about voting and other forms of political 
participation

• Create a resource hub for voter self-education
• Suggest logical solutions for implementation of 

increased education about voting for elementary, 
middle, and high school students to prepare for 
voting

What We Found
• Voters of non-white heritage had a lower voting 

turnout than white voters
• Non-native English speaking voters were 

hesitant to answer the survey, and this raised 
the concern of not understanding terminology 
on the ballot

• African Americans/Asian Americans more likely 
to cite lack of civic education for reasons not to 
vote

• Voices matter and stories resonate!
• Our findings are detailed in the report our class 

and professor compiled

Recommendations
Ramsey County:
• Improve civic education. For example, mock 

voting, especially with elementary students, is a 
great way to get kids excited and familiar with 
the voting process.

• Harness the power of social media!
• Increase in-person contact with high school and 

college students. 

Future Candidates:
• Use Facebook to reach out to potential voters by 

creating a Facebook page that provides links to 
helpful resources surrounding self-education in 
the voting process and stream Candidate Q&As on 
Facebook Live. Harness the power of social 
media!

• Campaign in areas with high minority populations
• Increase in-person contact with high school and 

college students
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Elementary School on 
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