
Commission on Women Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, April 11, 2012 

12:00 – 1:30PM, KSC 333 

 

Present:  Sunshine Carter, Cindy Christian, Geraldine Hughes, Joanne Itami, Angie Nichols, Brittany Nystrom 

 

1. The meeting minutes from 2/22/12 were approved (MSC AN/BN) 

2. Announcements 

1. Lactation Rooms:  Furniture and dividers have been ordered for the current lactation room.  The 

Commission is in the process of securing space for another lactation room on campus. 

2. Continuing members should consider becoming an officer (Chair, Co-Chair or Treasurer) or a committee 

convener for the upcoming service year. A survey will be sent out via e-mail at a later date. 

3. There will be a planning retreat scheduled for May.  A survey will be sent out via e-mail at a later date. 

4. The Commission will be planning and hosting a UMD Summer Book Read for Summer 2012.  Sunshine 

will lead a small ad hoc committee to organize the event.  Britanny and Cindy have volunteered to join 

the committee. 

3. At the behest of the Commission, the UMD Children’s Place provided a list of desired items for the program.  The 

Commission will provide UMD Children’s Place with $4,000 (MSC GH/CC) to cover these costs. 

4. Luncheon Update:  The food (plated Triple Salad), program (including retired/deceased), flowers (Saffron & 

Grey), photographer (Brittany), speaker (Yvonne Prettner Solon) and welcome (Linda Klint) are arranged.  

Pauline Nuhring (former member) will be the Master of Ceremony. Items still undecided are the entertainment 

and Take Our Children to Work Day winning essays. It was decided NOT to send out postcards.  Instead we will 

e-mail umd.biz and the female alias. 

5. Elections:  No elections were needed due to the number of slots available and the number of people interested.  

Some individuals who self-nominated did not return calls to confirm their nomination and several nominees were 

not going to be available. The following slate of nominees were elected (MSC JI/GH) to the Commission on 

Women for the next service year: 

 Nandini Bhowmick (Graduate) 

 Catherine Caine (Bargaining) 

 Jessica Eaton (Bargaining) 

 Fizz Forsey (Graduate) 

 Jennifer Johnson (P&A) 

 Linda Klint (Bargaining) 

 Katey Leverson (CEHSP) 

 Susan Maher (Senior Administrator) 

 Brittany Nystrom (Undergraduate) 

 Connie O’Brien (LSBE) 

 Diane Rauschenfels (CEHSP) 

 Paula Tracey (Graduate) 

 Gail Trygstad (Non-Bargaining) 

 Rachel Wolford (CLA) 

6. Claudia Carranza, Geraldine Hughes, Joanne Itami and Shelley Smith will all be leaving the Commission at the 

end of the service year. We thank them for all their hard work over the years. 

7. The Linda Larson Award nominees were discussed.  Only the staff award was decided.  The faculty award will be 

decided by electronic voting. 

8. The proposed by-law changes will be forwarded to members via e-mail.  They will be voted on at our April 25
th
 

meeting. 

9. Grants:  A large grant was requested ($591) for Joie Acheson Lee, Mary Cameron and Paula Pederson to attend 

the Summit for Leaders for Women's Equity at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities Campus on Wednesday, 

May 16, 2012. A motion is on the table to approve $500 for the request.  We will vote on this at our April 25
th
 

meeting. 

 

Adjourn: 1:25PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sunshine Carter 


