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The narriP, of Joan of Arc is one of the moat remarkable 

in history. To ~ndarstand her and her work tor France,it 

w re perhaps well to have some idea of th stat~ of affairs 

in France and French r lations witA ~ngland at the time of 

her appearance. 

Since t e year 133?, hen Edward III of England had laid 

claim to the thron of rance,th.Are had been war between the 

two countries,which someti _s resulted in victory for one 

side and sornetim11a.s for the other. In 1415,Henry V of England 

r~newed the ancient claim and invaded France. Things in 

France wer unusually propitio s for Henry's undertaking. In 

the first plac the king,Charles VI. as insane and is son 

was a young boy,unable to r l the ingdom. Then too,there 

were t o pol t cal parties,the Armagnacs and the Burgundians, 

antagonist c on to the ot r. Th Duke of Burgundy,at the 

head of the latter,b caus of som disagre m nts,Joined the 

~nglish forces,as did his on also,aft r his father ' s deatn. 

The Scotch ho had helped tn French er forbidden b.f the 

~nglish to s nd any sa st no to th ir o d y. aturally, 

with practically ev r th ng in his t vor,H nry v. tri phed 

at the great b ttle of Aguincourt. In 420 th. Tr ~t of 

Troyes was signed h reby th Da phin as di inherit•d in 

favor of H nr~ of ngl d, ho a to co king of France 

on the death of C rl e VI. Henry no a strong !ootip 

in France a d so the aid of Burgun y and ~u en Isabell , 

the Dauphin's mother. T territor souta of th riv r Loi 



was in the po er of the Armagnacs , who were loyal to the 

Dauphin. 

In 1422,Henry V. and Charles VI. both died, thus leaving · 

th crown of France nd ~ngland to the child king H nry VI. 

The Dauph n and his party held court at Chinon and claimed 

the i r right ov r all Franc • Th ~r nch ight hav~ made t tr 

claim good oon r than they did,h~d the D uphin been a man 

of charact r. H as on t ' contrary,a young man,with an in-

dolent,pl asure loving disposition, who did not !eel his res-

sponsioiltties. The trou les f his kingdom,t misfortunes 

in war and t 

him. 

de ol tlon of his p opl did not deepl tf ct 

he .nglish reg nts laid siege to Orl ans,th last 

stronghol nort_ of t Loire,in 1428,hoping ther by to estab- ' 

lish the ~ngl ah power in Fr nc nd to o rpow r the Dauphin 

at Chinon. The city held out bravely,but s nearing th end 

of its endu?"anc wh n in 1429 Joan of Arc app ar d n the 

:field. She app ar t a o · t cri lcal ti e ,,.. n all as 

looked on as lo t,unl s ir c lo r interven • France 

was ravaged rro one en to th ot r,th old! r d lo t 

heart fighting tor an ndol nt, eakling king. rl ns as 

ready to yi ld nd t uphin th nkin ot re tr a tin from 

Chinon. Such as th st t ff air n Joan c to Chinon 

and begged for p r ission to rel Orl ns. 

Joan ot Aro as born 1 1412,in Lorraine, border pro-

vince of France, re th t l ng ot loyalty for t king and 

country was intense. S w s on of a family of f iv childr np 



born of plain,honest p asant folk. As a child,she did what 

other children of the time and n ighborhood did. She learned 

to knit and to sew, and to perform oth r hous hold duties 

which she '9njoyed. Soa tim s she orked in th fields and 

cared for her fa +,her' a she p and cattle which sh herded in 

the forest of Dorare.my. Sh played and . danced with the other 

childr n,but they often f t that s as better than they 

were and could n t underst nd r reamy nature ~ Sh s a 

good,reli31ous girl,lov ,we ar told,by all who kn w her. 

As sh grew old6r s heard h a enly voices and liev-

ed that th ang ls St. ichael,St.Cath rine nd St. rgaret 

visited her and spok with her tell ng r e good,that 

she was to be chosen by God to save France. Joan h d thes 

voices oft nest hen sh as alone in the woods t twilight, 

w! n the utet,p ac and b uty of natu probably produc d 

in her a reflec l a nd an imaginative ood. Sh b lieved 

firmly in her vi ions and in hr divine call. Sh had in all 

probability h r 1 rs talk f t di tress of France, 

and had r lf ex r enc 80 0 t isery of r hen 

the Burgundians had ra aged Lorr ine. There ae al o an old 

rlin whic g ined ny adh r nt at the time. prophecy of 

erlin, so t story nt,had pr diet d t . t France would 'be 

ruined by a. wor n d by a WO n, thi oman was to 

be from r~orrain and a virgin. Jo n, ot a s r ious and m di-

tativ19 nature b c !)08 88 of th id that sh was the 

destined lib rator of Franc ,an she was strength n d in ta 

conviction by th saints whose vi itat ons had b co more 



frequent. Th y counselled immediate action and direct d Joan 

to Robert of Baudricou.rt, Governor of Vannoul urs. Her voices 

told her to f ar not,but to reli ve Orleans and cro n Charles 

VII. at Rheims. This ~as a tr ndous undertaking for an ig­

norant,s mple p asant girl,~ut so gr at was ~r faith and her 

and h r patriotism that s left for Vancouleurs,in spite of 

the r monstranc s of her parents, ho ere not convinced of 

her divine mission and eartily di ppro ed of her going to 

war. H r fath ~ wished her to narry and settle down happily 

in Domr my, but she had v ed to r DBin a virgin,as it a 

believed t~at virgins could accomplish miricles. 

Baudricourt of Vancoul urs laughed at Joan and refused 

to send r to t _ Dauphin as he deman ed. After several 

months d la.y ho er,Baudr4court,convinced by hr p rs verence 

and perf ct fait in h r own pow rs,s nt her to Chinon. At 

Chinon, by c~ ng th kin from a larg roup of courtiers 

and by ot_ r iraculous me ns, h succe de in w nning his 

confidenc • It w ti o superstit on and l f in 

sorcerers an i c s t d v l,so it w thought 

best to hav J an x i e by an a s cl rgy. Arter 

a t dious in ti n th cl rgy ci t_ t Joan as a11_ 

that hf' pr ~n d t •• , c virgin, ot good name 

and undou t dly s nt T D u hin th n ccept d . r 

proff r d assistan an ent h r,tog th r !th an army an 

provi. ions,to the r 1 f of rl ans. Joan fulfilled her 

promise in r 11eving t city and routing th .nglish and 
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and poetic possi~ilitieH as Joan of Arc. Many biographies, 

both long and short,hav been written of r. She has been 

treat d in historical dramas where she may be regarded as 

the spirit and embodiment of patriot ism. Her beauty of char­

acter ,her deep religious nature,her sublime faith and self­

sacrific ng life all lend thems,,lves to po tic tr atment. The 

supernatural and mir culous in her li e as well as the 

superstitions of th ti e ha been e lt with by romantic 

riters. F ou r nch,G rman and ~n li h writ rs have sought 

to do r jut ce,'but none lu\! succeeded in pict ring her 

as truly grand she was. Among t b st nown wor s 

which ve o n or Aro for their o ntra t'i ur r • • 

French. 

olt ire - •ta ucelle" -Poem. 

An tole ranc - " J nne 'Arc"- Life. 

Fabre - "Jeanne 'Ato"-Li 

JGngli h. 

Southey - "Joan of Aro"- ~pie in t n books. 

De uin y,Diokens Lord ha.n's - ss ys. 

Sha ~ p a.r - in Henry VI. Dr • 

Ger n. 

Schiller - "Di Jun frau von Orleans - Drama. 

Amerio n - odern. 

Mar ain - "P rsonal R coll ct ions of Joan of Arc". 

ck y • •J anne d'Aro - Dr • 

Of these I shall e 1 with Sh k~sp ar ' , Voltair • , 

Southey's Schiller' n c ye's conceptions of the id. 



Shake pear - Henry VI. -Part I. 

Shakespeare's charact r or Joan of Arc,and that of 

Voltaire's "La Pucelle" a.re about equally displeasing and 

in many cases obnoxt~us. Shakespeare,that is,if he was the 

author of~ nry VI.,oased this chronicl play on Holinshed 

and Hall,praserving their prejudice~ and nt goniam towards 

the rench. The play deals with th.e political ct:lons of 

the reign of Henry VI.,th beginning of th war o the osea, 

and with the warfare between ~nglan and France,culminatine 

in the treat! of peace bet een the two countries. A large 

part of the play is de oted to Joan and her service to France. 

It co tains a good eal of coarseness,reflecting the ae ,and 

also a considerabl amoi.mt of b li f in g o witches etc. 

Shakespeare endows Joan with n erous good qu lities,such 

as patriotism,intr pidity and strengtn. Be al o r Jrea~nts 

her as of hurnbl birth, xa ted to th l ight o power and 

prophec by God. !F rth r on in th pl y ho ver,Sha.ke p are 

brings out . r b d side, nd sh beco 

ter to us. 

a revolting charac -

Shak ep are ha rv rt d story to a r t xt nt in 

H nry VI. t his viol ti n e no ff ct on .That 

part ot tha play 

omit. 

i1.nh . s no b a.r ng on th j ct I s 11 

Joane tirst appA ranca on the at s b fore Orl ans 

where th Dauphin Charl s,Regn:l r,D'Al neon nd th Basta.rd 



of Orleans,with .f;heir arroy,!1E1.ve been reptlsed by the ilnglish 

All ar~ disheartened,when Joan comes to offer h r assistance. 

Shakespeare introduces the incident of h r recognition of the 

Dauphin,ae have all dramatists. Sh is r pr aented as a 

prophetesH, "-What's past and hat's to co:mP she can decry"; 

as a woman of un sual at1·P.ngth "Christ's lloth r h lps me, 

else I ro +, o eak" s e says,in her hum lit~. It was the 

Virgin Mary who appear"d to h 

God's II.other d igned to appear to me 

And in a vision full of j sty 

il ' roe to le ve , ba voe ti n 

~nd free my countr~ fro calamity, 

Her aid she pro ised and assure success. 

This Joan is a good christian girl 1th implicit faith 

in God and th mission a ign d to h r. '.I'he stor of Saint 

Katherin 's miraculous s ord and Joan's vo 

maid ar also introduced. 

to re in a 

Joan w:ls • no lay in r 

There is so ~ dou t for a t 

the attack, hut at l ngt ,t 

a 

sing th si ge of Orleans. 

to the tin 1 outcom of 

r nch r victorious. Talbot; 

n ccount for ti ir d feat 

:t. a. wi tc ahe st:rikes 

the brave ol nglish 

only by t e f ct that t 

such t rror into t h rt 

speak of Joan and of Ch rl 

of tl glieh ol er .The ~nglish 

in o t slurring,indecent t r a. 

Talbot addresaes Jo n -

" D vil or d vil's d ,I'll conjure thee 



Blood .111 I draw on th e,thou art a witch 

And at1·aichtw y give th,y soul to him thou serve st". 

Th re is her*' Shak spear"' s usual cont Jnpt for the .Frftnch 

oldi rs,anrl he speaks ot Charl s as accepting "help from 

hell" and "baleful sorcerw "· 

Th re ie gr~at rejoicing in Orleans and Charle is ex­

travagant in his prai e of Joan,coIDTnands that henceforth she, 

y be th patron s int of France. · instead of St.Denis 

In other battle hich follo that of Orleans,Joan shows 

her lower nature. Som scene consis mainl of n ex-

change of slanderot lo epitlets,in which the maid i by 

no ans l eking. Th ene calls her-

oul 1 nd of ranee and l g of all espite 

~nco ass d ith tr lu tful p r our ! " 

and e are force t gi eom credence o th 1 accua ion 

Joan shows t ct an diplo cy , •sugar d ords",in winning b ck 

Bur undy to th Fr nc 

In t11 la. t act ar is ill eio d of n respect e 
ont rt in d for "I~ in s s ,e r 'a hand 8 

deg nerat into a c r ,h ere rli r in th play 
we admir d l r good qu liti , n sh t t th 

.r.nglish ar 

evil spirita 

cause. 

conq,1 rir.g,s c no le g 11 anoe 1th 

d c 11 upon ti m t v er and the r nch 

11 The r g nt conquer and th Fr nchm n fly 

No h 1 ,y charmin s ell and p riapt ; 



And yP. cho1.ce spiri.ts that admonish me 

And givP. m~ signs of futur~ accid.,nts"-

The fiends enter 'but i·efuse to give h r furth r asa istanca. 

She begs them not to forsake her.-

" l\y body sh 11 pay recompense.if ~ou w111 
grant su1t 

Cannot my body n r blood sacrifice 

,14.ntreat you to ii ur wont d furt! ranee! 

Then take soul.nG body.soul and all 

efore t t ingland give the French the foil". 

This last touch of patriotism i the onl • thing which at all 

redeems h 1· in the ntir act. Sh r alize th t h r 'ancient 

incantations ar., too Tweak" nd foresee the efea.t of the 

French in tr1e ncounter • wher she is t ken pr soner by the · 

jl1nglish. 

This 1 t c n 1 the o t r volting of 11. oan deni a 

her old ! th J. -
"D er pit mt er,bas19 i nobl ch! 

I d B nded of a nobl r blood: 

Thou rt, no fat r.nor no fr:\. nd of mine." 

In spit or h r pl dtnga tor mere,/, o n 18 bur ed at th 

stak an a witch. Sha s ar pict r . r as f 1 e anr ns 

most licentious,an t t t~., ~nglish er justiii d 

in puttin h r to death. S is 1 off to her xecution, 

cursing ! r nemi s aa he goes. 

Shak spear 's Jo n or. Arc 1 n er a lovabl creatur 

but there i such inconsiste cy in r charact r that we 



doubt 

In th., 

hether Shakespeare could hw.v ri tten th whole play• 

first acts there are no signs of the degradation to 

which she latf'r fallfl. Shakespear makes use of the fact, 

that wt th her doubt .in her miss ion Joan's fall aR inevi ta.bl • 

This ie the phaee of ~~r life he accentuatee. 



tolt ire's "L Pucelle d'Orleansn. 

Voltaire's "La Pucell ", baa l ay 

much discussion. During Voltaire's life 

been a subject of 

h n it was published, 

it ~as r6ceiv d ith great applauBe,but it has also been severe-

ly censured,h cause of sensuousness nd iinJno1·ali t;J'. When 

Joan of Arc was eu~gP.ste< to Voltaire a a subj ct for an pie, 

he sai that in hi opinion it was fitter to the subjec~ 

of a ock heroic burl qu ; n that s hat d of it. 

It contains many ju t attacks on th~ im.~oral soc a.J. con tions 

of Voltaire's time and al o many attacks on current abuees 

of tre Church,all f w fch xa rat d for effect. 

"L Puc 11 d' 0rlean " is le ·d d d sguatir.g and 

person of an' decency coul not r ad t! ntire poem. I 

succeeded in r adin enough of it to obta n an id a 

Voltair pic~ures Fr nc in a lo moral tat • Joan, r pres-

ents s tur y pe a t irl of goo name, ho is a chamb r-

mai and stable girl in an inn. Sh is cho n b St.Deni 

the patron saint o Fr nc , to a v n r for 

Although she ba be n n illiterate irl s no 

spired fro to rfor gr t t • S 

many ways, but sh r ins ir.noc nt 

r countr .1. 

becomes in­

t mpt d in 

a.id of St.Denis. 

ith th r li f of Orle o n f that s ccom-

pli l d r e ion, nd s 

bastard of Orl ans. 

pledgft r l to rry Dunois, 

The poe cont n co tJar ti ly 1 ttle b ut Jo n but 



deals ~rincipall;,r with th-s adventures and t rnptations of 

lovers and their mistr~sses in a corrupt stat of so­

c ie y. 

Voltatr~ , who was 

in "L Puc~ll " to ol 

conceptions of th Church. 

a ra. ionalist in 

up to r1.dicule 

religion,wi hed 

thP. belief a nd 



Robert Southey's "Jon of Aro." 

Sout tty's "Joan of Arc" writt n ln 793 stablished t e 

poet's reputation. H pl nned to ~rit an epic on each of 

the great reli ions of t orld,and hi Joan is the Catholic 

epic. ...outhey treat only the sucoetrn ul p riod of t _ l4a.1 d's 

life, r visit to t e Gov rnor of Vancouleurs through 

t e acco pli ent o h r 1 ion in cro ning th Dauphin 

Charl I • at R ~outn y t the time a deeply in-

terested in Rous e u,and n i oe e d scribes Jo aa 

simpl ohil of n tur • His ideas on n tural ife and t­

;orship of God, sho the influence of Ross au. 

Jo n r s nt d 

"Wan the iden a 

Of intly p 1 ness,and er ee d to dwell 

In th u i r count nance 

So +.hing t as not eart . y". 

Sh migh 11 d est tic n s e king of r divin 

r velations i on 1 C B doubtful. 

Her uroan 1 a i n in r af f ctio for r uncl an 

r love tor T e dor ' 
T B itor,and i si t r delon. She 

lov s Th o nr to th n ,1 of t to u 

aside arthly ti s,in or r o ex cut t 1 l 0 en. 

Her c li 0 n solit ry n un. ppy. s 

of dr amy,p tic natur ,t t lo d th solitu 0 th 00 



h r~ list ning to th stream "All, 11 was nus d and tran­

quil in her soul". She says -

"In so itu and pe ce 

Hf9r I gr u , e.mid the l.ov i t scenes 

0 unpollut d nature' 

She escribeis an u ha y childhoo 

under st rn :iars p rent , who had no ti 

est in youth's e ir or pl n • 

in which sh gre u 

for lo or in er-

Joan w roused r om r dr 1 tence by ymp t~ 

or r t rlan ,whic le le rned wa in such istres 

because o the r • S di. ate long on the troubl s of 

her country, n at ength h ha vi ion co1urnanding her to 

go forth to free Fr The dr am rttp a.tedly ap ar d to 

her, h n s in th eaceful ·ood and eado he o 

dearly ed,ann h b li ved in i , not. ing coul 

b in llianc it t i ions or r nd 

ef t r n nown d o ar an cour • T 

incid n o reco 1 ion o C rl t Chin n,is de 

u e of h r , o o • C 

and s tin any 

The contr st of t 

rl s ia r pr sented ea n co ardly 

i tur nee o cour rou in 

1 er bl ing 1th hi 

pl aeure. 

-minded 

saviour. is wel one. 

congr ss o theolo i n 

see if i oa 

and innoc nt,althou 

rites nd cri nt 

coul comJ un tt r 

At Chinon Jo i 

ho prir. l h r 

evil piri s,bu 

by 

ith oly ater to 

they find her pure 

t y reprov l r for n lecting t e 

h C urch. S x 1 ins tha.t sh 

1th r r in th o n 1 lds t . n 





arro pierced Joan's chest,much to the joy or the enemy who 

now t1ought themselves rid of t~e sorceress. Joan lost no 

time,but dr~ out thP. arow and re-entered the conflict with 

the same vigorous spirit she had evinced before. The ~nglish 

were forced to acknowledge their d feat and driven by fear 

and superotition,retr~at d to the coast. Joan r fused to take 

provisions and show d rcy to the vanquish d 

" indful of him, hose minister I am;that Gracious God 

_o sent me a ssenger of JNJrcy forth 

At ti .s Joan i depress d and longs for r ho and 

those ti s dear to th heart of won n. She ha re fore-

telli~G her d ath by fir ,so s e r alizes that no pleasures 

of thls orld await her aft r h r ork is completed. 

The mo e .nt ls rapid aft r th victory of rleans. 

Charles nd iis rrny maroh toward h i ,to ne submitting 

all long the rout an in Rheim Ch 1 s s er n~d. 

"Whilst hr ( oan's) han pour d on t onarch's h ad +.he 

mystic oil or Clo i .", it r 1 sion fulfill ,Joan ex-

horts t ~ king -

o fear th Lord,and r1l , 

Ace rding to his or and to th 1 a 

T p opl thus co nitted to t. care -

With no r uest t r _ r l!-

"Thus spa e th aid of Orl 

Accomplishing h r marvelous 

ns,e 1 mnl;t 

is ion re. 



In Southey's conception of Joan of Arc e have a woman 

ina:pirflld of heaven, enthua.st i.c and ccmraeeous; glad to sacrifice 

herself to free her king and country; on th~ oth r side we have 

a woman wtth bonds of lo a and fri~ndship and th~ d~sir for 

domestic !lappinesa. This aspect of her clla.ractflr wins our 

sympath.'{,as tn~ other ins our adniratio~. Southey a 1 d 

emphasis on Joan's dreamy,natur -loving disposition and has 

also ma.de considerable use of the supernat ral 1 ment. The 

weakness of t· king as well ~s Joan's r am forebodes 111 

to her,and e cept for her erief ov r her lover's death, that 

is as far as t e tragic is ntroduced. 

than depicted. 

t is suggest d rather 



Schiller's - "Jungfrau von Orl aias." 

Among Schiller's dramas is "Die Jungfrau "TO?l Or le ne ~ . 

ritten in 1801. Schiller called it a"romantic tragedy," 

romantic 1Jecause of its dependence on the religious conce1)tion 

of the iddle ~gee. Johanna is a lovable peas nt girl,of a 

romantic diaposition,fllnd of solit1dtt. Hr ro1aantic tendenciGs 

led to intercours ith the orld of pirtts and with the 

Virgin l&ary;"Di8 h ilige Jungfrau" ho appear to Johanna 

three success iv nights, tell in her to reno mce earthly 

attachrn~nts and to aa e ranee and th~ Dauph n. H r fat. r 

Thibout t . inks worn n'~ proper p r 

of a ram ly, a'1d h urges Johann to 

in a horn a a mother 

rr:1 a her s i t rs hrid 

done. HP-r cl ract r is strong and ith t p th of dut.t be-

fore her , s! d s to f ac r f t r's disple sur and says 

f arew 11 to all that ost ar to her. s t 11 t a 

lambs '1fhic sh ha t nded -

"Thr seid Jetzt eine hirt nloae Schar 

D nn .in andr erde us ich w i en 

Dort Au de blutigen elde d r G r " • 
Johanr o s not ppear t court unt 1 aft r she ha 

fought and on a victory for r nc • The loo ne prec 

her appearance at court and ~on e uently he 1 11 r ceiw-ed. 

r conqu t or t king by r ve l ng to h 

8 

She complet s 

three secrets hich he alon kne • he is onderfully succes -

ful in war ~ cause of 't" f e rlessnes nd bee us t people 



look on her as one sent from God and a.r r ady to follow her 

in any undertaking. One of the .illnglish eenerals speaks of 

her as -
,, 

"Di Furcht rliche ,difl ver erblich um ich her 

ift i Brunst d~3 Feuers ra et." 

She parft non among her enemi~s;her directions have 

been 
,, 

11 it dem Schwert sollst du alles Lebend tolen 

Dae d r Schlacht~ngot dir entgecenschickt•. 

_ lthough sl ughter r p 1 _ r, 

and ho a no 1nerc ,as did Southey's and 

obeys her dir ctions 

c y 'e h roinea. 

She awakens thP lov of t o Prenoh e nerala,Dunois,th 

bastard of Orl ans,and LaHire,but r h art is UIU.QO ed. It 1 

not until sh et Lionel,one of the nerD,J,t- t t . t :rasa on 

is aroused in her. H r feminin nat re triumphs for a time 

over the spirit al, lthough contr ry to th Virgin's injunction 

] icht 
~ 

nnerli be darf d in F rz beruhr n 1 sundi.gen l!'lamen 

Aitler rd nlust". Sh r ali~ a what it :means to be in lo~e; 

her love i so trong t t sh di obey botn her commands, 

as she finds it 1 ~ossible to kill Lion l. Then follo s a 

great stru le in r soul,o t een arthly lov and • r pirit-

ual duty. he fe~l h r inert ci c in fulfilling God' 

till d r grate that sh w s ver called fro Dom e 1 to a 

proj ct l:> yond r tr ngth. trap riod of despairs ~ . re-

gains self-poss sion an i bl to ta r part in t e coron-

ation sc ne t Rh i • 



urz i t r • chm r '4 • und 1 i t di r ud • " 



Percy 1'48.ckaye' s "Jeanne d 'Arc". 

Mackaye's recent play of "Jeanne d'Arc is one of the 

most charming on th subject,possesaing as it doe~ such air.y 

brilliance and deep pathos. The action of the play cover.a 

three years from 1428 until! Jeanne's ex cution in 1431. It 

follows history as well as Jeanne's life quite accurately. 

The etting of th first ac is a most picturesqu and 

appropriat one for o r first acqualntaince with the heroine. 

It is near D rorerny,th thatch d cottages of whic ar to b 

seen in the istance. ost of th action c nt rs about an 

old be ch, call d th "JJadi s' Tr ",on hi ch the boys an the 

girls of tl1 villag hang garl nds :t.n th spring ti ,and 

about which th y danc and play. In th vie i 1 ty is a 11 t tle 

shrine to the Virgin and lso a h 13 11,which possesses 

miraculous 1 ng po rs·. 

njoying hrs lf with h 

n we tirst see 

t r young p opl 

r,Jeann is 

n r f'ri nds 

are going to er n r ith a . r ath of l a es for winning 

a foot-rac ,wh non of them s ys . (r r ing to the crown- ) 

Pi h,not that on 

Run t th in do f th k rk,and -r tch 

Yon littl o,made of paint d glass -

s y blu and eol he l ft it by mistak 

JJa t t 8 pra ed t. re. 

Hr companions r fond of r , but en ~i er _ r b tter 

than th~ro lv s and esp 1 of g tt ng to h av n witho11t 



Jeanne's ~n+,~rcnss1~n -

"Yon k.,y 

St.Pet .r's wicket." 

Jeanne is aB light hearted as any of the boys and girls 

and laughs good natur dly at th ir jokes and teasing. At 

times,however,she 1 a e th rest , to dream by hers lf, 

and hAr fri nds belt d sh tal.ed with lady"wood-fol ", 

who according to tradit! n, 1 v d in the forest • Among the 

young people,there s a wounded sol ier boy,who is unable to 

take part in the m rr -making. Jeanne is of a ,p thetic 

natur" and sta~e behind th r at to entertain him. He tells 

her of th wars and o the desol tion of th ingdo and She 

in turn conf'id to hi her drea of b ttle ,in hich sh . 

has taken J8rt in spirit,jf not in bod~. She al o t lla 

him of her vision of Saint icha l and S ints Catherine and 

:Margaret, ho hav told her that the Lord has chos n hr to 

rais~ the sieg o Orleans a d to cro n the D uphin. Sh feel 

that she is to be th liberator of France an quote rlin's 

prophecy' 'Out 0 r ... orr in ' Bid +,h Ladies' Tr 

a. ma.id,ea iour of France". J anne's pro is of t 

shall come 

delive ance 

of Franc ro th ii!ngli the disable boy who has 

despaired of a renc v c or:1. 

Jacqu s, a:-in 's f th r, diaap rov s of her 1ntere in 

the war beca n o nou dr H a a to r irA 

thou nt to r I'd hav t brother dro n tl! " He 
' • 

fishes r to TT n l o n contentedly 11 e tl1e ot ier 



girls of Dorr.rem,y,desiring her bethrothal to a young shepherd, 

Colin,whom he favor~. Jeanne t la Colin and her fat! r that 

"she may may no4; a p.,ak her throth to any ro n", and they ca.nnot 

understand h r. In t'l-1 t ilight when the v aper bells arr, ring­

ing and t'h.er~ ia soft music in the air,shadowy figures app a.r 

to Jeanne, o rapt in cont mplation,sees S • ichael holdipg a 

s ord to her. Sh know the Bigni icance of t e sword andin 

spite of her. pr fer nee for an unev ntful,p aceful lif in 

Domremy she pre r s to go to Charl a Chinon. 

The ec n a.t court eh ws the sad condit on of France 

rhich is d p nd nt on an indol nt,pleasure-loving, bankrupt 

princ • He is in an ignominiou position;he cannot p y for 

hjs boots,l t alone for his army. There is ealousy bet een 

t o o~ th prince's courti s, D'Alencon,a scholar and a man 

of fin sensibiliti s,and Tr mouille,an intrigu r. Th latter 

1 tt· il~ lls D 'Alencon 

The 

"A Duk of P re 

r 11 in tion o 

s UC in Lif 1 8 ~in to 

nt 

orn t ie t t. 

fe ls for nought this si e of Tro ·"· 

Througl1 tl1e play D 'Al neon u ol an lov J nne, ·hi le 

Tremouille do s e rythin o destr y hAr influ nc 1th 

the Dauphin. 

Befor J anne'a ap aranc in t~A court salon, he l di e 

a eak ost cont ptu usly of Ch rl , and o Y"' Soon 

will beli v th s 11 ng- 1 J ann la Pucell ' LaHirf3 a 



straight:t'orvvard, honest soldier ,~ho despises t,11 pett~ spirit 

of the court,atanda t~ for Jeanne -

"Tonnerre de Di,,u! What man l th seen the ac 

of Jeanne the id and called h~r charlatan 

Her faca - Gnd's yes! n I am cook d and damned 

And devils twirl on a ap t in h 11, 

I'll think upon that face and her r 

Jeanne a tisfie the Dauph n of h r supernatural nature and 

fascinates D'Alencon,at h ea time tr1at she antagonises 

Tremouille, ho lieves h r in leagu 1th Satan. 

The next scene is efore Orleans,Jeanne and her soldiers 

are preparing for th b ttle by fortifying thems lve with the 

sacraments of th Church • She shows h r beauti ul character 

in her ability to turn hardened n of r to r entanc • 

Jeanne is hurt bJ' th ineulting term the .ngli h apply to 

her,but r aliz s t t p r onal slan r c nnot r h r is eh 

is up! ld by Go and by th it of } r. f 11 ers. In t 

attack s is wounded but o s n t r ir until victory is 

assur d,as she an r whit b incenti V'- to e 

besit'!gers. 

D'Al neon who s constantly b n at J anne's aid~, 

shakes hr faith in Go and h rself. H li that she 
. 

111 b succe e ul 'h caus o h r purit;y a.nd simplicity, not . 
becau8 of any mlracl • Fro this tin on Jeann loses art, 

ehe 1)~com s o sick for Domre nd trouble b doubtb. All 

'Vrho meet r lov~ hr; her page ith whom she plays knuckl • 



bones, her soldi~rs and women ho meet the ariby _on its march. 

Thea. VIOroen look on l .r as a saint and bring her tmir children 

to be blessad,and to kiss hr garm nts,but she gently tura8 

them e.way. 

Other victories f ollo Orleans and th army reaches Rheims 

to crown Charle • 

crowds have com to 

Th r is much plendor and c remoni ,wh&ch 

itness. Jeanne takes l r rt in th~ 

pageant listlessly, ut bee mes alert on h arine th tinkling 

of pewt r sheep-bells, which remind l r of ho e • . In the 

crowd sh see h r fri nds ho have come to s e r triumph, 

and with t~1 m r f ~h r, ho ha. brought the sheep bells to 

attract her ttention. The eti g is a n tural and ppy. one, 

but Jeanne fe ls sh cannot go home yet. She sends a ste 1 

gauntl t to r ruoth r ith the follo ing ea g 

"S~~ her this an t 11 r I wo ld rath r spin 

at ho e, but for a b b gun;God send th thread and I must 

spin for _ranee" • 

'Alenco 1 s J nne f 1 t +, she r turn his 

love as h h ard r utt r his nam in r sl ep. On6 night 

hen J nn 1 nle~p ,D'Al neon stoops to ki e r,but 

St. ic l,wtth drawn sword nterfer n'Al ncon,the ac ptic, 

realizes his mist ·ke - "Lord,I go, or thou art brideeroom 

to tr1e aid o <Jod. And el1 ho 11 t l t er is t b trothed. 

And I that dar d to lov her sinned. Adieu,Bright Sentinel. 

Thine is t,l-1A vigil no th midnie;ht and the id inviolat n. 

This cowincr from D'Alencon is in th nature of a. prayer and 



a confesaion of faith. 

The last scene is in a prison in .Rouen, wht' re Je nne 1 

a prisoner. The neglect and haraesing treatment she ·has 

suffered,prison life and her lo s of faith in herself have 

done their work and h is a pitiful figure. ~he is torruent­

ed by the voice of a clerk, ho in an adjoining room is re ing 

the accusations against her,sevent · in nwnber;her nemies 

fear she 111 die b fore they 111 ve the ohanc to burn 

her as a witch and so ar hurrJ'ing h r ex cution. D'Alencon, 

in thf3 dress of a m nk ga ns ad ission to h r c 11. He 

comes to cornf ort !'J.C'I r a d to re tore h r b 11 f in r voices, 

and to di with ~r. .e accomplishes his purpose; er d spair 

of salvation leaves h r and she goes ro cally to execution, 

St ic 1 telling hr "B not afraid". 

Mackaye ia d part cularly happy u of the l g nds 

and b 11 r 

the oly 

f. t t middl a s. intro c n t 

11,J ann 'a visions,th pro h cy of 

fair~-tr e, 

rlin,Jeann 's 

r cogni t 1 n f Char 1 , a.nd oth r ins tanc s all pro uc ng the 

spirit of t e 15+,h C ntury. Je nne is pictured a chil -lik 

in r ei plic t~,A.& h lo ing rl, ho d e n t r el 

in war,a do s La Puc lle of Shale s~ r ,but o do s her part 

nobly, bE1caus :t t is h r du .. y • Her n:. ntal struggle is well 

done. 

It is out of th qu stion for a po t do justic to Joan 
A 

of Arc,ae a 11 e,full n bl .. aR r i , ann t bP contained 



within the confine6 of poem or dra.rua. Schiller and c aye 

hav succe ded tr. ~howing many beautiful a p cts of r~r c ar.­

acter, but it is only when supplem*'nted by a book , such as 

Anatole France's "Joan of Arc", hich is an unbiaaed and 

scholarly ccoun-4; of hr life 1that e c n arr:lv ta true 

conception of tha magnitude of her graat an i r ic aoul. 

Jo n of Arc is :1.nht~rentl~ a drarnat ic figt re as l1 , in 

herse.1f ,ful lls all t,h rP-quir r nts of a dr .. On 

consid r her nly ~oice and her e ir ·to r 11 v Franc 

as th init 1 tmpul in h r care~r. Th t follo ing her e-

parture fro hore _ r popul rity nd har tri'lil!lp ,const ~ut 

the rising action, h1.ch cul 1 t 8 in th glor a comple-

tion of r ork. 

loea of faith in 

Th f lling ction is char c 

r lf nd cons q ntl , by ~h 

rh: d by hr 

loss of f 1th 

on th.- p o le'e rt, nd e ds in r n gl ct and a nt nc of 

death. H r reco ry fr d sp ir and h~r bil tJ to d ath 

th heroic lly, cause of r gained f ith and con itu 

reaction. 11 dr tists do not al ith r ntir c r er; 

Shak sp a.r em hasiz a th d clin of r c r r d r jg-

no nio a nd: th r a s of th f ling ction. ol-

taire and outh y d 1 i h her lit n ie o t cti ely 

humbl posi-ngaged in rf r • ~chill r tak s btr fr 

tion of r yo th to th 

with the ri ing action. 

most b utifull and 

mor 

c ye 

ilft 11 • 

height ;t~.at is, deals 

ndles r 11f throughout 

t 11e ' ust 1 gend, th life of Jo n of Arc rs n 



used by many writers as a vehicl in hich to express the ideas 

of their age. Shakespeare's Henry VI. shows many aspects f t~e 

il!lizabe than age ; t.'le universality of inter st du to the e plor­

a t ions of that period; tnP. effect of t . e Refol·mat ion and of 

Protestantis in the prejudiced treat ent of Joan of Arc,the 

representatirJ of Catholicism, and t~~ surviving be 1 f in ~vil 

spirits, s1 ch as itc es. It al o possesae th exc ss of 

passion and rossness h ch ~ re charact ristic of that ti e. 

"T-'a c lle" mirrors the de gr a. ed moral c n · t ions of ol-

tair • s t :l , a11fl ref' "eta the id'la 

light nm nt", w" n rea on reign d 

of t e socalil 

• That 

" ge f "'n­

ich could 

not b~ red1c n an w not lP-ar,nece a rily wa not. 

true ;hAnc ol ir 'a att,ac · on the Churc~l an its b 1 ie ,and 

his ridicule of Joan. 

South y too,wa. stron ly nflu need 

•nm nt" and va E1spt11ci lly influenced by 

y th I Ag 

ousse u. Jo i~ 

glorifying na.tur an in ad ~oc in,; unr str n d nat r 1 worship 

of God, r~l.. expr sses South y' a id • Soutn ... a an e tion­

alist ,and ~his pie sho a consid rabl pla of fe fi g through­

out ;in Joan's ho ti s,in her lo and sorro for Theodo•e,an 

in th~ pa a 01 of ot, _Pr char ct rs such Conr 

T ul)j~ t o Jo n f' Arc nat r J. ttr c .,d Schi .1. r, 

osae ing it o o many ro o s ryili s. 

(1). Th fact that Joan was a di l ~ rac~er and a 

dev lop n o "r ae , ould in its lf intere t tht:t ro1 ticiats. 

(2). T . ro nticlsts re lntar ate in natur l beings, 



and no hettf)r exaropl~ perhaps conld be found than .Toan of Arc, 

child of nature. 

(3). The mystery and trie su ern tnral always attached to 

her name ere likewise splendid mat~riala for ror ntic treat­

ment. Schiller was wftll able to make th heat of th s points 

and in addition tntroduc d her romantic love for 

It is dif icult t~ se t tftndancies f t. 

r,ionel. 

ae in which 

one is living,so · I find it to determine in what r spect 

ckaye's "J'eann d'Arc" is r presentati.ve of t.1e pr s nt age 

It poss ss s r fin roent and an artistic s n e of hat is 

beautiful, !itch I think ar gro ing upon tn orld;but abov 

all it possesses a lib rality which is more charact ristic of 

this age than of an~r otn r. 
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