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Anti-Scientific Americans: The 
Prevalence, Origins, and Political 
Consequences of Anti-Intellectualism 
in the US

In this talk, Motta will review new theoretical and data-driven insights into the prevalence, origins, 
and policy consequences of anti-intellectualism in the US. Conceptualizing anti-intellectualism as the 
dislike and distrust of scientists, academics, and other experts, he will bring together "micro-level" 
survey data from cross-sectional and longitudinal surveys spanning six decades, and aggregated 
"macro-level" data from hundreds of opinion polls dating back to the 1940s, to show that 
anti-intellectualism is both a pervasive and pernicious presence in American public life; including a 
discussion of how anti-intellectualism both shapes and is shaped by Americans' opposition to the role 
that experts play in the policymaking process.
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