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Hangin' With Haggy: Richie Navratil
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T his is the f inal edition of  the second season of "Hangin' with Haggy", as UMC

baseball player Ryan Haggstrom (Jr., 1B/P, Apple Valley, Minn./Accounting) gives the

rundown of what is going on with UMC baseball team, chronicling their experiences

on the road and at home  as the Golden Eagles play their f irst season under new

Head Coach Steve Gust. In the fnal edition, Haggstrom and UMC senior Richie Navratil
(Sr., RHP, Blansko, Czech Republic/Management) give a rundown of the baseball

teams record-breaking season.

Ryan Haggstrom

With the end of our season comes the end of my blog for this year. For the final iteration

Richie Navratil gets to speak his mind.

Richie Navratil
Well, it's here. Actually. I mean, yes, this time I am done with intercollegiate baseball. This time

last year, I thought the same thing, when I finished my "senior" year of baseball, had my senior

day, and put an end to a good season (in terms of personal stats).

But there was a void to fill. The 2014 team ended with a 1-49 mark, and I knew we could do

better than that. Everybody on the team knew it, but not everyone had one more chance left

for them, one more year to try. I did. I had one more year of eligibility left to use up, due to

me redshirting my freshman year at Jamestown College (now University of Jamestown, N.D.).

The UMC coach did not get his contract renewed, and so began a search for a new coach, and

for me to figure out how to play baseball at the college level for one more year.

Coach Gust was the one to be hired to replace Coach Vito, and I immediately met with him,

trying to figure out what our options were. He knew that my leadership skills and the fact I've

already been through one "senior" year could be valuable to him, and he wanted me to help

him lay the groundwork for the turnaround. Couple of days later, coach laid down an offer I did

not want to refuse. A baseball scholarship big enough (combined with my two jobs) to survive

another year in college, and it was decided.

The newcomers were different this year. Whether they were transfers or incoming freshman,

a change of culture was in the air. We knew we didn't have to be the last team in the NSIC

anymore, we had new staff and a team full of talented players. From September until the first

week of February, it was nothing but hard work. Nobody took shortcuts and it paid off.

Once the first games rolled around, the new era of UMC baseball was about to begin. Yes

there were ups and downs in terms of results, in terms of personal and team performances,

and even in terms of team chemistry, but that was all dealt with in a good way, not

compromising our team goals. Those were not lofty, but challenging at the same time. Overall

wins record and conference wins record is what we were after. It stood at 10 and 7,

respectively, until we took the field.

You know how you always tell yourself as a player you want to play hard? I think we did it, I

mean, really did it. When the season was all settled and done, we took 13th in conference,

which is better than Golden Eagle baseball has ever finished. We had an overall record of 14-36

(8-26 in conference) shows it, too.

There are going to be a lot of things I will miss, and already do miss. The roadtrips, whether

that was 12 hour drives to Kansas, or flights to Florida, all the comraderie between the guys,

and having fun playing the game we all love since we were kids. With the new coach being

established now, and players knowing what it tastes like to succeed, I can't wait to follow UMC

baseball for years to come and feel the Golden Eagle pride.

Ryan Haggstrom

It feels great to be able to say this season was a success, but those of us that are returning

know that we cannot settle here. With double-digit seniors next year, we look forward to the

opportunity to take this program to the next level. Outside of our team, no one thought we

could do the things we did this year, and I expect the same next year. That is fine with us and

will never limit what we can accomplish.
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