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AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURE
St. Paur, MinNEsoTa 55101
January 1970

Dear Friend:

We were pleased with the favorable response from the women who participated
in the ‘‘Focus on the Future for Women'' symposium. Ideas shared in discus-
sion groups and in correspondence after the symposium reflect commitment,
on the part of the participants, to follow through with educational programs in
their own communities.

The response supported our overall objective: To learn of concerns of women
in leadership positions in Minnesota.

The expressed concerns of the discussion groups have been summarized,
grouped into ten categories and enclosed in this publication.

Some of these ideas will be considered in planning for future educational
offerings of Agricultural Extension Service, the General Extension Division and
the School of Home Economics of the University of Minnesota. This informa-
tion may also be useful to you in the development of educational programs
for local clientele.

We are interested in combining our state resources with those of your com-
munity in the development of continuing education programs.

Most sincerely,

buclpr €

Mrs. Evelyn P. Quesenberry, State Leader

Y

Home Economics Extension
EPQ:hmw

Enc.

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AND COUNTY EXTENSION SERVICES COOPERATING



SUMMARY OF THE DAY'S ACTIVITIES

One hundred thirty-five women from 63 Minnesota counties participated
in the ““Focus on the Future for Women'' symposium held October 8,
1969 at the Student Center on the St. Paul Campus of the University of
Minnesota. Participants were selected from all areas of the state of
Minnesota. They had been identified as ‘‘influential’’ in social, civic, and
educational activities in their communities.

The objectives of the symposium were (1) to provide an opportunity for
women of Minnesota to communicate their concerns and (2) to create
an awareness of educational resources available to women from Agri-
cultural Extension Service, the General Extension Division, and the
School of Home Economics at the University of Minnesota.

The program for the day included:

1) A panel of resource people to stimulate thinking.

2) Discussion groups of five to eight women chaired by leaders,
selected from the participants in advance to discuss their
concerns.

3) Exhibits showing some of the University’s resources.

4) Packets of materials including information about resources of
the University.

Participating in the resource panel were Barbara Thornton, Director of
Consumer Services, the Pillsbury Company; Mrs. Curtis Pietz, Home-
maker, Lakefield; and Charles E. Ramsey, Professor of Sociology, Uni-
versity of Minnesota. They introduced issues relating to social and
family concerns, the consumer, and the community.

Ronald Brown, Extension Training Specialist, chaired the program for
the day and provided guidance and direction to the discussion leaders.



FOCUS ON THE FUTURE FOR WOMEN

Summary of Concerns of Program Participants

One of the objectives of the symposium was to provide an opportunity
for women of Minnesota to communicate their concerns. The responses
seemed to fall into the ten categories below, with inter-relationship
among them. The pages following report in more detail some of the
specific comments. '

Areas of concerns:

— Status of women: role, involvement, leadership.

— Individual and family development.

— Educational opportunities and facilities.

— Public affairs and government.

— Social and family values.

— Community: problems, planning, and responsibility.
— Quality of environment.

— Drugs, narcotics, alcohol.

— Health and nutrition.

— Consumer protection and education.

STATUS OF WOMEN: ROLE, INVOLVEMENT, LEADERSHIP

General summary:

Well over one-half of the statements received from the participants
related to involvement, participation, and leadership of women.

Their concerns included acceptance of responsibility and leadership,
participation in community affairs, problem solving, training for com-
munity action, and motivation of women in the role of leadership.

Quotes from participants:

— ""How can middle class women be trained to bring about change
they want?”’

— "Participation of women in civic, political, industrial affairs.”

— "*More training for women for community action.”

— “Greater involvement of women in solving problems."”’

— “‘Getting women to believe their opinion is of value—to become
active in the community."”

— "More training of women in roles of leadership.”

— "“Encourage women to be concerned and carry through with
action on all facets of discussion covered today.”



— ““We need to realize our own responsibilities and become in-
volved in the solution of problems in our own communities in-
stead of depending on government to do everything for us.”

INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT

General summary:

Almost all of the participants expressed interest in various concerns of
individual and family life. There were special concerns about family life
as related to youth and senior citizens. Concerns of senior citizens most
often expressed were health and care, economic well being, housing and
provisions for retirement. Most often expressed were lack of communi-
cations within families and among groups and the generation gap.

Participants gave much attention to the changing family function and
structure as related to changes in society; planned parenthood and
population control; mental health including tension, pressure, and time
management; and creative use of leisure time.

Quotes from participants:
— ““Communications within families and with special groups such
as youth."

— “Youth and its concerns. How can we listen intelligently and act
expediently? How can we guide them? They are the citizens of
tomorrow.”

— "“Aged — high cost of care and lack of nutrition and health care
for the aged living at home."”

— “Women need to evaluate what creative outlets are most bene-
ficial to themselves and family as well as community.”’

— “Mental health problems, especially among children and among
young people.”

—— “Population, sex education, birth control, over population —
really effective control.”

— “Help people cope with change.”
— “Finding some way of lessening the pressures on most people.”
— "“Greater emphasis on pre-school child care and training."”

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AND FACILITIES

General summary:
Nearly all of the participants expressed concern about educational op-



portunities for all age groups. Of greatest concern was continuing edu-
cation for family members, particularly for women to gain marketable
skills.

Concerns relating to quality of education included availability of educa-
tion for all citizens and school consolidation.

Participants seemed to be relating to the question, ‘‘For whom should
education be offered and for what should it be offered?”” Improved edu-
cational facilities received some consideration,

Quotes from participants:

— “Continuing education for women for marketable skifls.”

— “Education — Is education relevant, especially sex education?
Courses often don’t deal with current problems. Need for more
counseling, more vocational courses.”

— “Continuing education: (a) How to take action on concerns.

(b) Further course work available in
rural areas as it is in metropolitan.”

— “*High cost and effectiveness of public education.”

— “Education — quality, consolidation, availability.”

— "Schools — how big is big enough?”’

— “We have the educational facilities plus many teachers — now
how do we use them to the best advantage?”’

— “Qver crowded schools.”

PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT

General summary:

A large number of the participants expressed some concern about pub-
lic policy and the government at all levels. Over 100 statements related
to this area of concern. Concerns of taxation included tax reform, use
of the tax dollars, and financing of education.

Other expressed interests were understanding and management of wel-
fare programs, crime and delinquency and the enforcement of law and
order, inflation and its effect on segments of society, regional planmng
and its various implications.

A small number of the participations mentioned the Vietnam War as a
concern.
Quotes from participants:

— “‘Government and regional planning — concerned about remov-
ing people from government, as well as encouraging death to



small rural communities.”

— "“*More need of understanding of welfare programs.”

— “Inflation—rising costs, squeeze on elderly, less skilled.”

— “More coordination of public and social welfare services.”

— “More understanding on taxes."”

— “Finding a Vietnam solution that will allow us to concentrate on
problems at home.”

— “Low cost housing for senior citizens.””

— “Problem of juvenile delinquency.”’

— “Crime — adequate law enforcement and police protection."

SOCIAL AND FAMILY VALUES

General summary:

Almost half of the participants were concerned about values held by
individuals today. These were expressed in terms of morals, standards,
attitudes, beliefs. Concern for others and lack of respect, a need for
understanding between people, and social and personal respect and
tolerance were expressed in various ways.

Quotes from participants:

— “Re-evaluating our ‘value system’.

— “Reappraisal of our value system — being honest about basics
and passing them on to the next generation with reasons, but
not being concerned about superficial elements.”

— “Provide a respect for all people — and their needs and cultural
values.”

— “Trend of modern religious attitudes, etc.”

— "Respect for other people’s concerns, opinions, etc.”

— ““More aware of the underprivileged problems."”

—- ““Our need to understand our fellow man.”

— "“Understanding of senior citizens — youth."”

COMMUNITY: PROBLEMS,
PLANNING, AND RESPONSIBILITY

General summary:

Over one-half of the participants expressed concern in this area, includ-
ing such issues as civil rights and' minority group problems, equal



employment and education, poverty, prejudice, discrimination, and
urbanization.

Other expressed concerns were in the area of community planning,
recreation facilities, day care centers, public and private housing, and
mass transit systems.

Some concern was expressed of the need for coordination in communi-
cation between agencies, institutions, mass media, and the general
public. Safety, particularly on the highway, was expressed as a concern.

Quotes from participants:

— "Professional help in small towns with city planning."”

— "“The presence and the effects of the ‘power structure’ in the
community."”

—— '"Day care centers for working mothers."”
-— “Farm prices and economic impact on rural affairs.”’

—- "Future of the rural community, small towns. Rural out migra-
tion of people.”

— “More understanding between rural and urban areas.”’

— "“Traffic and lack of good transit service.”

— “Adjustments necessary in changing from rural to urban society
— effects of rural consolidation.”

— “Improve recreation facilities.”

— "Prejudice — particularly racial; poverty.”

— ""How do you establish special facilities for groups such as the
elderly, the retarded, etc.”

— "Safety on the highway — adult drivers training."
— "“Need for low-cost housing."

QUALITY OF ENVIRONMENT

General summary:

Over half of the participants expressed concern about the quality of the
environment. About one-third of the participants were concerned speci-
fically about air and water pollution. Their expressed interests included
conservation of resources, environmental control, waste disposal, and
pesticides control.

Quotes from participants:

— “Emphasis on environmental quality and resource conservation,
especially people.”

— “‘Pollution — what to do about it (including air, water, soil).”



— “Air and water pollution — litter, specific problems in rural
areas.”

— ""Conservation — retaining green areas near cities.”

L

DRUGS, NARCOTICS, ALCOHOL

General summary:

Alcohol, drugs, and drug abuse were concerns of about 30 percent of
the participants. The major concern was for more education and contro!
for both youth and adults.

Quotes from participants:
— “Youth drug use and effect on future generation.”
— “Education of youth on drugs, pills and tranquilizers.”
— “Drugs, alcohol and how to cope with.”
— “Understanding the drug or L.S.D. problems."”’

HEALTH AND NUTRITION

General summary:

Approximately 25 percent of the participants indicated some concern in
the need for improved health and nutrition for all ages. Senior citizens
were specifically mentioned. Expressed also was concern for the rising
costs of hospital and medical facilities.

Quotes from participants:

— “Malnutrition at all levels.”

— “‘Cheaper, better hospital, medical care of everyone. Medical
costs are beyond the average man unless employer covers
case.”

— ““Ways of improving nutrition in family meals.”

— “Make youth aware of what their appearance and longevity will
be if they don't eat properly.”

— “Nutrition of nation — both affluent and poor.”’

CONSUMER PROTECTION AND EDUCATION

General summary:
About 25 percent of the women who were participating expressed con-



cern in the area of consumer protection and education. Their interests
included credit and its cost. Consumer education, rights in the market
place, budgeting, and buymanship.

Quotes from participants:

— “Consumer quality — safety in cars and appliances, regulation
of package sizes, labels in plain language, no phoney packaging
of vegetables, meats, etc. Schools built for education, not archi-
tecture.”

— ““Consumer protection programs.’’

— “Consumer power — How can women direct business, obtain
satisfactory products, adjustments service, etc.?”’

— "How to close the gap of producer and consumer."

— “Need to have scientific data (nutrition an example) translated
so consumer understands and will use."

Issued in furtherance of cooperative extension work in agri-
culture and home economics, acts of May 8 and June 30,
1214, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture. Roland H. Abraham, Director of Agricultural Extension
Service, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101.

1M—1-70
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.SYMPOSIUM

Adoiphson, ‘Leslie (Mrs.)

128 South Main

Blue Earth, Minnesota 56013
Alexander, William (Mrs.)
Belview, Minnesota 56214
Amundson, Carl (Mrs.)
Chatfield, Minnesota 55923
Anderson, Graham (Mrs.)
Route 2, Box 505

Hugo, Minnesota 55038
Anderson, Irene D. (Miss)
2210 Marshall Avenue

St. Paul, Minnesota 55104
Bajus, Beverly (Mrs.)

1200 investors Building
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402
Bajus, Luther J. (Mrs.)

Box 216

Lakefield, Minnesota 56150
Balfour, Donald (Mrs.)

929 N. Ada Street

Fergus Falls, Minnesota 566537
Berg, Carl H. (Mrs.)

Box 82

Chokio, Minnesota 56221
Bernhagen, John (Mrs.)

Route 1

Hutchinson, Minnesota 55350
Borchardt, Phyllis H. (Dr.)
Willow River, Minnesota 55795
Boushek, Sidney (Mrs.)
Belview, Minnesota 56214
Bridgeman, Donald (Mrs.)
4306 Grimes Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55424
Brown, Kenneth (Mrs.)

1216 Highland Avenue
Mankato, Minnesota 56001
Burns, George A. (Mrs.)
Rossport Farms

Milan, Minnesota 56262
Busse, Robert (Mrs.)

Box 87

Gaylord, Minnesota 55334
Castledine, Lois E. (Mrs.)

629 19th Street

Windom, Minnesota 56101

PARTICIPANTS

Chapin, Glade V. (Mrs.)
507 1st Avenue Northwest
Kasson, Minnesota 55944

Chapin, Glenn (Mrs.)
Route 1
Dodge Center, Minnesota 55927

Choiniere, Robert (Mrs.)
Route 1, Box 355
Stillwater, Minnesota 55082

Crassweller, Donald (Mrs.)
3810 Gladstone Street
Dufuth, Minnesota 55804

Delgehausen, Roger (Mrs.)
147 Chestnut Street
Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011

Delong, Mary Helen (Mrs.)
Park Street
Anoka, Minnesota 55303

Des Lauriers, Mary (Miss)
1550 West Larpenteur
St. Paul, Minnesota 55113

Edberg, Ruth (Miss)
Box 656
Crookston, Minnesota 56716

Eickhof, John (Mrs.)
Box 599
Crookston, Minnesota 56716

Ellingson, Darleen (Mrs.)
Courthouse
Mora, Minnesota 55051

Elmquist, Nannette Jayne (Mrs.)
127 City Hall
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55415

Fenton, Eleanor S. (Mrs.)
153 Nicholson Hall
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis Campus

Fifer, Ellen Z. (M.D.)
550 Cedar Street, Room 603
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Floathe, Jordis (Miss)
First National Bank
Two Harbors, Minnesota 55616

Forte, Helen J. (Mrs.)
3728 Columbus Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55407
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Gillie, George (Mrs.)

Route 2

Hallock, Minnesota 56728
Gilsrud, Sharon (Mrs.)

301 Courthouse

Mankato, Minnesota 56001
Giovanni, M. (Sister, SSND)
381 East Robie

St. Paul, Minnesota 55075
Grandstand, Clifford (Mrs.)
Shafer, Minnesota 55074
Grant, Donald K. (Mrs.)
Wyoming, Minnesota 55092
Gray, Helen A. (Mrs.)

Elk River, Minnesota 55330
Grossman, Mary Ann

55 East 4th Street

St. Paul, Minnesota 55110
Gustafson, Lawrence (Mrs.)
Wells, Minnesota 56097
Hallberg, Donald (Mrs.)
1927 Ridge Lane

Hastings, Minnesota 55033
Hamm, John (Mrs.)

725 1st Street S. E.

Little Falls, Minnesota 56345
Hangsleben, Barbara (Mrs.)
1815 N. W, 3rd Street

East Grand Forks, Minnesota 56716

Hanson, H. C. (Mrs.)

304 4th Avenue North
Rosemount, Minnesota 55068
Hart, Mary

Minneapolis Star and Tribune
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55415
Harvego, Alfred (Mrs.)

419 N. 14th Street
Breckenridge, Minnesota 56520
Haugrud, Raymond (Mrs.)
Route 1

Pelican Rapids, Minnesota 56572
Herman, Edith H. (Mrs.)

Route 5, Box 107

Excelsior, Minnesota 55331

Hinz, Walter E. (Mrs.)

1018 Willmar Avenue
Willmar, Minnesota 56201
Hoffer, Ed (Mrs.)

Route 1

Kandiyohi, Minnesota 56251
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Hogenson, Effie (Mrs.)
716 City Hall
St. Paul, Minnesota 55102

Houlton, Kendall (Mrs.)
1149 Nile Lane
Elk River, Minnesota 55330

Hovik, Suzanne
Woman's Editor
Minneapolis Star
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Huebner, Donald (Mrs.)
Donnelly, Minnesota 56235

Jenks, Mary Ellen (Mrs.)
8000 Normandale Boulevard
Bloomington, Minnesota

Jensen, John A. (Mrs.)
717 Thorndale
Crookston, Minnesota 56716

Jewson, Ruth (Mrs.)
1219 University Avenue Southeast
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

Johnson, M. A. (Mrs.)
115 E, 2nd Street
Blue Earth, Minnesota 56013

Johnson, Richard W. (Mrs.)
4912 Sunnyside Road
Edina, Minnesota 55424

Johnson, Reuben (Mrs.)
Route 2
Cambridge, Minnesota 55008

Juntunen, Oscar (Mrs.)
16 Canasia Road
Esko, Minnesota 55733

King, Tom (Mrs.)
1075 Waterloo
West St. Paul, Minnesota

Kipp, Dorothy (Mrs.)

Jordan, Minnesota 55352
Klingebiel, Elaine (Mrs.)

325 3rd Street

Farmington, Minnesota 55024
Kloos, Charles (Mrs.)
Hoffman, Minnesota 56339
Kragt, Preston R. (Mrs.)

705 4th Avenue S. W.

Sleepy Eye, Minnesota 56085

Krenik, Del L. (Mrs.)
Madison Lake, Minnesota 56063



Kyllo, Howard (Mrs.)
1720 Kyllo Lane
St. Paul, Minnesota 55111

Lambrecht, Rex (Mrs.)
Route 1
Burtrum, Minnesota 56218

Landin, Margaret (Mrs.)
The Farmer

1999 Shepard Road

St. Paul, Minnesota 55116

Larson, Bruce .(Mrs.)
Route 1
Claremont, Minnesota 55924

Legried, Howard (Mrs.)

Route 2, Box 7

New York Mills, Minnesota 56567
Lipsohn, Karl P. (Mrs.)

Stockton, Minnesota 55988
Lund, Russell (Mrs.)

Clinton, Minnesota 56225
Lundquist, William (Mrs.)

Route 4, Box 85

Stillwater, Minnesota 55082

Magnusson, A. B. (Mrs.)
Box 156

Blooming Prairie, Minnesota 55917

Mahoney, Felix (Mrs.)
Route 4
Red Wing, Minnesota 55066

Malkerson, Lester A. (Mrs.)
4850 West Lake Harriet Boulevard
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55410

Mann, Lois (Mrs.)
638 W. Laurel ,
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537

Maun, Joseph A. (Mrs.)

1757 Pinehurst Avenue

St. Paul, Minnesota 55116
McElwain, Willis (Mrs.)
Graceville, Minnesota 56240
McFarland, Keith N. (Mrs.)
3254 Sandeen Road

St. Paul, Minnesota 55112
McMillan, Helen (Representative)
1230 2nd Drive N. E.

Austin, Minnesota 55912
Miltich, Matthew (Mrs.)

730 2nd Avenue N, W.

Grand Rapids, Minnesota 55744

Nee, William J. (Mrs.)
219 Logan Parkway Northeast
Fridley, Minnesota 55432

Nickel, Bernett (Mrs.)
Sanborn, Minnesota 56083

Nickel, Pauline (Mrs.)
Windom, Minnesota 56159

Oberg, John (Mrs.)
Ulen, Minnesota 56585

Olson, Magnus (Mrs.)
102 Southeast Arthur
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

Olson, Robert T. (Mrs.)
301 Pine North
Canby, Minnesota 56220

Opp, Herbert (Mrs.)
Appleton, Minnesota 56208

Overby, Arthur (Mrs.)
Wolverton, Minnesota 56594

Pagel, Duane (Mrs.)
Route 2
Marshall, Minnesota 56258

Patterson, Maurine (Mrs.)
606 12th Avenue S. W.
Austin, Minnesota 55912

Pederson, Orin (Mrs.)
Amboy, Minnesota 56010

Peterson, Lloyd B. (Mrs.)
219 Ridge Road
Albert Lea, Minnesota 56007

Pflueger, Robert (Mrs.)
Ortonville, Minnesota 56278

Pishney, George (Mrs.)
Silver Lake, Minnesota 55381

Quilling, Henriette (Miss)
NSP, 360 Wabasha Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55413

Rasley, C. E. (Mrs.)
Route 2
Aitkin, Minnesota 56431

Reimnitz, Lura (Mrs.)
State Education Director
Minnesota Farmers Union
1275 University Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55104

Reineke, Charles (Mrs.)
440 2nd Avenue Northwest
Milaca, Minnesota 56353
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Reiser, Robert G. (Mrs.)
Pine City, Minnesota 55063
Renneke, Davis (Mrs.)
Nicollet, Minnesota 56074
Renneke, Earl W. (Mrs.)
Route 2

LeSueur, Minnesota 56058
Roff, Louise (Mrs.)

310 Nolte Center for Cont. Educ.

University of Minnesota
Minneapolis Campus

Rupp, Matilda (Mrs.)

Land O'Lakes

2215 Kennedy Street Northeast
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55413
Sackett, Cyril (Mrs.)
Stewartville, Minnesota 55976
Schaffer, Wilbert (Mrs.)

Route 3 :
Cannon Falls, Minnesota 55009
Schiller, Melvin (Mrs.)
Courtland, Minnesota 56021
Schilling, Joel (Mrs.)
Campostella Farm

Northfield, Minnesota 55057
Schletzer, Vera M. (Mrs.)
General Extension Division
154 Nicholson Hall

University of Minnesota
Minneapolis Campus
Schmiesing, Virgil (Mrs.)

RR 2

Hanska, Minnesota 56041
Schofield, Geraldine B. (Mrs.)
1441 East River Road
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414
Seltzer, Miriam (Mrs.)

1917 East River Road
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414
Smisek, Edward F. (Mrs.)
Route 1, Box 29

Lonsdale, Minnesota 55046
Spande, Irvin (Mrs.)

" Silver Lake Road

Princeton, Minnesota 55371

Starr, James E. (Mrs.)

441 1st Avenue W.
Cambridge, Minnesota 55008
Stater, Florence (Miss)

1378 East Maynard Drive

St. Paul, Minnesota 55116
St. George, John (Mrs.)

RR 2

Bagley, Minnesota 56621

Strommen, L. H. (Mrs.)
1252 10th Avenue North
St. Cloud, Minnesota 56301

Suilivan, Ben (Mrs.)
Morton, Minnesota 56270

Szczepanski, Alexander (Mrs.)
2357 Case Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55119

Taylor, James L. (Mrs.)
553 Aurora Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55103

Veerhusen, William E. (Mrs.)
803 Hennepin Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403

Vogel, Arnold F. (Mrs.)

999 Kingman Hill

Red Wing, Minnesota 55066
Voss, Robert (Mrs.)

10340 Xavis Street

Coon Rapids, Minnesota 55433

White, Robert J. (Mrs.)

Box 34

Ogilvie, Minnesota 56358
Wiegrefe, Paul (Mrs.)

Route 2

Faribault, Minnesota 55021
Wisted, Beatrice (Miss)

1302 Roosevelt

Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 56501

Young, Dallas (Mrs.)
420 Vine Street, Box 328
Brainerd, Minnesota 56401

Young, Sara (Miss)
4124 Robinson Street
Duluth, Minnesota 55804






Rosella Oualev, Dlstrlct Superwsor, Hom' Eeonomu:s
’Extensmn, Chmrman L




