- .‘AUGUST 1976

Wherein are recorded the recollections, the
ruminations and the raspirations of those who
have drunk from the foaming fount of the Dep-
artment of Plant Pathology of the University of
Minnesota and who now spout forth in divers
ways

F et the Tount foam and never run dry

Lot the spout syuirt amd never lose power



AS THE HEAD SEES IT

Dear Ole Timers:

It was good to see many of you again during the National APS Meetings in
Kansas City in July of 1976. It seems that the annual APS Meetings are always
a success but the Kansas City Meetings, at least for me and for many others with
whom | have talked, were especially good. It was a convenient meeting for members
of our Department to attend and consequently we had a large number of staff and
students in attendance. The Minnesota alumni suite was crowded most evenings and
the Minnesota alumni social hour the second evening of the Conference was attended
by between 150 and 200 individuals. The combined alumni suite and designated
social hour as utilized in Kansas City has been our most successful alumni effort
to date and we plan to use a similar format in the years to come.

Dutch elm disease has developed into a major problem in Minnesota and
especially in the Twin Cities area. The disease was discovered in the state in
1961 and progressed very slowly until recent years. There are between 4 and 5
million elms in the 7-county area around the Twin Cities and at the present time
approximately 5% of them are affected. The highest concentration of infected
individuals is in the St. Paul area. It has been estimated that 50% of the elms
will be lost within the next 10 years or so and the removal costs alone amount to
something in the order of 500 to 600 million dollars. Needless to say, there is
much concern at all levels in the state about the devastation of our elm population
which lies ahead. Drs. French, Stienstra, and Shrum of the Department along with
members of other departments in the Institute of Agriculture are working toward
the development of a unified disease management program which we hope will result
in a reduction in the rate of spread of the disease and thereby increase the life-
span of our elm population.

Dr. James Percich, a graduate in Plant Pathology from Michigan State University,
recently joined our staff in a post-doctoral capacity on the wild rice project.
Dr. Percich will be working with Dr. Kernkamp on various aspects of the wild rice
disease research program.

Our illustrious retired professors are fairing very well. Dr. Stakman is in
good health, spends time in the office almost every day and actively participates
in seminars and faculty meetings. He is also working with Dr. Wilcoxson and his
graduate students as a consultant on our "slow rusting' project. Dr. C. M. Christen-
sen is still very active in research and is currently receiving credit for one of
his most recent discoveries which has to do with moisture transfer in grain while
in transit and the relationship of moisture transfer to changes in shipment weight
and deterioration by microorganisms. Dr. Car]l Eide still works every day, is
responsible for departmental publicity and is editor of the Aurora Sporealis.

In addition, he also works with Dr. Shrum and other members of the faculty on the
potato project. Matt Moore is also active and took more than a passing interest
in the major outbreak of smut that developed in oats in Minnesota during the past
year. | recently visited with Dr. Tom King and Shirley in their home near Grand
Rapids, Minnesota. Tom is fully recovered from the disease he contracted while
serving with FAO in Indonesia earlier this year. He plans to become involved in
several departmental activities and is looking forward to getting involved in
international agriculture in the near future. In a nutshell, | think one can
accurately conclude that the old guard is setting a good example for our young
faculty.



In general, things continue to go well for the Department and | hope that
this issue of Aurora finds you in good health, and wish you the very best for the
Holiday Season. Incidentally, if you know of any "ole timers' who are not receiving
Aurora, please let us know, and if you would like to send a ''message' to any ''ole

timer' through the pages of Aurora we would be happy to publish your letter or
letters.

Warmest regards,

7 lopibiled

Professor and Head
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OLD TIMERS COLUMN

Dr. Dennis McGee, who was a Post-Doc
in the Department in 1968-69, became a
member of the faculty of the Department
of Botany and Plant Pathology of the
University of Maine in March, 1976. He
will spend about 20% of his time teach-
ing and 80% doing research on diseases
of apples and blueberries. Dr. McGee
was formerly a Senior Plant Pathologist
at the Victoria Research Institute,
Melbourne, Australia. Last year he was
on Sabbatic leave at the University of
Saskatoon, Canada.

Shirley Nelson, secretary in the office
during 1968 - 70, is now Mrs. Rick
Beartsch and lives in Portage, Wisconsin.
She and Rick were married almost 3 vears
ago. Shirley is working in a bank in
Portage where she is a teller.

J.M. (Peewee) Wallace, MS 1927, PhD
1929, recently wrote to Prof. M.F.
Kernkamp that, although he retired of-
ficially in 1970 from his professorship
at UC, Riverside, he still has about
500 citrus trees under study in the
field and comes to his office regularly
to do some writing. PeeWee was princi~
pally responsible for the establishment
of the International Organization of
Citrus Virologists (10CV) in 1957 and
has been active in the organization ever
since, attending meetings in various
countries, including South Africa in
1972 and Greece in 1975. PeeWee and
Adeline visited the Lee Hines and Stu
Holtons recently in Sun City, Arizona,
where they played a little golf as they
used to of yore. He complains that re-
cently his game has been so bad that he
is about to lose interest. God forbid!

Larry Schaal, Ph.D. 1941, and Mrs. Schaal

now live in a retirement village in
Loveland, Colorado. Larry suffers from
Parkinson's disease and is in the nursing
section of the village.

Larry Tyner, Ph.D. 1939, writes to E.C.
S. that he and Mrs. Tyner have lived in
Victoria, B.C. ("The City of Flowers')
for the past 5 years and ''are quite
happy to get away from the rigorous
prairie winters''. Son Jimmy and family
live in L.A. where the Tyners visit
during January (to escape Victoria's
winter?). They visited 0.T, Earl
Anderson and Marian who now live in
Santee, Cal., just east of San Diego.
Re matters phytopathological Larry says
""The equipment in the present day lab
is a far cry from that in our labs of
the 30's and 40's, but one must concede
that ideas do not come from a piece of
equipment''.

R.C.F. Macer, who was a Post-Doc here
in the spring of 1962, has accepted a
post as Director of the Scottish Plant
Breeding Station, Pentland Field, Roslin,
Midlothian, effective August 1, 1976. He
was formerly professor of crop production
at the Edinburgh School of Agriculture.

John Siwula, MS 1971, now lives in
Jamestown, N.Y. where he teaches physi-
cal science in Jefferson Jr. High School.
John and Sally have 2 daughters, one born
12/12/75 and the other about 16 months
older. They live in a large old farm-
house near Jamestown where John gardens
and adds to his income by his skill in
woodworking.

Benjamin Ortega, as Director General of
the Sanidad Vegetal in Mexico, was in-
strumental in having a new federal Law
for Plant Protection approved by the
Senate last year. He has also started a
national campaign against the golden nem-
atode.

0id Timer Luis Siller is now working at
Chapingo at the Technical Department for
Agricultural Research. Luis took Gradu-
ate work in the Department in 1956-57.

The last issue of Aurora was Volume 46, No. 2, dated December, 1975,



 Dr. Norman Borlaug, MS 1941, PhD 1942,
delivered the H.K, Hays Memorial Lecture
Jan. 20, 1976 at the Student Center on
the St. Paul Campus. Since receiving the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1970, Norm has be-
come what is probably the most widely
known world authority on food problems.
His lecture here considered these prob-
lems from the standpoints of biology,
economics and social-political consider-
ations. He emphasized the great need for
a wider and better understanding of agri-
culture.

C.C. Allison, MS 1930, PhD 1935, was
praised in Summa Phytopathologica for
September, 1975 for his role in the de-
velopment of the Sociedade Brasileira de
Fitopathologia and the growth of the post
graduate work at the Universidade de Sao
Paulo, where he first worked in 1964
under an Ohio State U. - USAID agreement.
Summa Phytopathologica is the official
organ of the Gruap Paulista de
Fitopathologia, an affiliate of the
Sociedade Brasileira de Fitopathologia.

In the tribute to Allison it is pointed
out that the benefits Brasil has received
from his presence there might be traced
to Phytopathora infestans, which devas-
tated the potatoes in Ireland in the
1840's and drove Clyde's paternal ances-
tors to the U.S.

VOICES FROM THE PAST

J. Gordon Gibbs, PhD 1937, called from
the St. P.- Mpls. airport about 10:30 pm
on June 22, 1976. Gibbs, who retired
in 1969, and Mrs. Gibbs, were members
of a group from New Zealand interested
in roses, They visited California,
Portland, Ore, and Vancouver, B.C. and
got stranded in Calgary by the airline
strike in Canada. By going to Spokane
via bus the party got air transportation
to the Twin Cities. They planned to go
to London, via N.Y., for more rose
meetings. The Gibbs' also planned to
spend 8 days in Norway. J. Gordon said
he will write Aurora a letter with more
details of his career since the days of
the 'Better 'Ole' in the Tottering
Tower

Rosemary MclLeod, Secretary during the
30's called from Mpls during the evening
of June 18, 1976. Rosemary is leaving
her home in Florida to go to Rome, where
she will work for the Church. Something
having to do with a publication of Church
history. We hope to hear more details
from Rosemary soon.

DARLING, HANSON RETIRE FROM U of W

Henry M. Darling, MS 1935, PhD 1943,
and Earle W. Hanson, MS 1939, PhD 1942,
became Professors Emeriti at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin on June 30, 1976. There
was a reception in their honor in the
Alumni Room of the Wisconsin Center on
June 13. Short talks were made by Dean
Glenn S. Pound, Professor Arthur Kelman
and one of the graduate students. All
emphasized that, in addition to their
attainments in research and teaching,
both Henry and Earle had been unusually
generous of their time and resources in
promoting the general good of the De-
partment at Wisconsin and in helping
graduate students. Several former stu-
dents from Kansas and l1linois were pre-
sent at the reception. T. Kommedahl and
M.F. Kernkamp attended from Minnesota.

Amoung other honors, Earle and Henry re-
ceived letters announcing their elec-
tion to the Council of the Ancients, a
prestigous group of retirees that meets
for lunch in 303 Stakman Hall,

RALPH ANDERSON RETIRES

Ralph L. Anderson, PhD 1952, retired
January 1, 1976 from his position as
Principal Plant Pathologist, U.S.
Forest Service. He was stationed at the
North Central Forest Experiment Station
on the St. Paul Campus and held a cour-
tesy appointment as Professor in the
Department of Plant Pathology. During
his career Ralph studied a number of
tree diseases, including Hypoxylon
canker of aspen, Nursery root rots,
dwarf mistletoe of black spruce, and
disease of juvenile jack pine and as-
pen. He was born in Minot, N.D.



VISITORS

March 2, Tom Nicholson from the U of
Dundee, Scotland, visited old and new
professional friends at Stakman Hall.
During the academic year 1955-56 Tom was
in the Department as a Research Fellow.
He spent October, 1975 thru February,
1976 at the Universities of |1linois and
Florida, investigating mycorrhizae at
both places.

March 4. Phil Hamm, PhD 1950, found
the Council of the Ancients in session
at noon and spent an hour discussing with
them the progress of science and the past
glories of plant path softball. 1In his
capacity as Distinguished Science Fellow
with the Montsano Agricultural Co., Phil
has been interested in ideas about in-
creasing plant resistance to stress--
preferably with chemicals. He also spent
some time with 0.T. Jake Levitt, who is
presently Visiting Professor in the De-
partment of Horticultural Science.

Phil's new spring outfit (clothes) was
a triumph of style and taste. He was
purtier even than Al Wood.

Phil informed us that Montsano recently
hired Dale Nelson, son of Richard C.
Nelson, PhD 1938. Dale has a PhD in
plant physiology. Father Richard, whose
degree was also in physiology, is now in
the physics department, Ohio State U.

May 3. Bobby Renfro, PhD 1960, was
here briefly while on vacation from
Bangkok, Thailand. Bobby, who is with
the Rockefeller Foundation, works prin-
cipally on downy mildew of maize. He
was formerly Director of the Asia Corn
Program until it was taken over by
CIMMYT., From St., Paul he and Mrs. Renfro
went to Oklahoma and then to Texas to
confer with 0.T. Dick Fredericksen, who
also works on maize downy mildew. The
Renfro sons are both in the Twin Cities,
one in the graduate school, U of M, and
the other working in the computer in-

dustry. He will enter the U of M in
the Fall.
May 30. Joanne Dorsher dropped in.

Brought cookies. Joanne has finished
her course work, expected to get her M5
in August and then get a job teaching.

June 29. Arvid Monson, MS 1964, (PhD
in genetics, U of M). Arvid was on va-
cation from his post as Associate Pro-
fessor at Allegheny College, Meadville,
Pa., where he teaches genetics, micro-
biology and seminars. His vacation plan
included a few days helping his father
make hay on his farm at Pequot Lakes, Mn,
Arvid and Mrs. Monson have a son eleven
years old.

February 28. Joe Vargas, PhD 1968
was in town to attend the meeting of the
National Golf Course Superintendents’
Association of America. Joe is Assoc.
Professor at Michigan State U. and gave
a talk to the Superintendents on turf
diseases.

January 7. Charles R. Olien, MS 1955,
PhD 1956. Bob came here to talk to Matt
Moore (says Matt); he also gave a seminar
on winter hardiness and conferred with
Minnesota horticulturists on the same
subject. At Michigan State University
Bob is Plant Pathologist with the ARS-
USDA and Professor in the Department of
Crop and Soil Sciences. His secretary
is Myrtle Norquist Smith, MS 1952,

February 11. Wm. Bugbee, PhD 1965 at-
tended a sugar beet meeting in the Twin
Cities. He is a Plant Pathologist, ARS-
USDA, at North Dakota State University,
Fargo, N.D.

February 13. Jeri Ooka, PhD 1975,
Assistant Plant Pathologist at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii, attended an inter-
regional corn conference in Cincinnati
and stopped to say hello to old friends
and to Mrs, Ooka, who is Associate
Scientist in the medical school, U of M.

April 22. Larry Littlefield, PhD 1964,
dropped into evening seminar about 9 pm
and immediately got into the discussion,
which was sort of heated, Ted Sudia be-
ing the speaker. Larry, Mycologist in
the Department of Plant Pathology, North
Dakota State University, was in town to
give a paper at an Electron Microscopy
Symposium (see pl8). Matt Moore heard
the talk and pronounced it excellent;
high praise coming from Matt.



March 2. Professor Paul Williams of
~the University of Wisconsin, gave a very
interesting talk to the Tuesday Seminar
on club root of cabbage. He spent sev-
eral hours on the following Wednesday
conferring with staff members and stu-
dents.

April 26, Eugene E. Saari, MS 1962,
PhD 1966, visited his wife and children
(3 boys, 1 girl) in Warba, Minn. and
stopped at Stakman Hall on his way back
to Cairo, Egypt, where he is now station-
ed permanently with CIMMYT. Geno and
co-worker Mike Prescott, PhD 1970, get
around a good deal, having held workshops
in New Dehli, India and Islamabad,
Pakistan in February and March. Occas-
sionally he sees other 01d Timers, in-
cluding S.F. Hasan, PhD 1949, Director
of the Cereal Research Institute,
Islamabad; Tewfik Abdul-Hak, PhD 1948,
Director of the Institute for Plant Path-
ology, Giza, Egypt; Subhi Qasem, PhD
1959, Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture,
University of Jordan and L.M. Joshi,
Senior Plant Pathologist and Principal
Investigator (wheat diseases) in the
Indian Agricultural Research Institute,
New Dehli. Joshi was a Fellow of the
Rockefeller Foundation in the Department
in 1963-64,

Geno said his family plans to join
him in Cairo in August, 1976, having
spent the winter in Minnesota while Dr.
Saari changed headquarters from Beirut
to Cairo.

July. Saari was back again, and,
along with CIMMYT's Dr. Jesse Dubin,
conferred with Clyde Christensen about
a field handbook of wheat diseases and
insects that CMC was writing for CIMMYT.

May 25. Wm. Q. Loegering, PhD 1949,
Wm. was on his way from Northern Minneso-
ta to the U of Missouri at Columbia to
look after experiments there. He will
return to Northern Minn. soon, where he
spends his summers and expects to enjoy
the company of E.P. DuCharme, PhD 1949,
another incurable nature lover. Bill is
Professor at the U of Missouri, teaches
a course about the genetics of disease
development and runs two seminars, one
in genetics and the other in Plant Path.

Bill's reputation as a leader and in-
spirer goes back at least to the 40's
where he worked on stem rust for the U
S.D.A. and, as a sideline, was the un-
orthodox leader of Explorer Scouts Troop
17. The scouts in Troop 17 learned to
enjoy and appreciate nature as few scouts
are privileged to do, and their appreci-
ation of Bill increases with the years.

February 11. Dr. Mark A. Smith, MS
1966, PhD 1968, is now Head of the
National Plant Disease Detection and In-
formation Program in APHIS, USDA. Mark
was recently Chief Scientist for the
National Capitol Park in the Department
of the Interior.

April 22-30. Edmundo Davila, MS 1961,
visited Stakman Hall and old friends in
Minneapolis. Edmundo is now a potato
grower, having resigned from a position
with the Department of Agriculture in
Mexico about 10 years ago. He has farms
in Zamora, Mich. where his home is, and
in the vicinity of Monterry and Saltillo,
Coah. Taking advantage of differences
in altitude and latitude enables him to
plant at different times of the year. He
discussed his operation and showed slides
at Thursday evening seminar. Edmundo and
Mrs. Davila have 3 sons and a daughter.

July 15. George Bean, PhD 1963, on
his way from the Meetings in K.C. He
is Associate Professor in the University
of Maryland, teaching introductory bot-
any and several courses in Plant Path.
In his teaching, George says he empha-
sizes field work and wide experience with
diseases. Several of the 22 graduate
students in the department work part of
the time with Old Timers George Papaviza
and Bob Goth in the USDA at Beltsville.
George was on sabbatic leave at the Uni-
versity of Glasgow, Scotland, June - Dec-
ember, 1975 and again in the spring of
1976, working on late blight.

April 23. R.S. Davidson, PhD 1947,
was on the St. Paul Campus on business
and stopped in Stakman Hall briefly.
Dick has been with Battelle, a commer-
cial research organization, for some
time and is now Manager of Environmental
Planning and Assessment Programs.



May 27 - 29. A group of Soviet scien-
tists visited Dr. J.B. Rowell, A.P.
Roelfs and D.V. McVey of the Cereal
Rust Laboratory. They were: A.A.
Sozinov, Director of the All-Union
Breeding and Genetics Institute; A.N.
Galkin, Senior Scientific Worker of the
Laboratory of Spring and Winter Wheat
of the Scientific Research Institute of
Agriculture of the Southeast; 0.S.
Korikov, Director of the North
Kazakhstan Breeding Center VNIl of Grain
Husbandry; and A.F. Stel'makh, Head of
The Wheat Genetics Lab, All-Union Breed-
ing and Genetics Institute. They were
interested in the breeding and improve-
ment of spring and winter wheat and con-
ferred with the staff at the Rust Labor-
atory on resistahce to rust, races, and
techniques used in rust research.

May 24, D.E. Munnecke, MS 1949, PhD
1950, stopped in on his return from a
month's trip to Germany where he and Mrs.
M. went to see a new granddaughter. It
was Don's second visit to Europe in a
vear, having attended an International
Congress of Plant Protection in Moscow
in August, 1975. His work at UC River-
side has emphasized the study of surviv-
al of Armellaria mellea in soils and the
measurement of dose response of soil
fungi to fumigants. The Munneckes have
2 sons, 2 daughters and 5 granddaughters.

July 26. Gil Stalknecht, MS 1966, PhD
1968. Gil was on his way to meetings of
the Potato Association at Stevens Point,
Wisc, He has been working on the physi-
ology of potatoes at the U of ldaho's
Aberdeen station for about 8 years. Re-~
cently he has become coordinator of seed
potato research. The production of seed
potatoes has expanded rapidly in Idaho
in recent years,

Gil reports that Dexter Douglas, PhD
1968 is now working with the Chemical
Supply Co., Inc., Twin Falls, ID, a
distributor of chemicals used in the po-
tato industry. The company is also in=
terested in seed potato production.
Dexter was with the USDA at Aberdeen un-
til taking his present position about a
year ago.

April 7 - 9. Dr. Lynn Gary of the U.S.
Regional Soybean Laboratory came to con-
fer with Bill Kennedy about root rots of
soybean. He spoke briefly at evening
seminar.

August 6. Tom King was around for a
short time and gathered some sweet corn
to freeze for use next winter. Last
January Tom and Shirley went to Jakarta,
Indonesia where Tom was Project Manager
of a FAO - UNDP project for plant pro-
tection. Last spring Tom suffered a sev-
ere asthmatic attack which persisted and
he was advised to leave the tropics. At
their home near Grand Rapids, Minn. Tom
made a rapid recovery and is now in good
health.

August 4. John Neiderhauser, with num-
erous friends in the Department, stopped
briefly on his way to visit son Bruce,
who is working this summer on a potato
farm in the Red River Valley (N.D. side)
Bruce, possibly inspired by his father's
success with potatoes, wanted to learn
about growing them where the action is,
and got a job through the good offices
of Howard Bissonnette. John is Director
of the International Potato Project and
for many years was in charge of potato
improvement work with the Rockefeller
Foundation in Mexico.

August 20, Irvin L. Forbes, PhD 1935,
and Mrs. Forbes arrived late in the after-
noon, had dinner with Dr. Stakman and
the Matt Moores, and left early the next
day to return to Baton Rouge. The
Forbes travel a lot. O0ften, when they
feel the urge, they hop into their air-
conditioned Cadillac, drive until the
urge subsides and put up at a suitable
hostelry. A highly civilized way to
travel. Irvin is Professor Emeritus at
Louisiana State University., While he
took graduate work at Minnesota in 1929-
31, Eide, and then Matt Moore, taught
his botany classes at LSU, much to their
edification.

August 24. Robert Slattery. Bob is
in charge of the potato seed farm and
seed certification in Wisconsin, having
some of the duties formerly the work of
0.T. Henry Darling, who retired June
30. Bob and family live at Antigo.



August 20, Grace Aschenbach, formerly
Executive Secretary, who retired in the
fall of 1973, visited Stakman Hall and
brought a beautiful cake. It was Eide's
birthday*. Grace is recovering nicely
after having surgery in May 1976 for
acute glaucoma in her right eye. It did
not dampen her high spirits and enjoy-
ment of life, apparently. Grace travels.
She was in Europe during April and May,
1975 and in Hawaii and California in
March, 1976. She took courses in the
humanities at St. Cathrines College in
75-76 and intends to continue her stud-
ies during the coming academic year.

*“Grace was reminded of Eide's birthday
by the morning radio news broadcast.
They do it every year, not mentioning
him by name but referring to the tor-
nado that hit St. Paul on August 20, 1904
and, among other things, blew down the
High Bridge over the Mississippi. Over
the years, members of the Department
have become aware of the fact that the
two disasters occurred on the same day
and they can't forget it. JJC used to
emphasize also that 1904 was also a
year of great damage by black stem rust.
To further commemorate the day, the girls
in the office served ice cream and cof-
fee in the afternoon.

A visitor to St. Paul who only a few
in plant pathology had a privilege of
knowing was Santiago Fuentes Jr., Teen-
age son of Santiago Fuentes F., MS 1958,
Young Santiago, through arrangements
made by Ernie and Mrs. Banttari, lived
with a St. Paul family, the William
Marzolf's, for a couple of months, en-
joying the Minnesota summer, including
water-skiing, and polishing up his al-
ready proficient English, Like his dad,
Santiago is urbane and friendly and his
visit was much appreciated, especially
by his hosts. Santiago Sr's Minnesota
friends feel happy that his opinion of
the state is favorable enough to prompt
him to send his son here,

STAKMAN 1S 91

Dr. Stakman's 91st birthday was ob-
served with the traditional cake at the
morning coffee break and, in the after-
noon, the Second Annual E.C. Stakman
Softball Game between the staff and stu-
dents. (The students won, but by a nar-
row margin).

Stak in a 22-minute film

is featured
about the University and its relation to
the lives of people, a film that won

top honors in a national competition.
Also appearing in the film was Dave
French, discussing the Dutch elm disease

"Report'', a news sheet published twice
a month by the Department of University
Relations, carried a lead article about
Dr. Stakman in the August issue. What
was he proudest of? '"'I'm proud that
the Unviersity hung on to me as long as
it did." And later, of his relation-
ships with colleagues and students:
"I''m proud that we learned together as
well as we did'", And thus the title of
the piece: ''Stakman Still Learning at
91", No one who knows him is surprised.



JAMES TAMMEN JOINS PLANT PATH FACULTY

Dr. James Tammen became a Full Pro-
fessor in the Department of Plant Path-
ology July 1, 1976, His professorship
is part of his appointment as Dean of
the College of Agriculture at Minnesota,
effective the same date. '

Dr. Tammen holds the BS in plant sci-
ences from the U of California, Davis,
and the PhD from the U. of C, Berkeley.
He left his position as Head of the De-
partment of Plant Pathology at Pennsyl-
vania State University to accept the
Deanship at Minnesota. His decision to
come to Minnesota pleased the members of
the Department as well as others in the
University. Wm. F. Hueg Jr., Deputy
Vice President and Dean of the Institute
of Agriculture, Forestry and Home Econ-
omics, said "'l am convinced that we
have secured an outstanding individual
to work with the College in assuring its
appropriate place within the Institute,
the University of Minnesota, and service
to the citizens of the state.'

OTHER NEW JOBS

Jon Jeresek, who passed his MS final on

April 20, 1976, left for Arizona, where
he works for the U.S. Forest Service.

Craig Grau, PhD 1974, has accepted a
position at the University of Wisconsin.
We understand that he will assume the
responsibilities of 01d Timer Earle W.
Hanson, who retired June 30, 1976.

Bent Skovmand, PhD 1975, left St. Paul
on February 2, 1976 for Mexico where he
is a Post-degree Fellow working on the
wheat breeding project for CIMMYT,

AND PROMOTIONS

Effective July 1, 1976, Robert Brambl
and Richard J. Zeyen were promoted from
Assistant Professor to Associate Profes-
sor. Promoted as courtesy appointees in
the Department of Plant Pathology were:
Donald McVey, Alan P. Roelfs and Paul G.
Rothman | USDA personnel in the Cereal
Rust Laboratory. These men were advanced
from Assistant to Associate Professor.

(more: see p. 11)

ANDERSON TAKES STATE JOB

Darryl Anderson, MS 1969, and candi-
date for the PhD, became Assistant Com-
missioner of the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture on January 7, 1976. Darryl
was Instructor in forest pathology for
2% years before accepting the new po-
sition.

THE OFFICE HELP SITUATION

April
Connie

Karen
Beverly Debbie Linda

When Sharon Knowles vacated her Sr.
Clerk-typist position on January 1 to
have a baby (girl, Jan. 17), the job was
filled by Millie Fortner, who is not
only a good typist but also an opera
singer. At the end of her -tenure in
plant pathology, Millie appeared as
"Buttercup'" in the Gilbert and Sullivan
opera H.M.5. Pinafore. The opera was
presented at 10 one-night stands at var-
ious parks in Minneapolis. Millie ex-
pected to return to California after her
appearances in Minneapolis.

Sharon decided not to reclaim her job
and on July 16, Karen Beck began work in
the position on a permanent basis.

Now we hear that Beverly Bergman is
quitting August 31. That is tough,



VISITING SCIENTISTS

Alan M.
Paton

Dr. Alan M. Paton, Professor, Univer-
sity of Aberdeen, Scotland, worked in

Bill Kennedy's lab from April 15 to June

15, 1976. Professor Paton is Head of
the Division of Agricultural Bacteriol-

| saac
Wahl

0ld Timer Isaac Wahl is back at Min-
nesota for the third time to study his
favorite fungi, the cereal rusts. Dr.
Wahl was here in 1948-50 and again in
1967-68. His present position is that
of Head of Mycology and Plant Pathology
in the department of botany at Tel-Aviv

ogy in the University of Aberdeen. While University, Israel. During his present

in Minnesota he worked on the use of
fluorescent brighteners in microbiolog-
ical research, especially in relation
to bacterial blight of beans.

Right:

Left:

Antonio Bottalico is working with Dr.
C.J. Mirocha, June 15 to September 15,
on toxins and other metabolic products
of Fusarium spp. He is a graduate of
the University of Bari, Bari, ltaly,
where he has spent several years inves-
tigating fungus toxins and other meta=-
bolic product. He is author of more
than 20 papers, most of them on fungus
toxins.

visit, from August through December,
1976, he plans to study slow rusting of
wheat with Roy Wilcoxson and crown and
stem rust of oats with Paul Rothman.

Gian L.
Ercolani

Antonio
Bottalico

Professor Gian L. Ercolani is spend-
ing July - September, inclusive, in Bill
Kennedy's laboratory doing research on
bacteria epiphytic on soybean leaves.
Dr. Ercolani is Professor of Phytobac-
teriology in the Unjversity of Bari,
ltaly. He has done extensive research
on phytopathogenic bacteria and is inter-
nationally known especially for his work
on the quantitative aspects of bacterial
infection of plants.



NAGAYOSHI OSHIMA DIES

Nagayoshi Oshima, PhD 1957, died of a
cerebral hemorrhage on February 20, 1976
at Boulder, Col. Oshima was Associate
Professor at Colorado State University,
where he had been on the staff since
1957, teaching and doing research on
diseases of vegetables, fruits and trees.
He was a graduate of Tokyo University
and was awarded the MS in plant patholo-
gy in 1933 by C.S.U. Dr. Oshima was
born October 20, 1927 in Tokyo. He is
survived by Mrs. Oshima and two sons.

BIRTHS
January 17. To Sharon and Glen Knowles,
a girl. Name: Jessica. Debbie won the

pool by guessing the date. Sharon was
formerly secretary for extension in the
main office.

March 10. To Supranee and Paibooya
Gavinlertvatana, a girl. Wt. 7 lbs.,
11 oz. Name: March. Supranee is a can-

didate for the MS in plant pathology.

May 14, To Linda and Dave Lang, a girl.
Wt., 8 1bs, 3 oz. Name Meghan. Dave
is a candidate for the PhD.

May 25. To Sarah and Virgil Jons, a
girl. Name: Kirstin Lael. Virgil is
Executive Secretary of the Crop Quality
Council.

WORLD TRAVELS

Al Wood went to Morocco February 7 to
confer with officials of Morocco and
Algeria concerning the renewal of the
USAID project of the University of Minne-
sota and the Institute Hassan Il. Al
also stopped in Essen, Germany and Man-
chester, England to discuss the air pol-
lution program which will be part of the
3rd International Congress of Plant Path.

C.J. Mirocha attended a symposium on
food safety in Taipei, Taiwan, April 28-
May 6. The symposium was held under the
auspices of the U S - Republic of China

Science Program and was attended by 10
representatives from the United States.
Mirocha, the only plant pathologist in
the group, presented a paper on protec-
tion of crops from mycotoxins. While in
Taipei he also gave lectures on mycotox-
ins at the Academia Simica and the
National Taiwan University. He also ar-
ranged for cooperative work on mycotox-
ins with Chinese scientists, including
0.T. Ho Shii Chang, PhD 1972. Prof.
Mirocha stopped in Tokyo to consult with
colleagues there on cooperative work and
in Alaska to collect cereal grains to use
in mycotoxin research.

Prof. Dave French attended a meeting
of the International Research Group in
Wood Preservation held May 6 - 20 in
Wildhaus, Switzerland. The meeting was
attended by key personnel engaged in
wood preservation research in 22 coun-
tries. Dave was requested to present a
position paper on major issues in the
wood preservation industry at the next
meeting of the group, which will be held
in Holland in 1977.

Sagar Krupa spent July 20 - August 5
at Chapingo, Mexico, teaching a course
on air pollutant effects on vegetation.
He also evaluated injuries to field
crops by pollutants. The project is
sponsored by the University of Mexico.

Dr. Mirocha will leave again, about Sep-
tember 1, for Europe, with several objec-
tives. He will spend a week or so in the
laboratory of Dr. Matyas Palyusik of the
Veterinary Research Institute, Hungarian
Academy of Sciences, Budapest, where he
will study techniques for the culture
and toxin production of species of Fus-
arium. This is in anticipation of work
stimulated by the results of a 3-year
cooperative project with the Hungarian
scientists. Dr. Mirocha will spend Sep-
tember 15 - 18 at an International Sym-
posium on Mycotoxins in Food stuffs spon-
sored by the International Union of Pure
and Applied Chemistry in Paris., He will
also go to Geneva to discuss with of-
ficials of the World Health Organization
(UN) the publication of a position paper
he is writing on mycotoxins in foodstuffs.



NEW GRADUATE STUDENTS

As of August 15, 1976, the following
had decided to start graduate work in the
Department this fall.

Darrell Cox; High School, Wayzata, MN;
B.S. University of Minnesota, 1975
Adviser, Wilcoxson.

Michele Meyer; High School, St. Louis,
MO,; B.S., University of Wisconsin, Green
Bay, May 1976. Adviser, Stewart.

Mary Palm; High School, Chula Vista,
cal,; B.A. St, Olaf, May 1976.
Adviser, Wood.

Paul Scherman; High School, St. Paul,
MN; B.S. U of M, Forestry, June 1976.
Adviser, French.

David Serafini; High School, Chagrin
Falls, Ohio; B.S., University of Washing-
ton, Seattle, 1975. Adviser, Kennedy.

Donna Marie Spaller; High School,
Sterling Heights, Mich.; B.A., Kalamazoo
College, June, 1976. Advisers, Krupa
and Stewart.

Steven P. Swanson; High School, Hopkins,
MN,; B.S. U of M, 1975, Adviser, Mirocha.

Hunt Wiley; High School, Indianapolis,
Ind.; B.S., Butler University, May, 1976.
Adviser, Kommedahl.

WORLD TRAVELS (continued)

Dr. Alan P. Roelfs, Research Plant
Pathologist in the Cereal Rust Labora-
tory, visited the Peoples' Republic of
China, May 20 - June 16, 1976, as a mem-
ber of the Wheat Studies Delegation for
the National Academy of Sciences' Com-
mi ttee on Scholarly Communication with
the Peoples' Republic of China. The del-
egation visited with Chinese scientists
at various institutes and colleges as
well as with the personnel of peoples'
communes, production brigades and pro-
duction teams. Alan wrote an informa-
tive report on the status of cereal dis-
eases, plant pathological research and
the control of disease in China. The
report will be published in PDR,
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Hunt Wiley



MATRIMONY

‘Jean Marie Mace and Elmer Schmidt were
married March 21, 1976. Jean was former-
ly librarian in the plant path library.
She is now employed in the library on the
Minneapolis campus and is finishing her
work for the Master's in library science,
with a minor in plant pathology. Elmer
is a candidate for the PhD in PIPa,

NEW COURTESY STAFF MEMBERS

John H. Ohman, PhD 1961, and Thomas
Nicholls, PhD 1973, were made members of
the Department July 1, 1976 by Courtesy
Appointment.

Dr. Ohman, appointed Professor, has
been Director of the North Central For-
est Experiment Station, St. Paul, since
1972, .

Dr. Nicholls, is Leader of the project
on control of diseases of hardwoods and
conifers at the North Central Forest
Experiment Station, a position he as-
sumed Aug. 1, 1974. He was appointed
Assistant Professor.

MORE OLD TIMERS

David Gottlieb, PhD 1942, recently re-
ceived the College of Agriculture (Univ.
of I1linois) Paul A. Funk award for his
scientific contributions. These include
investigations in fungus physiology,
antibiotics and the taxonomy and nomen-
clature of the Actinomycetes. He is co-
author of a two-volume review of the
biosynthesis and mechanism of action of
antibiotics and has written a book on
fungus germination, now in press.

Harry Murakishi, PhD 1948, was Visit-
ing Professor at Tokyo University of
Agriculture, April - August, 1976. He
held semipars for graduate students and
did research at the Institute for Plant
Virus Research at Chiba. The arrange-
ment was supported by a grant from the
Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science. Harry is Professor of plant
pathology at Michigan State University.

PLANT PATHOLOGY IN CANADA

0ld Timer I|.L. Conners (see Aurora,
Dec. 1975, p.1) is Editor of "Plant
Pathology in Canada' published in 1972
by the Canadian Phytopathological Society.
0.T.W.E. Sackston was one of a commit-
tee of 3 which was responsible for its
publication, while other 01d Timers are
credited for contributing, including D.
L. Bailey, A.W. Henry and G.B. Sanford.

The book, of 250 pages, hard bound, is
a history of the development of plant
pathology in Canada. It comprises a ser-
ies of chapters taking up the origin and
growth of the science in the various pro-
vinces. Emphasis is on individuals and
their contributions. Prominent among the
people included are over twenty who have
studied and worked in plant pathology at
Minnesota.

These people were largely responsible
for creating one of the most profitable
international scientific relations that
exist. Of the group, 19 received a total
of 10 MS and 17 PhD degrees in the De-
partment of Plant Pathology at Minnesota.
G.R. Bisby, PhD 1919, was the second
person to receive that degree in the De-
partment, Stakman being the first. Other
early PhD's from Canada were Margaret
Newton, 1922; A.W. Henry, 1923; D.L.
Bailey, 1924 and G.B. Sanford, 1925.

The chapters on Manitoba and Alberta
will be particularly interesting to
Minnesotans because of the number of 0ld
Timers who helped plant pathology to de-
velop in those provinces. Knowledge of
the staff and accomplishments of the
Dominion Rust Research Laboratory, head-
ed by D.L. Bailey, was one of the re-
quirements for graduate students at
Minnesota before WWIl, This book will be
useful to many future generations of
students and similar works from other
countries would be welcome.



“NON-WORLD TRAVELS

While an increasing number of people
in the Department find some agency wil-
ling to pay their expenses for a trip
to foreign parts, most of us have to be
content with local travel, mostly by car
but not always.

Matt Moore and Don McVey rode with Al
Wood in Al's personal plane to attend
the field day at Morris, Minn. That was
July 8. Matt says he wasn't scared at
all, hardly.

Every year sees an increase in the
travel by automobile which is done for
research purposes. |t makes possible
certain kinds of field research that
otherwise could not be done or would in-
volve so many individuals that the value
of the results would be questionable.

For example, Joe Southern made a 3-day
trip of nearly 1000 miles every week to
take notes on plots at Grand Rapids,
Crookston, Lamberton and Rosemount. When
the wheat got past the rusting stage at
Lamberton, he went only to Crookston and
Grand Rapids, a 2-day trip of 662 miles.
Last year he used to make that trip in
one day which, including 4 hours of note-
taking at each location, made a 20-hour
day. Joe's research is testing the rate
at which stem rust develops on some
""'slow-rusting'' wheat varieties and lines
a different geographic locations.

This sort of work takes wheels, which
have increased considerably since the
Department got its first, second hand,
Ford van back in the 50's. We now have
2 station wagons, a Chev. carry all (the
old Potato Wagon), and a 3/4 ton pick=
up. These must be requested before the
time of use by signing up for them. They
are never idle in the summer and the
destinations read Rosemount, Cambridge,
Grand Rapids, Crookston, and just about
anywhere in the state *. Orville Bielenbe
has a pick-up for his use at Rosemount
and Art Stark uses a Cushman 3 wheeler.

Besides the cars that are owned by the
Department for general use, the forest
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pathology project owns a L4-W=D, 3/4 ton
truck and rents a carry-all and a sta-
tion wagon during the growing season,
Other vehicles are rented by the projects
on wild rice, air pollution and cereal
pathology. Federal projects, of course
use government-owned vehicles.

SPORTS

The Annual Stakman Memorial Softball
Game again drew a capacity crowd. As
soon as Dr. Stakman threw out the first
ball, the faculty astonished everyone by
jumping off to a 5 - 0 lead in the first
inning. The grad students, amazed by
the agility of the experienced faculty,
got off to a very slow start. They moved
so slowly that it wasn't until the bottom
of the seventh inning, with the score
7-6 in favor of the faculty that the vigor
of youth prevailed. Darryl Anderson took
Dr. Zeyen's best fastball and blasted it
over Dr. Stienstra's head for a 3 run
homer, bringing the final score to 9 - 7
in favor of the grad students. After
their narrow escape this year, many grad
students are lying awake at night, won-
dering if there is a fountain of youth.
If the faculty has found it, next year's
game could be very interesting.

---Fred Baker

It might be added that the '"faculty"!
included some rather youthful civil ser-
vice employees, like Debbie Baden, who is
an athlete the likes of which even Stak
would have welcomed on the Championship
P1Pa teams of yore. Also some of the
faculty are still addicted to jogging
which, while it may not improve the bat-
ting eye, would help them run bases if
they were walked to first.

In August workmen walled up the door
between the Women's restroom and the
little room where they could lie down and
rest. The wall between that room and the
storeroom (315) was removed to make an-
other staff office. It will have carpet
on the floor.



HONORS

Wm. Merrill Jr., MS 1961, PhD 1963,
has received the Christian R. and Mary
F. Lindbach Award for Distinguished
Undergraduate Teaching at Pennsylvania
State University. The award consists of
a plaque and $1000.

Professor Merrill has been on the fac-
ulty at Penn State since 1965. He teach-
es introductory plant pathology, an elec-
tive course primarily for students in
agriculture. The course now has an en-
rolIment of around 300 per year, which
represents an increase of 300 per cent
in the last 5 years. He also teaches a
course in the history of plant pathology
and a portion of a course in forest pro-
tection. The students consistently give
his courses top ratings.

Bill developed a series of auto-
tutorial crops disease courses to give
student in-depth knowledge in diagnosis
and control of specific diseases in dif-
ferent crop areas. These are unlike any
other plant pathology courses in the U.
S. He also served 7 years on the teach-
ing commi ttee of the American Phytopath-
ological Society; 3 years as chairman.

is Pres.

Congratulating Prof. Merrill
John W. Oswald of the Pennsylvania State

University. Dr. Oswald is a plant path-
ologist by profession (PhD California,
1942) and is the son of W.L. Oswald

who, in April, 1908, became the first
staff member under E.M. Freeman in the
Division of Vegetable Pathology and
Botany at the University of Minnesota.
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HONORS

Dra. Ma de Lourdes de la lsla de Bauer
(Lulu), MS 1957, was elected President of
the Sociedad Mexicana de Fitopathologia
at the VIl Congress of Phytopathology
held in Mexico City March, 1976; Dr.
Santiago Fuentes, MS 1958, was elected
Editor. At the opening session of the
Congress, among the dignitaries present
were Ing. Benjamin Ortega C. Director
General de Sanidad Vegetal, MS 1946, and
Dr. Norman E. Borlaug, PhD 1947, Direc-
tor of the International Wheat Program
for CIMMYT.

J. George Harrar, President Emeritus
of the Foundation, was this year's re-
cipient of M.1.T.'s Underwood Prescott
Award "in recognition of his preeminence
in public service to humanity in in-
creasing and improving the world's food
supply''. --Rockefeller Foundation
11lustrated, March, 1976.

M.N. Kamat (MS 1932) was elected
President of the Mycological Society of
India in 1975. His presidential address
was "Twenty-five years of Ascomycetology
in India'". Prof. Kamat was recently a-
warded the Honorary Degree of D.Sc. by
the Agricultural University at Rahuri.
He is Head of the Department of Mycology
and Plant Pathology, Maharashtra Associ-
ation for Cultivation of Science,

Poona, India.

Paul M.H. Sun was elected, in Septem-
ber 1975, one of the ten outstanding
young men of the Republic of China by the
Junior Chamber International. The award
was made in recognition of Paul's work
on downy mildew and for contributions to
the pest control program in Taiwan. He
received a bronze trophy from the hands
of Premier Chiang Ching-kuo. In Decem-
ber, 1975 he was elected President of the
Plant Protection Society of China for
1976. Paul wrote in a recent letter,
""Bob and Wilma Renfro were with us for 4
days in early June, 1976. Met Chet
Mirocha at a food safety seminar in
Taipei in May'.



THURSDAY EVENING SEMINAR
January - June, 1976

The Thursday evening (formerly Lit.)
seminar was managed during the 1975 -
76 school year by a committee consisting
of Ted Knous, Laura Sweets and John
Gronquist; Faculty members were Elwin
Stewart and Roy Wilcoxson. Ted was chair
man in the fall quarter, Gronquist in
the winter and Laura in the spring. At~
tendance averaged 20 persons, students
and staff being about equal in number.

The committee played it safe and
scheduled one or more speakers for all
sessions except one, when Kommedahl,
Matt Moore, Wilcoxson and Dave Lang rose
to the occasion. Generally speaking,
the speakers, both domestic and foreign,
were very good. Among the outside speak-
ers were Prof, Nils Fries, Head of the
Institute of Physiologic Botany, Univer-
sity of Uppsala, Sweden; Jake Levitt,
Visiting Professor, Department of Horti-
cultural Science, U of M; Dr. Donald
Schoeneweiss, of the I11linois Natural
History Survey. Investigators working
temporarily in the Department who spoke
were: Dr. Tadaoki Inaba from Japan and
Prof. Alan Paton, of the University of
Aberdeen, Scotland. Others were 0ld
Timers Edmundo Davila and Ted Sudia,
Chief Scientist of the National Park
Service. It must be said that all of
these talks were stimulating but only
Sudia's ("An Ecologist Looks at the
Constitution'') threatened to stimulate
a riot,

TUESDAY SEMINAR

During the winter and spring quarters
14 graduate students presented seminars
most of them satisfactory, a couple
with distinction. Joe Southern gave his
twice, thereby establishing a record for
the world-renowned Plant Pathology semi-
nar. On January 20 Joe spoke on the sub-
ject of "The effectiveness of multilines,
gene deployment and multiple vertical
genes in obtaining lasting resistance''.
After pondering his performance the com-
mittee, consisting of Krupa, Chm,, Neil
Anderson, Frank Pfleger and Kathy Widin,
decided that Joe had used more math than
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L1BRARIAN

Nina Jorgensen is on duty in the Plant
Pathology library every afternoon, serv-
ing mornings in biochemistry. Nina
studied library science at the University
of Minnesota. She was in the PP library
from 1966 to 1970, and after working
elsewhere in the U library system, came
back to the Department in July 197k.

the audience could stomach. So Joedid

it over again on May 25.

There were excellent guest speakers.
Carol Windels ranked as a guest, January
13, as did Professor Stakman, March 30.
From outside of the state were Paul H.
Williams, Plant Pathology Department, U.
of Wisconsin, March 2., and Paul E.
Waggoner, Director of the Connecticut
Experiment Station, May 4,

Other guest speakers who, for various
reasons, were not here on a Tuesday or
Thursday, were Prof, John Barrett, Plant
Breeding Institute, Cambridge University,
England, March 31, and Dr. Morris Weise,
Michigan State University, April 9,

Dr. E.C. Stakman gave a public lec-
ture on ''Science and Technology in the
Fight Against Hunger; Is It Enough' at
the North Star Ballroom of the St. Paul
Student Center on March 9. Some guy in
the audience argued a little with Stak
and came off second best, as usual.



PUBL ICATIONS

Contributions to knowledge in printed
form were made at about the usual rate
in 1976. A comparison of 1975 with the
first 7.5 months in 1976 follows.

Mss. accepted
for publication

1975 1976
12 mo. 7.5 mo.

Scientific Jour.
Series

Phytopathology 13 12

Plant Dis. Reptr. 15 13

20 other journals 17 14
Miscl. articles, etc. 6 10
Abstracts. 19 26
Exp. Sta. Tech. Bul. 1

Miscl. articles, etc includes several
chapters for scholarly books, but some

of the authors are so modest that we are
not sure we have located all of them.
Look for a feature article on this in our
next number. The Experiment Station Bul-
letin is given special mention because
these have been rare for some years,
whereas many important contributions in
the past have been in these bulletins.
Eg. No 65, the Bible on corn smut.

Regents' Professor Emeritus C.M.
Christensen recently set what must be a
speed record for doing research and get-
ting it published. On July 21, he with
scientific personnel from Cargill, Inc.,
flew, via company jet, from St. Paul, Mn.
to Baton Rouge, La. where Christensen
made a series of tests on the effect of
atmospheric humidity on the gain and loss
of weight of corn during loading and un-
loading at elevators. They returned to
St. Paul the next day.
tests were published in the journal
""Milling and Baking' on August 11, and
Prof. Christensen started getting phone
calls about it on August 12.

Clyde should also be credited with
foresight about the importance of the
problem in the grain industry. Having

_]5..

The results of the

studied for over 20 years the effect of
moisture on spoilage of grain, he made
some laboratory tests in July, 1975 on
the rate at which moisture was taken up
or lost by grain at different ambient
relative humidities. The subject ac-
quired greatly increased importance in
late 1975 when several large grain com-
panies were accused by the GAO of falsi-
fying the weight of the grain they hand-
led. Prof. Christensen's test at Baton
Rouge, along with his earlier work, will
doubtless do much to clarify and ration-
alize a situation thought by many to be
explainable wholly on the basis of man's
wickedness and venality.

SERVING THE PUBLIC

The Plant Disease Clinic in 1976 was
under the immediate supervision of Laura
Sweets, who had a year of experience in
1975. Lois Johnson also worked full
time as did Technician Sue Overend, a
Plant Health Technology (PHT) major. As
in 1975, they were assisted by graduate
students who put in 20 hours during one
week during the summer and 15 PHT stu-
dents, who worked 20hr/week for 10 weeks
and got 6 credits.

Laura said that Dutch elm disease was
by far the biggest problem during the
present season-naturally. Home garden-
ers also had their problems,especially
with tomato blossom end rot. BER is a
good disease, the diagnosis of which can
make a beginning plant pathologist feel
as confident and satisfied as an intern
M.D. diagnosing a black eye. Up to Aug.
25 the clinic had received about 4700
phone calls and 1630 mail inquiries.
Personal calls have averaged about 5 or
6 a day.

The mobile clinic was in charge of Ted
Knous and Michael Grisham and made the
usual stands at shopping centers and out-
lying towns.



THE MEETINGS

Thirty-eight people in the Department
had part or all of their expenses paid
to the annual meeting of the Phytopath
society at Kansas City, Mo., during July
11-15. It can be assumed that this is
approximately equal the actual number
attending from here.

John Laurence, candidate for the PhD,
kindly furnished Aurora with the follow-
ing report:

""The Minnesota group at Kansas City re-
sembled a small army this year as around
forty people attended from the land of
alternate freezing and thawing. In fact
it was so quiet around home that the
suggestion was made to increase the fre-
quency of annual meetings. (This was
voted down since it would require a name
change and there is no current committee
on name changes in APS).

'""At any rate, students attended the
meetings in mass, presenting approximate-
ly 1/3 of the Minnesota papers. Com-
ments on the meetings ranged from 'Aca-
demically good' to 'ho hum'. On the
average though, a lot of valuable infor-
mation was available and a good time was
had by most if not all. There were only
3 sour notes to the whole works: 1) The
$14 bus ride and $1 steak dinner at
River Quay, 2) the stifling of academic
conversation early one morning in the
hospitality suite, and 3) the soft-ball
team had to forfeit 2 games, bringing
our season record to 0-14'.

Additional comments by individuals who
attended were as follows:

1. The papers in forest pathology were
the best ever.

2. The ''scientific conversation'
ferred to by J. Laurence was probably
the same that was reported to the Kansas
City police as originating in the
Minnesota hospitality room, referred to
on p. 35 of the program as the '"Wood
Suite''. At the suggestion of said police
the high tone of the conversation was
considerably reduced.

3. There were a considerable number of
people looking for jobs in plant path-
ology, including several women. ''Some
good-lookers, too' according to Ted

re=

Knous. A staff member reported that he
encountered women looking for temporary
employment several blocks from the head-
quarters hotel, but he didn't need any-
one in their area of competence.

According to the program, 26 papers
were presented by the Minnesota group,
authored by 33 staff, students and pro-
fessional people, plus a few 0ld Timers
and others.

Phytopath annual dues were increased to
$35. Ex-President Kommedahl says the in-
creased dues are necessary because of
increased services demanded by the mem-
bers of the Society.

POTATO MEETINGS

Howard Bissonnette and Bob Kroll from
St. Paul attended the meetings of the
Potato Association of America, held at
Stephens Point, Wisc. July 26-29, 1976.
0ld Timers present included Bob Goth, Gil
Stallknecht, Bob Slattery, Ed French
(from the International Potato Center,
Lima, Peru) and Dexter Douglas. (Others
may have been missed by our busy reporter;
we apologize) Bob Goth presented a paper;
Stallknecht was an author on 2, but did
not present them. Monty Harrison was
listed an author on one abstract, but he
wasn't at the meetings.

TEACHING NOTES =-- STEWART AT ITASCA

Elwin Stewart, Assistant Professor,
who came on the staff April 1, 1975,
taught 3 quarters of mycology during the
academic year and wound up his first
year by teaching the mycology course at
the Lake ltasca Forestry and Biological
Station during the second summer session
(5 weeks).

After a dry spring quarter, with few
mushrooms and fewer morels, Elwin struck
one of the driest seasons on record at
[tasca, with a corresponding scarcity of
many species of fungi. However, he and
his class found a number of fleshy types
in bogs and still more at Red Lake,
where they made a couple of field trips.
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