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Remembering Sandy Thompson 
Sandy Thompson, an internationally known researcher and author in special educa­
tion at the Institute on Community Integration, died December 29,2005, after a 
courageous battle with cancer. She was 49. 

Sandy joined ICI in 1989 and until 1992 coordinated several projects, including the 
groundbreaking project with the Minnesota Department of Education that assisted in 
establishing a statewide system of Community Transition Interagency Committees 
(CTICs) to help schools and other agencies work together in supporting youth moving 
from high school into adult life. In her first year, the project aided in creation of over 70 
CTICs. 

In 1992 Sandy became Director of Transition Services at the Minnesota Department 
of Education. During that time Minnesota was a national leader in the field of transi­
tion services. "Sandy was the driving force behind what was happening," according to 
Pam Stenhjem ofICI's National Center on Secondary Education and Transition. "It was 
a team effort, but it wouldn't have happened without Sandy's leadership." 

In 1998 she left the State to become a researcher with reI's National Center on 
Educational Outcomes. During her time at NCEO she directed projects on making tests 
more accessible for students with disabilities and on preparing teachers to help such 
students succeed; she presented her work at numerous national and state conferences, 
and authored or co-authored over 50 books, book chapters, journal articles, reports, 
and training materials. 

Sandy's nephew and fellow NCEO researcher Jason Altman recalls, "Only when I 
started working here did I realize how much she had done. It was jaw-dropping, but 
she was so modest. Now that I'm doing research in the same area [test design], I have 
to cite her in almost every paragraph. And she never lost contact with kids. When 
you're a researcher gathering data, it's hard not to treat the kids as numbers. But Sandy 
had an excellent sense of humanity and tremendous foresight: she always realized that 
this student or a student like this would prosper from the research." 

Sandy also mentored ICI employees Julia Socha and Stephanie Evelo, both of whom 
have disabilities, ever since their teenage years. "Sandy respected me when others 
didn't," says Julia. "When other people talked over me or interrupted me she would not 
allow that; she was quiet and always respectful but fierce when it came to demanding 
respect for me." Stephanie says, "Sandy helped me a lot and I miss her." 

"Sandy's been my personal and professional mentor for 15 years," says Pam. "She 
was often in pain but never complained. She balanced work and family wonderfully. 
She loved to talk about her kids; then she'd ask you about yours. Yet she thrived on her 
work, so even though she was sick, she kept working right up to the end. And she was 
so humble." "Sandy had such a wonderful spirit and wonderful expectations for 
everyone - and this carried through in everything she did," says Martha Thurlow, 
NCEO director. And David Johnson, ICI director, echoes the comments of many when 
he says "Sandy is known not only for the difference she's made for students with 
disabilities through her work, but she's also known for her energy, commitment, drive 
and creativity. She'll be greatly missed." 

Sandy is survived by her husband Greg and sons Tyrus and Peter. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hire: Chee-Soon Tan, GRA, 

Transition. Staff Departure: Amy 
Grack Nelson, Coordinator, Transi­
tion. 

• Dennis Olson,Jennifer Huisken, 
and Jean Ness presented sessions at 
the National Indian Education 
Conference in Denver, Colorado on 
October 6, 2005. 

• Films shot by Jerry Smith for ICI's 
Research and Training Center on 
Community Living received four 
awards at the 2005 Aurora Awards 
last July. We Watch the City received 
two Gold Awards, while Direct 
Support: A Realistic Job Preview and 
Driven by Love each received one Gold 
Award at the international film/video 
competition. 

• Cammy Lehr presented "Effective 
Approaches to Increasing Graduation 
Rates for All Students" in an October 
5,2005 telephone seminar sponsored 
by the National Dropout Prevention 
Center for Students with Disabilities. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• January 16: University Closed 

• January 17: ICI Council, 10-11:30, 
118 Pattee Hall 

• January 25: ICI Orientation. Brown 
bag session for new hires and their 
supervisors, 12-1, 118 Pattee Hall 

• January 27: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 
~18 Pattee Hall 

• February 6: ICI Council, 10-11:30, 
118 Pattee Hall 



From the Front Office Bits & Pieces / 
News from leI's Administrative Staff Information from the Institute's Web 

P&A Vacation Records. November University business decreases from 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and 
Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512) 

and December records were due last 48.5 cents to 44.5 cents per mile. 

month. If you have yet to submit Employees traveling on University • New Publications. The following new 

them, please do so to Beth Nelson in business will be reimbursed the per Institute publications are available: 

107 Pattee Hall ASAP. Questions? diem rate for the location where Ic/ Publications Catalog (Winter 2006). 
Call Beth at 6-8042. meals are purchased. Receipts are no Available in the Publications Office. 

Performance Evaluations_ Informa- longer needed, except for group/ Ic/ Annual Report, 2004-05 (December 
tion on performance evaluations for hospitality meals. Questions? Contact 2005). Published by ICI and available 
undergraduate students, GRAs, Civil your Senior Accountant. in print as well as online at http:// 
Service, and Bargaining Unit employ- • Maroon and Gold Fridays_ Get out ici .umn.edu/welcome/annualreports. 
ees is being sent to staff and supervi- your maroon and gold! ICI is partici- htm!. 
sors via e-mail. Questions? Call Beth pating in Maroon and Gold Fridays DD Data Brief: Mothers with Disabilities 
at 6-8042. for the chance to win lunch with - Characteristics and Outcomes: An 
Travel Policy Changes. Effective Goldy Gopher. Simply wear maroon Analysis From the 1994/1995 NHIS-D 
January 1, mileage allowance for and gold on Fridays. Watch for flyers . (December 2005, Vo!' 7, No.3). 
personal vehicle use on approved Published by the Institute's Research 

Miscellaneous 
and Training Center on Community 
Living and available in the Publications 

Disability Conference Series analysis of early intervention. The 
Office and online at http://rtc.umn . 

Monograph. During the 2004-2005 lecture is sponsored by the Center for 
edu/nhis/pubs.html. 

academic year, the University of Early Education and Development Synthesis Report 57: One State's Story: 

Minnesota Center on Aging, Center (CEED) and will be held January 20 at Access and Alignment to the GRADE-

for Bioethics, Humphrey Institute of the Humphrey Institute. FFI contact LEVEL Content for Students with 

Public Affairs, Institute on Commu- Karen Cadigan at cadigan@umn.edu Significant Cognitive Disabilities 

nity Integration, and Disability or (612) 626-8723. (December 2005). Published by the 

Services hosted a five-conference Meeting. The next meeting of the 
Institute's National Center on Educa-

• 
series on disability-related issues. Community Advisory Council on 

tional Outcomes (NCEO) and available 

These conferences brought together January 19 will feature an overview/ 
at http://education.umn.edu/nceo. 

University faculty and community Q&A on Medicare Part D. During the • Accommodations Bibliography. 
persons who share an interest in meeting, there will be presentations NCEO maintains an online accommo-
disability issues, stimulated dialogue by the Minnesota Department of dations bibliography that allows you to 
between the two groups, recast Human Services/Minnesota Board on search a compilation of empirical 
disability issues in a new light, Aging and the Social Security Admin- research studies on the effects of 
furthered insights, and explored istration. Sherri Larson will also various testing accommodations for 
innovative ways to improve the lives present research regarding access to students with disabilities. It is found at 
of persons of all ages with disabilities . health care for individuals with http://education.umn.edu/NCEO/ 
The monograph of the series is disabilities. For further information AccomStudies.htm. 
available at www.hsr.umn.edu/coa; regarding this meeting please contact • ICI's Web Sites. There is a useful new 
scroll down the home page to find the Julia Socha at washe004@umn.edu or flier to bring your next conference or 
description and link. 4-1450. This meeting is by RSVP only. meeting: Institute on Community 

• Lecture. The next Mary McEvoy Birthdays. Derek Nord (1120), Integration Web Sites. The flier lists and • 
Lecture on Early Childhood and Danielle Matchett (1/21), Andrew describes ICI's 20 Web sites, plus early 

Public Policy will be "Cost Effective- Johnson (1/26), Susan O'Neil (1/30), childhood Web sites maintained by the 

ness in Early Intervention." The Kristin Dean (1/31), Zoila Canuza Center for Early Education and Devel-

speakers are Arthur Reynolds, (2/4), Patricia Merrill (2/10), Debra 
opment (CEED). The flier is available in 

Professor of Child Development, and Albus (2/13), and Jennifer Huisken 
the Publications Office. 

Judy Temple, Professor of Applied (2/16). Did we miss your birthday? • FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 
Economics; both are new professors Let us know! Call 4-2380 or e-mail should be submitted to Tom in 109 
at the University of Minnesota and kuro0008@umn. edu. Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 
are national leaders in the economic umn.edu by Friday, February 10,2006. 


