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Her e 1 s a Ni t ro gen Saver- Spread ing barnyard manur e f r esh from the bar n onto 

fi e l ds t hi s win t er will save mor e of its n itrogen fo r u se a s a f er t il i zer t han will 

p iling i t in t he bar nyar d or on t he edge of the fi el d. The manure in the piles will 

hea t, or f ermen t, and consider able n i t r ogen wil l be lo s t, says Haro l d Jo nes , extensior 

so i l s specia l ist a t Univers ity Far m. 

~· ·~* * * * 

14- year-old Cons erva tioni s t ~ Even youngs t ers ar e cons <:! rva.t ion mi nded the se days , 

Take 14-year-old 4~H club membP. r Randolph 11fetze l of St illwa t er. He enrolled i n the 

4- H cons erv~t i on proj ect becaus e h is home f arm was ro cky and r olling . On one sandy 

fi el d he s t r i p cro pped to avoid wi nd e ro s io n. A f evr years ago h i s folks had t rouble 

ge t ti ng al fa l fa s eedings star t ed. He appli ed l ime , and now the f i elds l ook healthy 

and y i el d good hay. A soil t es t f ro m t h e U Farm Soil s I,ab showed that certain fi e lds 

wer e low i n phos pha t e and pot a sh so he ap~l i ed commer c i a l f ertil i zer . Other conserva-

tion jobs he carri ed out included co ntour plowi ng , establ ishing gras sed '•ra t erways , and 

plant ing windbr eaks . 
**'~** * 

Vets 3ave Soil - Cl ar ence Tr eumer, SC3 fa rm pl anner f or t he Mahnomen Soil Cons er ­
va t ion di str ic t, i s conduc t ing a s er ies of mee t i ngs on soi l conser vation problems for 
the Waubun vet erans ' agr i culture cla s s. Th e mee t i ngs are intend ed to help the ve t er­
ans 111i t h so i l cons ervB.t io n probl ems wh ich t hey will encount er on t he ir own farms . 
The c l a ss i s conduc t ed somewhat like ne i ghbor gr oup rnee tinf' s with farmer s . The first 
probl ems s tudied dealt 1.'1' i th soil fo rmation , d i ffer ence s in so ils , and why they mus t 
be t r eat ed i nd i vidua lly. Ot h er mee t ing s wi l l cover soi l cons er vation pra ctic es and 
speci al management pr ob l ems . 

* *~'* * * 

Cut - Don 1 t Pull - Al f s.l f a Roots - Plow alfa l fa with a shar p plo v.r- shar e - cut the 
roots of f , don ' t pull t hem out . The dead r oot in place r emai ns a s a dra inage hol e for 
t wo or three ye"i.r s ; t he hole l ef t af t er a r oo t was pulled out soon fills with dirt . 
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