
 
 

Congress Agenda 
February 26th, 2018 |6:00 pm 

LSBE 118 
 

1. Call to Order; 6:01pm. 
2. Roll Call 
3. Approval of the Minutes (February 12th); minutes pass unanimously. 
4. Approval of the Agenda; Dave Herrera makes a friendly amendment to add the Ethical Eating 

Resolution to the agenda, Thomas Djerf seconds, amendment is friendly, agenda passes 
unanimously. 

5. Chair’s Corner 
a. Chair requests all members to put phones in the corner of the room. 
b. Cody Brumbaugh is needing someone who will be in SA next year to take on the planner 

contract. If we want to consider working with a different group for our planners, that 
could be a possibility. Jenna Jaskinia has volunteered to take on this initiative. 

6. Introduction of Guests 
a. Kevin Adah; President’s and Provost’s Advisory Committee on University History; if you 

have any questions/comments/concerns regarding the renaming process of UMD 
buildings, contact Kevin adahx004@d.umn.edu. 

7. Dr. Erwin 
a. University is preparing for budget cuts for next fall, as well as the next four years. Every 

$10,000 counts towards the budget deficit. ITSS is proposing the removal of payphones 
throughout the campus. As an unofficial vote, SA supports to keep 3 payphones on 
campus. 

8. New Business 
a. Congressional Forum Resolution; Mary Franz moves to bring the Congressional Forum 

Resolution to the floor, Mike Kenyanya seconds. MPIRG is looking to cosponsor this 
even with UMDSA, as well as CSS student association.  

b. Bulldog Lobby Day - Director Griffiths 
i. Arrive to the bushub by 7:30 am, we will leave by 8am; breakfast will be 

provided. 
ii. Arrive at the capital around 10:30, there will be a room for everybody to leave 

their things. From roughly noon-3pm we will be attending meetings, each group 
has roughly 3-4 meetings that will all last 15 minutes. Lunch will also be 
provided, if you have free time, you are able to attend different committee 
meetings. 

mailto:adahx004@d.umn.edu


iii. We are hoping to arrive back at UMD by 6:30pm. 
iv. You will receive a pamphlet for the top 5 things we are lobbying for. 

c. Ethical Eating Resolution; Dave Herrera moves to bring the Ethical Eating Resolution to 
the table, Thomas Djerf seconds. All the sustainability office is asking for is promotional 
time. This event will take place on campus, place TBD. Resolution passes unanimously. 

9. Old Business 
a. Open Positions 

10. Governance Reports (Open Positions/Meeting Days and Times) 
a. Strategic Enrollment Management (SEM)  
b. Assessment 
c. Facilities 
d. Liberal Education (1/ Every other Thursday 9-10) 
e. Athletics (2/ Once a month Tuesday 11-12); multidivisional audit by the NCA. 
f. Strategic Planning and Budget 
g. Student Experiences (SE) (3/ Every 3rd Tuesday at 10:30) 
h. Teaching and Learning (TLC) (1/ Everyone other Wednesday from 3-4:30) 
i. University Coordinating Council (UCC) 

11. Cabinet Reports 
a. Vice President of Student Life- Azrin Awal 

i. Met with Career & Internship Services to create a liaison with SA. Something 
they are wanting to take on is a Language Initiative. 

ii. Parking audit possibly April 16-20th throughout the day (8, 10, & 12) with an 
end goal of reserve parking passes for transfers. 

iii. Meal Plans is another initiative to create more leeway - end goal to efficiently 
serve the student body. 

iv. Community Clean Up with private school Marshall will be a part of community 
clean up. April 22nd mandatory from 8am-12pm. This will be for the new 
congress. 

v. Student Leaders Luncheon, details to come. 
vi. Pronouns. 

b. Vice President of Academic Affairs- Molly McDonald 
i. Course evaluations are going to be discussed on each department. 

ii. The disbanding of SIT lead to the disbanding of career exploratory courses. We 
are creating a partnership with Career & Internship Services to help with these 
courses. 

c. Vice President of External Affairs- Pavel Arkhipenkov 
i. Please do not turn your lobby meetings into political debates. Be respectful of 

other views. 
d. Vice President of Administration and Finance- Sean Grote 

i. Stipends are in for Exec! 



ii. SOG Interviews are Thursday - Sunday March 15th-March 18th. Be sure to sign 
up for these interview sessions. 

e. Freshman President- Neal Bhakta 
i. Dining is trying to incorporate fun ideas for students. 

f. Rep. to the Board of Regents- Allie Ulland 
i. Mentors & Mentees have been paired. 

g. President- Mike Kenyanya 
i. Last week Mike attended a press conference for the bonding bill. Some cool 

initiatives from the Twin Cities campus such as medical amnesty. A similar 
concept with sexual misconduct is being developed to grant similar amnesty. 

ii. Campus shooting emergency training or ideas. 
iii. Revision of exams outside class policy. 
iv. Equity & Access Policy revision suggests are due tonight. Be sure to comment on 

the doc here. 
12. Director and Student Personnel Reports 

a. Public Relations- Haley Ebel 
b. Bulldog Taxi- Thomas Djerf 
c. Senate Director- Austin Evenson 
d. Legislative Relations- Jake Griffiths 
e. Diversity & Inclusion- Mueez Ahmad 
f. Marketing Analytics Research- Tyler Samler 
g. Rules and Elections- Lindsey Girtz 

i. Elections are March 22nd & 23rd. Applications are due March 16th. 
h. Systems Administrator- Thomas Florestano 

i. Make sure to look at the website to see if certain links are not working. 
i. Sustainability- Dave Herrera 

i. Swipe Out Hunger is a national nonprofit organization to pair up with college 
campuses to donate unused “swipes” that helps students in need with 
emergency food needs. 

j. Chief of Staff- Kassidy King 
i. Academic Affairs is in charge of office cleaning this week. 

ii. If you have missed office hours, you have until the end of the week to email me 
which weeks you missed or forgot to write down before you are referred to the 
COC. 

13. Advisor’s Minute; speaking at city council tonight. 
14. Open Announcements 

a. Email Madeline Lloyd for room assignments at Spring retreat. 
b. There will be roughly 80 8th graders here on April 9th, each college will have activities 

for them and they would like students to help throughout the day. Sign up with the 
spreadsheet sent out with the minutes. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14IDKvwLxt8dnkavCR5K9vtnsK--gKmiP8FjckZMGocg/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14IDKvwLxt8dnkavCR5K9vtnsK--gKmiP8FjckZMGocg/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs


15. Balla Award; Sean Grote gives balla to our beloved advisor Dr. Corbin Smyth for his dedication 
to SA over the years. 

16. Adjourn; 8:10pm. 


