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Congress Agenda
April 22nd, 2019 |6:00 pm
Zoom
Call to Order
a. 6:01PM
Roll Call
Approval of the Agenda
a. Motioned by Gabbie, seconded by Eli
b. Approved
Approval of the Minutes
a. 4/06/2020
i Gabbie motioned, Alec seconded
ii.  Approved
Introduction of Guests
a. Chris: Ran for rep at large earlier, interested in the process of student government
b. Boots: Guest because she misses us
Dr. Erwin

a. Dr Erwin: Congrats to new and returning members, good to get another year started!
Updates: wanted to share that our work on wellbeing and wellness is going on, and it’s
exciting. Will leave it to Dr. Smyth to describe the resources. Mental health resources
will be launched out to students next week, so it can be promoted through our social
media channels. In regards to wellbeing, President Gabel’s initiative to do a mental
health scan. Many people are reviewing a survey to learn more that is going on campus
before it goes out to the students.

b. Concern: problematic behavior in class situations. They involve racism, homophobia,
sexism, sexual misconduct; wanting to encourage everyone and encourage our peers to
engage in behavior that contributes to the academic environment. We’re all in this
together, so as student leaders, join us in the effort to make our campus inclusive.


https://umn.zoom.us/j/93237396432?status=success

c. Eli: In regards to Zoom safety and these problems, there is also a big issue across
America having to do with the security of Zoom meetings. Thinks he read an article that
Zoom has an updated security, and wanted to bring up Zoom security issues.

d. Dr. Erwin: ITSS and Info technology is on top of this. Like any software, there are patches
and updates coming frequently. Changes are happening and the U of M is adopting
them. They have been doing a great job in IT to provide faculty with coaching on how to
secure their classrooms better. Working with the faculty to implement these security
choices. We don’t see outsiders disrupting, rather we see enrolled students using fake
names. It’s a community problem as much as a security problem.

e. Alec: Can Eli elaborate on this hacking?

Eli: | believe that they are finding a way to get into Zoom meetings. That’s the extent to

which | know what is happening. Hackers are just trying to get into these Zoom

meetings. | have heard an increased amount of security risks about hackers.

g. Dr. Erwin: Griffin has put in the chat what is happening, that students are sharing the
addresses; different than hacking.

7. Old Business
8. New Business
a. Speaker Election
i Neal: Any nominations?
i Spencer: | nominate Gunnar Frahm.
1. Gunnar accepts
iii. Neal: Any other nominations?
iv. Delaney: | nominate Griffin Bryan
1. Griffin declines the nomination

V. Neal: Gunnar, why do you want to be speaker?

vi. Gunnar: | am a rule-oriented person by the book, which the speaker has to be.
Many of you have seen this aspect of me, so | want to advocate for what | was
advocating on earlier, being efficient in Congress. | want to keep the same thing
that Thomas did. | want to advocate for efficiency, and not being biased. | want
to make sure that | alternate sides, affirmative and negative. My experience has
led me to want to be speaker, serving as the Vice Chair of the Rules and
Elections Committee. | now understand the Constitution and bylaws and
understand the order of things.

vii.  Alex: Gunnar, you were originally not going to be in SA, can you explain a little
bit about this and whether or not this is still your plan?

viii. Gunnar: Vice chair of Student Senate - | was really split between speaker and
vice chair; it was hard for me to choose between the two. If | don’t win this, |
will still run for Vice Chair of Student Senate. The bylaws would allow me to run
for this. If | get Vice Chair, | would vacate the Speaker position.



b.

C.

ix.  Spencer: | wanted to know if you have any other experience that you wanted to
share that would make you a good speaker that people should know.
X. Gunnar: R & E has been a big part of my experience. Outside of SA, | have sat on
leadership for another student org, but | don’t think that experience is relevant.
As the Swenson Senator, | sat on CoC for the University Senate, which gave me a
new perspective of things, and allowed me to look at things without bias, and
look at things as a University approach.
xi.  Griff: Do you have any plans or ideas on how to make Congress more efficient?
xii.  Gunnar: | had noted the time stamp that Thomas did, and this is the first step.
However, the Speaker can only do so much. At the end of the day, the body
decides. The speaker can only eliminate certain discussion that does not apply
to the debate at hand, and to utilize the time stamp. These are the things |
would implement.
xiii.  Vote: Approved

1. 22vyes
2. Ono
3. 0 abstain

xiv.  Gunnar is the new speaker!
Associate Speaker Election
i Neal: Any nominations for Associate Speaker?
ii. Parker: Alex Moe
1. Alex accepts the nomination

iii. Neal: Why do you want to be the associate speaker?

iv.  Alex: | am the Associate Speaker for the Old COngress, and | think | can do a
good job of helping Gunar out, making sure that everything works out. If Gunnar
were to get the Vice Chair position, | could at least take over for the meantime.
He has an obvious amount of experience such as the R & E committee, and
involved inthe student School Board rep, and has gone to many city council
meetings that run with RObert’s Rules, so familiar in how they work.

V. Neal: Let’s vote. Yes for yes, no, for no, thumbs up for abstain.

Vi. Vote: Approved

1. 18yes
2. Ono
3. 0 abstain
vii.  Alex is the Associate Speaker!

2020-2021 Cabinet Appointment Resolution
i Annie: Read background, whereases, and therefore

ii.  Vote: Approved
1. 22vyes
2. Ono


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1agQWIfCEmniG46_6GVyR66pJoYZgc-v8jtKaHoqmx5Q/edit?usp=sharing

3. 0abstain

d. LRC Bylaws Removal/Changes Resolution

vi.

Vii.

9. Discussion

Rohan: This takes unnecessary things from the bylaws, removes LRC committee
which focused on lobbying for UMD; Congress merged LRC and EA together, this
resolution tweaks the bylaws to remove any language mentioning LRC and
replacing it by making it EA’s responsibility; read whereases and therefore;
Questions?

Spencer: We cannot take action today because it is a bylaw change, We don’t
typically form committees till fall so giving it to rules and elections could not be
fairly met, we cannot table right now so we cannot move it to rules and
elections.

Rohan: Should we table this until fall semester Neal?

Neal: That’s how | saw this resolution.

Emma: If we don’t get committees till fall we should wait.

Alex: Moved to send resolution to Rules and Elections committee seconded by
parker.

Vote on sending it to rules and elections when formed: approved

1. 19yes
2. Ono
3. 0 abstain

a. Riley Tuft - gift card giveaway idea

Riley: This potential resolution seeks to gather gift cards for places around
Duluth and do a giveaway on UMDSA’s instagram, entry details will be worked
out later on, potentially, entry would be a story post with UMDSA instagram tag;
working alongside EA on this; Questions?
1. Alec: 1 entry per friend or 1 entry per tag?
2. Riley: If you tag anyone you would get 1 extra entry.
3. Alec: Any specific rules we have to follow for giving away a cash prize?
4. Riley: Not sure but | will contact U of M Twin Cities to figure that out.
Eli: Working with the PR director to create a poster and do digital outreach
would be a suggestion.
Parker: Is this something for welcome week? What is the timetable?
1. Riley: This would occur during the remainder of this semester to let
people know we are still here and still working.
Spencer: Where is the money coming from? If from UMDSA where did it get
moved from?
1. Riley: Student life and potentially EA budget, not sure how that would
work without committee meetings yet.
2. Spencer: What is the total amount?


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XptgVozkeiUNjHWz7FP34vG79J7PsgTqfaRm3iLNEBQ/edit?usp=sharing

vi.

Vii.

viii.

Xi.

3. Riley: $S60 or less
Rohan: Did our committee budgets get reset?
Griffin: We are still running on the same budget as the old congress until a new
one is approved.
Rohan: Can you tell us how much we have left in our budgets?
Griffin: Not exactly but EA and SL have a combined amount of about $3500.
Annie: You need committee approval to use the committee budget, Riley and |
could collaborate on Student Life or Riley and Rohan could come to congress
with a resolution.
Isabel: The only guideline for giveaways is that you must state it is not endorsed
by instagram.
Riley: I think I will come with a resolution next week.

10. Governance Reports

a. Strategic Enrollment Management (SEM)

b. Assessment

c. Facilities

@ o0 o

Abdi: Impact of Covid-19; not much happening on campus; the biggest thing was
Jaeger Moser (Intern/Student), was asking for locations to plant a solar panel on
campus, 4 locations suggested 2 outside the library, 1 outside the bus hub, 1
outside Darland; bus hub is the favorite 2nd favorite is outside the library, group
heading this is getting funds from SSF; budget is around $5000.

Liberal Education

Athletics

Strategic Planning and Budget
Student Experiences (SE)

Meeting Wednesday

h. Teaching and Learning (TLC)

i.  University Coordinating Council (UCC)

11. Executive Reports
a. Chief Student Life Officer

-0 oo T

Chief Academic Affairs Officer

Chief External Affairs Officer

Chief Financial Officer

Rep. to the Board of Regents- Spencer Basarich
Vice President - Annie Counihan

SA Onboarding was this last Friday
1. Annie: Hosted zoom for new members of Congress to describe the
basics of SA and Congress.
SSCC meeting this Friday



g.

President- Neal

Annie: I'll be back on Monday with a report from SSCC, | urge senators
to apply for a senate governance committees.

Dannah: Can you apply for more than one committee?

Annie: You can most likely apply to more than one committee.
Gunnar: | was on CoC which appoints people to the senate committees,
you can apply to multiple but | highly suggest in your application that
you say why you want to be in that specific committee, not every
committee has spots to fill so reach out to Chris Kwapick
(kwap0003@umn.edu) At the senate office.

Neal: | got an email about which committees are open that | can attach
in the minutes.

Dannah: Can | be appointed somewhere else if | don't get on a
committee?

Gunnar: That is rare but it has happened.

Annie: Student senate meeting on the 23rd is mandatory for the
senators.

Dr. Erwin: Senate Committee Student Affairs is very relevant to UMD
and | wish to plug that committee because we could really use that
connection.

Bhakta

i Special sessions over summer

1.

Neal: Dr. Smyth, Griffin, and | decided that we need to have special
sessions over the summer to talk about the pandemic and the Regent
meeting in June. Expect 1 meeting a month for June, July and August,
looking at June 15th for a special session at the normal 6 pm time. A lot
of my peers are seeing drop out in student government so thank you for
sticking around and being in Congress.

Annie: These times are hard for everyone, we have many mental health
resources, | know Congress can be confusing but we are here to help
don’t hesitate to reach out.

Gabbie: Any updates about MSA transcript action?

Neal: | have not been provided with an update but | imagine not much
has been done. | will report back when | hear anything about it.

Eli: There has been lots of talk about how we do not know when this
pandemic is going to end, | propose a special session to happen if we
hear that the Fall 2020 semester is going to be affected.

Neal: We will call a meeting if we have to once that decision has been
made.

12. Director and Student Personnel Reports

a.

Public Relations
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Bulldog Lyft

Diversity & Inclusion
Rules and Elections
Systems Administrator
Sustainability

Chief of Staff

13. Advisor’s Minute

a.

5 @

—

k.

Dr. Smyth: https://www.takingcharge.csh.umn.edu/what-wellbeing I’'m thinking about

putting together a well being site such as this to provide another outlet for students, i'm
looking for a couple students who might be interested in giving feedback when i put
together the framework; Questions?

Annie: | would like to volunteer to review it.

Delaney: Volunteering as well.

Riley: Volunteering.

Dannah: Volunteering.

Dr. Smyth: Thanks! Topic 2 is student service fees, about $650,000 in fees is being
refunded, we are figuring out where that amount is coming from, RSOP is refunding
100% of the recreational fee around $380,000, kirby and health services may have
similar hits, | do not know how services will change in the future but they will be
changing; the committee recommended a 6.5% increase in SSF next year but after the
president's proposal of freezing tuition and fees we may not see that increase, if we
don’t see a fee increase there will be $400,000 less for student groups in the fall. We
don’t know what will happen in June yet.

Dannah: How will this affect varsity sports?

Dr. Smyth: No cuts or refunds out of athletics budget, club sports could definitely be
affected.

Spencer: Is there a possibility that we could come up with our own repayment? Could
we volunteer more money to save SOG?

Dr. Smyth: It is possible and doesn’t violate any rules, more than likely student orgs are
going to be okay and we have to worry about administrative units more.

Abdi: Are decisions made by admin or committee?

Dr. Smyth: There is no opportunity for the committee to weigh in on this, the
committee's intent was to increase the fee by 6.5% but every suggestion is going to
probably have to come down some percent.

m. Dr. Erwin: There has been no discussion on the athletics fee but it would be part of the

n.

potential freeze, there is discussion around course fees and whether it is appropriate to
refund some of those.

Dr. Smyth: | hope we are back to normal this fall but the rec sports refund will be 23% of
their budget so you have to start imagining seeing 23% less programming, less hours,
less support, depending on how the refund affects the bottom line; Last topic: congrats


https://www.takingcharge.csh.umn.edu/what-wellbeing

to new congress, this is the least awkward new congress in 12 years, good leadership,
I’'m excited for the people who are stepping up and I’'m ready to be part of that process
and want to be a resource, special congrats to folks who were elected into director roles
tonight!
14. Open Announcements
a. Spencer: New exec will receive an email from me about special selection committee,
respond promptly please

15. Balla Award

a. Seniors --> Dr Smyth and Dr. Erwin
16. Adjourn

a. Alex moved, Eli seconded



