
UMD Commission on Disabilities 

October 2017 Meeting Minutes 
 

Date: 10/10/2017 
Time: 1:00PM – 2:00PM 
Location: Split Rock Room - RDC 301 
 
Attending: Tim Walters (Facilitator/Co-chair), Pam Merzwski, Lisa Kittleson, Sally Bradt, Gina 
Pudlick, Tiffany Cowan (student/non-voting), Charlene Brown, Cassidy Vena, Melissa Carlson, 
LeeAnn Myers, Susan Rhoads, Michael Lackore, Steph Knoppa, Alissa Stainbrook, Emily 
Norenberg 

Absent: John O'Neill, Carmel Petersson, Alyssa Hammitt, Milan Kovacovic,   
Lindsey Tilton (student/non-voting), Liz Wright, Alice Bygd (student/non-voting), Ana 
Hammerschmidt, Jenifer Barnes, Laura Carr, Sheri Cooke (community/non-voting) 
 

●​ Guest Speaker: Jean Baribeau-Thoennes, UMD Counseling Services: 
○​ Introductions 
○​ Services offered: 

■​ Individual Therapy - brief, short-term, solution-focused sessions 
■​ currently 5 therapists and 1 mental health case manager 
■​ allow up to 12 free sessions per academic year (for students) 
■​ open 8AM-4:30PM, with last appointment at 3pm 
■​ after-hours crisis support through Birchtree Center 
■​ Let’s Talk drop-in counseling has been a success 
■​ Rise Above sessions coming back in November 
■​ Intuitive Eating sessions 
■​ Calm sessions in library 
■​ Learn to Live - program being piloted here soon, will send info 

○​ No longer do ADHD testing and do not have consulting psychiatrists 

 
●​ Projects Updates: 

○​ Braille update to vending machines: 
■​ Tim is still working with vendors to implement menus and finalize the 

details.  
○​ Wheelchairs: 

■​ One is currently in Parking and Transportation services for use 
■​ Branding/logo and sticker making process is being held up in UMPR 
■​ Hoping to get this project higher on their priority list 
■​ Hold off on roll-out until we hear more 
■​ See Branding website for UMPR guidelines: http://www.d.umn.edu/brand 

 

http://www.d.umn.edu/brand
http://www.d.umn.edu/brand


 
●​ Budget Update for 2017-2018: 

○​ There was an accounting mistake made (not by the COD) in FY17 with $750 of 
COD expenses that ended up being pushed into FY18 and applied.  

○​ Due to this error, our current budget is at $2,272, instead of $3,000. 
○​ Because this was not our error, other funds could be made available to the 

Commission if we end up short this fiscal year. 

 
●​ Website Update: 

○​ updates should be showing in real-time now - please review 

http://www.d.umn.edu/commission-disabilities 

 

●​ Meetings with the Chancellor: 

○​ happens annually for all chair/co-chairs of commissions 

○​ brought up Learning Disability Waiver suggested by Milan 

○​ issue with people having to take vacation time to attend Goal 2 trainings 

 

●​ Campus Climate Change Team Kick-Off Meeting: 

○​ Tim discussed Goal Development Form - please fill out!! 

○​ LeeAnn discussed Environmental Scans of units - please let us know if you do this 

within your unit and share results so we can report to Change Teams 

■​ Note: the version of the Environmental Scan form above has been edited 

by LeeAnn to relate more to the Development Unit, but still useable for 

all units, just replaces ‘donors’ with ‘general public’ etc. 

 

●​ Rolling Backpack 

○​ Pam M. discussed idea of rolling backpack for students to rent out 

○​ Pam will look into pricing, and research if there is a rolling cart that could hold a 

student’s personal backpack and report back next time 

○​ Transportation and Parking Services would rent out like wheelchairs 

 

●​ Table/Help at AFA Disability & Wellness Fair- November 7- Kirby Rafters 

○​ Tiffany and Alissa S are organizing volunteers - please sign up if you can! 

 

●​ Other items: 

○​ Accessibility Walk 

■​ Still need to set a date and place - Gina looking into 

■​ Red and Blue Concourses? Housing in summer? 

http://www.d.umn.edu/commission-disabilities
http://www.d.umn.edu/commission-disabilities
https://docs.google.com/a/d.umn.edu/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXBIYzcx7PiZhlFSQKJp_HYXO7QxYlbdkbR2EPrpmZJ4ufJQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pjDpuEC0Ma2y1vqlKF0XiXyVMg9NWg9KSrt8R9Yp6nE/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-9_lkhApdkwMnqBd67M0YahPmDNI2zLW-P63lCyqnZo/edit?ts=59dd0ac0#gid=0


■​ Where have we been already and have needs been addressed? LeeAnn 

will look into these things. 

■​ Erik should be consulted as well, may have checklist to use 

○​ Subcommittees: 
■​ MEMBERS ARE STILL NEEDED TO SIGN UP FOR ONE OR MORE OF THESE 

SUBCOMMITTEES. PLEASE ADD YOUR NAME TO ONE OF THE 
SUBCOMMITTEES LISTED BELOW, OR CONTACT TIM OR LEEANN TO BE 
ADDED TO ONE. 

■​ Subcommittees discussed: 
1.​ Activity and Events Subcommittee - Gina P., Alyssa H., Emily N.  
2.​ Marketing Subcommittee - LeeAnn M., John O. 
3.​ Advocacy and Education Subcommittee 

 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE TUESDAY, November 14th, 2017 at 1PM -Split Rock Room 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qwQA8IknKibDBL4Yd9k7tYNcOQwFkj4wHMyhGmQpdwg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12QFgtSGfhghqWIoRS067SsolRRdy951pYmKF2t33oHY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MqjgfY21NGVDTfso3sk-3DBqblkQRBVzauG8yWtb-mQ/edit

