Myostatin mRNA expression In cultured equine

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

satellite cells

Abigall Hansen, Marcia Hathaway, Christie Ward and Mary Pampusch

Department of Animal Science, Univ. of Minnesota, St. Paul 55108

Introduction

Satellite cells, mono-nucleated myogenic cells found
In all skeletal muscle, were used as a model for
muscle growth in horses.! The expression of specific
myogenic regulatory factors (MRFs), such as MyoD,
Myf-5 and myogenin, control the proliferation and
differentiation process of satellite cells.? Myostatin is
a MRF that inhibits muscle cell differentiation and
growth.3 In thoroughbred horses, the myostatin gene
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