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2| find the word “transformation” more descriptivadauseful in my discussion, for it describes a pssc
not an end, unlike the word “transition,” which gegts a complete change.
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% Here | am making a reference to Burawoy’s (193%ctiption of “capitalism by design.” He and Kornai
argue that the “artificial transplants” (Kornai 2)®f capitalism are too rigid and would be rejedte
Central and Eastern Europe.
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* Thus | explore the changing meanings of both ntaakd community (house) economy in socialism and
post-socialismPrincipally, | view socialism as a community-basednomy; however, this dissertation
mostly focuses on rural house economies in relatiaghe larger economy in which they are situafesl
demonstrate, the house economy can shrink or exg@adesult of the larger economy in which it is
embedded but it endures in any economic systemh&hétis feudalism, socialism or capitalism.
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® Polanyi's forms of economic integration—reciprgciredistribution, market-exchange, and house
holding—are a pattern of locational and appropri@i movements. These forms must be understood as
models with formal characteristics: symmetry, ire tbase of reciprocity; centrality, in the case of
redistribution; random movements, in the case ofketaexchange; and circularity, in the case of
householding. Although Polanyi's description ofoeemic processes was quite influential among
anthropologists, it did not implicate how economwasaconstructed locally and how it was modeled
culturally. Moreover, his theory of the embedded disembedded economy does not point to the dessib
bridge between market and household economy butsksparp analytical division between the two.
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6 Exploring the domestic or household economy, Atistdistinguished three levels of association: the
household, village, and polis. In his view, “Thanriily is the association established by naturettier
supply of men's everyday wants, and its memberscalied, by Charonday, the ‘companios of the
cupboard,” and by Epimenides the Cretan, ‘compaofasanger™ (Aristotle 1943: 251). “Householding i
necessary and honorable,” while market exchandgansatural,” a “mode by which men gain from one
another” (Aristotle 1943: 266).
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" In economics, the notion of private property hasrbone of the fundamental conceptions for theyaisal
of the relationship between economy and societg. thdy of economics is primarily concerned witlkwvho
resources are used to satisfy people’s wants atdirihs that the “economic way of thinking” allows to
make rational choices about the alternative uséisosie resources. Economists maintain that sirce w
have only a limited amount of resources to satigints, we need to economize on the uses of those
resources to get the greatest benefit (cf. Sah®7?). Efficiency maximizes the amount of outputairted
from a given amount of resources or minimizes thewnt of resources used for a given amount of dutpu
In this view, efficient use of resources can baeaad if the means of production, such as busisgsse
farms, mines, and natural resources are in privateership. In opposition to this view, economic
anthropologists claim that this perception of proypées too static and simplified because it doespwnt

to the social, cultural or moral features of prapeBee: Bird-David [(1992]1998); Douglas and Isteod
(1978a), Geertz (1974); Gudeman (1978a); Hann (1 ®hlins (1974); Verdery (1996, 1998); etc.
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8 This dissertation does not allow me to elaboratthe workings of collective farms in the Russian
context. | will primarily focus on collectivizatig the significance of the second economy, and the
emergence of market socialism in the context ofdgéuy only.
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° The New Economic Mechanism in 1968 offered a umionodel in addition to the “neo-Stalinist model”
(Swain 1998) of collectivization. It strongly ensaged household plot and small-scale farming aditli
so partly by following the “collectivization abanaied model,” to use Swain’s phrase (1998).

9 The role of the second/shadow/informal econoniy the center of some of the academic discussions.
The most prominent one in relation to its functiorthe transition is Szelényi's article, “Alternati

Futures for Eastern Europe: The Case of Hungai§9QL
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See: Bates 1995; Creed 1991; 1995; 1998; 1999;dbe&hd Panzig 1995; De Waal 1996; Dunn 1995,
2000; Hann 1992, 1995, ed. 1998, n.d.; KideckeB19995; Nagengast 1991, 1998; Stark 1989; 1992;
1996; Swain 1998; Vaséary 1995; Pine 1998; Verd@861 ed. 1999; Zbierski-Salameh 1998; etc.
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12«The essential nature of property is to be founddcial relationships rather than in any
inherent attributes of the thing or object thataa# property. Property, in other words, is not
a thing, but a network of social relations thatgums the conduct of people with respect to the
use and disposition of things” (Hoebel 1954: 424).

13 Anthropological interests in property relationsd&E and fSU can be grouped as follows: (1)

privatization strategies and resistance to prieaiml?’ (e.g. Jakubowska 2000; Hann 2000; Verdery 1999;
Bates 1995; Creed 1991; 1995; 1997; 1998; Bor6&2;1Bunce and Csanadi 1993; De Soto and Panzig
eds. 1995; Keith 1992; Kideckel 1993, 1995, 1996886b; Lampland 1991, 1995; Swain 2000, Los ed.
1990; Nagengast 1991, 1998) and (2) fragmented shipeand ‘fuzzy property relations’ (e.g. Pine 299
1998; Réna-Tas 1997; Sampson 1994, 1999; Swain; B¥@ényi 1990, 1994; Vasary 1995; Verdery
1991, 1994a, 1994b, 1996, 1998, 1999; ZbierskirBala1998; Hann 2000). These discussions
demonstrate how the processes of reprivatizatidndacollectivization generate new concepts of prigpe
rights based on changing understanding of sodiatioas among individuals, family networks, anddbc
communities.
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14 Fernandez introduces the idea of 'revelatory ewis! by which he means that they are not so fregjne
the flow of everyday life and “their significance the fruit of participation over the long termculture. It
is such participation that enables us to give theeeents of a sudden constellation of significanea
adequate reading. | regard these moments as time @ource of insight in fieldwork...an opportunity
relate events to the structure we otherwise spamchraf out time studying in the field.” (In Intrq: xi.)
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15 The word,‘puszta (literal translation from Hungarian would be ‘barempty,’ or ‘naked.’) refers to
farmsteads on manorial estates existing prior #51% also denotes the eastern region of the Gtlediis
or theNagy Alféld which was populated by manorial workers who wanelless.

41



IN1I 6 0 &1 2 gR

/0015 "
5" 6 11035

18 Qutskirt areas/settlements of Szeged used tovigedi into two regions: Feltanya (including Csengele,
Balastya, szeszék, Gajgonya, Szatymaz, Fehértd) and Alsé{amglading Roszke-Szentmihalytelek,
Feketeszél. Nagyszéksos, Kiralyhalom, MoérahalonmBszék, Zakany, Csorva, Atokhaza), altogether
5624 households. In the outskirts of Szeged, 8vVIdpproximately 34.000 people, while in Szegetthat
same time 54.000 people. In 1920: 39.00, 1930:46.(@hasz 1989) In 1879, after the Great Flood of
Szeged, people started moving out to these remess af Szeged. According to Juhasz’s findingsdas
on archival research, it can be concluded thatdgdahad circa 396 households in 1887. In additioa
area included 5 windmills, and 2 schools.
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" The Opusztaszer Memorial Park commemorates thgéatiam Conquest and the settlement of the
Magyar Tribes in the Carpathian Basin. Accordingh® national legend and origin myth, Opusztaszes w
the place where Arpad and his chieftains of theddmian Magyan tribes gathered in 896 AD to decide
upon the laws and order of their new homeland.

'%|n Balastya-Tanya district there is a Hindu Vasm&hurch, the largest in Eastern Europe.

44



64
4
4 G
1100 6
D
6
?

45

6

0oQ

47

76



5 100G G

+ . /0035
4 7
6
/00/5 ? . @
6 4 .
4 K Q_
4 4 6 0Q_ 4
5 IPOO
5& 4

46



4 .5 g

$6 /00J5

6 6 . IINO 5

" 4 <

6 4 57 @
IIN1 6 4 4 G
n 5
6 4 " & 4 6 3 6 5

( 4

9n the year of 1989, according to the official sepsubmitted by the County Council Chair, 70-8i$es
were without electricity. “Old people were reludtém get electricity installed in their houses hetause
they could not afford it but because to them usilegtricity was alien.” (Council Chair, Ferenc R4&89)
2 Norton wells are dug wells.
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2L FIDESZ, the acronym stands feiatal Demokratak Szoévetségethe Alliance of Hungarian Young
Democrats. It is a right wing political party in Hgary that used the Széchenyi Plan for its politica
lobbying.
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22 The source of cut flowers in general is its owt& market,” with the biggest center in Holland.

% Nagy was one the chair of the Méra Collectivehia 80s. After the change of the regime, he bechme t
second mayor of Balastya in the 90s. Then he mtvéik nearby Kistelek, where he was elected aomay
for the city.

24 Susanne Zolcer. 2005. http://www. Budapestsun.ciphp?id=16312

% The phrase that is used to describe this typgdtural production i$dliazasin Hungarian.Félia

refers to the vinyl that is used to stretch ovéneazithe metal or PVC ribs.
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% After the 1956 Revolution the socialist governmiead to make a compromise in order to maintain its
dominance over the population. Its success depemléd ability to deliver not only necessary gobads
also consumer goods in addition to increasing téedard of living. Hence without the fast growing
second economy it would have been an impossibitqad| social and economic agenda to fulfill. Réna
Tas (1989) describes the dilemma of the Kadar regimsuch: “The paradox of the Kadar regime faced
was that to keep a system of domination basedmebttical mobilization and coercion but —
predominantly — on the institution of state empleymit had to meet consumer needs. But to meet
consumer needs it had to tolerate the second ecgnainich meant the erosion of its principal meahs o
domination.” (R6na-Tas, 1989: 121)
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27 For my discussion of the practice of hoop-housmemy, although the innovation of the hoop-house
itself did not take place on the socialist househpdbts, | see it as a political and economic pobdi the
collectivized agriculture.

The innovation of the hoop-house economy is veogelly related to the collectivized farming as isvea
negation of it.
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2 One cadastral hold is half a hectare.
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# The literal translation aermel szévetkezes “a producing collective.” The abbreviated forras SZ
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% General Secretary of the Socialist-Worker’'s Pédyn 1956-1988.
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31 Land measurement: 161=3.597 m2 (1 m2=0.2785l)

1 cadastral hold = 160@1=5754.56m2; 1 Hungarian hold=120f1=4315.92m?2.
1 hectare=10.000m2.

1 hold=0.575 hectares

%t is interesting to point out here that this 16600r 0.57 ha is exactly the same size of plat
collective farms distributed to its members for $etold plot cultivation after 1968 and this wasatya
the same amount of land to which manorial workershe large estates before World War Il were exdtitl
to.
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33 "In some economic writings the term "second ecoyfamapplied to what this book calls the "informal
economy."” The first economy covers all the quadifin the official ideology of the classical systasthe
"socialist sector," that is the bureaucratic state collective sector, while the second economypists of
the sum of the formal private sector composed fi¢iafly permitted, small family undertakings arttet
informal private sector" (Kornai 1992:85).
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% In Réna-Tas's (1989), Szelényi's (1988) analysii/ate part-time farming is considered part of the
second economy if the household sold at least sinte produce. Hobby or subsistence farmers were

considered borderline between the first and thersgeconomy, as they could potentially decide to
produce and sell their products.
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% See next chapter about the fate of the Rakoce€idle Farm’s main office.
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3" MSZMP stands for Magyar Szocialista Munkas Phag,Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party.
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3 Similarly as Gudeman explains it that people'sstmiet of the land itself was closely linked tosthi
pattern of external control and internal use. Lpusd like similarly to the Physiocrats, was modiedes if it
were a natural pool or reservoir which could beadraipon to support the agricultural cycle. Laiad
natural power, "crops were to land as human hadrtodhe head. The metaphor appeared in the verbal
expression used for practical activities" (Guderh@85: 5).
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39 By peasants today, | refer to a group of people afe engaged in a mix of vegetable and crop
production supplemented or dominated by animal &dty. In Balastya, this group of people usually is
comprised of older people who were brought up agwcialism.
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“9See Gudeman 2001.

“1 Sahlins argues that the DMP harbors an antisugginsiple geared to the production of livelihoatta
is endowed with the tendency to come to a hahattpoint. Hence, if “surplus” is defined as outphbve
the producers’ requirements, the household systarotiorganized for it. “Nothing within the strumtwof
production of use pushes it to transcend itsel7 21 85).
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*3 Cold Frames are used to begin the spring seasn8 @/eeks earlier. One could sow hardy seeds that
much sooner, in the warm earth inside the cold écam
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4 J6zsef Sztancs's sister was the headmaster tfdhkelementary school. She married Joska Egmy wh
was one of the local communist party leaders. Wene both very much involved in this horticultural
practice in the 1970s and even today. Today theyilkegal Romanian workers to work in their hoop-
houses.
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> For urbanites, it was a very similar situationeytad kitchen gardens as well, or in the Gredh®la
people hadanyas (detached farms) where they had grown some ablgstand took care of peach, sour
cherry trees or vineyard. If their small farm was so far from their home, let’s say in a bikingtdnce
they even had a dog out there that scared offgrarand thieves. After working hours they biket ou
there for a few hours but the weekend was the tintee spent completely in these gardens.
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“® Initially, in the first phase of voluntary collédtation there were three types of collectivesiblished
and regulated by Government directives in 1948eg&lypes were officially set down, categorizedhsy t
proportion of production resources and labor regfuito be collectivized or left in individual contrén
types 1 and 3, collective members regained sonmanty and individual responsibility in productiomda
labor & land input. In type 3, collective membees/g their land and animals to the collective wheayt
joined. These members collectively farmed on atdagay basis and shared out the net revenues in
proportion to their inputs of labor and land thrbube year. (cf. Vasary 1987)
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*” Gudeman, in his theoretical work on culture anshemy, develops the perspective of innovation. “The
innovator’s act becomes a cultural trace.” By aalttrace he means “a memory distributed among
members of a community,” like a legacy. (Gudemad12d46-147)
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9 The base refers to the wealth of the house; lspdgiinary in a rural community, but it also inclsde
seeds, tools, and animals.
0 See more: Gudeman (2001; 2005)
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%2 Gudeman explains that “mutual transactions inckitteting, apportioning, and reciprocity (whichear
often intermingled). Markets include commerce @ titade of goods and services (which include ideas)
and finance or the trade of money and financigtimsents” (Gudeman 2008: 150). These two belong to
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two distinct value domains: the social and the mtarkalm or the domains of incommensurate and
commensurate values.
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>3 What is a primary producer? The 236/1998. govemrdecree fixes the data supply and registration
obligation of agricultural producers as followsd2g (2) The obligation of data supply concerns tha
agricultural producer who wants to draw on subsidiermined by a special decree of the Minister,
provided a) the producer uses at least one heatam@ble land or grass, or 500 m2s vine plantation
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orchard, or without spatial limitation carries dwairticultural production, or b) in case of lackl@hd use,
he keeps at least one standard animal. (an acképsbr bigger animal), or ¢) carries out sylvicrdty
venery or piscatorial production (in: Kata Racz 200

4 1. 1-10 hectares for plough land plants, youlge®00 forints/ha except for rice and hemp.

2. 10.1-300 hectares only for ear grains, corrtepr plants (peas, soy, horse beans), oily vetgtab
(sunflower seeds), you get 8.000 forints/ha.

The owner or user of vineyards or orchards camcassistance if he does not own arable land lahger
10.1 hectares and/or the size of his vineyardsaravds are no larger than 1-10 hectares. In Hss gou
get, 12.000 forints/ha.

Other conditions for eligibility:

1. 40 percent of seeds used in the fall plantingtrba sealed for wheat, rye, triticale.

2. In case of other sowing seeds, like corn, 4@qrgrhas to be sealed.

3. You must have receipts written to you for sowsegds, and chemicals without tax to be eligibte fo
assistance. In case of animals, the assistanceagdefows:

1. Only to maintain the stock. In case of female @tds 20.000 forints/a cow. In case of femaleeghand
goat it is 1500 forints/ a sheep or a goat.

% Everybody sells something for cash in a rurabgé-fruit, eggs, vegetables or pickled foods bist th
activity is also well-known to urbanites, who hakachen gardens” on which they also produce a smal
amount of vegetables or fruits for sale at the westarket orpiac. Having access to th@ac is a must for
both the rural and urban population in Hungaryadidition to thepiac today one can see both older men
and women sell flower, eggs, jams, fruits and velgiess in front of larger grocery stores in towns.
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56In the year of 2002, the following categories wased by the Land and Regional Development office fo
registering agricultural producers: 1) primary proers and 2) agricultural entrepreneurs. A primary
producer has a certificate that proves his staws@oducer; it also indicates his annual incdrigyse of
chemicals, etc. The category of the primary produwas initiated in 1997. They have a simplifiedsien
of tax. They get a tax relief for 20 percent ifylfeave presented the bills for their expenses.{@0Gorint
tax relief). In Balastya there are 1000 primaryducers and there are 50 agricultural entrepreneurs

a. There is the itemized tax up to 250.000 foramd then 250.000 to 2.000.000.

b. Average taxing. They take 15 percent of theime@nd whose 12.5 percent is the income tax, ia chs
vegetable production. In case of animal husbaritliy 6 percent and whose 12.5 percent is the igctax
In case of vegetable production, the producer fi&ygercent of his income, the producer who raises
animals pay 6 percent of his income. For examplbgi sales revenue is 1.000.000 forints thenrtasre
is 60.000 and he pays taxes after this 60.000tforpto 200.000 forints it is 12.5 percent. Above
200.000 forints it is 25 percent. Upto 400.000rtwiit is tax free for primary producers.

" | would like to note it here that not all peopleawdo agricultural work or subsistence farming are
registered as primary producers for various reafitatd don't discuss here in the dissertation.
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%8 See Chapter 3, in which | in detail discuss timel ldistribution process and Jéska’s role in thedLan
Distribution Committee.

%9 During collectivization when the collective farmek away all the draught horses from the peasants,
of the men fabricated an engine that pretty mudistsuited for the labor of a horse. The party sacyan
charge of collecting the horses had the first ndiloaka,” and that is why the vehicle received the
nickname of “llonka’s horses” odldnka lovai”
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% When | visited the family in 2004 Laci’s wife lolser job in the shoe factory of Kistelek and became
unemployed. J6ska told me, “you see, in the Kéelginte, this could not have happened. People had’job
®1“The Tragedy of Man” (1861) was written by the kyanian writer, Imre Madach.
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%2 Villagers often told me this by using these phsasamit a haz kiad, azért nem kell a bolba sza)a&n
pénzt kiadni érte.”
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%3 See also: Clammer (1985); Dalton (1962); Gee®@57); Gudeman (1978); Lenin (1948); Nash (1967);
Taussig (1968).
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% people who joined the collective farms without anyd were entitled to have 30 golden crowns. These
people were the descendants of former landlesaptasho used to work on large manorial estates.
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® Today there are different types of vinyl availafiieconstructing a hoop-house, which are rather
expensive. They all vary in price depending ongbality of the vinyl. For example, the “Foliaplasitm
had produced polietilen [do you mean polyethylen&?}l since 1991. It makes six different types of
vinyl. 1) filmic vinyl, which insulates well and gable for the cold season, 2) vapor-free vinylsed to
prevent plant spottiness, 3) infrared light absorpvinyl can increase the temperature by 1 or BiGe
degrees and thus shortens the time of plant maiorhy 10-15 days and diminishes the possibilityro$t
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in an unheated hoop-house, 4) temperature saviny imcreases the temperature, 5) light reflectiimyl
that provides even reflective light, and finallyd@nstant temperature vinyl avoids too much heat.

®7 |t is circa 80 USD/month. The minimum wages aréd80 forints/month in 2002.
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® Hajni’s parents, Péter and Mariska, provide theith pork and poultry for the entire year.
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%9 Eva became a village economist in May 2000. Thegeay of a village economist was introduced by the
Ministry of Land and Region in 1999.Her areas ¢éiast are EU and family farming. She finished the
College of Horticulture in Kecskemét. She is inrgjegaof seven settlements in the region. Her
responsibilities include providing reports on:

a. production estimation b. damage reports c.stizdl data d. gasoline aid

e. agrarian assistance and f. land assistance.
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In the mid-1980s, the Rakdczi Collective farm fphsin, peach, and apple orchards and a vineyard.
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" 0r, to explain this feeling more figuratively,daall the sarcastic way people often times talksalia
operations performed in Hungarian hospitals ina@mn, considering the quality of medical technglog
and care: “The operation was successful: just &tiept died of it.” Similarly, the introduction tiie free
market took place, but in parallel the people whd to face up to it became financially, sociallgan
morally paralyzed.
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2 Among the predicaments the following political-somic and sociological analyses were foregrounded:
the collapse of Marxist-Leninist regimes and itsncaunist leadership (e.g. Hansen 1997; Jowitt 1992;
Lane 1996); privatization (e.g. Abrahams 1996; KisvA996; Poznanski 1994); market economy (e.qg.
Begg and Pickles 1998; Bruszt and Stark 1991; Si@8R;); democratization (e.g. Beyme 1996); civil
society (e.g; Arato 1994; Cohen and Arato 19929 mationalism (e.g. Barany 1994; Bollerup and
Chistensen 1997; Csepeli 1991; Unwin 1998).

3 Simultaneously, in the “Era of Colonial CapitaligrtKelly 1999), or rather “era of neo-colonial tial
capitalism” as | phrase it, a post—Cold War dissewan reproduce and reiterate on one hand theiaineq
geo-political division, and on the other the socialtural boundary between the West and the novhé®t
ed East.” The fall of the Berlin Wall and the desmtling of the Iron Curtain did not raise the cimtaf
partition between the two opposed poles. Moreabwerrigid representation and perception of CEE and
fSU exacerbated an altered appropriation of the Bathe West (e.g. Bunzl 2000; Grant 1995; Parethn
1998; Ries 2000; Wolfe 2000b).
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" See: Bates 1995; Creed 1991; 1995; 1998; 199%dde and Panzig 1995; De Waal 1996; Dunn 1995,
2000; Hann 1992, 1995, ed. 1998, n.d.; KideckeB19995; Nagengast 1991, 1998; Stark 1989; 1992;
1996; Swain 1998; Vasary 1995; Pine 1998; Verd€861 ed. 1999; Zbierski-Salameh 1998.
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5 See: Bates 1995; Creed 1991; 1995; 1998; 199%dde and Panzig 1995; De Waal 1996; Dunn 1995,
2000; Hann 1992, 1995, ed. 1998, n.d.; KideckeB19995; Misztal 1999; Nagengast 1991, 1998; Stark

1989; 1992; 1996; Swain 1998; Vasary 1995; Ping319@rdery 1996, ed. 1999; Zbierski-Salameh 1998,
etc.
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" In Hungary, the formal and polite way of addregsan older man is “uncle,” which is not the same as
maternal uncle or paternal uncle.

8 The first Prime Minister elected democraticallyL@90.
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9.86.3 percent of the territory of Hungary (8 mitlibectares) is productive land, 66.6 percent (6lm
hectares) is agricultural land, 50.6 percent (4illian hectares) is arable land, so the ratio ahbo
agricultural and arable is significantly higherritia most countries in Europe. Calculated at curpeices,
the weight of agriculture within the GDP was 6 arcin 1994, by 1998 the ratio of agricultural GDP
dropped to 5 percent. (SAPARD Plan: 2001)
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8 |n some areas in the countryside suicide is semgéihat no family remains unaffected. In recessrg a
number of small and isolated settlements in sonthiemgary came to be known as 'suicide villages' as
their rate is even higher than the average natifignades. Until 1996 there were 4,500 recordedidei a
year in Hungary, which was the highest per popattetigure in the world. Not only many people Kill
themselves in Hungary but they also often choogtabmethods: they jump down wells, hang themselves
or drink pesticides. Gloom, depression and suis@am to be part and parcel of Hungarian cultureu"Y
can hardly meet with a Hungarian who wouldn't haatatives or friends who really committed suicide—
it's a kind of national disease, it's a kind oksiess," says Péter Muller, a Hungarian playwright lias
written a play about Gloomy Sunday and has stutfiecsuicide phenomenon.
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8L A Soviet car model driven in Central and Eastenroe.
8 The expression in Hungarian Bolgozni latastél vakulasig
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8 protekcioin socialist Hungary refers to “having influentfeends,” “being well backed,” which worked
at all levels in the society. As the saying gogsdpes not matter how much you know, what matiers
who you know. As | said it worked at all levelstoaly in regards to the Communist Party and the
Ministries but also in grocery shops, state depantsistores, hospitals, schools, etc. For exanfpley
knew the shop assistant you could have acceskilo af bananas, which was a rare commodity in
socialism, “from under the counter,” “set aside”thg shop assistant for you. To return this favas wot
obligatory but could have been called upon in offierations. Or, in case of hospitals, if your gitather
was an alcoholic and the family did not want hiroward then he was put into a state rehab for asdsng
possible, if you knew someone who could arrangeftrayou in the administration.
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8 Janos Kiss was the second mayor of Balastya fi@®d 10 1998. In the late 1970s he was the chair of
Mora Collective. After his term in 1998 he was ébelcthe mayor of Kistelek, which is a larger setibat
than Balastya, in Csongrad County.
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8 See: 1993. II. Law in regard to the operatiorhefitand Review and Land Distribution committees.
8 According to the 2 par. Law II. 1993. the Land tBisution committee is responsible for the arrangam
of the share holders’ land base; its members habe elected by the share holding members and non-
members in accordance with their share proportadihg. Only 1/3 shareholders have to be present in
order to select the members of the committee. Hlag of the land distribution committee is chosgrthe
committee members.
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87 This golden crown value per hectare is periodjoadlated to real unit of currency, the Hungariarirft.
For the purpose of the restitution process, thaf@quivalent of one golden crown value of landswat at
1.000 forints, and entitlement to these vouchers eedculated on this basis (Swain, “Golden Crowns,
lollipops and stamina” 1993).
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8 peasants used the same phrase for “giving in” lai®60s like during the forced food delivery syst
when they had to “give in” a certain amount of fdodhe state.
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8 However the instruments of investment were kefpfically low as the state made up for it in indrgkt
consumption

% Despite the common belief that the communist statdiscated and appropriated individuals’ land, |
need to emphasize that original property rightsevadways recorded and registered in the land record
according to the land’s golden value padastral hold(one cadastral hold is half a hectare).

L Here | wish to note that the statetized land weasenin the possession of the cooperatives. The
cooperatives legally had use-rights to the landivey never became the property of the cooperatives
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92 According to this law's 5 par. (1), the share prtipn holder has to submit his written requeshisits0
days after the law becomes effective. The locatifdand property for distribution is defined byshaw 9
par. (1), such as, if the holder did not requesideimand for getting his share proportion land @riyp
within 60 days as the 5 par (1) states, then the tadistribution committee (its legal descendail)
define the basis for his share proportion-land priys security as land share.
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% Bloody-mouthed is a phrase used to describe lievers of the communist party. The actual phrase
wasveéresszaji kommunista
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% That parcel that Ferenc sold so hastily to the marking in the Land Office was on the track of the
future highway.

% varga was the chair of Alkotmany Cooperative frb®78 to 1992.

° The phrase “Green Baron” @ld Bar6came to label a group of people in the post-sistiata. Green
Barons, who in the socialist regime worked as marggr agronomist in cooperative farms, were
relatively well educated having some sort of calleiggree specializing in Agriculture. These petbjplé
not only the knowledge, skill and experience of hownanage a large-scale farm but also had ancérea
expertise such as knowledge of crop breeds, pgssgcirrigation, and technology. These people, like
Varga, could smoothly transform their cultural @ottial capital into economic capital in the yedrs o
transformation in post-socialist Hungary.
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% A Hungarian town in the County of Bacs-Kiskun.
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9 Krishna devotees first appeared in Hungary aetiteof the 1970s, but only in the second wave ®f th
mission, in the mid 1980s, did a viable communityelop. Since 1989 the Community of the Hungarian
Krishna conscious devotees (from now on HSKCON aretKrishnas) is a registered religion in Hungary.
By 1993, half of the Hungarian population had heafrthem.
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10 \When | went back to visit in 2008, the camp wadigarray and the tourist site was pretty much pfrt
the past.
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191 1n Hungarian, the word “land” i&ld, which encapsulates words such as land, earthdisind
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192 According to the Ministry of Land and Regional Bépment regarding the settlement of Balastya, the
following could be stated in 2002: In the casehaf Alkotmany Coop there were 579 hectares of
undistributed land. In the case of the M6ra Coapealwere 347 hectares of undistributed land, anlen
case of Rakoczi Coop there were 433 hectares a$tibdited land recorded in the land registry.

103 A village ecnonomistalugazdasavas employed to manage land registration and lasg-assistance.
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1% This is a county-based assessment. The data tef€songrad County including the region of Balasty
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1% Here, | refer to Verdery’s description of propemyations in Transylvania during decollecitvizatjo
which she labels as “fuzzy property.” | maintdiattthe shift/ing from a hybrid mode of productioran
altered, but still hybrid mode of production todayas murky as property rights in the case of Hanga
See also Verdery’s discussion “Fuzzy Property: RigRower, and Identity in Transylvania’s
Decollectivization” (1999) irUncertain Transitions: Ethnographies of Changéha Postsocialist World
53-83.
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1981t was “wild capitalism, where the laws of wild Wes rule.” In Hungarian, “ez vad kapitalizmus, bao
piac farkas torvényei uralkodnak.” The Hungariantsece refers to the rules of the market, which is
uncontrollable and untamable.
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97 The EU’s PHARE program was designed for the devabaqt of the region’s infrastructure in the

context of EU integration. ISPA was designed foriemmental programs, while SAPARD was for the
regional distribution of agricultural monies. Orfetlte regions in the South Plains where | did nmgesech
had three counties belonging to one region; thes€aongrad, Bacs-Kiskun, and Békés.
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108 | accordance with Council Regulation (EC) No 12689 of 21 June 1999 and Commission
Regulation (EC) No 2759/1999 of 22 December 199B¢pdown detailed rules for its
application — and other legislation referred téhiese — the Ministry of Agriculture and Regional
Development of Hungary has prepared and submitS#RARD Plan of Hungary (SAPARD
Plan 2000: 1).

109 1he proportion of fundamentally rural areas in Hany (61.5%) is substantially above the Union's
figure (47%) and their share from the total popatats 3.5 times higher than the ratio of the EUnber
states. The proportion of the population livingundamentally and typically rural areas is altoget84%
higher in Hungary than the Union's average, whictiue to the typical Hungarian settlement structure
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1101n 2002, the amount of investment aid was 50 arillHungarian forints (source: Gazdaprogram: az
agrarium jovje, FVM Sapard Hivatal, 2002).
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11 source: Gazdaprogram: az agrarium jév2002. Ministry of Land and Regional Development
Ministry of Finance and the Hungarian InvestmemiBa
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121) In case of investment the family economy reeetiv 10 % of the nominal. It was broken down to the
following: 1a) for purchasing machinery, 25% + 1QBlb) for investing in a new building, 25% + 10%gdan
1c) settling a new plantation, 50% + 10%. 2) Sappntary assistance was granted if 2a) 1-10 hsctare
for fruits and grapes, + 8.000 forints; 2b) 10.008-Bectares for protein plants, + 12.000 forints] ac)
10.01-300 hectares for grains and sunflower see800 forints. In addition, the state offereca3)
favorable credit construction for operating andmtein a family economy such as: 3a) to purchasa, lan
100%; 3b) to buy a depot or renovate one, or astabhe, 50%; 3c) to settle a plantation, 50%;t8djuy

a new machine, 50%; and 3e) for rotating funds, 864rce: Gazdaprogram: az agrarium jév2002.
Ministry of Land and Regional Development, MinistfyFinance and the Hungarian Investment Bank).
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The purchase of vinyl for the hoop-house belongetthé category of investment, only if the hoop-
house was a permanent (cemented) and not mobildHoweever, only rural entrepreneurs and family
farmers could apply for these investment grantgniotary producers.
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14 v/iktor Orban, the prime minister of Hungary betwek998 and 2002.
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15When | visited Balastya in the summer of 2003, rtrembership had already decreased and the co-op
was facing major challenges with its sales. Ndy did it have difficulties selling products, busa
members did not trust the president, and smaliéstdractions emerged within the membership. The
president also criticized the membership for hajdim to old ways of doing business at the market.
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1 Hungaricumis a phrase used in CAP regional planning docusriatt specifies what is typical or
authentically Hungarian that could be marketablth@&EU market. The Hungarian Grey Cattle is one of
these hungaricum-s, as the gray cattle was branghthe Carpathian Basin by the Hungarian founding
tribal leaders in AD 895.

17 EU conformis another phrase that slipped into the Hungar@alulary in the pre-accession period,
meaning that something is up to EU standards.
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18 377K is an acronym that stands Bzakszervezetek Tarsadalombiztsitasi Kézpddtjarade Union’s
Social Insurance Center. In socialist Hungary, jgutdinics were called SZTK and the famous eyevagar
the socialist era was called SZTK FRAME. From yotmgld, everyone had the same shape and color
frame for his/her glasses (black, thick-rimmed feain

19 TESCOIs a UK-based international grocery and generathsedising retail chain in Szeged where
people shop instead of going to small grocery store
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12051 the eve of the Hungarian Referendum on joittiegEuropean Union, held 12 April 2003, a poster
saying “it is OK to say No” was banned and its auhwere arrested. The poster shows three arms
extended for shaking hands; the top bearing thetiwa the middle a red star, and the third thelédd
(Zsuzsa Gille, public lecture given at the Univigrsif Minnesota, 2004). In this referendum the djoas
regarding EU membership, nearly 85 percent votddviar of membership, with a little over 15 percent
against. However, with an overall voter turnoubofy 45 percent, the referendum cannot be congidere
total success. Some studies point to the factltgatote for EU membership was similar to the loelel

for NATO membership. In fact, the statistics foe tatter were a bit better. Then, 40 percent oélaible
voters had pushed Hungary into joining the militatiance, whereas only 38 percent confirmed Huyigar
membership to the EU. Most would agree that tfereadum was a historic vote, and that a new age ha
begun for Hungary, as well as other countries aftz and Eastern Europe, but the question ishatse
expense?
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