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1 Auntie, or in Hungarian “néni” is the proper way to address an elder woman.  



 

 7 

�	��������7	�
����������
������������6���.��	�5�� ��"� ����������	������
����G��
�����5�

�����
�
����
����6��7������4�����	����	�������������
 ����
�����������������
5��

��
	����������������	�����������������������	�
���	�� ���
�������	�������4�����	������

4	�����5��

 ��"��������������������
��4�����	���	���������������� �������������������
�5��"�

�����	�����7����
��	��������������
�����	������6�������.� ���
������	����	����	���

�������	�����.	���.����
��������
�����
����
�	4	9��	������ ��������	4��	9��	��5������

���������<���
������	���������
����<
��������6�
���	�� .��
7�6���7���������	������


������	
	�����5�"�����6������
��D����	������6������ ���	��������
�����������������

����	��	�����	��6������:�	
������������7��	����������� ���G������������������
�����
	���

��������
���	�������
�:����	����;�����	������������ 
��	���	�� 5� ���	��=��	7��

�<���	���������4���4	��������������������	4	���	����� �
�������
�������6����6����

������	������4	������6��������������������.����6��
�� �������G��7��65�������

6���������������4��	���
��������������	�5� ���	��&��	� 7��������:��
���������6���

�6����������	������4	������6�������������	4����������� �	������
�������
��:��4	���

�����	
��4	�����������;��������	�����������.���������
 ��	��������4���6������������������

�����6���������
�4��	��������4	���������������������	 ������������������
��5;��

E����"�
���	��������"��
�����
��������������������� 
��	 
�����	4���	���

�������������
��	��������������.�
.���	���
��6	���D���� 	���5�"��6����6�������������

�����
.���II5� ���	��=��	7����������	����������
����� ���:)���7��6��6����"�6����

��
��������6��7�"�������
�����.����	����������������+ �6���	��5����	���	��.�����



 

 8 

����7��6��������	����6����6��
�	����+����������	
����� ����	������	�������������	
����

��5�������6���
��	�������
��	��5�"�
���������.��	�4�� 6������������������������

�������������������6����	��M�"�6��
����	�����������6� ���������	����"��������������

	��6����������� 
��	
����
�	���
�4	���.���	��6�������5�E ������������L;����	������

�4�	���������	�	
����	�
���	����������:6�����;�"����� ��������	��������"�
�
�����������

��������
����������������	���	.��	���	������4	�������� ��	������
	�������5��"������	�D�	���

������6������������7��6������������6���6��������7����
 ���.����
����
�	4	9��	���

�����������	4��	9��	��������������7����
���6����	���	������ �
��������	�
����������

�����
	��	�
5�������6��6�
���6�������	��6������������
	 �	�����F�	��������


��4�����	��5� ���	��&��	�7��������:"�
���������������� ���.����	������
�����.�����

%�
���*���	��6��.����6��7����������
����
�	4�����
��� ����
����5;�������	�����������

�����6	�7�����
������������:)��������U ���	��&��	�7�V�7� �6���������.����6����6���

������	����������������6��7��������7	��������
�������	� ��������	
����	����&��	�7�L;��

:)�����"��������M;�
��
���� ���	��&��	�7���
�
.	������ ���	��6	��������	����

����5�:"��������5;�"������.�
7�������� ���	��=��	7��6� 	������6	���	�����	������

4�	
���:����������	���	.��	���
�

	�������������
��� ����	�����������	����
���6�����

�4����	�����=��������������������W$	����$	���5G��"� �	������������6��5;��:)��������


�

	�����������������������G�����555;��

E����"���7����
��.������6����	����
	�	��G��	�������
���� ����	�
������


�����������������
	��	������	
���"�������������������<	 ����	�������	���
��6������	��

�����5� ���	��&��	�7�G�����6���	����������.	���������6� �������������
���:"��	�����������



 

 9 

6��6��������,��������	
��.�
7�.���6��6����.���������5�� �����������������4��

����������������
��
����
�	4�����
�5�E��6�����
������ �����6��
�����6��7�����

��������������������������������������������(�7��������� �	��������

����������

��������������5��E��6�����.������.�	�������
	���������� ��6������������	���6��
�����

.�	���	�������������5���	��������
��	���	�
�
���������� ����
������5�"��	������������

��������4���������������������	�������������.������ ������4�����
��������.������
5�

"����
	��	�
�	��6���F�������������	���������������
�� ���.���������6�������	������

.��5;������ ���	��=��	7��
���	������: #���������������������	������$�
����	���	���	����%�

����������$	�����	���
���������� M;�

�

��,�� 
�����
���������
�������-��� ���*�.,�
���
�/� 
��0������
��1����
�2��

�

������
��4�����	�����������.����������������	��������.� ����.����
��

����	
�������	������
�����F����������������
	����	����� �����4	������6�����
����
����"�

����6	���������������	4	�������6��7	���	����������5�(	7 ������.��������	������
�����

�	��
�	���������������������
��4�����	�����	��
������� �������	
������	��
����
��

��
��5�������
��4�����	���������	��	�	
����.�
������� �������������4��	����

	���������������
�������
��������
�������
����	
������ �������������	��������

�4����
�	��������������	������
����������
��������
��� ������6�	
��	������ 
������

	���	��&�	������������������ 5����	���	�������	���	��
��
������6	���������������� ������

��
	��	����	�������	4����	���������������������	�����.� ������������������������
��������



 

 10 

�����
	��	�
5 �"���	�
������ �	��&�	��������������
����	
	� �������6�	��	���<��������.��

��������������������6���
���<�����	����	������
�����	 ��
��
���	�����������������

�������������������5� ��"��.���4������������������	�� ��	��&�	�������������$����������

$�����
'��� ����

&��
�������D����	���������	
���5�E����
��������<	������� 
����	��������������

�	�����	��
�����������4	�������������6���
�����	
����<� �������6	���.�������


��	
	�
��.�������
��
��
�
���������������������K�����K 6	����������L�E����

�����	��
������������������� 
	$� ������	4��	����
��	���	�����
	����������������
	��	���

���L��&����4������6�����������	��������������4�������� ��������	�	
�������

�
���
	
�
�������	������
	
������	�	
��������	���4�� ������	4��L�E���������������

������G��	����	���������6��������	�4������6�6������� �������	����	4��	������6����

�������	�	
�����
���
	
�������
	��������
�����������	 4�������������
	��	�
K�����
��

����������
������������������������	4����������K4��	�� �����������<�����
���

�
���
	
�
�����	��
�������
��������������	4��������
�� ������4�����������	��L�

"�
��	
������������<	����	����	4��������������.������� �������
��	������
�

��
	��	�
����
��	���	�
������.������4	�	.�������.��6���� �.���4��������
�����������

:�	4����
��������<	��	����������
	��	�
;������������	�	 
����	�
��������������:�����

�������
	��	�
;����
��	���	�
5�$����	��	�����������
��	� ��	�����������	�������	������

������
	��	������������������	�����������������	������
� 	
���������	����
���������


���������������
��	�������������������
����	
�	���	� ���������	���������������������

���������������������������5������������
��������
��"� �	����������������4�	
�������



 

 11 

��
�	4��������������
������������G���4��������	4������ ����	���
���
�����
�������

������<	������������
��	������
���
	��	�
����
��	���	�
� 6�	����	4	���	�����������

.��6����/00I�����/00J5��

E�����������	����	���	�������	��������.���L�"��	�������� �������	
��

��������

������<	������������
��	������
���
	��	�
����
��	���	�
� 	�������
��������<	��	���

�������
	��	���4	�����������������5 / ��"��
�
�7	������������
����������G��6��7��:����

 �������	4��	����������������;�?I1OO@��	��6�	
������ 	��	���	�����.��6����:�����

��
	��	�
;�����:�
��������<	��	�����
	��	�
;������������� 	
	�����	��	�
�	���.��6����

���:	
��	����������������
	��	�
;�������:�	4����
��������<	 ��	����������
	��	�
5;����

:	
��	����������������
	��	�
;�"�
�����������	���������< ��
���	���������

������	��������
�������
��	���	�
�	���������������.��:�	4� ���
��������<	��	��������

��
	��	�
;�"�
���������<���	��
����
����	������
��	���	�
 ��6�	
��	����4���6	���

���������
����
�������6������������������	4	��������	�4 ���	��������6����4	4���

�������	��5�

"������
���������
���	�������
����������	������4	�� �����"�
�
���������

����	9��	������������������	4��������������
������
�������� ������
�

���

4�
�.�����������	����
���	���	������ �����
'��� �	������������������
��	�����	
���

����	� 5�� �����"������
�	.������������������
��	����4	�6����� 
�������	������

����	����"�������
�����:����
��6���;�
�

������������� �����<�����	�������
��


�
�����5�����
�����������������������������"�
����
�� ��	�
����������6�����

                                                 
2 I find the word “transformation” more descriptive and useful in my discussion, for it describes a process, 
not an end, unlike the word “transition,” which suggests a complete change. 
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3 Here I am making a reference to Burawoy’s (1999) description of “capitalism by design.” He and Kornai 
argue that the “artificial transplants” (Kornai 1992) of capitalism are too rigid and would be rejected in 
Central and Eastern Europe. 
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4 Thus I explore the changing meanings of both market and community (house) economy in socialism and 
post-socialism. Principally, I view socialism as a community-based economy; however, this dissertation 
mostly focuses on rural house economies in relation to the larger economy in which they are situated. As I 
demonstrate, the house economy can shrink or expand as a result of the larger economy in which it is 
embedded but it endures in any economic system whether it is feudalism, socialism or capitalism. 
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5 Polanyi's forms of economic integration—reciprocity, redistribution, market-exchange, and house 
holding—are a pattern of locational and appropriational movements.  These forms must be understood as 
models with formal characteristics: symmetry, in the case of reciprocity; centrality, in the case of 
redistribution; random movements, in the case of market exchange; and circularity, in the case of 
householding.  Although Polanyi’s description of economic processes was quite influential among 
anthropologists, it did not implicate how economy was constructed locally and how it was modeled 
culturally.  Moreover, his theory of the embedded and disembedded economy does not point to the possible 
bridge between market and household economy but kept a sharp analytical division between the two. 
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6 Exploring the domestic or household economy, Aristotle distinguished three levels of association: the 
household, village, and polis.  In his view, “The family is the association established by nature for the 
supply of men's everyday wants, and its members are called, by Charonday, the ‘companios of the 
cupboard,’ and by Epimenides the Cretan, ‘companios of manger’” (Aristotle 1943: 251). “Householding is 
necessary and honorable,” while market exchange is “unnatural,” a “mode by which men gain from one 
another” (Aristotle 1943: 266). 
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7 In economics, the notion of private property has been one of the fundamental conceptions for the analysis 
of the relationship between economy and society. The study of economics is primarily concerned with how 
resources are used to satisfy people’s wants and it claims that the “economic way of thinking” allows us to 
make rational choices about the alternative uses of those resources.  Economists maintain that since we 
have only a limited amount of resources to satisfy wants, we need to economize on the uses of those 
resources to get the greatest benefit (cf. Sahlins 1972). Efficiency maximizes the amount of output obtained 
from a given amount of resources or minimizes the amount of resources used for a given amount of output.  
In this view, efficient use of resources can be achieved if the means of production, such as businesses, 
farms, mines, and natural resources are in private ownership.  In opposition to this view, economic 
anthropologists claim that this perception of property is too static and simplified because it does not point 
to the social, cultural or moral features of property. See: Bird-David [(1992]1998); Douglas and Isherwood 
(1978a), Geertz (1974); Gudeman (1978a); Hann (1998); Sahlins (1974); Verdery (1996, 1998); etc. 
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8 This dissertation does not allow me to elaborate on the workings of collective farms in the Russian 
context.  I will primarily focus on collectivization, the significance of the second economy, and the 
emergence of market socialism in the context of Hungary only. 
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9 The New Economic Mechanism in 1968 offered a unique model in addition to the “neo-Stalinist model” 
(Swain 1998) of collectivization.  It strongly encouraged household plot and small-scale farming and it did 
so partly by following the “collectivization abandoned model,” to use Swain’s phrase (1998). 
10 The role of the second/shadow/informal economy is in the center of some of the academic discussions.  
The most prominent one in relation to its function in the transition is Szelényi’s article, “Alternative 
Futures for Eastern Europe: The Case of Hungary” (1990).   
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IISee: Bates 1995; Creed 1991; 1995; 1998; 1999; De Soto and Panzig 1995; De Waal 1996; Dunn 1995, 
2000; Hann 1992, 1995, ed. 1998, n.d.; Kideckel 1993, 1995; Nagengast 1991, 1998; Stark 1989; 1992; 
1996; Swain 1998; Vásáry 1995; Pine 1998; Verdery 1996, ed. 1999; Zbierski-Salameh 1998; etc.  
  



 

 24 

���������
�
���	
���������	���	���
�
�����.��
�������� �.����
���7��6����������

��������.�������<	��	�����
�����6��5��

#�����6��7��?�5�5������I11N��/0003�(�
������I11Q3��	� ��I11N�+�������I11Q@�

����������������������:����
����������������6�����	�; �	������
����
�
���<������

����6��������
	������
�
�
����������	��������������
 ���.�����	�	
����
	���	��������

�����	.������
���
	���5�����
�
���<���������������	�� �������	����
��	�����
���

:��
�
.	�������������;�?����7�I11R@�������������	�
��� ����	���.������.�	
�����

��	4����������������6�����	��	���������
��	����������� 
	��	�����������������

���
��	������:��99����������������	���;��������������� �������������������5���

&���	�������	���	����
���	����	��������<����	���������� ������������	
�

6��7�����������������	
��������	��5��"����	��6��7��"��� �������������D����	����������

������������
���
��	������������������������������	 
�
���������	4��	9��	��3�����

���
���
����
�	4��
�
.������������	�������	�������� ���	��������������������������

���������	����
���������
�	4��������4���������
�	���	���� �	��������������
���
�5�

���������������������������	��������"�������	�����
���� ���������	
�����

	����
���������	�������	4��	9��	����	������<�������
��
� �����������������6�	
��

��������� )�����	
����
��*��������+	����	��(�	���� �	�
�������	�����?�@�
��������	������

����	������	��������������3�?.@���
	�����������������	 ���3�?
@���
	������
�	�������

��������3�?�@�������
	������
�	
��������������3�����? �@�����
��������
������
�	������

���������?
�5��	�����/0003�4�����������
7
�����/0003 �*���
���I11N.��/00I3�

�����I11N���/000@5����	��
������������	�������������� �����������	�����4��������



 

 25 

���������.��������	�����
.��	
�4������6�	
��	���
.��� ������������	��������
	���.���

	������
����������
�	������6���5 I/ ���

&���	
�	������<��������������
�������������
��	������
� 
����
�	4�������	4����

�����<�
	���������	4��	9��	����������	���	�����������.����� ��	�����	�������	���������

���������&�����������������6�	����<����	������������� �	��������"����������������

	
���
�����	����������(������	4��	9��	��� 
��?I11/@�.�
 �
��4����
�
���<�����


�������.�������������
����������	�������4��5��<�
	�	��� ������	4��	9��	������
�������

.���������������������������
����
�	4�����
��	������4	� ������"��<��������6�����

:���	�	
	9��	���������	
������;�
���������
��	���������� ������	�����������6���6���

�����	���5�"���������������������	.��������	��������	4�� ������������	�������

�����

��������
���	��������	��	����������
��	
�������

���	. 	�	��������6��������������

���	���������	4��	9��	��5 IJ����	����6�������������	
�������
������
���

��	���
����	������������������
������	��������	���4�� 	�����<	��	�����	������

��	4��	9��	��5�"�
��	
����������	���4��	���������������� ������6�	
��6������������

                                                 
12 “The essential nature of property is to be found in social relationships rather than in any 
inherent attributes of the thing or object that we call property.  Property, in other words, is not 
a thing, but a network of social relations that governs the conduct of people with respect to the 
use and disposition of things” (Hoebel 1954: 424).   
 
13 Anthropological interests in property relations in CEE and fSU can be grouped as follows:  (1) 
privatization strategies and resistance to privatization13 (e.g. Jakubowska 2000; Hann 2000; Verdery 1999; 
Bates 1995; Creed 1991; 1995; 1997; 1998; Böröcz 1992; Bunce and Csanádi 1993; De Soto and Panzig 
eds. 1995; Keith 1992; Kideckel 1993, 1995, 1996a, 1996b; Lampland 1991, 1995; Swain 2000, Los ed. 
1990; Nagengast 1991, 1998) and (2) fragmented ownership and ‘fuzzy property relations’ (e.g. Pine 1993, 
1998; Róna-Tas 1997; Sampson 1994, 1999; Swain 1998; Szelényi 1990, 1994; Vásáry 1995; Verdery 
1991, 1994a, 1994b, 1996, 1998, 1999; Zbierski-Salameh 1998; Hann 2000).  These discussions 
demonstrate how the processes of reprivatization and decollectivization generate new concepts of property 
rights based on changing understanding of social relations among individuals, family networks, and local 
communities. 
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14 Fernandez introduces the idea of 'revelatory incidents’ by which he means that they are not so frequent in 
the flow of everyday life and “their significance is the fruit of participation over the long term in culture. It 
is such participation that enables us to give these moments of a sudden constellation of significance's an 
adequate reading. I regard these moments as the prime source of insight in fieldwork...an opportunity to 
relate events to the structure we otherwise spend much of out time studying in the field.” (In Intro.: p. xi.) 
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15 The word, ‘puszta’  (literal translation from Hungarian would be ‘bare,’ ‘empty,’ or ‘naked.’) refers to 
farmsteads on manorial estates existing prior to 1945. It also denotes the eastern region of the Great Plains 
or the Nagy Alföld, which was populated by manorial workers who were landless.   
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16 Outskirt areas/settlements of Szeged used to be divided into two regions: Fels� tanya (including Csengele, 
Balástya, � szeszék, Gajgonya, Szatymaz, Fehértó) and Alsótanya (including Röszke-Szentmihálytelek, 
Feketeszél. Nagyszéksós, Királyhalom, Mórahalom, Domaszék, Zákány, Csorva, Átokháza), altogether 
5624 households.  In the outskirts of Szeged, in 1887 approximately 34.000 people, while in Szeged at the 
same time 54.000 people. In 1920: 39.00, 1930:45.000. (Juhász 1989) In 1879, after the Great Flood of 
Szeged, people started moving out to these remote areas of Szeged.  According to Juhász’s findings based 
on archival research, it can be concluded that Balástya had circa 396 households in 1887.  In addition, the 
area included 5 windmills, and 2 schools.   
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17 The Ópusztaszer Memorial Park commemorates the Hungarian Conquest and the settlement of the 
Magyar Tribes in the Carpathian Basin. According to the national legend and origin myth, Ópusztaszer was 
the place where Árpád and his chieftains of the Hungarian (Magyar) tribes gathered in 896 AD to decide 
upon the laws and order of their new homeland. 
18 In Balástya-Tanya district there is a Hindu Vasinava Church, the largest in Eastern Europe. 
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19 In the year of 1989, according to the official report submitted by the County Council Chair, 70-80 houses 
were without electricity. “Old people were reluctant to get electricity installed in their houses not because 
they could not afford it but because to them using electricity was alien.” (Council Chair, Ferenc Rácz 1989) 
20 Norton wells are dug wells. 
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21 FIDESZ, the acronym stands for Fiatal Demokraták Szövetsége or the Alliance of Hungarian Young 
Democrats. It is a right wing political party in Hungary that used the Széchenyi Plan for its political 
lobbying.  
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22 The source of cut flowers in general is its own “stock market,” with the biggest center in Holland. 
23 Nagy was one the chair of the Móra Collective in the 80s. After the change of the regime, he became the 
second mayor of Balástya in the 90s. Then he moved to the nearby Kistelek, where he was elected as mayor 
for the city. 
24 Susanne Zolcer. 2005. http://www. Budapestsun.com/cikk.php?id=16312 
25 The phrase that is used to describe this type of agricultural production is fóliázás in Hungarian.  Fólia 
refers to the vinyl that is used to stretch over either the metal or PVC ribs.  
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26 After the 1956 Revolution the socialist government had to make a compromise in order to maintain its 
dominance over the population. Its success depended on its ability to deliver not only necessary goods but 
also consumer goods in addition to increasing the standard of living. Hence without the fast growing 
second economy it would have been an impossible political, social and economic agenda to fulfill. Róna-
Tas (1989) describes the dilemma of the Kádár regime as such: “The paradox of the Kádár regime faced 
was that to keep a system of domination based not on political mobilization and coercion but – 
predominantly – on the institution of state employment it had to meet consumer needs. But to meet 
consumer needs it had to tolerate the second economy, which meant the erosion of its principal means of 
domination.” (Róna-Tas, 1989: 121) 
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27 For my discussion of the practice of hoop-house economy, although the innovation of the hoop-house 
itself did not take place on the socialist household plots, I see it as a political and economic product of the 
collectivized agriculture.  
The innovation of the hoop-house economy is very closely related to the collectivized farming as it was a 
negation of it.  
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28 One cadastral hold is half a hectare. 
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29 The literal translation of termel� szövetkezet is “a producing collective.” The abbreviated form was TSZ. 
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30 General Secretary of the Socialist-Worker’s Party from 1956-1988. 
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31 Land measurement: 1�  öl=3.597 m2 (1 m2=0.278�  öl) 
1 cadastral hold = 1600� öl=5754.56m2; 1 Hungarian hold=1200� öl=4315.92m2. 
1 hectare=10.000m2. 
1 hold=0.575 hectares  
 
32 It is interesting to point out here that this 1600 m² or 0.57 ha is exactly the same size of plot that the 
collective farms distributed to its members for household plot cultivation after 1968 and this was exactly 
the same amount of land to which manorial workers on the large estates before World War II were entitled 
to. 
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33 "In some economic writings the term "second economy" is applied to what this book calls the "informal 
economy."  The first economy covers all the qualifies in the official ideology of the classical system as the 
"socialist sector," that is the bureaucratic state and collective sector, while the second economy consists of 
the sum of the formal private sector composed of officially permitted, small family undertakings and the 
informal private sector" (Kornai 1992:85). 
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34 In Róna-Tas’s (1989), Szelényi’s (1988) analysis, private part-time farming is considered part of the 
second economy if the household sold at least some of its produce. Hobby or subsistence farmers were 
considered borderline between the first and the second economy, as they could potentially decide to 
produce and sell their products.  
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35 See next chapter about the fate of the Rákóczi Collective Farm’s main office.  
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36 The information derives from this Collective Farms’ archival records. 
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37 MSZMP stands for Magyar Szocialista Munkas Part, the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party. 
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38 Similarly as Gudeman explains it that people's construct of the land itself was closely linked to this 
pattern of external control and internal use.  Land just like similarly to the Physiocrats, was modeled as if it 
were a natural pool or reservoir which could be drawn upon to support  the agricultural cycle.  Land has a 
natural power, "crops were to land as human hair was to the head. The metaphor appeared in the verbal 
expression used for practical activities" (Gudeman 1995: 5). 
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39 By peasants today, I refer to a group of people who are engaged in a mix of vegetable and crop 
production supplemented or dominated by animal husbandry. In Balástya, this group of people usually is 
comprised of older people who were brought up in pre-socialism. 
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40 See Gudeman 2001. 
41 Sahlins argues that the DMP harbors an antisurplus principle geared to the production of livelihood and 
is endowed with the tendency to come to a halt at that point. Hence, if “surplus” is defined as output above 
the producers’ requirements, the household system is not organized for it. “Nothing within the structure of 
production of use pushes it to transcend itself (1972: 85). 
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43 Cold Frames are used to begin the spring season 6 to 8 weeks earlier. One could sow hardy seeds that 
much sooner, in the warm earth inside the cold frame. 
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44 József Sztancs’s sister was the headmaster of the local elementary school. She married Jóska Egri, who 
was one of the local communist party leaders. They were both very much involved in this horticultural 
practice in the 1970s and even today. Today they hire illegal Romanian workers to work in their hoop-
houses. 
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45 For urbanites, it was a very similar situation. They had kitchen gardens as well, or in the Great Plains 
people had tanya-s (detached farms) where they had grown some vegetables and took care of peach, sour 
cherry trees or vineyard. If their small farm was not so far from their home, let’s say in a biking distance 
they even had a dog out there that scared off strangers and thieves. After working hours they biked out 
there for a few hours but the weekend was the time to be spent completely in these gardens. 
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46 Initially, in the first phase of voluntary collectivization there were three types of collectives established 
and regulated by Government directives in 1948. Three types were officially set down, categorized by the 
proportion of production resources and labor required to be collectivized or left in individual control. In 
types 1 and 3, collective members regained some autonomy and individual responsibility in production and 
labor & land input. In type 3, collective members gave their land and animals to the collective when they 
joined. These members collectively farmed on a day-to-day basis and shared out the net revenues in 
proportion to their inputs of labor and land through the year. (cf. Vasary 1987)  
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47 Gudeman, in his theoretical work on culture and economy, develops the perspective of innovation. “The 
innovator’s act becomes a cultural trace.” By cultural trace he means “a memory distributed among 
members of a community,” like a legacy. (Gudeman 2001: 146-147) 
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49 The base refers to the wealth of the house; land is primary in a rural community, but it also includes 
seeds, tools, and animals.   
50 See more: Gudeman (2001; 2005) 
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52 Gudeman explains that “mutual transactions include allotting, apportioning, and reciprocity (which are 
often intermingled). Markets include commerce or the trade of goods and services (which include ideas), 
and finance or the trade of money and financial instruments” (Gudeman 2008: 150). These two belong to 
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two distinct value domains: the social and the market realm or the domains of incommensurate and 
commensurate values.  
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53 What is a primary producer? The 236/1998. government decree fixes the data supply and registration 
obligation of agricultural producers as follows: 2nd §. (2) The obligation of data supply concerns that 
agricultural producer who wants to draw on subsidy determined by a special decree of the Minister, 
provided a) the producer uses at least one hectare of arable land or grass, or 500 m2s vine plantation or 
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orchard, or without spatial limitation carries out horticultural production, or b) in case of lack of land use, 
he keeps at least one standard animal. (an adult sheep or bigger animal), or c) carries out sylvicultural, 
venery or piscatorial production (in: Kata Rácz 2002). 
54 1.  1-10 hectares for plough land plants, you get 12.000 forints/ha except for rice and hemp. 
2. 10.1-300 hectares only for ear grains, corns, protein plants (peas, soy, horse beans), oily vegetables 
(sunflower seeds), you get 8.000 forints/ha. 
The owner or user of vineyards or orchards can claim assistance if he does not own arable land larger than 
10.1 hectares and/or the size of his vineyards or orchards are no larger than 1-10 hectares. In this case you 
get, 12.000 forints/ha. 
Other conditions for eligibility: 
1. 40 percent of seeds used in the fall planting must be sealed for wheat, rye, triticale. 
2. In case of other sowing seeds, like corn, 40 percent has to be sealed. 
3. You must have receipts written to you for sowing seeds, and chemicals without tax to be eligible for 
assistance. In case of animals, the assistance goes as follows: 
1. Only to maintain the stock. In case of female cow it is 20.000 forints/a cow. In case of female sheep and 
goat it is 1500 forints/ a sheep or a goat. 
 
55 Everybody sells something for cash in a rural village-fruit, eggs, vegetables or pickled foods but this 
activity is also well-known to urbanites, who have “kitchen gardens” on which they also produce a small 
amount of vegetables or fruits for sale at the weekly market or piac. Having access to the piac is a must for 
both the rural and urban population in Hungary. In addition to the piac today one can see both older men 
and women sell flower, eggs, jams, fruits and vegetables in front of larger grocery stores in towns. 
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56

In the year of 2002, the following categories were used by the Land and Regional Development office for 
registering agricultural producers: 1) primary producers and 2) agricultural entrepreneurs. A primary 
producer has a certificate that proves his status as a producer; it also indicates his annual income, his use of 
chemicals, etc. The category of the primary producer was initiated in 1997. They have a simplified version 
of tax. They get a tax relief for 20 percent if they have presented the bills for their expenses. (100000 forint 
tax  relief). In Balástya there are 1000 primary producers and there are 50 agricultural entrepreneurs.  
a. There is the itemized tax up to 250.000 forints and then 250.000 to 2.000.000. 
b. Average taxing. They take 15 percent of the income and whose 12.5 percent is the income tax, in case of 
vegetable production. In case of animal husbandry, it is 6 percent and whose 12.5 percent is the income tax. 
In case of vegetable production, the producer pays 15 percent of his income, the producer who raises 
animals pay 6 percent of his income. For example, if the sales revenue is 1.000.000 forints then his income 
is 60.000 and he pays taxes after this 60.000 forints. Upto 200.000 forints it is 12.5  percent. Above 
200.000 forints it is 25 percent. Upto 400.000 forints it is tax free for primary producers. 
 
57 I would like to note it here that not all people who do agricultural work or subsistence farming are 
registered as primary producers for various reasons that I don’t discuss here in the dissertation. 
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58 See Chapter 3, in which I in detail discuss the land distribution process and Jóska’s role in the Land 
Distribution Committee.  
59 During collectivization when the collective farms took away all the draught horses from the peasants, one 
of the men fabricated an engine that pretty much substituted for the labor of a horse. The party secretary in 
charge of collecting the horses had the first name “Ilonka,” and that is why the vehicle received the 
nickname of “Ilonka’s horses” or “Ilonka lovai.” 
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60 When I visited the family in 2004 Laci’s wife lost her job in the shoe factory of Kistelek and became 
unemployed. Jóska told me, “you see, in the Kádar regime, this could not have happened. People had jobs.”  
61 “The Tragedy of Man” (1861) was written by the Hungarian writer, Imre Madách.  
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62 Villagers often told me this by using these phrases, “amit a ház kiad, azért nem kell a bolba szaladni, és 
pénzt kiadni érte.” 
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63 See also: Clammer (1985); Dalton (1962); Geertz (1967); Gudeman (1978); Lenin (1948); Nash (1967); 
Taussig (1968). 
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64 People who joined the collective farms without any land were entitled to have 30 golden crowns. These 
people were the descendants of former landless peasants who used to work on large manorial estates.  
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65 In Hungarian: Az a tied, amit megeszel. 
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66 Today there are different types of vinyl available for constructing a hoop-house, which are rather 
expensive. They all vary in price depending on the quality of the vinyl. For example, the “Foliaplast” firm 
had produced polietilen [do you mean polyethylene?] vinyl since 1991. It makes six different types of 
vinyl. 1) filmic vinyl, which insulates well and suitable for the cold season, 2) vapor-free vinyl is used to 
prevent plant spottiness, 3) infrared light absorption vinyl can increase the temperature by 1 or 2 Celsius 
degrees and thus shortens the time of plant maturation by 10-15 days and diminishes the possibility of frost 
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in an unheated hoop-house, 4) temperature saving vinyl increases the temperature, 5) light reflecting vinyl 
that provides even reflective light, and finally 6) constant temperature vinyl avoids too much heat.    
 
67 It is circa 80 USD/month. The minimum wages are 50.000 forints/month in 2002.  
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68 Hajni’s parents, Péter and Mariska, provide them with pork and poultry for the entire year.  
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69 Éva became a village economist in May 2000. The category of a village economist was introduced by the 
Ministry of Land and Region in 1999.Her areas of interest are EU and family farming. She finished the 
College of Horticulture in Kecskemét. She is in charge of seven settlements in the region. Her 
responsibilities include providing reports on: 
a. production estimation b. damage reports c. statistical data d. gasoline aid 
e. agrarian assistance and f. land assistance.   
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70 In the mid-1980s, the Rákóczi Collective farm had plum, peach, and apple orchards and a vineyard.  
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71 Or, to explain this feeling more figuratively, I recall the sarcastic way people often times talked about 
operations performed in Hungarian hospitals in socialism, considering the quality of medical technology 
and care: “The operation was successful: just the patient died of it.” Similarly, the introduction of the free 
market took place, but in parallel the people who had to face up to it became financially, socially and 
morally paralyzed. 
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72 Among the predicaments the following political-economic and sociological analyses were foregrounded: 
the collapse of Marxist-Leninist regimes and its communist leadership (e.g. Hansen 1997; Jowitt 1992; 
Lane 1996); privatization (e.g. Abrahams 1996; Kovács 1996; Poznanski 1994); market economy (e.g. 
Begg and Pickles 1998; Bruszt and Stark 1991; Stark 1992;); democratization (e.g. Beyme 1996); civil 
society (e.g; Arato 1994; Cohen and Arato 1992); and nationalism (e.g. Bárány 1994; Bollerup and 
Chistensen 1997; Csepeli 1991; Unwin 1998).   

 
73 Simultaneously, in the “Era of Colonial Capitalism,” (Kelly 1999), or rather “era of neo-colonial global 
capitalism” as I phrase it, a post–Cold War discourse can reproduce and reiterate on one hand the unequal 
geo-political division, and on the other the social-cultural boundary between the West and the now ”Other-
ed East.”  The fall of the Berlin Wall and the dismantling of the Iron Curtain did not raise the curtain of 
partition between the two opposed poles. Moreover, the rigid representation and perception of CEE and 
fSU exacerbated an altered appropriation of the East by the West (e.g. Bunzl 2000; Grant 1995; Parman ed. 
1998; Ries 2000; Wolfe 2000b). 
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74 See: Bates 1995; Creed 1991; 1995; 1998; 1999; De Soto and Panzig 1995; De Waal 1996; Dunn 1995, 
2000; Hann 1992, 1995, ed. 1998, n.d.; Kideckel 1993, 1995; Nagengast 1991, 1998; Stark 1989; 1992; 
1996; Swain 1998; Vásáry 1995; Pine 1998; Verdery 1996, ed. 1999; Zbierski-Salameh 1998.  
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75 See: Bates 1995; Creed 1991; 1995; 1998; 1999; De Soto and Panzig 1995; De Waal 1996; Dunn 1995, 
2000; Hann 1992, 1995, ed. 1998, n.d.; Kideckel 1993, 1995; Misztal 1999; Nagengast 1991, 1998; Stark 
1989; 1992; 1996; Swain 1998; Vásáry 1995; Pine 1998; Verdery 1996, ed. 1999; Zbierski-Salameh 1998, 
etc.  
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77 In Hungary, the formal and polite way of addressing an older man is “uncle,” which is not the same as 
maternal uncle or paternal uncle.  
78 The first Prime Minister elected democratically in 1990. 
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79 86.3 percent of the territory of Hungary (8 million hectares) is productive land, 66.6 percent (6.2 million 
hectares) is agricultural land, 50.6 percent (4.7 million hectares) is arable land, so the ratio of both 
agricultural and arable is significantly higher than in most countries in Europe. Calculated at current prices, 
the weight of agriculture within the GDP was 6 percent in 1994, by 1998 the ratio of agricultural GDP 
dropped to 5 percent. (SAPARD Plan: 2001) 
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80 In some areas in the countryside suicide is so general that no family remains unaffected. In recent years a 
number of small and isolated settlements in southern Hungary came to be known as 'suicide villages' as 
their rate is even higher than the average national figures. Until 1996 there were 4,500 recorded suicides a 
year in Hungary, which was the highest per population figure in the world. Not only many people kill 
themselves in Hungary but they also often choose brutal methods: they jump down wells, hang themselves, 
or drink pesticides. Gloom, depression and suicide seem to be part and parcel of Hungarian culture. "You 
can hardly meet with a Hungarian who wouldn't have relatives or friends who really committed suicide—
it's a kind of national disease, it's a kind of sickness," says Péter Muller, a Hungarian playwright who has 
written a play about Gloomy Sunday and has studied the suicide phenomenon. 
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81 A Soviet car model driven in Central and Eastern Europe. 
82 The expression in Hungarian is: Dolgozni látástól vakulásig. 
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83 Protekció in socialist Hungary refers to “having influential friends,” “being well backed,” which worked 
at all levels in the society. As the saying goes, [I]t does not matter how much you know, what matters is 
who you know. As I said it worked at all levels, not only in regards to the Communist Party and the 
Ministries but also in grocery shops, state departments stores, hospitals, schools, etc. For example, if you 
knew the shop assistant you could have access to a kilo of bananas, which was a rare commodity in 
socialism, “from under the counter,” “set aside” by the shop assistant for you. To return this favor was not 
obligatory but could have been called upon in other situations. Or, in case of hospitals, if your grandfather 
was an alcoholic and the family did not want him around then he was put into a state rehab for as long as 
possible, if you knew someone who could arrange that for you in the administration.    
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84 János Kiss was the second mayor of Balástya from 1994 to 1998. In the late 1970s he was the chair of 
Móra Collective. After his term in 1998 he was elected the mayor of Kistelek, which is a larger settlement 
than Balástya, in Csongrád County. 
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85 See: 1993. II. Law in regard to the operation of the Land Review and Land Distribution committees. 
86 According to the 2 par. Law II. 1993. the Land Distribution committee is responsible for the arrangement 
of the share holders’ land base; its members have to be elected by the share holding members and non-
members in accordance with their share proportion holding. Only 1/3 shareholders have to be present in 
order to select the members of the committee. The chair of the land distribution committee is chosen by the 
committee members.  
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87 This golden crown value per hectare is periodically related to real unit of currency, the Hungarian forint. 
For the purpose of the restitution process, the forint equivalent of one golden crown value of land was set at 
1.000 forints, and entitlement to these vouchers was calculated on this basis (Swain, “Golden Crowns, 
lollipops and stamina” 1993). 
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88 Peasants used the same phrase for “giving in” land in 1960s like during the forced food delivery system 
when they had to “give in” a certain amount of food to the state. 
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89 However the instruments of investment were kept artificially low as the state made up for it in industrial 
consumption 
90 Despite the common belief that the communist state confiscated and appropriated individuals’ land, I 
need to emphasize that original property rights were always recorded and registered in the land records 
according to the land’s golden value per cadastral hold (one cadastral hold is half a hectare). 
91 Here I wish to note that the statetized land was never in the possession of the cooperatives. The 
cooperatives legally had use-rights to the land but they never became the property of the cooperatives.   
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92 According to this law's 5 par. (1), the share proportion holder has to submit his written request within 60 
days after the law becomes effective.  The location of land property for distribution is defined by this law 9 
par. (1), such as, if the holder did not request his demand for getting his share proportion land property 
within 60 days as the 5 par (1) states, then the land redistribution committee (its legal descendant) will 
define the basis for his share proportion-land property's security as land share. 
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93 Bloody-mouthed is a phrase used to describe true believers of the communist party. The actual phrase 
was véresszájú kommunista. 
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94 Sanyi is a nickname for Sándor.  
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95 That parcel that Ferenc sold so hastily to the man working in the Land Office was on the track of the 
future highway. 
96 Varga was the chair of Alkotmany Cooperative from 1978 to 1992. 
97 The phrase “Green Baron” or Zöld Báró came to label a group of people in the post-socialist era. Green 
Barons, who in the socialist regime worked as managers or agronomist in cooperative farms, were 
relatively well educated having some sort of college degree specializing in Agriculture. These people had 
not only the knowledge, skill and experience of how to manage a large-scale farm but also had an area of 
expertise such as knowledge of crop breeds, pesticides, irrigation, and technology. These people, like 
Varga, could smoothly transform their cultural and social capital into economic capital in the years of 
transformation in post-socialist Hungary.  
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98 A Hungarian town in the County of Bács-Kiskun. 
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99 Krishna devotees first appeared in Hungary at the end of the 1970s, but only in the second wave of the 
mission, in the mid 1980s, did a viable community develop. Since 1989 the Community of the Hungarian 
Krishna conscious devotees (from now on HSKCON or Hare Krishnas) is a registered religion in Hungary. 
By 1993, half of the Hungarian population had heard of them. 
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100 When I went back to visit in 2008, the camp was in disarray and the tourist site was pretty much part of 
the past.  
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101 In Hungarian, the word “land” is föld, which encapsulates words such as land, earth, and dirt. 
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102 According to the Ministry of Land and Regional Development regarding the settlement of Balástya, the 
following could be stated in 2002: In the case of the Alkotmány Coop there were 579 hectares of 
undistributed land. In the case of the Móra Coop there were 347 hectares of undistributed land, and in the 
case of Rákóczi Coop there were 433 hectares of undistributed land recorded in the land registry. 
103 A village ecnonomist, falugazdász was employed to manage land registration and land-base assistance. 
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104 This is a county-based assessment. The data refers to Csongrád County including the region of Balástya.  
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105 Here, I refer to Verdery’s description of property relations in Transylvania during decollecitvization, 
which she labels as “fuzzy property.”  I maintain that the shift/ing from a hybrid mode of production to an 
altered, but still hybrid mode of production today is as murky as property rights in the case of Hungary.  
See also Verdery’s discussion “Fuzzy Property: Rights, Power, and Identity in Transylvania’s 
Decollectivization” (1999) in Uncertain Transitions:  Ethnographies of Change in the Postsocialist World, 
53-83. 
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106 It was “wild capitalism, where the laws of wild wolves rule.” In Hungarian, “ez vad kapitalizmus, ahol a 
piac farkas törvényei uralkodnak.” The Hungarian sentence refers to the rules of the market, which is 
uncontrollable and untamable.  
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107 The EU’s PHARE program was designed for the development of the region’s infrastructure in the 
context of EU integration. ISPA was designed for environmental programs, while SAPARD was for the 
regional distribution of agricultural monies. One of the regions in the South Plains where I did my research 
had three counties belonging to one region; these are Csongrád, Bács-Kiskun, and Békés. 
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108 In accordance with Council Regulation (EC) No 1268/1999 of 21 June 1999 and Commission 
Regulation (EC) No 2759/1999 of 22 December 1999 laying down detailed rules for its 
application – and other legislation referred to in these – the Ministry of Agriculture and Regional 
Development of Hungary has prepared and submits the SAPARD Plan of Hungary (SAPARD 
Plan 2000: 1). 
 
109 The proportion of fundamentally rural areas in Hungary (61.5%) is substantially above the Union's 
figure (47%) and their share from the total population is 3.5 times higher than the ratio of the EU member 
states. The proportion of the population living in fundamentally and typically rural areas is altogether 34% 
higher in Hungary than the Union's average, which is due to the typical Hungarian settlement structure. 
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110 In 2002, the amount of investment aid was 50 million Hungarian forints (source: Gazdaprogram: az 
agrárium jöv� je, FVM Sapard Hivatal, 2002). 
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111 Source: Gazdaprogram: az agrárium jöv� je. 2002. Ministry of Land and Regional Development, 
Ministry of Finance and the Hungarian Investment Bank 
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112 1) In case of investment the family economy received + 10 % of the nominal. It was broken down to the 
following: 1a) for purchasing machinery, 25% + 10%, 1b) for investing in a new building, 25% + 10%, and 
1c) settling a new plantation, 50% + 10%.  2) Supplementary assistance was granted if 2a) 1–10 hectares 
for fruits and grapes, + 8.000 forints; 2b) 10.01–300 hectares for protein plants, + 12.000 forints; and 2c) 
10.01–300 hectares for grains and sunflower seeds, + 8.000 forints. In addition, the state offered 3) a 
favorable credit construction for operating and maintain a family economy such as: 3a) to purchase land, 
100%; 3b) to buy a depot or renovate one, or establish one, 50%; 3c) to settle a plantation, 50%; 3d) to buy 
a new machine, 50%; and 3e) for rotating funds, 75% (source: Gazdaprogram: az agrárium jöv� je. 2002. 
Ministry of Land and Regional Development, Ministry of Finance and the Hungarian Investment Bank). 
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113 The purchase of vinyl for the hoop-house belonged to the category of investment, only if the hoop-
house was a permanent (cemented) and not mobile one. However, only rural entrepreneurs and family 
farmers could apply for these investment grants not primary producers. 
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114 Viktor Orbán, the prime minister of Hungary between 1998 and 2002.  
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115 When I visited Balástya in the summer of 2003, the membership had already decreased and the co-op 
was facing major challenges with its sales.  Not only did it have difficulties selling products, but also 
members did not trust the president, and small interest fractions emerged within the membership. The 
president also criticized the membership for holding on to old ways of doing business at the market. 
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116 Hungaricum is a phrase used in CAP regional planning documents that specifies what is typical or 
authentically Hungarian that could be marketable in the EU market. The Hungarian Grey Cattle is one of 
these hungaricum-s, as the gray cattle was brought into the Carpathian Basin by the Hungarian founding 
tribal leaders in AD 895.  
117 EU conform is another phrase that slipped into the Hungarian vocabulary in the pre-accession period, 
meaning that something is up to EU standards. 
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118 SZTK is an acronym that stands for Szakszervezetek Társadalombiztsítási Központja. Or Trade Union’s 
Social Insurance Center. In socialist Hungary, public clinics were called SZTK and the famous eyewear of 
the socialist era was called SZTK FRAME. From young to old, everyone had the same shape and color 
frame for his/her glasses (black, thick-rimmed frames). 
119 TESCO is a UK-based international grocery and general merchandising retail chain in Szeged where 
people shop instead of going to small grocery stores. 
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120 On the eve of the Hungarian Referendum on joining the European Union, held 12 April 2003, a poster 
saying “it is OK to say No” was banned and its authors were arrested. The poster shows three arms 
extended for shaking hands; the top bearing the swastika, the middle a red star, and the third the EU logo 
(Zsuzsa Gille, public lecture given at the University of Minnesota, 2004). In this referendum the question 
regarding EU membership, nearly 85 percent voted in favor of membership, with a little over 15 percent 
against. However, with an overall voter turnout of only 45 percent, the referendum cannot be considered a 
total success.  Some studies point to the fact that the vote for EU membership was similar to the one held 
for NATO membership. In fact, the statistics for the latter were a bit better. Then, 40 percent of all eligible 
voters had pushed Hungary into joining the military alliance, whereas only 38 percent confirmed Hungary's 
membership to the EU.  Most would agree that the referendum was a historic vote, and that a new age has 
begun for Hungary, as well as other countries of Central and Eastern Europe, but the question is, at whose 
expense? 
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121 See: Fukuyama’s The End of History and the Last Man (1992). 
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