
 
Congress Minutes 

November 23rd, 2015 

LSBE 135 

1. Call to Order; 6:02pm 

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of the Minutes (Nov. 16th) 

4. Approval of the Agenda 

5. Introduction of guests  

6. Dr. Erwin 

a. Dr. Erwin will be hosting VC in the DC during the first week of December 

7. Old Business 

8. New Business 

i.      Open Positions 

a. Representative at Large (1) 

i. Cody Brumbaugh nominates Ricole Karels for the open position, Lindsey Girtz 

seconds 

ii. Luke Letchenburg nominates Elizabeth Prokop for the open position, Mack 

Liebl seconds  

1. Elizabeth wins 11-13-1-3 (Ricole - Liz - Neither - Abstain) 

9. Governance Committee Updates 

a. Athletics 

i. No report  

b. Teaching  and Learning 

i. Had guests at TLC to discuss UMD’s goals and goal perspectives.  

ii. Discussed revising SNL grading policy  

c. Student Educational Experiences 

i. No report  

d. Strategic Planning and Budget  

i. Meeting on the 1st of Dec as a whole group 

e. Campus Climate Leadership 

f. Facilities 

i. No report  

g. Liberal Education 



i. Meeting Dec 9th  

h. University Coordinating Council 

i. Approved the 3 policies from TLC  

ii. Looking for a way to get a student on the SEM (strategic enrollment 

management) Council without having to change the Bylaws  

iii. Looking for a way to get more faculty to partner with SA on Lobby Days.  

iv. Next week, Chris Johnson the Chair of Strategic Planning and Budget 

committee will be joining us for discussion about the budget  

10. Cabinet Reports 

i. Vice President of Student Life – Cody Brumbaugh 

1. We looked into getting Health Services to have online appointment 

scheduling, however the Clinic Manager replied and explained how 

that will not be feasible 

ii. Vice President of Academic Affairs – Nick Dalton 

1. Absent 

iii. Vice President of Administration and Finance – Isabel Miera 

1. Stipends will be here December 11th  

2. If you’re interested in Isabel’s position next year, let her know so you 

can sit on the SSF committee  

iv. Vice President of External Affairs – Rose Lindquist 

1. Life After the Dorms will be December 8th at 7pm in the Garden 

Room  

v. Rep. to the Board of Regents – Samantha Jensen 

1. The selection process for the new Director of UMDPD has started. 

vi. Freshman President – Mike Kenyanya 

1. No report  

vii. President – Nathan Ernst 

1. Met with Sean Huls and discussed campus safety 

a. Having locks on the inside of doors - since UMD would have to 

change all the locks on all the doors, we probably wouldn’t 

have enough funding for this. It also conflicts with the fire 

code.  

b. There is a “clamp” barracuda option that could be a possibility 

to help with locking the doors from the inside  

c. Only having one officer staffed during the day/how prepared 

are the DPD to respond to an incidence on UMD’s campus - 



Sean is trying to get a grant for funding to have officers train 

on UMD’s campus  

d. Hoping to push having each classroom's action plan in the case 

of an active shooter put on all professor’s syllabi.  

2. Need 2 more people for the Board of Publications (oversees the 

Statesman). Only meets a couple times per semester.  

3. Reminder - ​Congress will be at Glensheen on December 7th at 6pm 

4. If you’re interested in pursuing Rosie’s position - get the​ interest form 

in by December 4th​ and talk to Nathan/Rosie ASAP 

11. Director and Professional Student Personnel Reports 

i. Bulldog Taxi – Jeffrey McVay 

1. Contacted today by a Marketing Research student who is going to 

interview Jeff about the program.  

ii. Better Neighbors – Brittany Sorg 

1. No report  

iii. MARC – Katie Filkins 

1. Thank you to those who were able to table this week. Received 4 

applications!  

iv. Rules and Elections – Lydia Mwambi 

1. No report  

v. Senate Director – Mack Liebl 

1. Student senate council will be meeting next week 

vi. Legislative Certificate Program – Mati Hanson 

1. Currently have 4 members of LCP, still looking for a couple more  

vii. Chief of Staff – Erin Gustafson 

1. No office hours required this week due to the short week 

2. Tabling does count as an office hour, however you need to sign-in on 

the office hour sign in sheet!  

viii. Systems Administrator – Rowan Bakke 

1. No report  

ix. Public Relations – Elise Viger 

1. Update on the positivity campaign 

a. Received many notifications about new followers today on the 

Instagram account 

b. Waiting on revisions from the Graphic Designer about the SA 

social media logo 



c. Going to do a randomized selection on Instagram for the 

“follower” contest to win a Chilly Billy gift card 

d. Tuesday will be tabling (11am-2pm) in the Bus Hub with the 

International Club  

i. We could use as much help tabling as we can get!  

12. Advisor’s Minute 

a. Student Service Fee process - working on getting the SSF committee together 

(faculty/staff/students), whom will go through training. The process treats every 

organization equally to avoid bias.  

i. The presentations/proposals will be in February  

ii. The SSF committee will give their recommendations to Dr. Erwin, then to the 

Chancellor, and eventually this will go to the Regents.  

1. Student Service Fee website ​http://www.d.umn.edu/student-life/ssf/ 

b. The SSF committee gives recommendations on whether or not to lower or increase 

the student service fee.  

13. Chair’s Corner 

14. Open Announcements 

a. If you’re in the office, please be sure to prop the door open (but close it if you’re 

leaving) 

b. No need to have your laptops out during congress  

15. Balla Award 

a. Zane gives the Balla to Mark for always running a great congress.  

16. Adjourn; 6:50pm 
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