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DULUTH -- Dr. John L. Gergen, associate professor of physics,
has received a $9,000 National Science Foundation grant to augment
earlier funds for his advanced study on the infrared radiation emis-
sion of the earth,

The additional funds come at an opportune time, enabling
Gergen and his student assistants to carry on the project during the
most ideal time of the year,

The study was begun in 1962 under an original two-year NST
grant of $30,400 which expired July 1. Gergen already has submitted
a second two-year prcposal to the NSF for continuing the study.

Gergen said that progress since 1962 has been much greater
than anticipated. His teams have made 40 balloon flights to date in
measuring the earth's heat loss.

Each ballocn sent aloft trails an instrument package which
measures the escaping infrared radiation and transmits the information
back to a ground station.

Gergen's study is being made under the theory that infrared
radiation--the mechenism by which the earth rids itself of the energy
received from the sun--probably has a lot to do with controlling the
weather,

Four students from Duluth--James Bradley, Edward Dandanell,

Lawrence Pirola and Repert Parker--are assisting Gergen this summer.
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