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JOYCE A MEMBER OF GOPHERS VOLLEYBALL TEAM --

(Minneapolis, Minn.) -- Former Johnson High School volleyball star Vicki
Joyce completed her freshman season as a member of the University of
Minnesota volleyball team this past fall. The Gophers finished the season
fifth in the Big Ten with an 11-8 record and were 14-16 overall. Joyce, a
reserve outside hitter for the Gophers, saw action in three matches.

Although her playing time was limited, Joyce said that being able to
play Division I volleyball made the effort and work she put forth in practice
worthwhile.

"I felt lucky because a lot of players don't get the chance to be in that
position,” Joyce said.

Being on a team located close to home meant Joyce always had plenty
of fans in the stands and the fact that she played for the Gophers made her a
source of pride for her family and friends alike.

"They were excited for me," Joyce said. They thought it was neat that
someone from Johnson came here."

Joyce was contacted by the Gopher coaches after she helped lead
Johnson High School to a fourth-place finish at the 1990 Class AA volleyball
tournament. She graduated from Johnson in 1991, where she earned all-
conference honors for three consecutive years. As a senior, she was named
all-state. An all-around athlete, she was a three-time all-conference
selection in softball and two-time all-conference pick in basketball.

Like many outstanding high school athletes, Joyce had to adjust from
being one of the top players in high school to being a role player in college.

--more
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"I think I expected it so I just had to keep my confidence up," she
explained.

The move to a higher level of play was not overwhelming for Joyce,
she said, as she had played club volleyball for three years in high school,
giving her a chance to develop her skills against many other future college
players.

And like many other college freshmen, Joyce has not yet planned a
college major, although a modern literature class she took at the University
while a senior in high school has helped her develop an interest in English.

Joyce is not sure what next season will bring. For now, she is savoring
the opportunity she had to play Division I volleyball for her hometown team.
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(JACKSON EARNS HONORABLE MENTION ALL-BIG TEN HONORS) --

(Minneapolis, Minn.) -- Former Comstock High School volleyball player Sue
Jackson was named an honorable mention all-Big Ten selection this month,
capping an outstanding season for the University of Minnesota sophomore.

Jackson, a 5-9 setter from Kalamazoo, finished the season fourth in
the conference in assists with an 11.72 per game average and was named
the Big Ten's player of the week on Oct. 21.

Jackson hit .298 overall and had 168 digs, 37 blocks and 36 service
aces on the season. She had a career-high 66 assists against Penn State on
Oct. 15 and recorded 50 or more assists in five matches.

For the Gophers, the 1991 season ended one week too soon.
Minnesota looked to be a candidate for a postseason tournament until it lost
three of its final four matches to finish with a 14-16 overall record.

Despite the abrupt ending, however, the Gophers can dwell on several
positives as they look to 1992. Minnesota won nine more conference
matches this season than it did in 1990, the Big Ten's biggest turnaround.
The Gophers finished 11-8 and in fifth place after going 2-16 and tying for
ninth in 1990.

Another positive was the resurgence of the team's offense. The team
hitting percentage improved to .193, up from .160 in 1990, which was a 10-
year low. The Gophers also improved their team averages in kills (from
12.30 to 13.03) and assists (from 10.76 to 11.53) per game. Possibly the
most encouraging note is the fact that four of the team's top five hitters and
Jackson will return next year.

more--
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Next season's veterans will return having had experience playing
against the nation's best teams, including three of the four teams that played
at the 1991 NCAA championship. Ten of the Gophers' 20 1991 opponents
qualified for the NCAA tournament, with seven of those advancing to at least
the round of 16.

Minnesota began the season by finishing second at the Oklahoma Open
tournament, where it beat host Oklahoma and Southwest Missouri State and
lost to LSU. The Gophers then lost six in a row, with the losing streak
including setbacks to perennial national powers Hawaii, UCLA and Pacific.

The Gophers got back on the winning track at home by downing
Southwest Missouri State in the third-place game of the Minnesota Classic.
Next was the Big Ten season. During the first half of the 20-match
conference schedule, Minnesota established itself as a contender, posting a
7-3 record. The Gophers' only losses were to eventual NCAA tourney
participants Wisconsin, Illinois and Ohio State along with non-conference
rival Northern Iowa.

The second half of the round-robin conference slate was tougher for
Minnesota. The Gophers were 4-5, losing to the same trio of Big Ten
opponents that downed Minnesota in the season's first half as well as Penn
State and Michigan. The final home match of the season had to be cancelled
as Indiana could not make it to the Twin Cities because of bad weather
conditions.

Jackson was a two-time all-state pick and four-time all-conference
pick while attending Comstock High School. She led her team to three
Michigan state high school championships. She is interested in psychology
and is the daughter of Albert and Wilma Jackson.
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(CONKLIN FINISHES MINNESOTA CAREER) --

(Minneapolis, Minn.) -- Senior Angie Conklin finished her Minnesota career
in 1991 on the all-time Minnesota assist list and contributed to the Gophers
in a defensive specialist role.

Conklin played in 20 of 30 matches in 1991, serving as the backup
setter and a defensive specialist. She was second on the team with 79
assists and finished her career with 240 assists, good for sixth on the all-
time list. Conklin's biggest assist night was Aug. 31 against Southwest
Missouri State in the Oklahoma Open. She came in for an injured Sue
Jackson in the fourth game and had 20 assists in the final two games to lead
Minnesota to the five-game victory.

For Conklin and the Gophers, the 1991 season ended one week
too soon. Minnesota looked to be a candidate for a postseason
tournament until it lost three of its final four matches to finish with a
14-16 overall record.

Despite the abrupt ending, however, the Gophers can dwell on
several positives as they look to 1992. Minnesota won nine more
conference matches this season than it did in 1990, the Big Ten's
biggest turnaround. The Gophers finished 11-8 and in fifth place after
going 2-16 and tying for ninth in 1990.

Another positive was the resurgence of the team's offense. The
team hitting percentage improved to .193, up from .160 in 1990,
which was a 10-year low. The Gophers also improved their team
averages in kills (from 12.30 to 13.03) and assists (from 10.76 to
11.53) per game. Possibly the most encouraging note is the fact that
four of the team's top five hitters and its starting setter will return
next year.

more--
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Next season's veterans will return having had experience playing
against the nation's best teams, including three of the four teams that
played at the 1991 NCAA championship. Ten of the Gophers' 20 1991
opponents qualified for the NCAA tournament, with seven of those
advancing to at least the round of 16.

Minnesota began the season by finishing second at the Oklahoma
Open tournament, where it beat host Oklahoma and Southwest
Missouri State and lost to LSU. The Gophers then lost six in a row,
with the losing streak including setbacks to perennial national powers
Hawaii, UCLA and Pacific.

The Gophers got back on the winning track at home by downing
Southwest Missouri State in the third-place game of the Minnesota
Classic. Next was the Big Ten season. During the first half of the 20-
match conference schedule, Minnesota established itself as a
- contender, posting a 7-3 record. The Gophers' only losses were to
eventual NCAA tourney participants Wisconsin, Illinois and Ohio State
along with non-conference rival Northern Iowa.

The second half of the round-robin conference slate was tougher
for Minnesota. The Gophers were 4-5, losing to the same trio of Big
Ten opponents that downed Minnesota in the season's first half as well
as Penn State and Michigan. The final home match of the season had
to be cancelled as Indiana could not make it to the Twin Cities because
of bad weather conditions.

Conklin is enrolled in the College of Liberal Arts at Minnesota and is a
speech major. Conklin was a 1988 graduate of Harding High School after

earning all-metro and all-state honors in volleyball as a senior. She is the
daughter of Ron and Pat Conklin of St. Paul, Minn.
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LUSHINE FINISHES CAREER WITH FLOURISH) --

(Minneapolis, Minn.) -- Senior middle hitter Karen Lushine finished her
Minnesota volleyball career in a blaze of glory in 1991. In addition to being
Minnesota's top hitter in 1991, the Roseville native won many awards at the
conference and regional level, both academic and athletic in nature.

Lushine was the focal point of the Minnesota offense for the majority of
the 1991 season. She led Minnesota in kills in 18 of the 30 Gopher
matches and had 23 matches of at least 10 kills during the season. Her
career high in kills changed twice during the 1991 season. In a match at
Northwestern on Oct. 5, Lushine had a career-high 20 kills in a Minnesota
four-game victory. She matched that total in a five-game victory at Purdue
November 8th. Both of those marks were surpassed Nov. 15 at Penn State,
when Lushine hit 27 kills in a five-game match against the Lady Lions.

For the season, Lushine was the top Gopher in kills (347), total attacks
(758), block solos (15), block assists (116) and total blocks (131). Her
block assists placed her third on the Minnesota single-season list and her
total blocks placed her eighth on that single-season list. She was also
second on the club with a .288 hitting percentage. For her career, Lushine
ranks fourth on the Minnesota all-time ledger with 307 block assists and
fiftth with 359 total blocks.

Lushine earned many awards during the 1991 season. In September,
she was named to the all-tournament team at the Minnesota Classic.

Lushine was named the Big Ten Player of the Week Nov. 11, the second time
in her career that she had won the honor. She was named to the all-Big Ten
second team and the AVCA all-region team. Lushine was also named

academic all-Big Ten and to the CoSIDA academic all-region team,
more--
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The honors were many, but for Lushine and the Gophers, the
1991 season ended one week too soon. Minnesota looked to be a
candidate for a postseason tournament until it lost three of its final
four matches to finish with a 14-16 overall record.

Despite the abrupt ending, however, the Gophers can dwell on
several positives as they look to 1992. Minnesota won nine more
conference matches this season than it did in 1990, the Big Ten's
biggest turnaround. The Gophers finished 11-8 and in fifth place after
going 2-16 and tying for ninth in 1990.

Another positive was the resurgence of the team's offense. The
team hitting percentage improved to .193, up from .160 in 1990,
which was a 10-year low. The Gophers also improved their team
averages in kills (from 12.30 to 13.03) and assists (from 10.76 to
11.53) per game. Possibly the most encouraging note is the fact that
four of the team's top five hitters and its starting setter will return
next year.

Next season's veterans will return having had experience playing
against the nation's best teams, including three of the four teams that
played at the 1991 NCAA championship. Ten of the Gophers' 20 1991
opponents qualified for the NCAA tournament, with seven of those
advancing to at least the round of 186.

Minnesota began the season by finishing second at the Oklahoma
Open tournament, where it beat host Oklahoma and Southwest
Missouri State and lost to LSU. The Gophers then lost six in a row,
with the losing streak including setbacks to perennial national powers
Hawaii, UCLA and Pacific.

The Gophers got back on the winning track at home by downing
Southwest Missouri State in the third-place game of the Minnesota
Classic. Next was the Big Ten season. During the first half of the 20-
match conference schedule, Minnesota established itself as a
contender, posting a 7-3 record.

more--
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The Gophers' only losses were to eventual NCAA tourney
participants Wisconsin, Illinois and Ohio State along with non-
conference rival Northern lowa.

The second half of the round-robin conference slate was tougher
for Minnesota. The Gophers were 4-5, losing to the same trio of Big
Ten opponents that downed Minnesota in the season's first half as well
as Penn State and Michigan. The final home match of the season had
to be cancelled as Indiana could not make it to the Twin Cities because
of bad weather conditions.

Lushine is a chemistry and German major who will be traveling to
Europe this spring to finish her degree. She was an early admission to the
University of Minnesota medical school and can start in the fall of 1992.
Lushine was a 1987 graduate of Roseville High School where she was the
Roseville High School Athlete of the Year in 1987 after earning all-state
honors in volleyball and basketball. She is the daughter of Michael and
Theresa Lushine of Roseville, Minn.
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(special to the Prior Lake American) December 20, 1991
(DAHL FINDS PLACE WITH MINNESOTA VOLLEYBALL) --

(Minneapolis, Minn.) -- Freshman outside hitter Gretchen Dahl sat out the
1990 volleyball season so that she might obtain more playing time during
the 1991 season. It paid off as the Prior Lake native started her career with
a flurry and ended the 1991 season as an important part of the Gopher
success.

Dahl began the season by leading the Gophers in kills for the first
three matches. That included a 17-kill performance in a five-game win over
Southwest Missouri State, which was her high for the season in that
category. Dahl had four matches of double-figure kills during the 1991
season. Her top performance in a Big Ten match was when she hit 16 kills
and had a .448 percentage in a home match against Wisconsin on Nov. 2.
Dahl was one of two Gophers to have a 20-dig match in 1991, recording 20
digs in Minnesota's four-game victory over Penn State on Oct. 19.

Dahl averaged 1.87 kills per game and 2.06 digs per game in her
freshman season. Dahl was second on the Minnesota team in dig average
and third with 185 overall digs. Those rankings held true for Big Ten play
as well, with Dahl digging 113 attacks in 49 games for a 2.31 digs per game
average.

For Dahl and the Gophers, the 1991 season ended one week too soon.
Minnesota looked to be a candidate for a postseason tournament until it lost
three of its final four matches to finish with a 14-16 overall record.

Despite the abrupt ending, the Gophers can dwell on several positives
as they look to 1992. Minnesota won nine more conference matches this
season than it did in 1990, the Big Ten's biggest turnaround. The Gophers

finished 11-8 and in fifth place after going 2-16 and tying for ninth in 1990.
more--
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Another positive was the resurgence of the team's offense. The team
hitting percentage improved to .193, up from .160 in 1990, which was a 10-
year low. The Gophers also improved their team averages in kills (from
12.30 to 13.03) and assists (from 10.76 to 11.53) per game. Possibly the
most encouraging note is the fact that four of the team's top five hitters,
including Dahl, and its starting setter will return next year.

Next season's veterans will return having had experience playing
against the nation's best teams, including three of the four teams that played
at the 1991 NCAA championship. Ten of the Gophers' 20 1991 opponents
qualified for the NCAA tournament, with seven of those advancing to at least
the round of 16.

Minnesota began the season by finishing second at the Oklahoma Open
tournament, where it beat host Oklahoma and Southwest Missouri State and
lost to LSU. The Gophers then lost six in a row, with the losing streak
including setbacks to perennial national powers Hawaii, UCLA and Pacific.

The Gophers got back on the winning track at home by downing
Southwest Missouri State in the third-place game of the Minnesota Classic.
Next was the Big Ten season. During the first half of the 20-match
conference schedule, Minnesota established itself as a contender, posting a
7-3 record. The Gophers' only losses were to eventual NCAA tourney
participants Wisconsin, Illinois and Ohio State along with non-conference
rival Northern lowa.

The second half of the round-robin conference slate was tougher for
Minnesota. The Gophers were 4-5, losing to the same trio of Big Ten
opponents that downed Minnesota in the season's first half as well as Penn
State and Michigan. The final home match of the season had to be cancelled
as Indiana could not make it to the Twin Cities because of bad weather
conditions.

Dahl is enrolled in the College of Liberal Arts at Minnesota and has an
interest in mathematics. A 1989 graduate of Holy Angels High School, she
earned all-region and all-state honors in volleyball as a senior. She is the
daughter of Robert and Genevieve Dahl of Prior Lake, Minn.
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NEVELLE EARNS STARTING ROLE WITH GOPHERS) --

(Minneapolis, Minn.) -- When Richland native Krista Nevelle left the
University of Minnesota volleyball team during the 1989 season, she was
unsure if her future included volleyball. But after spending six months at
home, she decided to return to the Gophers and after reshirting last season,
the decision proved to be benificial to both Nevelle and Minnesota.

The 6-0 junior outside hitter solidified the 1991 Gophers' offense
from her right-side outside hitter spot, finishing second on the team with
286 kills and her 2.60 overall kills per game average. She was also second
on the team in blocking with 102 total blocks and a 0.93/game average.

Nevelle was among the Big Ten leaders in several statistical categories.
She was fourth in service aces per game (0.41), eighth in kills per game
(3.17) and 14th in hitting percentage (.269). She was named the Big Ten
player of the week on Sept. 30 after hitting a composite .422 in wins over
Michigan and Michigan State. She also had 18 digs, eight blocks and three
service aces in the two wins.

Nevelle played in all 30 Minnesota matches and in 110 of 111 games,
most on the team. Unfortunately, the 1991 season ended one week too soon
for Nevelle and the Gophers. Minnesota looked to be a candidate for a
postseason tournament until it lost three of its final four matches to finish
with a 14-16 overall record.

Despite the abrupt ending, however, the Gophers can dwell on several
positives as they look to 1992. Minnesota won nine more conference
matches this season than it did in 1990, the Big Ten's biggest turnaround.
The Gophers finished 11-8 and in fifth place after going 2-16 and tying for

ninth in 1990.
more--
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Another positive was the resurgence of the team's offense. The team
hitting percentage improved to .193, up from .160 in 1990, which was a 10-
year low. The Gophers also improved their team averages in kills (from
12.30 to 13.03) and assists (from 10.76 to 11.53) per game. Possibly the
most encouraging note is the fact that four of the team's top five hitters,
including Nevelle, and its starting setter will return next year.

Next season's veterans will return having had experience playing
against the nation's best teams, including three of the four teams that played
at the 1991 NCAA championship. Ten of the Gophers' 20 1991 opponents
qualified for the NCAA tournament, with seven of those advancing to at least
the round of 16.

Minnesota began the season by finishing second at the Oklahoma Open
tournament, where it beat host Oklahoma and Southwest Missouri State and
lost to LSU. The Gophers then lost six in a row, with the losing streak
including setbacks to perennial national powers Hawaii, UCLA and Pacific.

The Gophers got back on the winning track at home by downing
Southwest Missouri State in the third-place game of the Minnesota Classic.
Next was the Big Ten season. During the first half of the 20-match
conference schedule, Minnesota established itself as a contender, posting a
7-3 record. The Gophers' only losses were to eventual NCAA tourney
participants Wisconsin, Illinois and Ohio State along with non-conference
rival Northern Iowa.

The second half of the round-robin conference slate was tougher for
Minnesota. The Gophers were 4-5, losing to the same trio of Big Ten
opponents that downed Minnesota in the season's first half as well as Penn
State and Michigan. The final home match of the season had to be cancelled
as Indiana could not make it to the Twin Cities because of bad weather
conditions.

more--
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Nevelle is a 1988 graduate of Gull Lake High School, where she
lettered in volleyball her last three years. She was an honorable mention all-
state selection as a senior. She was a four-year member of the Kalamazoo
Juniors Elite Club team.

At the University of Minnesota, Nevelle is enrolled in the College of
Liberal Arts and is majoring in speech-communications. She is the daugher
of Glenn and Nancy Nevelle.
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(LINDBERG RETURNS FROM INJURY) --

(Minneapolis, Minn.) -- After missing the majority of the 1990 volleyball
season with an injury to her left shoulder, University of Minnesota
sophomore Becky Lindberg reclaimed her starting left side hitter spot for
the Gophers this season.

The Forest Lake native led the team in digs with 258 and averaged
2.88 digs per game in the Big Ten, which was eighth-best in the conference.
With 695 digs in her career, Lindberg ranks seventh on the all-time
Minnesota career list after having played just two full seasons.

She was named the Gophers' freshman of the year following the 1989
season, when she notched 389 digs and 341 kills. Lindberg was voted a
team cocaptain prior to her second season, which for her ended after just
five matches because of her injury.

After rehabilitating the shoulder all of last season, Lindberg returned
to play in 28 of Minnesota's 30 matches this season. She had a career-high
24 digs against Purdue on Nov. 8 and on five occasions reached double
figures in kills.

Unfortunately for Lindberg and the Gophers, the 1991 season ended
one week too soon. Minnesota looked to be a candidate for a postseason
tournament until it lost three of its final four matches to finish with a 14-16
overall record.

Despite the abrupt ending, the Gophers can dwell on several positives
as they look to 1992. Minnesota won nine more conference matches this
season than it did in 1990, the Big Ten's biggest turnaround. The Gophers

finished 11-8 and in fifth place after going 2-16 and tying for ninth in 1990.
more--
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Another positive was the resurgence of the team's offense. The team
hitting percentage improved to .193, up from .160 in 1990, which was a 10-
year low. The Gophers also improved their team averages in kills (from
12.30 to 13.03) and assists (from 10.76 to 11.53) per game. Possibly the
most encouraging note is the fact that four of the team's top five hitters,
including Lindberg, and its starting setter will return next year.

Next season's veterans will return having had experience playing
against the nation's best teams, including three of the four teams that played
at the 1991 NCAA championship. Ten of the Gophers' 20 1991 opponents
qualified for the NCAA tournament, with seven of those advancing to at least
the round of 16.

Minnesota began the season by finishing second at the Oklahoma Open
tournament, where it beat host Oklahoma and Southwest Missouri State and
lost to LSU. The Gophers then lost six in a row, with the losing streak
including setbacks to perennial national powers Hawaii, UCLA and Pacific.

The Gophers got back on the winning track at home by downing
Southwest Missouri State in the third-place game of the Minnesota Classic.
Next was the Big Ten season. During the first half of the 20-match
conference schedule, Minnesota established itself as a contender, posting a
7-3 record. The Gophers' only losses were to eventual NCAA tourney
participants Wisconsin, Illinois and Ohio State along with non-conference
rival Northern Iowa.

The second half of the round-robin conference slate was tougher for
Minnesota. The Gophers were 4-5, losing to the same trio of Big Ten
opponents that downed Minnesota in the season's first half as well as Penn
State and Michigan. The final home match of the season had to be cancelled
as Indiana could not make it to the Twin Cities because of bad weather
conditions.

Lindberg came to Minnesota after an outstanding prep career at Forest
Lake High School, where she was an all-state volleyball player as a junior and
senior. She was a four-year starter on her high school basketball team and
three-year starter on the softball team. Lindberg, the daughter of James and
Kristen Lindberg, is enrolled in the University's College of Liberal Arts.
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(special to the Fargo Forum) December 20, 1991
by Dan Benson

(CORNELIUSSEN A MEMBER OF GOPHERS VOLLEYBALL TEAM) --

(Minneapolis, Minn.) -- When Moorhead native Sara Corneliussen was
playing club volleyball as a college freshman in 1989-90, she did not find the
competition intense enough for her liking. The 1989 Moorhead High
School graduate had played on a state championship team as a junior in high
school and longed for some tougher competition.

So last spring, at the urging of some family members and friends, she
walked into the offices of the University of Minnesota volleyball coaches and
asked for a tryout. She worked out with the team during spring practice
sessions and did well enough to earn an invitation back for fall practice.

"It was self-motivation," Corneliussen said. "I just wanted to try it."

When the season began, she was a member of the Gophers squad.
Minnesota finished the season 14-16 overall and in fifth place in the Big
Ten, with a 11-8 record. Corneliussen saw action in just two matches, but
in one of those matches, however, a three-game sweep over lowa on Nov.
13, she served out the last six Minnesota points in a 15-4 final game
Gophers victory. She said being on the team made the hard work worth her
efforts.

"It's a great feeling just knowing you're on the team,” Corneliussen
explained. "I've made some real good friends that I'll have for the rest of my
life."

While she said she was happy to have had the chance to play Division I
volleyball, Corneliussen was quick to point out that being a walk-on to the
team was not easy. In addition to taking classes and practicing like the rest
of the team members, Corneliussen also had to work a part-time job in the

evenings.
more--
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"Being a student-athlete is a big commitment," Corneliussen said.
"People don't always realize what it takes."

Her parents and friends were her biggest supporters.

"My parents were just ecstatic that I was on the team," Corneliussen
said.

As for next year, Corneliussen does not know whether or not she will
go out for the team again. Either way, by playing this season, she satisfied
her urge for a more intense level of play.

In addition to playing volleyball in high school, Corneliussen also
played basketball and was on the track team. She was sixth in the high jump
at the state AA meet at her junior season.

A biology major, Corneliussen enjoys working with animals and would
like to eventually get into the University's veterinary school. She is the
daughter of Henry and Gini Corneliussen.
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