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Editor’s Note: with this edition we return to a bi-weekly publication schedule for the academic year. 
 
 
From the Chancellor  
 
This week I am attending a seminar for newly appointed university presidents and chancellors.  Many of the 
preparatory readings have focused on strategic planning and understanding leadership styles.  Reading these 
background pieces has caused me to reflect on my own leadership journey. 
 
I remember sitting in 4-H meetings as a 10- and 11-year-old and being encouraged to “speak up.” Leadership 
at that time in my life was making my voice be heard. Unfortunately, too many people think that expressing an 
opinion and developing followers is leadership. True leadership, in my opinion, is best expressed by a saying 
from Winston Churchill: “Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage is also what it takes to sit 
down and listen.” 
 
To be effective leaders we need to not only listen, but listen to understand what others are saying. We need 
to be open to hearing and trying to reach alignment in our organization. 
 
Many issues will continue to challenge and affect our university as well as higher education in general. But by 
listening to each other and working together we can make our great university even better. The essence of 
leadership is each one of us leading in our own space, hearing from others, and collectively reaching the best 
decision. Will we make mistakes? Of course. But we can’t be afraid to try things, evaluate them, and improve 
upon them. As we prepare for the start of a new academic year, let’s keep in mind that leadership isn’t a 
destination—it is a journey we are all on together. 
 
Mary Holz-Clause 
Chancellor 
University of Minnesota Crookston 
 
 
Featured Events & Activities 
 
Youth Horseback Riding Day Camp, Wednesday, August 2 – 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., University Teaching and 
Outreach Center Arena 
 
RSVP Annual Volunteer Recognition Banquet, Wednesday, August 2 – 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Brown Dining Room, 
Sahlstrom Conference Center 
 
Registration and Advisement Day for Post-Secondary Enrollment Option (PSEO) Students, Monday, August 7 
- 8:45 a.m. to Noon, check-in at Sargeant Student Center 

http://www.umcrookston.edu/


 
9-Month Faculty and Staff Appointments Begin Monday, August 14 
 
UMC Faculty and Staff Opening Week Welcome Back Luncheon, Monday, August 14 – 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., Bede Ballroom 
 
Free Concert by L'Ambizioso Duo, Monday August 14 - 7:30 p.m., Kiehle Auditorioum, free and open to the 
public, sponsored in part by a grant from the Minnesota Arts Council 
 
New Faculty and Staff Orientation and Campus Tour, Tuesday, August 15 – 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., meet in 116 
Kiehle 
 
Academic Department Meetings, Tuesday, August 15 – Noon to 3 p.m., AgNatR in 120 UTOC, Business in 116 
Dowell, LAE in Bede Ballroom A&B, MST in Bede Ballroom C 
 
UMC Leadership Academy Information Session, Wednesday, August 16 – 9 to 10 a.m., 116 Dowell 
(Alseth/NWSA Business Boardroom), open to all interested faculty and staff 
 
Ox Cart Days Wellness Demonstrations and Vendor Fair, Wednesday, August 16 – 7 to 11 a.m. wellness 
demonstrations, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. vendor fair, Wellness Center, free and open to the public 
 
Ox Cart Days 7th Annual Veterans Recognition Ceremony, Wednesday, August 16 – 3 p.m., Bede Ballroom, 
Sargeant Student Center, co-sponsored by University Relations, free and open to the public 
 
UMC Hosts the Annual Ox Cart Days Ice Cream Social, Wednesday, August 16 – 3 to 5 p.m., Campus Mall and 
Peterson Gazebo, free and open to the public 
 
New Student Orientation “Golden Eagle Welcome Weekend” Begins, Friday, August 18 – 8 a.m., check-in at 
Kiehle Building’s Rotunda 
 
Residence Halls Open for New Student Move-In, Friday, August 18 – 8 a.m., check-in at Centennial Hall 
information desk 
 
------------ 
For details on these and a comprehensive listing of other events or to discover what’s happening this week, 
visit UMC Today at www.crk.umn.edu/today, or review UMC’s news page at www.crk.umn.edu/news. 
Learn more about events across the entire University of Minnesota system via Brief, an online weekly internal 
news digest, at http://brief.umn.edu/. 
 
 
Student Stories 
 
In high school, she and a friend declared a goal to study abroad in college. This spring, Senior Malena 
Rupprecht, an elementary education major from Thief River Falls, Minn., achieved that goal with a trip to 
Australia and New Zealand. Learn more. 
www.crk.umn.edu/news/life-lessons-study-abroad 
 
 
 

http://www.crk.umn.edu/today
http://www.crk.umn.edu/news
http://brief.umn.edu/
https://www.crk.umn.edu/news/life-lessons-study-abroad
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Around Campus 
 
Administrative Affairs – 
 
All UMC employees are invited to attend the Opening Week Welcome Back Luncheon on Monday, August 
14, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. New faculty and staff will be 
introduced, and Chancellor Holz-Clause will offer remarks as the campus prepares for the new academic year. 
 
The full schedule for Opening Week (August 14-18) activities for faculty and staff is available online at 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-nlOwoPqZF8cGNnVnItUkNCY2M/view. 
 
Faculty and staff members seeking a dynamic professional development opportunity to enhance their 
leadership skills are encouraged to take part in the new UMC Leadership Academy. The program is designed 
to create a culture of leadership on campus by assisting faculty and staff in the development of leadership 
skills, capacity and readiness and to help position them to move their programs, units, departments and the 
campus forward (“leadership in place”). The leadership program will span the 2017-2018 academic year. Two 
informational sessions are scheduled: Wednesday, August 15, from 9 to 10:00 a.m. and Thursday, August 17, 
from 1 to 2:00 p.m. Both sessions will be held in the Business Boardroom, 116 Dowell Hall. Supervisors of also 
encouraged to attend. 
 
Matt Kramer, vice president for university and government relations for the University of Minnesota, visited 
the Crookston campus on Tuesday, July 18. This was his first official visit to the U of M Crookston. In addition 
to meeting with UMC’s University Relations staff and campus administrators, Kramer toured the campus, met 
with local media representatives of The Crookston Daily Times and KROX Radio, and met local state legislators, 
including Representative Debra Kiel and Senator Mark Johnson. Kramer was appointed to his VP position by U 
of M President Eric Kaler in February of this year. 
 
 
Academic Affairs – 
 
Susan Snedker has been hired as an academic advisor for the Math, Science & Technology Department. She 
will work with both online and on‐campus students. Snedker holds an MBA from the University of Mary, 
Bismarck, N.D., and a B.S. in information network management from the U of M Crookston. She comes to 
UMC from Northland Community & Technical College, East Grand Forks, Minn., where she most recently 
served as a training services specialist in the Center for Outreach & Innovation. She began her responsibilities 
at UMC on July 19. 
 
 
Student Affairs – 
 
UMC will host the fall semester 2017 Post-Secondary Enrollment Option (PSEO) Registration Day on 
Monday, August 7, from 8:45 a.m. to Noon.  Check-in will be at the Northern Lights Lounge, Sargeant Student 
Center. An information session will begin at 9:10 a.m. followed by an information session in the Prairie Room. 
A session for parents will be held at 9:30 a.m. Students will register with faculty advisors beginning at 10:15 
a.m. in Bed Ballroom. Optional tours will be offered at 10:30, 10:45, and 11 a.m.  
 
New Student Orientation begins on Friday, August 18, at 8 a.m. New students should check in at the Kiehle 
Building's Rotunda to pick up their orientation packet, which includes their U-Card, the orientation schedule, a 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-nlOwoPqZF8cGNnVnItUkNCY2M/view


nametag, and SOS Leader information. Students living in campus residence halls check in at Centennial Hall to 
receive their key and housing information. Returning students may move into residence halls on Sunday, 
August 20, beginning at Noon. For more information, go to www.crk.umn.edu/student-and-family-
experience/new-student-orientation. 
 
 
Technology Support Services – 
 
A system-wide network upgrade is in progress across all University of Minnesota campuses. WiFi upgrades 
began in earnest on the TC campus in late May, Duluth began a couple weeks ago, and UMC recently 
upgraded the Kiehle Building and Library as pilots. Beginning this week (the first week of August), UMC IT 
staff members, with help from contractors hired by the U of M Office of Information Technology (OIT), will 
be upgrading WiFi in most campus buildings. There will be some downtime during building upgrades, and 
Technology Support services will do its best to keep the campus community notified of respective buildings 
upgrade progress and status. UMC network staff will accompany the OIT contractors as they do their work. 
Contact the Computer Help Desk with questions at 218-281-8000 or umchelp@umn.edu. 
 
 
Development & Alumni Relations – 
 
The 27th Annual Teambacker Golf Classic was held Friday, July 14, at Minakwa Golf Course in Crookston. The 
tournament raised more than $8,000 with a total of 79 golfers participating in 16 teams. The funds raised 
from this year’s tournament helped the U of M Crookston Football Alumni Scholarship surpass the $25,000 
threshold needed for endowment. Teambackers would like to extend a special thanks to the members of the 
1997 UMC Athletic Hall of Fame Football Team who came back to take part in the event. Thanks are also 
extended to the many volunteers and loyal sponsors who helped make the tournament a success. 
 
 
University Relations – 
 
Office name inserts and office hour documents as well as PowerPoint templates branded with University of 
Minnesota Crookston graphics are available for download to all faculty and staff on the University Relations 
website: www.crk.umn.edu/units/university-relations. The templates can be found under the “Branded 
Templates” accordion box by clicking the plus (+) sign. These documents meet established U of M guidelines. 
Note: the office name inserts and office hour sheets (in Microsoft Word format) are purposely simple and 
clean in design, utilizing the Arial font to maximize readability.  All faculty and staff are encouraged to use 
them as the campus standard. 
 
 
Athletics – 
 
Under Head Coach Mark Dufner, the coaching staff for the UMC Golden Eagle Football Team will consist of 
the following for the 2017 season. Dave Volk, in his third season on staff, and Michael Orts, in his first season 
on staff, will serve as co-offensive coordinators. Volk will serve as run game coordinator while coaching the 
offensive line and running backs. Orts will serve as pass game coordinator and will coach quarterbacks and 
wide receivers. Levi Bullerman, in his fifth season on staff, will serve as defensive coordinator as well as 
defensive line and linebackers coach. Tom Miller, in third season on staff, will serve as assistant head coach 
and as the team’s recruiting coordinator. Miller will also continue to coach safeties for the Golden Eagles. Sam 
Smith, in his second season on staff, will serve as special teams coordinator and will continue to coach 

http://www.crk.umn.edu/student-and-family-experience/new-student-orientation
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mailto:umchelp@umn.edu
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cornerbacks. Rounding out the football coaching staff is newly-hired assistant coach Derek Derr, who will 
serve as strength and conditioning coordinator and tight ends coach for the Golden Eagles. Derr comes to 
UMC from Peru State College in Peru, Neb. He holds a bachelor’s degree in sports management from Peru 
State, and an M.S. in organization management from Wayne State College, Wayne, Neb. 
 
Krayton Nash has been hired as head women's tennis coach and will also serve as an assistant men's 
basketball coach. Nash comes to UMC from St. John’s Northwestern Military Academy in Delafield, Wisconsin. 
There, he served as associate director of the postgraduate leadership program, head basketball coach, and 
summer programs coordinator. He holds an M.Ed. in health education from Carroll University in Wakesha, 
Wisc., and a B.S. in industrial technology management from the University of Wisconsin—Platteville. He began 
his responsibilities at UMC on July 31. 
 
Bryant Friskop has been hired as head golf coach. Friskop will take over leadership of both the men’s and 
women’s golf programs and will continue his duties as assistant women’s basketball coach, a position he has 
held for the past two seasons. Recent changes in NCAA legislation require a clear separation of compliance 
and coaching responsibilities. Associate Athletics Director and Compliance Coordinator Jason Tangquist, who 
served as a head golf coach, will no longer serve in that capacity. 
 
 
Accolades 
 
The University of Minnesota Crookston is ranked among the “Top Public Universities in Minnesota” (at 
number 3) for 2017 by Niche, an online educational resource. The resource also lists UMC among the 10 ten 
(at number 9) “Best Colleges in Minnesota” and among the top 10 (at number 8) “Best Online Colleges in 
America.” See the full lists at www.niche.com/colleges/university-of-minnesota---crookston/rankings.  
 
Niche also ranked the U of M Crookston at number 2 on the list of “Best College Dorms in Minnesota.” The 
campus earned a grade of “A” for its residence halls. The ranking is based on statistics and student reviews, 
and Niche states, “Top-ranked colleges offer outstanding campus housing that is safe and clean with modern 
amenities at reasonable prices.” Refer to www.niche.com/colleges/search/best-college-dorms/s/minnesota.  
 
The University of Minnesota Crookston has been ranked number 1 on the list of the “Top 100 Best Online 
Colleges” in the nation compiled by Online College Plan, an online resource for students and families. View 
the full list at www.onlinecollegeplan.com/best-online-college. 
 
The U of M Crookston’s online degree program in Communication has been ranked at number 1 among the 
“Top 20 Best Online Communication Degree Programs” in the nation by Best Communications Degrees, an 
online resource focusing on communications-related programs. See the full list at 
www.bestcommunicationsdegrees.com/about-best-communications-degrees.  
 
The University of Minnesota Crookston is ranked among the “25 Best Colleges in Minnesota” for 2017 by 
College Choice, an online college resource. The list is dominated by private colleges and universities, as 18 of 
the 25 spots are taken by private schools. Ranked at number 20 on the list, UMC is one of only four public 
universities among the top 20. Those four include the Twin Cities, Morris, Duluth, and Crookston campuses of 
the University of Minnesota. View the full list at www.collegechoice.net/rankings/best-colleges-in-minnesota. 
 
College Choice also ranked the U of M Crookston’s online degree program in Accounting is ranked among 
the top 35 (at number 30) “Best Online Bachelor’s in Accounting Degrees" in the nation for 2017. See the full 
list at www.collegechoice.net/rankings/online-accounting-degrees. 
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Campus and Community 
 
Entrepreneurs and small business owners can receive valuable assistance through an opportunity offered by 
the Center for Rural Entrepreneurial Studies (CRES) at the University of Minnesota Crookston. CRES is seeking 
regional entrepreneurs and small business owners interested in working with U of M Crookston students on 
a class project for their business. Potential projects may include, but are not limited to, marketing and 
management strategies, business plans, assistance with accounting software, marketing research, competitive 
analysis, social media marketing, and other projects identified by the client. All projects are completed by U of 
M Crookston students under the guidance of qualified faculty at no cost. Applications for the program are 
accepted anytime; however, priority is given to applications received prior to the due dates. The 2017 fall 
semester application deadline is Monday, August 14. Interested individuals and business can apply for 
assistance at www.umccres.org/apply. For more information about the opportunity, contact Rachel 
Lundbohm, director of CRES at 218-281-8190 or via email at rlundboh@umn.edu. 
 
L'Ambizioso (Lam-beetzi-oatzo) Duo will perform a concert on Monday August 14, at 7:30 p.m. in Kiehle 
Auditorioum. Sponsored in part by a grant from the Minnesota Arts Council, the concert is free and open to 
the public. Italian for "The Ambitious," L'Ambizioso Duo is composed of bothers Brock and Brayden Drevlow. 
Brock Drevlow is a Jephson Educational Trust Scholar and is pursuing a degree in double bass performance at 
the Peabody Conservatory of Music at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland. Brayden Drevlow is a 
GE/Ronald Reagan Presidential Scholar and is currently pursuing a degree in piano performance at Concordia 
College in Moorhead, Minn.  
 
 
University of Minnesota System 
 
At its July 2017 meeting, the University of Minnesota Board of Regents received an update on positive gains 
toward a number of measures on the University Progress Card, heard about various alumni initiatives from 
University of Minnesota Alumni Association (UMAA) President and CEO Lisa Lewis, and received its annual 
report on Gopher Athletics. Regents also approved a resolution affirming strong support for the World Expo in 
2023, to be located in Minneapolis and associated with the University. Learn more at  
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/increased-alumni-engagement-efforts-paying-u-m. 
 
 
Extension 
 
Angie Peltier has joined the University of Minnesota as an Extension educator focusing on crops. Based at 
the Northwestern Regional Extension Office in Crookston, her research and education efforts will focus on 
corn and soybeans. Most recently, Peltier spent nearly six years as a crops educator working for the University 
of Illinois Extension at the Northwestern Illinois Ag R&D Center in Monmouth. There her research focus was 
corn and soybean disease management. Peltier holds a Ph.D. in plant pathology from the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison and a bachelor’s degree in biology from the University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point. She 
began her responsibilities for U of M Extension on June 30. 
 
 
*********************  
Publication notes:  E-Update is published by the Office of University Relations at the University of Minnesota Crookston approximately twice each 
month except for May, June, July, and December, when it is published only once.  Issues are posted online at www.crk.umn.edu/units/university-
relations/campus-e-update. If you have any questions regarding the information in this news update, please send them to urumc@umn.edu. The 
University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 
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