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Glensheen "snew summer exhibit ' calied"DecOl'ating 
Glensheen: Alt Around the World" opens on Friday, MaY.23, 
2003. 

This exhibit features artworks and art objects colleC'tfd 
by the Congdon fanrily from 1902 to 1911 from all around the 
world; itiduding items from -Gennany, Itaiy,France, Norway, 
Spain, Sweden, Scotland, England, the Middle East &nd 

, Most ' oftlie art works are fandscape jJairitlngs HoiTh, 
many European artistS.L by 
Wi11ianrEisen, Augusto Daini, AlbeIt Rigolot, Johannd 

Henry Hatpignies, Jean-Basptiste eoI'ot, I1ter 
Alfre.d Gross,. Charles-Francois Daubigny, .Emile Renard, 
Althur Dmnnnond, Emile Chabas, Dwight William Tyron. 
Each of these European artists received awards and medals 
for their art works. 

The Congdons purchased these rut works 
throughdealers; selecting-subjects ' from places-they-pad 
visited. Other rut objects included in tlris exhibit weJ:e 
souvenirs from the Congdons' extensive world travels. 

Neady everyIOOIn on the. tour of Glensheen 
an example of the Congdon's rut from around the world; 
which docents will point out to visitors on their tours. 

A ,list of all the. items. included in the exhibit wip. be 
available fOJ; docents in the Volunteer Office and ill the 
Secuiity qffice, so they can pomt out the exhibit to 
visitors on their toms._ 

This exhibit continues tln:oughout the summer, ending 
on Monday, S-eptemoet 1; 2003. ' 

BELOW: A ,FjordinNorwayby Johannes GrimeI,und 
\, 
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The old St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church 
on Lake Avenue & 
2nd Street & the 
Rector when Walter 
7 Jessie first 
attendea 

A W. RYAN 
1893 .• 1922 

Volunteer Night 
OIi Thi.n'sday, May 1, thirteen people attended the. 

monthly Volunteer Night. Minute.s of the busine.ss. me.etin9 
are posted in the Volunteer Office. Afterthe meeting, Missy 
Natale, our Ait History major who works in the' office, 
presented a program about the art works being featured in the 
new sununer exhibit, "Decorating Glensheen: Art Around the 

Evelyone carried flashlights and put on shoe 
so they could go behind the ropes and get a close 10Qk at these 
featured paintings. Missy shared her researchaboutthe 
paintings and explained What wilt be coming up in the next 
exhibit. 

The next Volunteer Night will be Thursday, June -5, at 
6: IS'pm in the Recreation Room of Glensneeil. After 
meeting, we will take a tour of the rut works on the 3cd floor. 

\ 

Appreciation TOtlr 
Twelve Glensneen volUnteers and Racnaet Mart:i1lj 

Education and Volunte.er CuordinatQ4 participated in a.tom" 
of Congdon homes in Duluth on Saturday, April 26, 2003. 

We lOOKed at Itthomes, Forest Hill-cemetery, St. 
Paul's. Episcopal church> and c.ollcludedat the Kitchi Gammi 
Club. It was a full dayl 

A real fi'eat was being invited into Edward Congaqn's 
home,. now owned by Martha Alworth, on Hawthorne Road 
and East 4th Street. We learned that the home was built in 
1915 by themclritect Mr. Starerrfor·Mr.· Kitchley. Edvrard 
bought the home from Mr. Kitchley in 1920. I 

At St. Paul's Church, which was Walter & Jessie 
Congdon'g.·chul'eb-.,we had-an extensivetffUl'gi-venby & 
Fayth Glass. When Walter & Jessie Congdon were married 
in 1914, the current St. Paul's was under construction. They 
would have attended the "old" Episcopal C1rnrchon 
Avenue & 2nd Street. The fil'st services in the current St. 
Paul's were given in We Saw many rooms &., old 
photographs of St. Paul's. 

We also stopped at 1701 E.pt Street, where Walter & 
JeSSIe lived' & saw the ornate hallways and staircases. 
Finally,we had wonderful dessert attheKitchi GammiClttb+ . 



THE REDSTONE 
1509 E. Superior 
St. where 
Congdolls lived 
before Glensheen 

EDUCATIONAL 
INSERT 
CBC's Diary 

Clara Bannister Congdon's diGlY, continued /i'om last 
month. We left off in May 0/1899; whenfhe Congdons livet{ 
at the Red'itone on 1509 E. Superior St. Their children's ages 
were Walter-J6, Edward-14, Marjorie-f2, Helen-10, 
EtisalJeth-5; Robert-8 months. 

1899 -In May Mr. & Mrs. Congdon left Geneva, NY, where 
Chester Congdon's mother was taking the "Watercure ", and 
returned home to Duluth. Lec:ving their children in DUltifh in 
the care of Mrs. Congdon's sIster, MGlY, Mr. & Mrs. 
Congdon went to Yakima, Washington in June. They visited 
ChesteJ-'· Congdon's-Drother Albert in Yakima, then went to . 
H oquaim, Tacoma, Seattle, and Victoria, returning to Yakima 
where they started a camping trip with Mr. & Mrs. Albert 
Congdon·and·anotherroup!e-. From there to 
Yellowstone, then returned to Duluth by August. In 
September Walter leftfor Hill School in Pottstown, Pa. On 
October} 3'Preside-ntMeKinley 17isited Dulmhand-everyone 
turned out to see him. .' 

J900-1n February Ned;Alfred; Elisabeth & Robert had' . 
German measles and Robert was baptize.d. By then he stood 
alone and walked alone on April 5. Helen had her adenoids 
out in March' She screamed, biit bOl'e it pretty Well, & got 
her chain bracelet, as promised by her father. 

Walter went to Brainerd in Aprillo be examined for 
the Ndval Academy in Annapolis. By May, n-obbie 

"Bobbie ''',and "dutch". 
In June Miss Knot came to stay with the children while 

Chester' & Clara Congaon went to P6ttslOlvflto visit WalJer. 
From there they went to Syracuse for their class reunion& 
visited Montreal & Quebec. They stopped at WHlkes-barre, 
Pd to see Cidhi Congdon'S sister, Bertha, and returnedtc? 
Duluth by boat with Bertha and her children1- who stayed til 
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August. In September Ned went on a 3 week hunting trip to 
Jackson '.'I Hole, Wy., and Clara:"i sister, Mmy, stayed jn 
Duluth during September andOetooer. 

1901 - The Congdons engaged Miss Green to stay with the 
children for the summer. Miss Knot stayed until June. In 
May Chester & Clara C&ngoonwenitoLas Vegas, the Gl;,and 
Canyon, California, Denver and were home by July. ) 

During July & August the Cengdons& lheirchildren 
stayed fn a cottage in GiJrddn, Wi. InAUgu,s,t they 
plans for their new house. 

In September Chester & Clara Congdon took Mmjorie 
&Helen on a boat trip along with the Hartleys to Btl/folo. 
They visited the Pan Am bxposition just after the 
assassination of President l'vfcKinley. They saw Chester 
eongdoJi's motherinRochester; NY, whereshe-wasstC1J!ing 
with her daughter Laura. When they returned home to ; 
Duluth, they took Walter, Ned, Elisabeth & Robert to 
Rochester agaili to see Grandma Congdon: They returnesJ to 
Duluth October 5. 

They received a telegram in November that Grandma 
Congdon had a bad stroite ofparalystsat Geneva, NY. Th-ey 
went to Geneva andlvere there when Grandma Congdon died 
on November She was buried in Elmyra, NY. Among 
those present at the!uneralwere·Dr. & Mrs. 1 C. Knapp who 
had the Hygienic Institute at Geneva. He was Grandma 

nephew. 

19tn::.ln JanZiary Chester & Clara Congdon took Helen;, 
Elisabeth & Robert to Evanston, II. to visit Clara Congqon 's 
cousin's family. Helen went to visit her aunt & uncle in 
Chatanooga & Chester Congdon went to Mitwatlkee. The 
re.st of the family stayed in Evanston until March Clara 
Congdon had her ears treated by a doctor in Chicago. 

In May Chester & Clara left the chIldren withltfiss 
Green and went to Bisbee, Tucson, California, & Yakima, 
returning to St. Paul by Canadian Pacijictrainin June. The 
last part o/August &earlj;September theystayediri a cottage 
on Park Point. November5th was Marjol'ie& Helen's attempt 
to make dinner,bllt it did not They tried again on the 
r aiufFiitaajlne one! ·Eachreceivedfive dOlrarsfrom t/jeir 
fatherL 



Myma;our 
"Foreign 
·Correspondent", 
lias returned to 
Duluth & is back 
at work at 

Myrna was-tOO-fust· 
person, besides the 
Doctor, to see her 
new grandchild· 
born. They hada 
boy named 
Alexander William 
Brown, Alex for 
short .. He was. 
7and a half 
pounds. 

Warm Greetings! 
By Myrna Breivik, Correspondent" _ 

Hello you all! We are in Albuquerque,. NM,. with.Qur 
family on "baby watch". The baby will soon come forth and 
claim hislher name and identity. It isa wonderfultime. We 
are greatly enjoying our grandsons (ages 5 and 3). 
Albuquerque is so picturesque as it sits at the foot of majestic 
Sandia 

I have enclosed four postcards: We have so appreciated; the 
many stops in OUI beautiful cnuntry. 

Fort Davis has been wonderfully restored by the National 
Park Service. It was a treat to tour the Fort because the 
guides. were··S{} enthusiastic &ld friendly. 'Ihe older 
gentleman in the banacks was dressed in a unifonn. He told 
us the cavalry's responsibility was to protect many outposts 
aruiwagontfains-. At one- point he apologized-rof 
so long, but stated that he loves the histOlY and likes to "teil 
all he knows." It certainly brougl1t a smile to my face 
because, I too, realize the more one knows the longer the 
Yes,. I did note the re.minde.r, to limit our infOlmation,. in the 
Februruy Rozette. Something I must work at. 

Another female guide explained the Commanding Officer's 
quarters. She told us thatthrough the cOinmander and'his 
wife's iournals,. they were able to install period furniture 
which, hopefully repIicatesthe·originals. ·f am aware that the 
Sook Club is reading Mrs. diary and enjoy the 
Rozette's summarie,s. At FOlt Davis the.journals also play an 
importantpart inpreservingiheirhistOlY. Again, I run 
reminded how f6rtiJhate Glensheen is to have so 
"Qriginals." 

Every time we take a tour and -are greeted With' so inuclJ. 
enthusiasm and friendliness by the volunteer docents and 
guides, I reaIizehow important it is ·and howthepubIic 
usuattyrespondsro clieerful",andweUill:fOimed·gtiides. 

Until later you an'take sare, 
Myrna 



FORT DAVf$-
National Historic 
Site, Texas- l 
Active from 1854 to J 
1&91, the'post 
played a maior role 
in the defense 
system o:f,the 
southwestem 
ii-ontier. 
writes, "This is 100 
miles north of Big 
Bend National P,ark. , 
West Texas is velY I 

beautiful & green." 

The 82 " Otto-
Struve telescope and 
the 107 " Harlan J. 
Smi-thtelese°Re. 
The Hobby-Eberly 
telescope is seen in 
the background atop 
Mt. Fowlkes at the :;C"':'·j'eYJ;rr·'·i.";),;1\,'i,,;,y: 

McDonald 
ObservatOlY, Fort 
Davis, Texas-. 
Myrna Wfites;"An 
excellent tour. 
When built, this was 
the largest telesc6pe 
in the world & was 
USefr to-pnwitie 
infonnation so that 
me space 
(NASA) WQuld be 
ab1e to design space 
crafts. This a 
velY educatiorial 
tour of which I 
remember· 
approximately 1 0%." 



Myrna & Erling Breivik at the front entrance to Flagler College in St. Augustine, Florida 

Myma & Erling by a beautiful frreplace in Flagler College. Myma writes, "Cherubs are 
the interior design theme - also lions." 



Calendar of Events 
TIiii, June 5 - Volunteer Nigfit, see Jffiflbor art, 6:15-pm - Counts as volUnteer nours! 
T1n4 June 12.., Tribute to Chester Congdon, Copper Top_ 7-9 pm - free.- pl,ease 

come and have birthday cake"!' 

Bearoom Slipper Tours are offered at 4:00-pm every Friaay, Saturday 
& Sign-TIp-to- give atouf,-leamatouf, Of second 

Volunteer Office 
Glensheen.. 
3300 London Road 

MN j58fr4:-


