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The Minneapolis Neighborhood Information System (MNIS) is a
collaborative capacity-building effort intended to meet the needs of
community-based organizations by providing access to property data
that can inform community revitalization efforts and housing
intervention and investment strategies. Partners in this project include
the City of Minneapolis, the Neighborhood Revitalization Program,
select Minneapolis neighborhood organizations, and CURA.
Participating neighborhood groups receive training, project assistance,
GIS expertise, and access to property information, as well as
opportunities to share ideas about GIS projects and housing strategies
with other neighborhoods.
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Near North, Willard-Hay Plymouth Avenue
Vision Project

Neighborhood: NRRC (Near North, Willard-Hay)
Project Completion Date: September 2002

Neighborhood Contact: DeAnna Smith, 612-335-5924,
dsmith@nrrc.org

Project Description: The Northside Residents Redevelopment Council
(NRRC) is starting a revitalization project centered on Plymouth
Avenue. Vacant lots and neighborhood assets were two issues that
were to be discussed at upcoming neighborhood meetings. Vacant lots
are to be targeted for redevelopment opportunities and neighborhood
assets can be highlighted to make the area around Plymouth Avenue
more attractive to developers. In addition to infill projects, the
Plymouth Avenue Corridor revitalization will include green space
planning and identification of polluted properties.

Progress: The Plymouth Avenue project is ongoing, however, results
from the September meeting include a better understanding for
neighborhood residents of location of vacant lots and community
assets. Demographic information from the 2000 Census will be added
for additional community discussion at future meetings.

Process: Maps showing existing land use, vacant parcels, and
institutional uses along Plymouth Avenue were created and printed,
and a PowerPoint presentation was completed for use at the
community meetings and to aid in the discussion of the Plymouth
Avenue redevelopment.

Outcomes: Through the community meeting, residents and
community members acknowledged that vacant parcels are
traditionally a neighborhood weakness, but that vacant land can also
be tool for neighborhood revitalization through redevelopment.
Concentrations of vacant land were recognized as areas to establish
commercial nodes. Benefits of concentrating neighborhood institutional
assets, like schools, parks, and faith-based institutions were
communicated to meeting attendees. Community members also began
to identify parcels once occupied by gasoline service stations in order
to create future maps of contaminated sites along Plymouth Avenue.



Data Sources: Parcel level neighborhood data from the City of
Minneapolis.
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