
 

 CERE Meeting 12/15/2021 

2021-22 

 

Time/Location: 12:00 pm via Zoom 

 

Attendance (Present/Not present) 

Meagan Aliff, Sean Bedard-Parker, Teresa Bertossi, Melody David-McKnight, Justin Gervais, Jennifer 

Gomez Menjivar, Sheryl Grana, Gillian Grocke, Monica Haynes, Rob Hofmann, Carl Huber, Kelly Johnson, 

Lindsey Jungman, Njoki Kamau (Co-chair), Julie Kim, Christine Lovejoy, Shauna Maurer, Eva Moua, 

Chang’aa Mweti, Ruby Nancy, Mia O'Brien, Susana Pelayo-Woodward, Alissa Postal, Cheryl Reitan, 

Eun-Kyung Suh, Tsutomu Shimotori, Kevin Swanberg, Carol Wallace (Co-chair), Daisy Wallace (Treasurer), 

Sherrill Yeaton, Stephanie Yang 

 

Today’s notetaker: Cheryl Reitan 

 

Minutes from last meeting 

 

Check-in: (Cartoon below from Carol) What’s behind the door? Lots of “hopeful” comments. Some less 

hopeful. Ruby spoke of a reward system in LSBE where faculty can work toward DEI initiatives. Looking 

forward to better times in 2022. Some of the news about Critical Race Theory is discouraging. Looking 

forward to collective positivity. Covid is affecting people’s personal life. Looking forward to a healthier 

future. Looking for the world to become more loving and human. Cautiously optimistic). Hoping for a 

better year than 2021 and a return to what we felt was normal. Missing family. Feel the need to care for 

family. We need a break to rest and be able to be more optimistic.  Cautiously optimistic again. Looking 

forward to the Summit. 

 

 

Announcements 

❖​ Please put any upcoming events you are aware of on the list following the agenda. BE BRIEF!!! 

❖​ Feel free to keep adding recommendations for things to read, watch, listen to. 

❖​ Other? 

 

Meeting schedule 

https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/1eewAykMldjtVOIN5uHrYz1Jm8mWbJNSnMphnmkoJv18/edit


 

 

Survey results: The top possibility based on Google form responses is Thursday at 1 pm. As usual, no 

time will work for everyone, but hopefully those who can’t attend meetings can be involved in a 

committee. 

 

Meeting dates: 

January 13, 20, 27 

February 3, 10, 17, 24 

 

The consensus is to continue to meet on Zoom. 

 

Summit subcommittees (convener in bold)  

 

●​ Programs/speakers (Carol, Melody, Carl, Sheryl G, Rob, Susana, Julie, Sherrill Y) 

●​ Registration/technology (Lindsey, Justin, Shimo, Carol, Daisy - registration only) 

●​ Hospitality-parking, dining services (Carl, Sheryl G, Christine) 

●​ Volunteers (Mia, Kevin, Ruby) 

●​ PR/marketing (Cheryl, Justin, Gillian, Kelly, Suh) 

●​ Small events/podcasts (Shimo, Lindsey, Kevin, Rob, Mia, Shauna, Jennifer, Melody) 

●​ Advocacy/Justice Fair (Christine, Ruby, Meagan, Susana, Njoki, Sean) 

 

Committee Reports 

❖​ Summit Committee - small meeting December 8  

➢​ Google Form for presenters - discuss and approve. The group approved the form for 

presenters.  

➢​ Confirmed speakers: 

■​ Carl Crawford and Alabama 35 (Carl Huber) 

■​ Chang’aa Mweti (volunteered) 

■​ Rev. Jim Bear Jacobs, Director of Community Engagement and Racial Justice, 

Minnesota Council of Churches/Healing Minnesota Stories (Carol) 

■​ Dr. Nancy Quinones, Acting Director of Diversity, Equity and Belonging at UMN 

Crookston - confirmed (Susana) 

■​ DanSan Creatives - need to discuss budget (Susana)Others? 

➢​ Other contacts initiated: 

■​ Black Storytellers Alliance (Minneapolis) - Carol sent message via Messenger and 

left phone message. Haven’t found email.  

■​ IDEA: Twin Ports APIDA Collective, Julie Kim 

➢​ Other session ideas: 

■​ Open mic storytelling 

❖​ PR/Marketing 

Camp Fire - Fireplace Theme.  

SAVE THE DATE MESSAGE. Sent out Dec 16.  

“The Power of Storytelling 

     UMD's Commission on Equity, Race, & Ethnicity will hold the annual summit on March 2, 2022 

with in-person and virtual presentations. 

     The theme of the 2022 summit is "The Power of Storytelling: Building Trust, Celebrating Humanity" 

and will include a variety of storytelling sessions and workshops featuring local and regional storytellers. 

     For info, contact: cere@d.umn.edu or see the website https://cere.d.umn.edu/summit-news-events. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1o1UiOWqqnlsHKAbroWBurdCLbvOS8mtlwPluYCBdt98/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EdIzbE6o-jm4QHkxkQxAHY50aJYO25A-CWKPjSUGJ1I/edit?usp=sharing
https://cere.d.umn.edu/summit-news-events


 

More information will follow.” 

 

❖​ Small events/podcasts 

➢​ Melody has drafted a call for podcasts. 

➢​ Committee met but would like more direction (purpose, timeline, target audience, etc.)  

 

❖​ Advocacy Committee  

Take leadership on Racial Justice Fair? 

 

❖​ THE DATE IS SET! WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2, 2022!!!! 

Schedule: 

■​ 8:00-9:00 am - check-in 

■​ 9:00-10:00 am - Session 1 (60 min) 

■​ 10-10:15 am - break 

■​ 10:15-11:30 am - Session 2 (75 min) 

■​ 11:30 am-1:00 pm - lunch break/ Racial Justice Fair/BIPOC Entrepreneurs - 

Ballroom/online/both?  

■​ Suggestion. 11:30 am to 1 pm We All Belong slide show in Rafters, continuous 

loop. 

■​ 1:00-2:00 pm - Session 3 (60 min) 

■​ 2:00-2:15 pm - break 

■​ 2:15-3:30 pm - Session 4 (75 min) 

Rooms: Planning to use only larger Kirby Rooms: Ballroom A, B, C, Rafters, Garden 

Room, Griggs (up to 24 in-person sessions). Smaller conference rooms will be available 

for people who want to log into Zoom sessions. 

 

Draft of invitation to present session The letter will be sent to select potential speakers 

The Full Contacts Email List will be used for a save the date and podcast invite.  

 

Next meeting: Jan 13, 1-2pm, zoom 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
Hank Willis Thomas in conjunction with the traveling exhibit "Black Survival Guide, or How to 
Live Through a Police Riot" Tweed Museum thru Jan 25, 2022.  
 
One Book Northland 
 
January - Duluth Human Trafficking Awareness Month 

●​ 1-3-22 January Opening Ceremony, 12-1pm 
○​ Zoom Registration Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0nVt1s_gRfi4rPBzQkU1vw 
●​ 1-5-22 MN Safe Harbor and Trafficking 101, 5pm-7:30pm 

○​ Zoom Registration Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pasagQhPRGyqAhpMaEwcbw 

https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/1UOlE1IHtbts7KJWCxfJB2QEnN6uI7VCYIuzQrtqeHhA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1_on52pzJWenXySqq2D2D2UukeKzlEFXzq7VWNavMOMQ/edit
https://duluthlibrary.org/adults/one-book-northland/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0nVt1s_gRfi4rPBzQkU1vw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pasagQhPRGyqAhpMaEwcbw


 

●​ 1-7-22 Labor Trafficking, 11am-12pm  
○​ Zoom Registration Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oSWf5IbXTpeMP6OjzlhpyA 
●​ 1-19-22 Intersections of MMIWR Panel 1, 6-8pm 

○​ Zoom Registration Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6edYSePbTnC3J0bui3oXMA 

●​ 1-20-22 MN Safe Harbor and Trafficking for Healthcare Providers, 9-11am 
○​ Zoom Registration Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jNqLCV9kSBe-99jVoHzjjw 
●​ 1-24-22 Sex Trafficking in Our Community: Myth vs Fact, 10am-11:30am 

○​ Zoom Registration Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VdPl8yXVQDizlGiKizAFmA 

●​ 1-26-22 Intersections of MMIWR Panel 2, 1-3pm 
○​ Zoom Registration Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OwRLVtEUQuWwzHzt5VxKzA 
●​ 1-27-22 MN Safe Harbor and Trafficking 101, 5-7pm 

○​ Zoom Registration Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xgwyQPLySq-uwqW_TeIaqQ 

●​ 1-28-22 The Aftermath: Discussions with Survivor Experts Panel, 4:30-6:30pm 
○​ Zoom Registration Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AXryj4GHR7S7qCe7GM_pDA 

WHAT WE ARE WATCHING AND READING AND LISTENING TO 

 
Carol: 
Reimagining stories from new perspectives: 
The Wonder Years, ABC (2021) 
So Many Beginnings: A Little Women Remix, Bethany C. Morrow (2021) 
 
Lindsey: 
Evicted (Matthew Desmond) 
 
Njoki: 
My Name is Pauli Murray Film 2021 
 
MN PR Carl & Carl interview  
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2018/05/31/video-becoming-friends-on-an-emotional-journey 
 
Ruby: 

Audre Lorde’s biography (Warrior Poet by Alexis De Veaux) 

 

Sherrill:  

Privilege Through the Looking-Glass  - Patricia Leavy (Ed) 

 

Mia: 

Colson Whitehead: The Nickel Boys 

 

Daisy: 

Pachinko, Min Jin Lee 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oSWf5IbXTpeMP6OjzlhpyA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6edYSePbTnC3J0bui3oXMA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jNqLCV9kSBe-99jVoHzjjw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VdPl8yXVQDizlGiKizAFmA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OwRLVtEUQuWwzHzt5VxKzA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xgwyQPLySq-uwqW_TeIaqQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AXryj4GHR7S7qCe7GM_pDA
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2018/05/31/video-becoming-friends-on-an-emotional-journey
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42270835-the-nickel-boys


 

 

Susana 

Gichigami Hearts by Dr. Linda Grover 

 

Thanksgiving Resources: 
SPEAK OUT Rethinking Thanksgiving Toolkit  
As we approach the end of year holidays, many of us will have the opportunity to engage our 
families and loved ones in conversations about race. The Indigenous Solidarity Network has 
developed a toolkit to help white folks discuss Thanksgiving with family, friends, and broader 
community. Click here to view the toolkit.  
 

 

https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/gichigami-hearts
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cRHx2gA7UKw1W0GZyI8BvsLkyS6ElZhovw2AacsN4UFYb3MeNVUKBz38_xnOBTgNvib1AKHjbDg7XYY5ZonY0irjYg-mK7-z2Jx0sA4EIwKJkSxQrB_UBFWtuTp02H_MITOs4L3gGeYu7xPSXCxhELWg3i2K6r5427FFRHo_1sKeMvIjun6TfAMYJlC_I_FB3WNr3rYFxyvqBvxPFnUwvLm-pgUqBPUQcKzswZYcwfI-6g-00k5RABCdXbKllwFw&c=GpuB8-ULZuJc45PM5yWz1WOGIBcY-QAMqKV4JlIGtbN1JzdaT3iakQ==&ch=jMR7v3jRdSfGaxuQqGuRdqeRYl0Coa6wuf9YJdQRAeRTcFcYkb_eYA==
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