












































E. Major Curriculum 
(90 credits minimum) 

F. Electives 

What are the required courses 
in the major curriculum? 

Undergraduate Guide to the Technical Communication Major 

D. Continued 
Rhet - humanities courses: 1301, 1302, 1303, 1310, 1311,3370, 

3375,3381 
Th 1101,1102,1405,5171,5172,5173,5177,5178,5181, 

5182,5186 
VVoSt3103, 3501, 3502, 3701,5011 

Because of the numerous changes that occur in course numbers, 
titles, and content, a complete list of courses that fulfIll each of 
the above categories is difficult to maintain. Therefore, for 
approval of courses that do not appear on the above lists, consult 
the college office. 

Students must complete a minimum number of courses for the 
major in a variety of competency areas. The content falls under 
two main categories: communication, and science/technology. 
Recommended courses in each area of emphasis are listed below. 

Students will complete the remaining credits of the 190 required 
for graduation with electives of their choice. 

The Technical Communication major is divided into two areas of 
emphasis to reflect the communication and science and 
technology areas needed by the student. Certain core classes are 
required in each area with additional courses taken in the area 
you wish to emphasize further. 

Communication Emphasis 

There are six competency areas with required and recommended 
courses in each. All majors take the required courses; you 
choose recommended courses in the area you wish to gain more 
expertise. 
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Writing and Editing (14 credits minimum) 

Required: 
None 

Recommended: 
Rhet 3565 - Writing for Publication (4) 
Rhet 3572 - Grammatical Editing for Technical Writers (2) 
Rhet 5561 - Electronic Publishing (2) 
Rhet 5571 - Writing for Special Purposes: 

Newsletter (2) 
Grant and Proposal Writing (2) 
Policies and Procedures Manuals (2) 

Rhet 5581 - Document Design 
Comp 3014 - Writing for Quantitative Social Sciences (4) 
Comp 3015 - Writing about Science (4) 
Comp 3027 - Advanced Expository Writing (4) 
Comp 3050 - Topics in Advanced Composition (4) 
Eng15100 - Introduction to Professional Editing (4) 

Oral Communication (8 credits minimum) 

Required: 
Rhet 5257 - Scientific and Technical Presentations (4) 
Rhet 5258 - Interviewing: Dynamics of Face-to-Face 

Communication (4) 

Recommended: 
Rhet 3254 - Advanced Public Speaking (4) 
Spch 3201 - Introduction to Broadcast Production (4) 
Spch 3203 - Radio Production (4) 
Spch 3411 - Small Group Communication Process (4) 
or 

Rhet 3266 - Communication, Discussion in Small Group 
Decision Making (4) 
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Visual Communication (7 credits minimum) 

Required: 
Ind 1600 - Drafting (3) 

Recommended: 
Rhet 3101 - Functional Photography (4) 
Ind 1602 - Technical Design (3) 
Ind 1620 - Visual Communication Technology (3) 
Ind 1622 - Graphic Communication (3) 
Ind 3120 - Graphic Communication: Intennediate (Applied 

Photography) (3-9) 
Ind 3121 - Graphic Communication: Advanced 
Jour 1002 - Visual Communication (2) 
Dsgn 1521 - Color and Design (4) 
Dsgn 1523 - Visual Presentation (4) 
Dsgn 1525 - Two-Dimensional Design (4) 

Communication Systems (7 credits minimum) 

Required: 

None 

Recommended: 

Rhet 5165 - Studies in Organizational Communication, 
Conflict, and Change (4) 

Rhet 5170 - Managerial Communications (4) 
Rhet 5400 - Dissemination and Utilization of Infonnation (4) 
Rhet 5600 - Transfer of Technology (4) 
Spch 3111 - Leadership Communication (3) 
GC 3464 - Communicating in Organizations (4) 
or 
Spch 3441 - Communicating in Organizations (4) 
Pol 5704 - Organization Theory and Behavior (4) 
SW 5013 - Interdisciplinary Team Training in Health 

Services Delivery (4) 
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Communication Theory and Research (7 credits minimum) 

Required: 
Rhet 1220 - Principles of Human Communication (4) 
Rhet 3700 - Rhetorical Theory (4) 

Recommended: 
Clas 1045 - Basic Program in Technical Tenninology and 

Word Study (3) 
Eng13851- The English Language (4) 
Engl 3852 - Aspects of the English Language (4) 
Engl5815 - History of English Language (4) 
Engl5831 - American English (4) 
EPsy 5115 - Adult Learning and Educational Practice (4) 
EPsy 5240 - Principles and Methods of Evaluation (3) 
Jour 1001 - Introduction to Mass Communication (2) 
Ling 3001 - Introduction to Linguistics (5) 
Psy 3011 - Introduction to Psychology of Learning (4) 
Rhet 5160 - College Reading (4) 
Rhet 5500 - Research in Communication Strategies (4) 
Rhet 5531 - Technical Writing Course Development (2) 
Rhet 5541 - Readings in Scientific and Technical Prose (2) 
Spch 3601 - Approaches to Public Discourse (4) 
Spch 3431 - Role of Persuasion in the Modern World (4) 
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Philosophy and History of Science and Technology 
(7 credits minimum) 

Required: 
None 

Recommended: 
HMed 3001 - Doctors and Disease in History 
HMed 3002 - Medicine and Disease in History: 

17th-21st Centuries (4) 
HMed 3003 - Medicine and Disease in History: Modem (4) 
HSci 17xx - Technology and Western Civilization (4) 
HSci 18xx - Introduction to History of Science (4) 
Hum 1003 - Humanities in the Mordern World m 
Hum 3625 - Science and the Humanities (4) 
Phil 3601 - Scientific Thought (4) 
Phil 56xx - Philosophy of Science (4) 
Phil 5615 - Minds. Bodies. and Machines (4) 
Rhet 1303 - Modern Thought and the Impact of Evolution (4) 

Science and Technology Emphasis 

With the help of an advisor. you will select at least five 
additional classes in a scientific area to enhance your technical 
emphasis. Possible areas of emphasis are: 

Agriculture 
Engineering 
Forestry 
Health Sciences 

Cognitive Science 
Computer Science 
Food Science 
Home Economics 

You will explain your rationale for choosing certain courses and 
their experiences in the courses in two places: the advising 
portfolio and the marketing portfolio. 
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What is the Senior Seminar? 

What is involved in an 
internship? 

Undergraduate Guide to the Technical Communication Major 

Capstone Project (6-8 credits minimum) 

This project combines the two areas of emphasis into an . 
integrated experience. The following courses are required: 

Rhet 3582 - Senior Seminar (2) 
Rhet 5180 - Internship in Technical Communication (4-6) 

As a major, you will participate in a seminar course during your 
senior year to provide you an opportunity to integrate and apply 
your educational experiences to your upcoming nonacademic 
work, to learn how to work with others in a cooperative 
environment, and to build your self-confidence as you begin 
your job search. Specifically, you will discuss ethical issues and 
problems related to technical communication, and will examine 
the problem-solving strategies of professional communicators. 
Several group projects will be cOinpleted, as well as individual 
work. 

Students in the Technical Communication Program are required 
to complete at least one internship experience. The internship 
can not be completed until you are officially enrolled in the 
major. More than one internship may be done, but the additional 
internships will not receive course credit. For the main intern­
ship experience, you will do the following: 

• complete a contract detailing the duration, hours, duties, 
expectations, and other details of the internship 

• meet with the advisor a minimum of three times during 
the duration of the internship 

• submit a final internship report 
You can learn of internship opportunities by reading the notices 
posted on bulletin boards in the department, talking with your 
advisor and other instructors, and through personal research. 



Can you minor in this 
program? 
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A Technical Communication minor is offered to students who 
wish to augment their major by increasing their capability to 
communicate in their chosen field. It requires 30-32 credits in 
addition to the basic communication requirements of the college 
in which you are enrolled. You do not need to be enrolled in the 
College of Agriculture to minor in this program. 

Contact the Director of the Undergraduate Technical 
Communication Program in the Department of Rhetoric for 
assistance in planning a minor in technical communication. 

Required Courses: 

Rhet 1220 - Principles of Human Communication (4) 
Rhet 3572 - Grammatical Editing for Technical Writers (2) 
Rhet 5257 - Scientific and Technical Presentations (4) 
Rhet 5258 -Interviewing: Dynamics of Face-to-Face 

Communication (4) 
Rhet 5571 - Writing for Special Purposes (Must register for two 

quarters and complete 4 credits) 

Plus two courses from the following: 

Rhet 1160/5160 - College Reading (4) 
Rhet 3254 - Advanced Public Speaking (4) 
Rhet 3266 - Communication, Discussion in Small Group 

Decision Making (4) 
Rhet 5170 - Managerial Communications (4) 
Rhet 5561 - Advanced Editing Seminar: Electronic Publishing(2) 
Rhet 5565 - Writing for Publication (4) 
Rhet 5581 - Document Design (4) 
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Plus one course from the following: 

Rhet 1301 - Humanities: Modern Thought and the 
Enlightenment (4) 

Rhet 1302 - Humanities: Modern Thought and the Industrial 
Revolution (4) 

Rhet 1303 - Humanities: Modern Thought and the Impact of 
Evolution (4) 

Rhet 5541 - Readings in Scientific and Technical Prose (2)3 

NOTE: Courses used to fulfJ.11 All-College Requirements cannot 
be applied to this minor. 
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Enrichment Activities 

When you become a student in technical communication you are 
encouraged to participate in the following clubs and 
organizations: 

TEC-EASE, an acronym for Technical Communicators 
Expanding Associations, Scholarship, and Encouragement is an 
undergraduate club, sponsored by the Rhetoric Department, for 
graduates and undergraduates in technical communication and 
interested others. 

NAMA, or the National Agri-Marketing Association, is a 
national organization that has yearly competitions for marketing 
agricultural products. For the competition, students develop 
products and presentations meeting specific criteria designated 
by NAMA. 

Society for Technical Communication (STC), the umbrella 
professional organization for technical communication, offers 
student memberships. STC sponsors a journal, Technical 
Communication, and an annual conference, the ITCC 
(International Technical Communication Conference). The 
Rhetoric Department provides support for selected students to 
attend ITCC. 

Sigma Tau Chi (STX) is an honorary fraternity for outstanding 
students in technical communication programs, sponsored by 
STC. 

UROP is a University program allowing students to work in 
conjunction with faculty on faculty research. 
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Minnesota Technolog, a magazine sponsored by the Institute of 
Technology, is the product of undergraduate student writers, 
editors, and illustrators. The magazine publishes articles on 
research and innovations in science and technology, on public 
policy issures related to science and technology, and science 
fiction. Majors in technical communication have contributed 
articles and served as editors. 

The Minnesota Daily welcomes technical communication 
students, especially those interested in writing feature articles on 
research being conducted on the St. Paul campus. 

Computer Labs 

Students in the program have access to a variety of computing 
facilities. The University maintains computer labs around the 
campus with a variety of software and equipment. The Rhetoric 
Department maintains an assortment of software for use in its 
two departmental computer labs. You are encouraged to 
develop skills essential to the effective use of available 
computing equipment. 

The Rhetoric Word Processing Lab, located in 329 Haecker Hall, 
has IBM pes, ATs, Xerox 820s, and a Macintosh Plus, as well as 
a variety of word processing, database, graphics, and 
instructional design software. The Word Processing Lab is open 
to all majors. 
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The Rhetoric Macintosh Lab, in 302 Haecker Hall, is equipped 
with thirteen Apple Macintosh SE microcomputers and a variety 
of application programs. Computers in this lab may be used 
individually or linked as a local area network. The Macintosh 
Lab is for use only by authorized classes and for research work. 

Library Facilities 

The University library system includes the St. Paul Campus 
Library and the Biomedical, Wilson, and Walter Libraries in 
Minneapolis. These libraries house a large collection of books 
and journals, including those relevant to the study of communi­
cation, science, and technology. In addition there are a number 
of specialized school and departmental libraries. 

Housing 

The University maintains a ~ousing office which has listings of 
both on-campus and off-campus housing. For assistance write or 
call: 

Director, Housing Office 
Comstock Hall East 
210 Delaware St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
(612) 624-2994 

Students currently in the Program are another valuable source of 
housing information. The University operates a phone number 
for General Information at (612) 625-5000. 

31 



32 

Undergraduate Guide to the Technical Communication Major 

Financial Aid 

Financial aid for students is available in the fonn of grants, loans, 
scholarships, and work-study. To apply for financial aid through 
the Office of Student Financial Aid, students must obtain an 
application packet and complete the American College Testing 
Program's Family Financial Statement (ACT-FFS) and all other 
required documents. The application packet has further 
infonnation and deadlines. 

Some of the types of financial aid available are 

• Pell Grant Program 
• Minnesota State Scholarship and Grant-in-Aid Program 
• College Work-Study Program 
• Perkins Loan Program 
• Guaranteed Student Loan (GSL) 
• Supplemental Loans for Students (SLS) 
• Loans for Parents (PLUS) 
• Student Educational Loan Fund (SELF) 
• University scholarships, grants, and loans 

For an application packet and more infonnation, contact the 
Office of Student Financial Aid. The St. Paul campus office, 
which offers limited service is in 

197 Coffey Hall 
1420 Eckles Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55108. 

The Minneapolis campus office is in 

210 Fraser Hall 
106 Pleasant Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

or call (612) 624-1665. 
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Health Services 

The University's Boynton Health Service provides medical and 
dental care for students enrolled in the University. The St. Paul 
campus office is located at 

109 Coffey Hall 
1420 Eckles Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55108 
(612) 624-7700 

In addition, the facilities of the University Hospital and Medical 
School are available for surgical and major medical needs. 
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Becker, Sandra J. 

Bennett, J. Michael 

Connolly, James E. 

Duin, Ann Hill 

Ferguson, Richard W. 

Horberg, Richard O. 

Hayes, Laurie S. 

McDowell, Earl E. 

Mikelonis, Victoria M. 
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M.A. in English, Pennsylvania State University 
B.A. in English, University ofWisconsin-Eau Claire 

Ed.D. in Reading Education, 
University of Georgia 
M.A.E. in English Education, 
University of Florida 

Ph.D. in Speech Communication, 
University of Minnesota 
M.A. in Speech Communication, 
University of Minnesota 

Ph.D. in English Education, University of Minnesota 
M.A. in English Education, University of Minnesota 

Ph.D. in American Studies, University of Minnesota 
M.A. in English, North Dakota State University 

Ph.D. in American Studies, University of Minnesota 
M.A. in English, University of Minnesota 

Ph.D. in Communication Arts, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
M.A. in Speech, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Ph.D. in Speech Communication, University of Nebraska 
M.A. in Speech Communication, West Virginia University 

Ph.D. in Language & Literature, 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
M.A. in Language & Literature, 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania 



Pearsall, Thomas E. 

Schuelke, David 

Walzer, Arthur E. 
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Ph.D. in English, University of Denver 
M.A. in English, University of Texas 

Ph.D. in Communication, Purdue University 
M.A. in Rhetoric, University of Illinois 

Ph.D. in English, University of Minnesota 
M.A. in English, University of Minnesota 
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