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BLACK IS: 

Dealing with Blackmen. Black is get­
ting "kicked in your ass11 and bouncing 
back up! 

Caryn Allen 

BLACK IS: 

A reflection; a reflection with pride. 

Floyd Barr 

BLACK IS: 

Being together; being your real self; 
having fro's and being cool, but not 
too cool or too together -- not being 
too cool to help your fellow Black 
Brothers or sisters -- Black is! 

Keith Beeshnell 

BLACK IS: 

Going to college, and graduating with 
a Masters Degree, and not being able 
to get a job. 

Celia Bivens 
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BLACK IS: 

Reading in the newspaper and it say­
ing help wanted 11Equal Opportunity11 

when you go there it was just taken 
by a white brawd. 

Gretta Brown 

BLACK IS: 

Black -- Black is me and I should 
only love that which is me. 

Steve Clardy 

BLACK IS: 

Black men and women and children 
altogether in one community who got 
everything together and have soul; 
and are proud of being Black -- stick 
up for your rights and say it out 
with a real true meaning that you are 
Black and show you care about your­
self. 

Tanya Clark 
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BLAC-i.Z IS: 

The color of my brothervs face. 
The strength iri T1!'J father's arms. 
Anci the warmth in my mother's 
heart. 

BLACi.{ IS: 

vfaen Black brothers and sisters 
have knowledge of themselves. 

BLACK IS: 

When a brother can leave the blue 
eye devils women and come home to 
his Black queens. 

ELAC::.i( IS : 

Black is Beautiful! 

Sterline Coleman 
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BLACK IS: 

Wi1en my father transferred up here 
to St. Paul to continue to work 
for this company he has worked far 
-- for fifteen years as a cook, and 
the only Black cook there, now 
they are trying to fire him. Why? 
Because we've been up here for two 
years now and he 1 s been cooking in 
that kitchen for two years and the 
white peopl_e just found out he was 
Black. 

l3LACI< IS z 

Black is also my mother staying 
behind hir.1 with the rest of our 
friends saying he ain't going 
to quit. 

Sandy Crowe 

BlACK. IS; 

Doing it and doing it good whatever 
it may be. 

Wayne Crowe 
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BLACK IS: 

The Black man just being himself and 
nobody els es. 

Michael Curum 

BLACK IS: 

Trying to find a good paying ~~b. 

Being on welfare. 

Bobby Darnes 

BLACK rs~ 

Being hip, up on fashion~ wee 
hair in a natural, and the wt 
say, i;oh how gross / 1 and ther: 
him 2 days later with his hai 
ours. And him saying man we' 
groovy. 

Joyce Durhan-
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BLACK IS: 

Sticking your foot up a Nigger's Ass. 

Tyrone Durham 

BLACK IS: 

Me and Ivm proud of it. 

Rodney Edwards 

BLACK IS: 

Being right but said to be wrong by 
the white's. 

Larry Glass 

BLACK IS: 

Going to an all Black school with all 
Black teachers and learning how Black 
you really are. 

Peggy Halloway 

6 



BLACK IS: 

Basic, realistic. Black is me and 
Black is you. Black is two people, 
a man and a woman. Black is movement. 
Black is understanding. Black is 
dominant and here to stay. Black is 
the mood in all colors. A mood of 
happiness. 

Janice Guyton 

BLACK IS: 

The color of your skin and my skin and 
the color of your eyes and when the 
night comes up everybody's gonna rise 
••. and the stars in the sky. 
Black is beautiful and that's no lie. 

Trent Harris 

BLACK IS~ 

Walking home from the cleaners with 
your clothes and not get busted for 
stealing them. 

R. Hudson 
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BLACK IS: 

r1y baby's tears when he cries in hun­
ger, his smile when he sees his father, 
his quietness in his sleep, his future 
real _and deep •.• 

BLAC'".LZ IS : 

A sistervs smile, a brother's rap, 
a nations shout for freedom, the 
love we should share ••• 

BLACK IS: 

Sunlight~ mornings bright, summer 
warm, mother, father~ sisters, and 
brothers, school, home and church. 

Ann Hicks 

BLACK IS: 

YOU! 

Toni Kemp 
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BLACK IS: 

Struggling for a better society 
around us. 

BLACK IS: 

Black is wanting equality. 

BLACK IS: 

Black is reaching out your hand to 
help another Black person. 

Barbara Hicks 

BLACK IS: 

Expressing yourself the way you are 
and not by the way others think you 
should be. 

BLACK IS: 

The Black women are beautiful because 
she don't betray her love for the 
other races • 

Dianna Hughes 
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BLACK IS: 

A life full of hopes and dreams, that 
are always put back by the white man's 
scheme's. 

BLACK IS: 

Black is not -- just a color of your 
skin. 

BLACK IS: 

Black is a together mind. 

Victoria Hicks 

BLACK IS: 

Where my father has worked washing 
cars 1 and now 21 years later he's 
waxing them. 

Tim McKinney 

\ BLACR IS: 

/ Something I'm trying to understand. 

Jesse L. Price 
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BLACK IS: 

Being together with o.ne another and 
loving our sisters and brothers. 

BLACK IS:· 

Being proud to be built and have 
beautiful black natural features. 

BLAC.i.{ IS: 

Waiting every month for that welfare 
check to buy the needed. 

BLACK IS: 

Beirig mad at our brothers and then 
making up and jive a little. 

BLACK IS: 

Having the same opportunity as the 
whiteman. 

·BLACK. IS: 

Being_ proud to be called a ';niggern 
and knowing what we are and where 
we're coming fr~m. 

·Chris-Nunn 
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BLACK IS: 

Being oppreosed and knowing it -­
my mind my ttoughts and my heart. 

Fareda Denise Pearson 

BLACK IS: 

Working in white peoples homes for 
8 hours a day for a dollar an hour 
and 40 dollars a week. 

Gail Porter 

BLACK IS: 

Going to the beach and having a good 
laugh at whitey trying to be Black 
like us and knowing his will peel off 
and ours is permanent. 

Scooter--

BLACK IS: 

When my father started out driving 
trucks for a white man. Now my 
father owns 8 of his own trucks, and 
has Black and white men working for 
him. 

12 Walter Smit~ 



BLACK IS: 

Slaving for hundred of years and being 
told you're nobody and nothing and 
then being told you're somebody and 
you're something. (Maybe that's the 
reason sone of us can't get together)! 

BLACK IS: 

Being constantly harassed by the 
police and all the time the upper c 
class white people are believing 
you've been dealt with fairly. 

Michael Smith 

BLACK IS: 

Being born to a life that has 
already been determined no matter how 
hard you try you're only going to go 
as far as the white man will let you. 
If you go beyond his limits you may 
not live to go beyond anyone else's. 

Joyce Thomas 
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BLACK IS: 

Being thought of as the underdog 
of the Society that we now live 
in. 

John Thompson 

ELA.CK IS: 

When a white man calls you a 
nigger! 

Lerno Thompson 

BLACK IS: 

Knowing the oeaning of what 
you are. 

George Tillman 
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BLACK IS: 

Proud of your color no matter 
hcr-w much people discriminate 
against you or how light or 
dark your color of Black Is! 

Rosie Urman 

BLACK IS: 

All in your mind. Black is 
not being ashame of your color. 
Black is being very suspicious 
of whitey. Black is being to­
gether:- Black is sweet, tears, 
and blood. Black is always 
moving. 

Josephine Weaver 

BLACK IS: 

Walking down Iglehart with 
friends after school 5 thatis 
what Black is. 

Betty Woods 
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BLACK IS: 

Being proud of Blackness, a 
new born Black baby, living 
like Black people, trying 
to reach the mountain top. 

BLACK IS: 

Getting an education and 
showing the white man we can 
express our feelings and 
be united as Black men. 

BLACK IS: 

Asking Mom for some hot 
biscuits and some molasses. 
Black is coming up from the 
South in 1958 and wanting to 
go back in '71. 

BLACK IS: 

Trying to make your connnunity 
look beautiful to everyone. 

Donald Williams 
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BLACK IS: 

Looking out Central's window 
back into your Black community, 
checking things out. 

BLACK IS: 

Having 1:0 gc to the ,.ck door 
of a restaurant in the south. 

BLACK IS: 

Paying your last respects to 
a brotl:er er sist~r when he or 
she has pas&ed away. 

Donald Williams 

BLACK IS 

Having to protect yourself 
against your pride, race, 
and color. 

Connie Woods 
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