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“Enger Plower” Pushes to First

Place in Duluth Snowplow Naming
Contest By: Evan Leebens

Receiving 509 of the 1,890 votes cast in Duluth’s first annual snowplow naming contest,
“Enger Plower” came out on top as the clear winner, followed by “Snow Dozer” with 271 votes. A fan
favorite, “Plowbunga” arrived in third place with 232 votes.

Contest winner Joseph Kueny received his first place prize, a ride in the passenger seat
of the plow during its debut in '
The Christmas City of the North
Parade on November 22nd. “l was
just trying to think of a Duluth
pun.” Kueny cites as his source
of inspiration for the name,
referencing the Enger Tower in West
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only about a year, and also plans to
move out of the city and state in the
near future. Talk about a transient s e
local legend! e N7 e

With the introduction “ Image By:"Keenan Anderson
of Enger Plower, Duluth has 37
snowplows in its blizzard battling arsenal. Enger Plower will be assigned to the Duluth Heights
area, a place Duluth snowplow driver Jim Olson claims as his favorite plowing route. Jim has been
a snowplow driver for the city of Duluth for over 28 years, enduring long hours, early mornings,
and many a sore butt. “A normal plow day is 13 [hours], a big snow event is 16 [hours]... | get up at
1:00 am, I'm here at 2:00 am.” According to Jim, more snow makes for more “fun” snowplowing, so
hopefully this year's winter will conjure more flakes than the last. Still, maybe even Jim would prefer
less than the winter of 2022. “Two years ago we got our asses handed to us. To put it plain and
simple... those were the biggest banks I've ever seen.”

During an exclusive interview with The Lake Freighter, Mayor Roger Reinert revealed which
name he voted for in the naming contest, along with some new protocol regarding parking after a
large snow event. “I loved Plowus Maximus,” the Mayor confessed, rooting for the name that got 39
votes, the least out of all names in the contest. Besides the shiny new snowplow from Grand Rapids,
Reinert reported Duluth has also “... totally revamped the snow emergency ordinance this year,” So
how do we know what to do with our cars during significant snowfall?

“When we call a snow emergency, Step 1 is: do nothing. Park where you're supposed to park,
and we're gonna plow the other side of the street. Step 2: move to the other side of the street, we
come back and plow that side. And then Step 3 is: go home.” More information on this new ordinance
can be found hanging around campus, as well as on the city of Duluth site at https://duluthmn.gov/
snow/. In order to draft these changes, the City of Duluth worked closely with snowplow drivers for
their expertise, taking advice on how to handle massive amounts of snow on the road. The snow
emergency response in previous years proved to be tedious to all involved, causing confusion that
resulted in unplowed roadways. “People take their frustrations out on the plow drivers,” the Mayor
reminds us, “These are your winter heroes, because they go out in the middle of the night and try to
get our streets cleaned while we're still at home, hopefully warm in bed.” Thank you to all snowplow
drivers, and good luck for the upcoming snowy season!

The State of Dwelling in Duluth

By: Tony Gonzalez

There is an inherent contradiction between the roles of landlord and renter, with both groups
needing each other to maintain their living. Over 39% of Duluth rents, equating to over 15,000 housing
units like apartments, single family homes, and duplexes. Half of these housing units are owned by
rental property groups, and the rest by independent landlords. It seems that markets and land owners
have the upper hand when leasing a living space, which is why DyAnna Grondahl, Senior Organizer for
Take Action Minnesota and Leader of Duluth Tenants Union, is helping to give renters a voice at the
table.

“Calling what's happening in Duluth a housing crisis is incredibly insufficient to describe
what's happening,” Grondal explains. This discrepancy lies in the traditional context of what is consid-
ered to be a crisis. Sure, the larger system is under an immense amount of strain, but DyAnna argues
there are more concrete factors at play when it comes to housing in Duluth like affordability, availabil-
ity, and livability.

Grondal pins affordability as the largest barrier in renting, frequently mentioned in housing
surveys given by the Duluth Tenants Union. “Rents really started skyrocketing across the country
in 2014, and Duluth is not immune to that,” It may seem obvious, but renters are not alone when it
comes to prices rising, or even doubling over the years. Even with financial means, it may be difficult
to find a living space. Duluth exists in a slight purgatory, experiencing a shortage of housing while
simultaneously having a high vacancy rate. This being said, “It is incredibly expensive to develop
in Duluth,” she adds, with multiple watersheds connected to Lake Superior, varied landscapes on
hillsides, and winter-proofing needed in new developments. This complicates the entire construction
process for any prospective development efforts. As the structural integrity of houses struggles to
maintain inhabitants, livability falters. 50% of homes in Duluth were built before 1940, compared to
16% at the national level. This means, as some of you have experienced,

housing units literally falling apart. The Duluth Tenant's Union is making efforts to lead “renter
mobilized and renter supported repairs” in the new year.

Tenants and landowners must work together in order to preserve current housing units,
alongside the city’s preparations to build more housing. In terms of climate refuge, Duluth is a hot
name. Grondal says we need to “not just house the folks who are here, but prepare for the folks who
are moving here... without displacing poor and working class folks.”

New renters are encouraged to read the lease alongside people they will be living with.
Though it may seem daunting to those who have never rented before, the renting process should be
open, constructive, and honest. If you have any difficulties regarding renting, feel free to contact the
Duluth Tenant's Union on Instagram @duluthtenants or email them at duluthtenants@gmail.com.

Volunteers Drive Food Forward
By: Oliver Yehlik

My name is Oliver Yehlik, and | am currently serving as an AmeriCorps VISTA at UMD. The
VISTA program started in 1965 with a mission to alleviate poverty nationally. In my role, | focus on
building relationships with the Duluth community and reducing barriers to volunteerism for students
while enjoying time off-campus with local organizations.

One organization I've spent many hours with is Food Forward, an initiative of the Duluth
Center for Women & Children. Food Forward provides healthy, semi-prepared meals in Duluth’s Central
Hillside neighborhood.

Andrew, a UMD student who volunteers in the kitchen with Food Forward each Monday, told
me that the First Ladies of the Hillside were very welcoming, caring, and showed him how he could
help. He said, “It is very easy to come back every week.”

One of the First Ladies, Amber, says Food Forward couldn’t provide meals to all the folks they
serve without the support of volunteers. She loves working with volunteers and “building connections
with people | might not have met if not for our common interest.”

You can sign-up to volunteer with Food Forward on the Head of the Lakes United Way
Volunteer Center at z.umn.edu/foodforwardsignup. If you'd like to discuss possible service
opportunities for yourself or your club, please reach out by email (yehli004@d.umn.edu) or schedule a
check-in wit me at z.umn.edu/yehlik.

Cramps Hurt, Period. By: Gus Ulm

On Nov 13th, the Society of Women Engineers
(SWE) hosted a fundraiser in Kirby Garage featuring devices
that simulated the feeling of period cramps. Students who
wished to participate were required to pay a $3 fee, or
provide a donation of feminine hygiene products. Providing
support and promoting awareness to menstrual health
initiatives, all money and products raised from the event
were donated to local shelters by SWE.

Period cramps were simulated on participants by
using a transcutaneous electrical nerve simulation (TENS)
device that was attached to participants’ stomachs, and
lasted for about 2-3 minutes. Two of the TENS devices were
set up for the event, and students were encouraged to go
in pairs to see how much of the induced pain they could
tolerate.

Participating students Johnathan Schrom and
Sydney Wilson were asked to give comment on their
experience with the TENS device. As for how the pain
compared to the real thing, Sydney commented that “It hurt
like normal...but when they first turned it on it just felt like someone tickling you, it was very strange”.
Johnathan remarked that he thought that he would have been able to make it further up the pain
scale, but had to stop short. Bystanders who had experienced period cramps before asked him if
he'd be able to do various tasks given the pain he was in. Reflecting on this thought experiment, he
concludes, “I'd just lay down all day”.

Wooly Wanderings By: otis chill

After three weeks of
evading capture, 8 month
old Brad the Sheep has
been returned home. The
vigilant mutton set himself
on the loose while being
transported to Two Harbors
from Carlton. Covering
an impressive amount of
ground, Brad was spotted
at the Gleensheen Mansion
near the Miller Hill Mall, Lake
Breeze Resort just inland from
Brighton Beach, and various
front yards spanning across 48
miles.

At first, it seemed as if Brad was
aimlessly lost in the hills of the
Iron Range, but his intentions were
soon made clear; He was making
his way back home. Finally,
just a 15 minute drive
from Carlton, Brad was
temporarily tranquilized
by veterinarian Ryan
Osvold, and returned
to his home in Carlton.
The self asserted local
legend is back where
he belongs, with his twin
sister and mother alongside
lambhood friends.

lllustration By Emma Scholes



Duluth Creators By: Max Ulm

In this issue, we wanted to highlight the people who are making positive
waves in our community through their creative endeavors. All of these creative
people help enrich the community we all live in, and we hope you check them out!

The Light Skin Pod

The Light Skin Podcast is based in the Twin Ports, seeking to have real and authentic
conversations with people throughout the region. The podcast has brought on guests from the area
such as Duluth Mayor Roger Reinert, Duluth City Council members, and Duluth Fire Chief Shawn Kriza;.
Pez Davila started the podcast in January of 2024, and eventually brought in his friend Joe Macor to
operate the production of the show. Since then, they have produced over 34 episodes of their podcast,
along with some reviews of local restaurants and breweries.

The podcast hopes to highlight known individuals from our community, who people may only
see in their professional career setting, in order to get to know them on a more personal level. When
| reached out to Pez Davila, he told me that he chose the name for the podcast not in regards to skin
color, but rather representing transparency and realness regarding conversation. The podcast hopes
that listeners learn more about the power of conversation, and how prejudgement of individuals takes
away from building relationships with one another.

They air all of their episodes on YouTube, and you can find them by searching “Light Skin
Pod”. Check them out on YouTube, and all of their other social media platforms!

C U Next Tuesday

In late August of 2024, the punk band C U Next Tuesday was born here in Duluth with Front
Woman Sophie Hiroko, Guitarist Kyle Barden, Bassist Swerty, and Drummer Al Panchyshyn. Since then
the band has started taking the city by storm after their debut show on November 10th.

| got the chance to reach out to Front Woman Sophie Hiroko and when explaining why the
band formed she said, “I had the idea to create a riot grrl band in Duluth, because the demographic
of the local music scene continues to be cisgender, heterosexual, white male dominated. Although
the local punk scene has a couple dominant queer/femme voices; like Mara Lovejoy and the now
disbanded Roadside Casino, there is a major lack in queer/femme representation overall.”

C U Next Tuesday falls perfectly into the Riot Grrrl genre through their loud, female-fronted
punk rock. They draw their musical inspiration from many different Riot Grrrl groundbreakers like
Bikini Kill, Bratmobile, Amyl and the Sniffers, to local acts like Mara Lovejoy and Bellerpuss, who their
drummer plays for aswell.

C U Next Tuesday is also planning on releasing their music on streaming platforms in 2025.
You can catch them here in Duluth as they will be headlining New Year's Eve at Wusso’s Concert
Cafe on December 31st! If you want to catch them earlier they will be performing at Como Backdoor
in Minneapolis on December 20th. Check them out on Instagram to keep tabs on when they’ll be
performing next!

When going to their show you can expect a mosh pit, loud female rage, lots of fun, and a zero-
tolerance-for-creeps-zone. “| want to ensure that our audience feels comfortable, the gals/queers/poc
can be in the front, and that nobody feels unsafe. Earplugs encouraged, always” says Sophie Hiroko.

Peer Picks

We asked some students around campus for their personal picks
for music, books, movies, paintings, etc., for what they suggest
other students should check out. Here's what they chose!

Maxwell J. Olson - MOVIE

“Starship Troopers. I've probably watched that movie ten times,
not even an exaggeration, just repeat. It's just crazy, it's in space
fighting bugs, carnage everywhere. That's my only explanation.”

KUIUNATION

Ashlee Johnson - ALBUM

“You'll Be Alright Kid by Alex Warren. He was a big hype house
member, he was one of the better ones. Now he is really heavily
into the music industry and he just released an album and | think
it's really good, and | wish more people listened to him.”

Adam Gyura - ALBUM

“The Division Bell by Pink Floyd. It's just such a beautiful piece of
music and | don’t want to be all hippie and say it's life changing,
but it's a really great piece of music history.”

If You Know You Know

We also asked students to answer random questions without telling them if they got it right. As for
the correct answers? If you know, you know.

What does purple shampoo do?

“Bleach your hair?”

“Cleans your hair and smells good, that’s what it does. It’s meant to smell good and clean
your hair.”

“Is it for hair dye?” E
What are french tips?

“Isn’t that one nails? Like when they make the tip white?”
“Oh... is that when you color the tip of your hair?”
What is a blowout?

“I'm assuming it’s probably hair.”

“Uhhh... When a team loses super hard”

“You want a pg answer? Is it a hair term?”

What are the sizes of tampons?

“No idea... 1 inch, 2 inch, 3 inch?”

What is a pap smear?

“T know it’s something they do at a gynecologist.”
“I should know this one, I know, it'’s when you go to a gynecologist and they take a sample
and they test it.”

“Oh my god I've heard this before, I don’t know what it is... It sounds so familiar. I'm
drawing a blank. I don’t know, I plead dumb.”

Want to advertise, write, design
graphics, or contribute towards
local and student led journalism?
Scan this barcode to contact us!

Breaking the Silence on Finals
Qulet Hours By: Keegan Andersmith

At midnight on December 6th, a mass enforced silence will be burdened upon the residents
of all on-campus living spaces, for the season of finals is upon us. Be warned, as Resident Advisors
of dormitory units will be scouring stairwells and joyriding in elevators, prowling for campus dwellers
who are interrupting deep-work study sessions. Any dorm inhabitant who may raise their existential
clamor above a decibel level that penetrates the thick walls of the Griggs Q block, or produces hubbub
that travels through the rancid sink pipes of the 7th floor of Lake Superior Hall will quickly earn an
open correspondence case with a Residence Director. The worst rumored punishment of all concerns
one fateful night of an Oakland B resident, who was required to shovel the entirety of Griggs Beach
after ululating while watching UFC 269. Keep this in mind before you even think of belting out a
“boomshakalaka” when Shavkat Rakhmonov sons lan Garry at UFC 310 this weekend.

Listen to me, for I am a former inhabitant of these cochlearly coerced spaces. You are at risk
to the horrors of becoming a nuisance, and must avoid all possible forms of punishment. You may not
loudly stomp, shout, or vibrate during any hour of the day. Cook silently and clank free. Be cautious of
loud ceramic toilets and their echoes. For the love of all that is noisy, do NOT slam your door. If you
have an encounter with your Resident Advisor, please be courteous to them by putting away your beer
cans and Jack Daniel’s bottles where they will not make as much noise before answering the door,
alongside reviewing campus alcohol policy. | do acknowledge the possibility your RA is just doing
their job, and thus, they cannot be condemned for enforcing the regulations they are obligated to. |
urge residents to keep all noise at a bare minimum during this dire but temporary living arrangement,
although the 3rd and 4th floor of the library are perfectly quiet spaces designed for studying and

working in silence during the day. A Slight Fishunderstanding
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Hey, think you could clean thege figh for me?
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Sup erbowl Bust By: Reilly Heidelberg

In a season where the majority of sports analysts, commentators, and know-it-all fans had
written the Minnesota Vikings off before the season had even started, the Purple People Eaters
sit pretty at a 10-2 record through 12 weeks of play. A “rebuild year” is what we've been constantly
hearing leading up to the 2024-2025 season, yet here we are in December talking about this team po-
tentially making a deep playoff run that could shake the whole league. Now, how is head coach Kevin
0'Connell priming this team to make a Super Bowl run?

First off, one has to mention the team culture that KOC has cultivated in only his third season
holding the reins of the Purple. In post-game locker room videos, one can clearly see the energy that
KOC brings to this organization, with his animated speeches praising his team and game balls being
thrown around to those whose play stood out. This is an energy this team hasn’t seen since Brett
Favre's wonder year in 2009, which ended with the Vikings one game short of the Super Bowl.

When talking about the Vikings' roster, obviously the first name to be mentioned is future Hall of Fame
wide receiver Justin Jefferson, who by just being on the field changes how an opposing defense

plays ball. Besides Jettas, this offense is stacked with the likes of veteran running back Aaron Jones,
the versatile tight end T.J Hockenson, up-and-comer wideout Jordan Addison and the sneakily good
receiver Jalen Nailor. Not to mention quarterback Sam Darnold, who has seen his career become revi-
talized by KOC's quarterback rehabilitation program. But if you know ball, then you know that defense
wins championships, and this defense is historically good. Ranking top-10 overall with a defensive
scheme that utterly confuses opposing offenses makes it extremely difficult for teams to gameplan
against the Vikes, because they simply have no idea what to expect when game time comes.

Maybe I'm just an overly optimistic Vikings fan suffering from a case of wishful thinking,
nevertheless, | can't help but feel confident about this team. On any given NFL Sunday a team can win,
and if you're not playing to win the whole damn thing, then why play at all? Every season is Super Bowl
or bust, that's the name of the game.

CLASSIFIEDS

Tutor Needed
I'm a student looking for a tutor
that can help me with my Advanced
Fundamentals of Bowling

position isn't paid, let it be a
stepping stone in your future
career by learning valuable skills
and experience in the field of
marketing. To apply please reach
out to our Hiring Manager at
ulm00006@d.umn.edu

There will be prizes for the top
three dishes.

FOR SALE

+ Honda lawnmower for sale call
218-555-1256 and ask for Dan

homework this semester. If you,
or anyone you know, can help me
understand the aerodynamics of
bowling and the history of bowling
alleys please contact me at 248-
434-5508.

Artist Needed
Here at Frozen In Time Taxidermy,
we are looking for a taxidermy
artist that specializes in doing
taxidermy on individuals that have
recently passed away which will
be made into home decoration
pieces. If you feel that you're a
good fit please email your resume
to FITTaxidermy@gmail.com.

Marketing Opening
The Lake Freighter is looking for an
employee who has a deep passion
for marketing. This position entails
promoting our newspaper outside
of the library through “sign-
spinning” for 40-60 hours each
week. Although this

LOST AND FOUND

* My Honda lawnmower was

stolen in the middle of my monthly
mowing session. If found, please
return this family heirloom to me by
calling 218-728-3627

* | lost 35 cents underneath the
vending machine in that one
hallway by the chemistry building.

* | am an Education major and | lost
my V card. Please contact me if
found so | can complete my set of
alphabet flashcards. Call 281-666-
1819

EVENTS

Mystery Meat Potluck
On December 12th, The Beef
Brotherhood will be hosting a
mystery meat potluck at Chester
Park at 2pm, sponsored by FIT
Taxidermy. Bring your best dish to
share, no questions will be asked.

* Multicolor duck-horse fur suit

for sale, head and body included.

Contact furrylova22@hotmail.com
* Free couch avaliable, lightly shat.
Pickup on corner of N 19th Ave E.

DATING

Single Cat Dad
Hi there! My name is Rocky A.
Beauson, | am a 44 1/2 year old
single cat dad looking for a feline
loving female. | nurture three
precious little kits, and they are
my life force. | currently live in my
parent’s house, and | don’t own
a car, so you need to be able to
transport me where | need to go if
my mom is not available. Half of my
networth is invested into various
cryptocurrencies, so | might be
rich someday to treat a princess
like yourself. | am the one for you.
Please, please call me at 505-503-
4455.



