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3. Caucasian, 1991-94 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

1991 1992 1993 1994 Total 

Alleged Victims 19,074 20,203 20,039 19,270 79,216 

Determined Victims 6,876 7,394 7,090 6,360 27,720 

Percentage of Determinations 36 37 35 33 35 

• Out of79,216 alleged Caucasian victims, 27,720 were determined (35 percent): 
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• Caucasian children represent the largest percentage of determined victims 
(approximately 65 percent), but have the lowest determination rate (33-37 percent). 

Caucasian Victims, 1991-1994 
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4. African American, 1991-94 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

1991 1992 1993 1994 Total 

Alleged Victims 4,079 4,387 5,752 5,980 20,198 

Determined Victims 1,768 2,004 2,273 2,393 8,438 

Percentage of Determinations 43 46 40 40 42 
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• Out of 20,198 alleged African American victims, 8,438 were determined ( 42 per­
cent). 

• African American victims represent less than 20 percent of the determined victims 
in Minnesota, but had the second highest determination rate ( 40-46 percent). 

African American Victims, 1991-1994 
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5. Native American, 1991-94 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

1991 1992 1993 1994 Total 

Alleged Victims 1,889 1,989 1,925 2,104 7,907 

Determined Victims 909 954 870 866 3,599 

Percentage of Determinations 48 48 45 41 46 
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• Out of 7,907 alleged Native American victims, 3,599 were determined (46 per­
cent). 

• While Native American victims represent less than 9 percent of determined 
victims in Minnesota, they had the highest determination rate ( 41-48 percent). 
However, the percentage of determinations decreased from 48 percent in 1991 to 
41 percent in 1994. 

Native American Victims, 1991-1994 
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6. Asian, 1991-94 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

1991 1992 1993 1994 Total 

Alleged Victims 504 482 524 537 2,047 

Determined Victims 217 210 195 206 828 

Percentage of Determinations 43 44 37 38 40 

• Out of 2,047 alleged Asian victims, 828 were determined (40 percent). 

• Percentage of determinations for Asian victims decreased from 43 percent in 1991 
to 38 percent in 1994. 

Asian Victims, 1991-1994 
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7. Hispanic Heritage, 1991-94 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

1991 1992 1993 1994 Total 

Alleged Victims 964 1,032 1,195 1,451 4,642 

Determined Victims 424 406 478 598 1,906 

Percentage of Determinations 44 39 40 41 41 

• Out of 4,642 alleged victims of Hispanic heritage, 1,906 were determined (41 per­
cent). 

• Percentage of determinations for victims of Hispanic heritage (39-44 percent) were · 
slightly higher than the average percentage of determinations in Minnesota (37-39 
percent). However, their percentage of determinations decreased from 44 percent 
in 1991 to 41 percent in 1994. 

Victims with Hispanic Heritage, 1991-1994 
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IV. THE SEVEN METROPOLITAN COUNTIES* 

1. The Seven Metropolitan Counties, 1991-93 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

1991 1992 1993 Total 

Alleged Victims 14,343 15,089 16,753 46,185 

Determined Victims 5,682 6,565 6,379 18,626 

Percentage of Determinations 40 44 38 40 
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• The seven metropolitan counties (Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, 
Scott, and Washington) represented 55 percent of the State's total allegations of 
maltreatment and 58 percent of the State's total number of determinations of mal­
treatment over the three years 1991 through 1993. 

• The percentage of determinations in the seven metropolitan counties ( 40 percent in 
1991, 44 percent in 1992, and 38 percent in 1993) was higher than the percentage 
of determinations for the State as a whole (38 percent in 1991, 39 percent in 1992, 
and 37 percent in 1993). 

The Seven Metropolitan Counties, 1991-1993 
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* 1993 was the last year for which data for the seven metropolitan counties were available. 
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2. Anoka County, 1991-93 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

1991 1992 1993 Total 

Alleged Victims 1,147 1,149 1,214 3,510 

Determined Victims 401 490 503 1,394 

Percentage of Determinations 35 43 41 40 
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• Out of 3,510 allegations of maltreatment in Anoka County, 1,394 were determined 
( 40 percent). The percentage of determinations ( 40 percent) was slightly higher 
than the average percentage of determinations of maltreatment in Minnesota (38 
percent). 

• Percentage of determinations in Anoka County increased from 35 percent in 1991 
to 41 percent in 1993. 

Anoka County Victims, 1991-1993 
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3. Carver County, 1991-93 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

1991 1992 1993 Total 

Alleged Victims 155 122 163 440 

Determined Victims 56 64 78 198 

Percentage of Determinations 36 52 48 45 
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• Out of 440 allegations of maltreatment in Carver County, 198 were determined ( 45 
percent). The percentage of determinations (45 percent) was substantially higher 
than the average percentage of determinations in Minnesota (38 percent). 

• Percentage of determinations in Carver County continuously increased from 36 
percent in 1991 to 48 percent in 1993. 

Carver County Victims, 1991-1993 
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4. Dakota County, 1991-93 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

1991 1992 1993 Total 

Alleged Victims 1,469 1,432 1,390 4,291 

Determined Victims 585 576 581 1,742 

Percentage of Determinations 40 40 42 41 
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• Out of 4,291 allegations of maltreatment in Dakota County, 1,742 were determined 
(41 percent). The percentage of determinations (41 percent) was slightly higher 
than the average percentage of determinations of maltreatment in Minnesota (38 
percent). 

• Percentage of determinations in Dakota County held somewhat steady ( 40-42 
percent) over three years. 

Dakota County Victims, 1991-1993 
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5. Hennepin County, 1991-93 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

1991 1992 1993 Total 

Alleged Victims 8,196 9,000 10,736 27,932 

Determined Victims 3,048 3,692 3,542 10,282 

Percentage of Determinations 37 41 33 37 
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• The number of alleged and determined maltreatment victims in Hennepin County 
represented almost a third of the total number of alleged and determined victims in 
Minnesota. 

• Out of 27,932 allegations of maltreatment in Hennepin County, 10,282 were de­
termined (37 percent). The percentage of determinations in Hennepin County 
fluctuated in uneven ways: 37 percent in 1991; 41 percent in 1992; 33 percent in 
1993. 

• The percentage of determinations in Hennepin County in 1993 (33 percent) was 
the lowest percentage of determinations among the seven metropolitan counties. 

Hennepin County Victims, 1991-1993 
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6. Ramsey County, 1991-93 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

1991 1992 1993 Total 

Alleged Victims 2,422 2,487 2,400 7,309 

Determined Victims 1,233 1,359 1,348 3,940 

Percentage of Determinations 51 55 56 54 

"' E 
'fl 
5 
0 .... 
Q) 

.&l 
E 
:, 
z 

• Out of 7,309 allegations of maltreatment in Ramsey County, 3,940 were deter­
mined (54 percent). The percentage of determinations (54 percent) was substan­
tially higher than the average determination rate in Minnesota (38 percent). 

• The percentage of determinations in Ramsey County increased from 51 percent in 
1991, to 55 percent in 1992, and to 56 percent in 1993. 

• The percentage of determinations in Ramsey County in 1993 (56 percent) was the 
highest percentage of determinations among the seven metropolitan counties. 

Ramsey County Victims, 1991-1993 
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7. Scott County, 1991-93 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

1991 1992 1993 Total 

Alleged Victims 375 321 265 961 

Determined Victims 140 158 130 428 

Percentage of Determinations 37 49 49 45 
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• Out of 961 allegations of maltreatment in Scott County, 428 were determined (45 
percent). The percentage of determinations (45 percent) was somewhat higher 
than the average determination rate in Minnesota (38 percent). 

• Percentage of determinations in Scott County substantially increased from 37 per­
cent in 1991 to 49 percent in 1993. 

Scott County Victims, 1991-1993 
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8. Washington County, 1991-93 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

1991 1992 1993 Total 

Alleged Victims 579 578 585 1,742 

Determined Victims 219 226 197 642 

Percentage of Determinations 38 39 34 37 

• Out of 1,742 allegations of maltreatment in Washington County, 642 were deter­
mined (37 percent). The percentage of determinations (37 percent) was similar to 
the average determination rate in Minnesota (38 percent). 

• Percentage of determinations in Washington County held somewhat steady (34-39 
percent) over three years. 

Washington County Victims, 1991-1993 
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V. A COMPARISON OF MINNESOTA DATA AND U.S. DATA* 

1. Type of Maltreatment, 1994 

Number and Percentage of Determined Victims by Type of Maltreatment, 1994 

Minnesota Percent United States Percent 

Neglect 6,504 62.3 560,442 55.4 

Physical Abuse 3,573 34.2 257,965 25.5 

Sexual Abuse 1,009 9.7 139,605 13 .8 

Emotional Maltreatment 236 2.3 47,546 4.7 

Total 10,438 1,011,628 
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• In 1994, the percentage of determined neglect victims in Minnesota (62.3 percent) 
was higher than percentage of determined neglect victims in the U.S. (55.4 percent). 

• The percentage of determined physical abuse victims in Minnesota (34.2 percent) 
was also higher than the percentage of determined physical abuse victims in the 
U.S. (25.5 percent). 

• However, percentage of determined sexual abuse and emotional maltreatment vic­
tims in Minnesota was a little lower than percentage of those in the U.S. 

Victims by Type of Maltreatment, 1994 
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* U.S . Department of Health and Human Services, National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect. (1996). 
Child Maltreatment 1994: Reports from the States to the National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office. 
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2. Alleged and Determined Maltreatment, 1991-94 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

Number of Alleged and Determined Victims and Percentage of Determinations 

Minnesota United States 

Alleged Determined Percent Alleged Determined Percent 

26,643 10,224 38.4 2,695,658 857,968 31.8 

27,462 10,700 39.0 2,922,513 1,002,288 34.3 

29,722 11,058 37.2 2,936,555 1,018,692 34.7 

28,286 10,438 36.9 2,935,470 1,011,628 34.5 

• Percentage of determinations in Minnesota (36-39 percent) was higher than per­
centage of determinations in the U.S. (31-34 percent). 

• However, the differences in percentage of determinations between Minnesota and 
the U.S. decreased over four years, from 6.6 percent in 1991 to 2.4 percent in 
1994. 

Percentage of Determination, 1991-1994 
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3. Age, 1994 

Number and Percentage of Determined Victims by Age 

Minnesota Percent United States Percent 

Age 0-6* 4,887 46.5 416,867 46.2 

Age 0-3 2,695 25.7 240,639 26.7 

Age 4-7 2,192 20.9 176,228 19.5 

Age 7-12 3,616 34.4 282,773 31.4 

Age 13-17 1,993 19.0 176,071 19.5 

Total 10,501 901,487 

• In 1994, percentage of determined victims by age in Minnesota was somewhat 
similar to percentage of those in the U.S. Both in Minnesota and the U.S., almost 
half of determined victims were very young (six years of age and under), and 
infant and toddlers (three years of age and under) represented the majority of this 
percentage. 

Victims by Age, 1994 
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4. Race/Ethnicity, 1994 

Number and Percentage of Determined Victims by Race/Ethnicity 

Minnesota Percent United States Percent 

Caucasian 6,360 60.6 523,820 56.4 

African American 2,393 22.8 245,472 26.4 

Native American 866 8.2 15,317 1.6 

Asian 206 2.0 8,142 0.9 

Hispanic heritage* 598 5.7 87,161 9.4 

Total 10,500 928,817 

* Children of Hispanic heritage classify themselves in one of the following categories: "Mexican," "Puerto 
Rican ," or Cuban," as well as "other Spanish/Hispanic" origin. 

• In 1994, the percentage of determined Caucasian victims in Minnesota (60.6 
percent) was higher than the percentage of those in the U.S . (56.4 percent). How­
ever, the percentage of determined African American victims in Minnesota (22.8 
percent) was lower than the percentage of those in the U.S. (26.4 percent). 

• The percentage of determined Native American and Asian victims in Minnesota 
was higher than the percentage of those in the U.S. 

• However, the percentage of determined victims of Hispanic heritage in Minnesota 
(5.7 percent) was lower than the percentage of those in the U.S. (9.4 percent). 

Victims by Race/Ethnicity, 1994 
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VI. CONCLUSION 

The most striking finding in this report of child maltreatment over a four-year period, 
1991-1994, is the young age of children who are victims of child abuse and neglect. The fact 
that almost half of determined maltreatment cases consist of young children (six years of age 
and under) is noteworthy. Moreover, very young children, infants and toddlers three years of 
age and under, are the largest group of this vulnerable population. This should send a signal 
of alarm throughout the community. Reports of maltreatment and determination of abuse and 
neglect of this group of very young, defenseless children require sustained and integrated 
attention from the web of programs that make up the child welfare system. 
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