Curriculum Subcommittee
October 8, 2021 (approved October 22, 2021)

Members in attendance: Carla Boyd, Dahui Li, Igor Melnykov, Jerry Pepper, Kelley Phillips, Jeanine Schroer,
Jared Strasburg

The minutes from the September 24, 2021, meeting were approved.

Nancy led a discussion of new CIP codes requirements, as mandated by the US Department of Education and
facilitated by the Higher Learning Commission (HLC). Departments need to provide a CIP code when
submitting a proposal for a new undergraduate baccalaureate program. While the review process within UMD
is ongoing, the program proposal and the code will be sent by Jennifer Mencl to HCL; what criteria they use to
confirm the code is unknown at this point. After HLC approval, which for the one program that has gone
through the new process took approximately 6 weeks, and after EVCAA approval, the proposal will be
forwarded to the Provost Office. Previously the TC campus determined the CIP code, and it is unlikely they
would challenge a code approved by HLC. Carla reviewed how CIP codes support reporting.

Jerry discussed the proposed revisions to the Liberal Education Program (LEP) noting the original intent was
not to revise the LEP, but rather to find a context in which to include an anti-racist course within UMD. There
have been numerous options which have been discounted for good reasons. The current October 5, 2021,
revision is the latest but there will be a new version. There was discussion on if this is an anti-racism or anti-
racist course and the political issues surround the verbiage, however the biggest concern is that the process to
confirm a course is going too fast without adequate time for feedback. At this point, it may be too late to
implement any changes for fall 2022 as a committee has not established Student Learning Outcomes for this
new category which need to be determined before courses can be created and the deadline for courses for fall
2022 is less than a month away. It was noted there is some opposition to requiring this course. The original
proposal options did not include if a course should be included, rather how it can be included. Jeannine noted
this has been discussed at Faculty Senate for quite a while and within subcommittees giving ample time for
feedback; however, this is the first time a feedback form has been used to gather comments and the first time
the consequences of adding a 3-credit course have been discussed. Jerry noted the Council of Deans will likely
endorse requiring a Natural Science with lab course. There is concern eliminating courses from the Knowledge
Domain area and allowing students to choose 6 elective credits from any category will weaken the LEP and
perhaps the electives should only be allowed from the Knowledge Domain area.

The online addendum was briefly discussed, and discussion will continue at the next meeting.

Next meeting October 22, 2021

Respectfully submitted Nancy Hansen Burley



