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UMC Soccer Selected 13th in NSIC

Preseason Coaches' Poll
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BURNSVILLE, Minn. – The University of Minnesota Crookston soccer team was picked to finish

13th in the 2016 NSIC Women's Soccer Preseason Coaches' Poll released Wednesday morning.

The Golden Eagles received 74 votes, just three votes shy of University of Mary in 12th place

and six votes shy of Wayne State College in 11th place.

The Golden Eagles have finished ninth in the conference standings each of the last two

seasons and will look to prove the coaches' poll wrong as they look to make their way into the

NSIC Tournament, which takes the top eight teams. Minnesota Crookston returns nine players

from the 2015 season. They are led by their senior class. The class is the first recruiting class for

Head Coach Joe Alianiello. Samantha Deutsch (Sr., D, Lakeville, Minn.) was selected as the

Defensive Player to Watch for UMC, while Lorna McCall (So., F, Chicago, Ill.) was picked as the

Offensive Player to Watch. Deutsch has been a lynchpin in the back line for the Golden Eagles

for the last three seasons. McCall had a strong first season in the Maroon and Gold with two

goals and one assist. Both players will key to UMC's success in 2016.

Augustana University was picked to win the league with eight first-place votes. The Vikings

narrowly beat out Minnesota State University, Mankato, who had seven first-place votes.

Kiana Nickel of Minnesota State was selected as the Preseason Offensive Player of the Year.

Nickel was a First Team All-NSIC pick in 2015. Augustana netminder Taylor Machacek was

picked as the Preseason NSIC Defensive Player of the Year. She was a Third Team All-NSIC

selection in 2015.

The Golden Eagles will open up the 2016 season on Thurs., Sept. 1 at Minnesota State

University Moorhead at 4 p.m. 

2016 NSIC Soccer Preseason Coaches'

Poll

Points

1. Augustana (8) 215

2. Minnesota State (7) 213

3. Winona State (1) 188

4. Minot State 181

5. Bemidji State 168

6. St. Cloud State 162

7. Minnesota Duluth 139

8. Concordia-St. Paul 104

9. Northern State 103

10. Upper Iowa 89

11. Wayne State 80

12. U-Mary 77

13. Minnesota Crookston 74

14. Southwest Minnesota State 69

15. MSU Moorhead 33

16. Sioux Falls 25

first place votes in ( )

Print Friendly Version

PLAYERS MENTIONED 

#22 Samantha Deutsch

D / 5' 4" / Senior

#25 Lorna McCall

F / 5' 8" / Sophomore
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