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COMMON WEEDS IN TURF 

Many lalms are plagued with weeds that mar 

June 17 I 1963 

These weeds can be grouped into two categories -- broadleaved and grasses . 

Four common broad leaved types ' are dandelions, plantain, chickweed, Imotuscd 

and creeping charlie. Dandelions and plantain can be controlled easi~ vdth 

2, 4-D (amine form). This chemical can be applied either as a spray or in 

granular form. 

Chickw'eed, lmotvTeed and creeping charlie arc resistant to the common 

2, 4-D lawn ,'leed chemical. For control of these t"tvo pests a combination of 

2, 4-D and 2, 4, 5-T should be used. These are sold by the chemical name Silvex 

Several trade names are applied to this chemical. 

Troublesome grasses found in lawns are crabgrass, quackgrass and bentgrass. 

Newer chemicals, such as zytron, dachtal and the arsenates, are applied in the 

spring for crabgrass and give near~ perfect control. If the gardener "tlishes 

to treat during the summer, potassium cyanate or phenyl mercuric acetate may be 

used. 

Quackgrass is Q perennial weed and is especially troublesome during seasons 

of "tvet, cold lmather. Close mowing vli ll usually keep this weed from spreading, 

though it vull not eradicate the pest. vJhere patches occur, dalapon can be used 

as a spray and followed up ,-dth sodding or seeding the following season. 

Bentgrass patches are troublesome in that they have a different color and 
texture from the bluegrass and usual~ do not green up as readily in the spring. 
Bentgrass is sensitive to 2, 4-D weed spray. The bentgrass patches can be re­
moved and replaced ldth quality bluegrass sod. 
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