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In my wide-ranging and deeply personal 17,908-word review essay titled “J. R. R. Tolkien’s Fantasy Novel The Lord of the Rings, and Walter J. Ong’s Thought” that I published online through the University of Minnesota’s digital conservancy, in which I mention Ong by name 122 times, I say that I am obsessed with promoting the work of my former teacher the American Jesuit Renaissance specialist and cultural historian and pioneering media ecology theorist Walter J. Ong (1912-2003; Ph.D. in English, Harvard University, 1955) of Saint Louis University, where, over the years, I took five courses from him (p. 58):
https://hdl/handle.net/11299/277710
Now, my obsession with Ong’s work began in the fall semester of 1964 when I took his course Practical Criticism: Poetry and read some of his essays in his 1962 book The Barbarian Within: And Other Fugitive Essays and Studies (Macmillan).
I surveyed Ong’s life and eleven of his books and selected articles in my award-winning book Walter Ong’s Contributions to Cultural Studies: The Phenomenology of the Word and I-Thou Communication (Hampton Press, 2000). My book received the Marshall McLuhan Award for Outstanding Book in the Field of Media Ecology, conferred by the Media Ecology Association on June 15, 2001.
With Paul A. Soukup, S.J., in communications studies at Santa Clara University, I co-edited and contributed to (1) Ong’s Faith and Contexts, four volumes *Scholars Press, 1992a, 1992b, 1995, and 1999), (2) the 600-page anthology An Ong Reader: Challenges for Further Inquiry (Hampton Press, 2002), and (3) the wide-ranging anthology Of Ong and Media Ecology (Hampton Press, 2012).
Now, between October 2009 and November 2025, I have written about Ong’s work in more than 200 OEN articles. See, for example, my OEN article titled “Who Was Walter Ong, and Why Is His Thought Important today?” (dated March 14, 2010; viewed 12,295 times as of December 27, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/Who-Was-Walter-Ong-and-Wh-by-Thomas-Farrell-100312-2.html
Now, in my recent wide-ranging and deeply personal 17,908-word review essay online, I also say that I am obsessed with celebrating heterosexual porn videos that are available free on the internet (p. 61). I have celebrated heterosexual porn videos that are available free on the internet in various OEN articles that I published in 2025.
Because heterosexual porn videos that are available free on the internet feature soundtracks, I consider them to be part of what Ong refers to as our contemporary secondary oral culture.
Now, my celebration of heterosexual porn videos that are available free on the intent began with my wide-ranging and deeply personal 18,800-word OEN article titled “Fareed Zakaria and Ezra Klein on President Trump’s Foreign Policy” (dated March 24, 2025; viewed 2,109 times as of December 27, 2025) – in which I first criticized the tragic anti-body heritage of Christianity -- and in which I mention the retired busty (39”) pornstar Mandy Flores (born on March 19, 1989) 250 times:
https://www.opednews.com/articles/Fareed-Zakaria-and-Ezra-Kl-Donald-Trump_Ezra-Klein_Fareed-Zakaria_Foreign-Policy-250324-712.html
But also see my OEN article titled “Thomas J. Farrell’s Encore on the Tragic Anti-Body Heritage of Christianity” (dated April 29, 2025; viewed 1,528 times as of December 27, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/Thomas-J-Farrell-s-Encore-Christianity_Donald-Trump_Donald-Trump_Ezra-Klein-250429-302.html
Now, I see heterosexual porn videos that are available free on the internet – not just Mandy Flores’ porn videos -- as antidotes for the tragic anti-body heritage of Christianity in our psyches.
I see the retired pornstar Mandy Flores and the other exhibitionistic women who perform in heterosexual porn videos that are available free on the internet as embodying and manifesting body-positivity and sex-positivity.
As to my own body-positivity and sex-positivity, let’s just say that they are still works in progress.
Now, in my recent 17,908-word review essay, I mention both of these sobsession in the lengthy subsection “Michael Drout’s NYT Op-Ed ‘Why I Keep Returning to Middle-Earth’” in The New York Times (dated December 19, 2025) (pp. 52-65 in my 17,908-word review essay).
Ah, but if both these obsessions are compulsions, then I should examine the source of each of these obsessions.
According to Robert Moore’s theory of the eight archetypes of maturity in the human psyche, each of the eight optimal and positive forms archetypes of maturity in the human psyche is accompanied by two bipolar “shadow” forms.
I have written about Robert Moore’s theory of the eight archetypes of maturity and the sixteen bipolar “shadow” forms in my OEN article “Robert Moore on Optimal Human Psychological Development” (dated September 17, 2024; viewed 1,582 times as of December 27, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/Robert-Moore-on-Optimal-Hu-Catholic_Catholic-Church_Catholicism-Vatican-Pope_Christian-Religion-240917-255.html
In it, I first criticized the Roman Catholic Church’s moral vision of individual personal development.
Over my years of teaching (from September 1968 through the end of May 2009), I was locked into The Tyrant “shadow” form of the King archetype of maturity in my psyche, The Sadist “shadow” form of the masculine Warrior/Knight archetype of maturity in my psyche, The Detached Manipulator “shadow” form of the masculine Magician/Shaman archetype of maturity in my psyche, and The Impotent Lover “shadow” form of the masculine Lover archetype of maturity in my psyche.
In any event, my infatuation with busty (39”) retired pornstar Mandy Flores’ gorgeous body enabled me to switch from being locked into The Impotent Lover “shadow” form of the masculine Lover archetype in my psyche over my lifetime to being locked into The Addicted Lover “shadow” form of the masculine Lover archetype of maturity in my psyche – and The Addicted Lover “shadow” form of the masculine Lover archetype of maturity in my psyche is also involved in my obsession with celebrating heterosexual porn videos that are available free on the internet in my OEN articles.
Now, a compulsion always involves a “shadow” form of one of the eight archetypes of maturity in the human psyche.
So, which “shadow” form of which of the eight archetypes of maturity in the human psyche is involved in my obsession with promoting Ong’s work?
So, let’s start with my birth. I was born on March 17, 1944, in Ossining, New York, my father’s hometown. However, at the time of my birth, my father was in the U.S. Army and was stationed in Dover, England, as part of the troop buildup there for the D-Day invasion of Normandy, France. My father did not enter my life until World War II ended in 1945 – when I was 18 months old.
Now, at that time, I projected onto my father the King archetype of maturity in my psyche, and shortly after my birth, I projected onto my busty Mom the Queen archetype of maturity in my psyche.
Now, flash forward in my long life to the fall of 2024. In late August 2024 into September 2024, I watched the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter (born in 1951) perform as both Diana Prince and Wonder Woman in the 1970s Wonder Woman television series. I became infatuated with the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter’s gloriously beautiful body in her wonderfully revealing Wonder Woman costume.
My infatuation with the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter’s gloriously beautiful body was accompanied by my feeling wonderfully exuberant for about ten weeks in the fall of 2024.
I have written about my experience of feeling wonderfully exuberant for about ten weeks in the fall of 2024 in my OEN article “I Am a Hypomanic Personality Type Person” (dated May 26, 2025; viewed 864 times as of December 28, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/I-Am-a-Hypomanic-Personali-Life-Calling_Life-Events_Lifestyle_Toronto-250522-971.html
Now, I have written about the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter as Wonder Woman in the following two OEN articles: 
(1) “Young Lynda Carter as Wonder Woman” (dated September 3, 2024; viewed 2,021 times as of December 27, 2025):  
https://www.opednews.com/articles/Young-Lynda-Carter-as-Wond-Sex_Sex_Sexuality-240903-503.html
(2) “Thomas J. Farrell’s Encore on Young Lynda Carter as Wonder Woman” (dated September 30, 2024; viewed 1,423 times as of December 27, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/Thomas-J-Farrell-s-Encore-Jungian-Psychology-240930-995.html
I would point out here that when I was feeling wonderfully exuberant for about ten weeks in the fall of 2024, I wrote my OEN article “Robert Moore on Optimal Human Psychological Development” (dated September 17, 2024), mentioned above.
Now, I interpret my feeling wonderfully exuberant for about ten weeks in the fall of 2024 as showing that I had at long last experienced the liberation of endogamous kinship libido “married within” my psyche to my early childhood image of my busty Mom.
Yes, I am here borrowing the expression the liberation of endogamous kinship libido from Ong’s admirably succinct description of the Jungian psychoanalyst Erich Neumann’s account of the eight stages of consciousness in his grand synthesis of C. G. Jung’s work in Neumann’s book titled The Origins and History of Consciousness, translated by R. F. C. hull (Pantheon Books, 1954; original German work published 1949) in Ong’s 1971 book Rhetoric, Romance, and Technology: Studies in the Interaction of Expression and Culture (Cornell University Press, 1971, pp. 10-11):
“The stages of psychic development as treated by Neumann are successively (1) the infantile undifferentiated self-contained whole symbolized by the uroboros (tail-eater), the serpent with its tail in its mouth, as well as by other circular or global mythological figures [including Nietzsche’s imagery about the eternal return?], (2) the Great Mother (the impersonal womb from which each human infant, male or female, comes, the impersonal femininity which may swallow him [or her] up again), (3) the separation of the world parents (the principle of opposites, differentiation, possibility of change, (4) the birth of the hero (rise of masculinity and of the personalized ego) with its sequels in (5) the slaying of the mother (fight with the dragon: victory over primal creative but consuming femininity, chthonic forces), and (6) the slaying of the father (symbol of thwarting obstruction of individual achievement, [thwarting] what is new), (7) the freeing of the captive (liberation of the ego from endogamous [i.e., “married” within one’s psyche] kinship libido and the emergence of the higher femininity, with woman now as person, anima-sister, related positively to ego consciousness), and finally (8) the transformation (new unity in self-conscious individualization, higher masculinity, expressed primordially in the Osiris myth but today entering new phases with heightened individualism [such as Nietzsche’s overman] – or, more properly, personalism – of modern man [sic]).”
Ong also sums up Neumann’s Jungian account of the stages of consciousness in his (Ong’s) book Fighting for Life: Contest, Sexuality, and Consciousness (Cornell University Press, 1981, pp. 18-19; but also see the “Index” for further references to Neumann [p. 228]), the published version of Ong’s 1979 Messenger Lectures at Cornell University.
Ong’s Chapter 1: “Rhetoric and the Origins of Consciousness” in his 1971 book Rhetoric, Romance, and Technology: Studies in the Interaction of Expression and Consciousness (pp. 1-10) is reprinted in volume four of Ong’s Faith and Contexts (Scholars Press (1999, pp. 93-109).
Now, this liberation of endogamous kinship libido “married within my psyche to my early childhood image of my busty Mom involved the Queen arche of maturity in my psyche that I had as a baby projected onto my busty Mom.
Now, I have not yet experienced the liberation of endogamous kinship libido “married within” my psyche to my early childhood image of my father.
So, I interpret my obsession with celebrating heterosexual porn videos that are available free on the internet in my various OEN articles about porn in 2025 as the positive manifestation of my experiencing the liberation of kinship libido that was “married within” my psyche to my early childhood image of my busty Mom -- thanks to my infatuation with the gloriously beautiful body of the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter in her wonderfully revealing Wonder Woman costume.
The liberation of kinship libido “married within” my psyche to my early childhood image of my busty Mom also involved my learning how to access The Addicted Lover “shadow” form of the feminine Lover archetype of maturity in my psyche – after a lifetime of being locked into The Impotent Lover “shadow” form of the feminine Lover archetype of maturity in my psyche. 
But I am still working on accessing the optimal and positive form of the Queen archetype in my psyche that I as a baby projected onto my busty Mom.
Now, as an impressionable young man in the fall of 1964, I projected the King archetype of maturity onto Father Ong. So, my obsession with promoting Ong’s work involves my projection of The Detached Manipulator “shadow” form of the masculine Magician/Shaman archetype of maturity in my psyche onto him.
In theory, when I experience the liberation of endogamous kinship libido “married within” my psyche to my early childhood image of my father, I will then also learn how to access the optimal and positive form of the King archetype of maturity in my psyche – which may also liberate me from my obsession with promoting Ong’s work because I have been locked into The Detached Manipulator “shadow” form of the masculine Magician/Shaman archetype of maturity in my psyche.
That does not mean that I will stop writing about and promoting Ong’s work. But it does mean that my obsession with promoting his work will become less compulsive and more tempered and nuanced.
In any event, I am still working on accessing the optimal and positive form of the King archetype of maturity in my psyche that I as an 18-month-old toddler projected onto my father. Accessing the optimal and positive form of the King archetype of maturity in my psyche will involve experiencing the liberation of endogamous kinship libido “married within” my psyche to my early childhood image of my father. When I do experience this, I hope that my experience also includes feeling wonderfully exuberant for about ten weeks.
Taking various hints from Ong, I have written about our contemporary secondary oral culture in my essay “Secondary Orality and Consciousness Today” in the well-organized anthology Media, Consciousness, and Culture: Explorations of Walter Ong’s Thought, edited by Bruce E. Gronbeck, Thomas J. Farrell, and Paul A. Soukup (Sage Publications, 1991, pp. 194-209).
In Ong’s media-ecology account of our Western cultural history, our secondary oral culture, brought to us by the communications media that accentuate sound (such as television, telephone, radio, tape-recording devices, movies that have soundtracks, and porn videos that have soundtracks), reached a critical mass around 1960 – about when the black civil rights movement and second wave feminism helped transform American culture.
In Ong’s media-ecology account of our Western cultural history, our contemporary secondary oral culture supersedes the print culture that emerged in our Western cultural history after the Gutenberg printing press emerged in Europe in the mid-1450s.
According to Ong’s media-ecology account of our Western cultural history, our contemporary secondary oral culture is causing us to work out new cultural patterns that are somewhat different from the cultural patterns of print culture.
Ong explored the media ecology impact of print culture in his discussion of the aural-to-visual shift in cognitive processing in our Western cultural history in his massively researched 1958a book Ramus, Method, and the Decay of Dialogue: From the Art of Discourse to the Art of Reason (Harvard University Press, for specific page references to the aural-to-visual shift, see the “Index” [p. 396]).
Peter Ramus (1515-1572) was the French Renaissance logician and education reformer and Protestant martyr. He was a Huguenot (French Calvinist Protestant) killed by Catholic mob violence in the St. Bartholomew’s Day massacre in Paris.
For further information about the St. Batholomew’s Day massacre, see the Wikipedia entry “St. Bartholomew’s Day massacre”:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Bartholomew%27s_Day_massacre
Now, for a briefly annotated listing of the volumes by Ramus and his allies and his critics that Ong tracked down in libraries in the British Isles and Continental Europe, see Ong’s 1958b book Ramus and Talon Inventory (Harvard University Press).
Now, Harvard’s Americanist Perry Miller, who directed Ong’s massively researched Harvard doctoral dissertation, wrote about Peter Ramus in his massively researched 1939 book The New England Mind: The Seventeenth Century (Harvard University Press; for specific page references to Ramus, see the “Index” [p. 528]).
Now, no doubt Trump and his millions of conservative MAGA supporters feel a deep nostalgia for the waning cultural patterns of print culture in our psyches. Trump and his male MAGA supporters are misogynists – and therefore they are not ready to experience the liberation of endogamous kinship libido “married within” their psyches to their respective early childhood image of their respective mothers (or mother-figures).
But the emergence of what Ong refers to as our contemporary secondary oral culture, which is still emerging, involves the deep reconstellation of the psyche involving what the Jungian psychoanalyst Edward C. Whitmont refers to as the Return of the Goddess (Crossroad, 1982) – meaning the return of psychological awareness of the interaction of ego consciousness with the four feminine archetypes of maturity in the human psyche and their accompanying eight bipolar “shadow” forms.
Yes, to be sure, our contemporary secondary oral culture also involves the return of psychological awareness of the interaction of ego consciousness with the four masculine archetypes of maturity in the human psyche and their accompanying eight bipolar “shadow” forms.
In conclusion, in the present wide-ranging and deeply personal 2,988-word review essay, I have explored (1) my obsession with celebrating in my OEN articles heterosexual porn videos that are available free on the internet and (2) my lifelong obsession with promoting Ong’s work. Both of my obsessions involving me being locked into a certain “shadow” for of a certain archetype of maturity in my psyche. My obsession with celebrating in my OEN articles heterosexual porn videos that are available free on the internet involves The Addicted Lover “shadow” form of the feminine Lover archetype of maturity in my psyche. Consequently, I now need to learn to access the optimal and positive form of the feminine Lover archetype of maturity in my psyche. My lifelong obsession with promoting Ong’s work involves The Detached Manipulator “shadow” form of the masculine Magician/Shaman archetype of maturity on my psyche. Consequently, I now need to learn to access the optimal and positive form of the masculine Magician/Shaman archetype of maturity in my psyche.
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