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FEATURE STORIES

Access Press Honors Poetz with Award

Access Press, Minnesota's disability news source, has
named ICl's Cliff Poetz as the Charlie Smith Award recipient
for 2016. He will be the guest of honor at the annual banquet
on November 4, when the award will be presented. "I'm
humbled and grateful," says Poetz, who knew Smith (see

below). Poetz is the second ICI staff member to receive this

award; John Smith, no relation, was the recipient in 2006.

This event is open to the public.

A tireless self-advocate and organizer, Poetz serves on many boards and committees, and advocates
with public officials at all levels, in addition to his duties as a community liaison at ICl's Research and
Training Center on Community Living. Since the early 1970s, he has advocated for disability rights.
"My biggest accomplishment has been bringing other self-advocates to the state capitol; our presence
has changed legislators' minds," Poetz says. But he does not want them to stop there. "There is a
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need for community engagement, like bringing legislators out to group homes during the summer

when they have time to really listen and aren't under the pressure of budget negotiations," he adds.

To learn more about Poetz's personal story in his own words, read his 2014 Impact interview and view
video clips of Poetz talking about the Americans with Disabilities Act on ICl's Self-Advocacy Online

project.

The Charlie Smith Award is named in honor of the late Charlie Smith, founding editor of Access Press.
This annual awards ceremony has been held since 2003, offering an opportunity to bring many
individuals and organizations together celebrate accomplishments within Minnesota's disability

community, as well as an opportunity to discuss the community's future goals and needs.

Check & Connect Makes Connections in 4 ® CHECK &
Australia and New Zealand CONNECT

The Institute's Check & Connect program has reached south UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

of the equator. The comprehensive student engagement intervention is being implemented in Australia
and New Zealand. Check & Connect director Jean Echternacht and ICI director David R. Johnson
were warmly received in August when they spent nearly three weeks "down under" promoting it. "It
was rewarding to see how a relationship-based, evidence-based model developed at the University of
Minnesota is being implemented with fidelity so far from home," says Echternacht. Last fall, Check &
Connect mentors from Australia and New Zealand presented at the program's 25th anniversary
conference in Minneapolis. Echternacht and Johnson returned the favor by co-presenting at
conferences in both countries last month. "More than 100 people who were informed and interested in
Check & Connect attended our presentation at the New Zealand Schoolwide Conference on Positive
Behavior Supports; we were invited to speak there because they implement Check & Connect as part
of PBS," says Echternacht. They also discussed Check & Connect with officials from the New Zealand
Ministry of Education, which has used it in high schools for the past three years and began
implementing the model in middle schools this fall. And Echternacht packed another ICI export in her
luggage: "l brought along Expanding the Circle, a transition curriculum originally designed for
American Indian students, to help with their indigenous students, and the Ministry staff were
delighted."

Geoffrey Mikol Featured at ICI's New
Changing Landscapes Display

The Institute's Changing Landscapes project - a rotating
exhibition of work by artists with disabilities - launched its fall
2016 show with the September 9th opening of work by nature
photographer Geoffrey Mikol (pictured). The photographer,

who has Down syndrome, graduated with a life skills
certificate from Harper Community College in Palatine, lllinois, but for years before that he was
coached by his high school photography teacher who recognized his ability. Mikol went on to train with

professional photographers in the Washington, DC area. While in college, he started his business by
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exhibiting at Chicago area art shows where he won numerous awards and built a following. After
graduation, he chose photography as a full-time career, and in spring 2016 opened River Bend Gallery
in the historic district of his hometown, Galena, lllinois, to display his work. "We took his talent
seriously and we were serious about the business and about preparing Geoffrey for it," says his
mother, Ann Cameron Williams. "He is a successful business owner on Main Street and is an integral
part of the community. | think he has actualized the vision of true community living in the way that self-
advocacy has dreamed of." His advice to people with disabilities who doubt their talents? "Just get out
there and do it." The public is invited to view Mikol's work. His photographs will be featured throughout
Pattee Hall through November. If interested, stop by during regular business hours.

|

Driven to Discover Comes Alive at ICI

After much time and planning, ICI's Driven to Discover
campaign went live earlier this month. The new print
campaign is displayed in Pattee Hall's main lobby (pictured).
Kudos to everyone featured, and those behind the scenes,

for working with Connie Burkhart and Tony Baisley to make

this new strategy a reality. ICl is the first academic unit at the
University of Minnesota to highlight the updated version of the long-running campaign. (The
University's new ads don't hit local/national media until next month.) Five new ads have been created
to feature ICI's core program areas. The ads will be periodically updated to feature new faces
committed to carrying out the work of the Institute. The Driven to Discover campaign also extends to
ICI's revamped website. Phase | of the new site also went live this past summer. The team of Tony
Baisley, Kristin Dean, Connie Burkhart, Shawn Lawler, and Jonathan Walz are responsible for realizing
this important achievement. Work on the website continues to better represent the Institute's collective
research, advocacy, and dissemination online. Finally, a new Facebook campaign driving traffic to this

content online has also begun. The Institute seeks your partnership in "sharing," "commenting," and

"liking" this content on Facebook to broaden ICI's reach into new and important audiences.

NEW RELEASES

Impact: Feature Issue on Person-Centered Positive
Supports and People with Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities

Editors: Rachel Freeman, Pamela Walker, Amy Hewitt, and Vicki Gaylord

"One of the guys never addressed staff by name, ever. One day, out of the

blue, he addressed me by name. My stunned co-workers asked why? 'She
treats me like a human being." This story and more are in the new Impact
issue from the Institute on Community Integration and the Research and Training Center on
Community Living, University of Minnesota. This new issue in the redesigned Impact series shares

articles from around the country, describing how person-centered positive supports use evidence-
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based practices in the service of the needs, values, and goals of the individuals receiving supports. It
profiles exemplary strategies for delivery of services; educates about the guiding principles and
choices that must be examined in policy and practice; and tells personal stories of the difference that
person-centered positive supports make for people. Available now for PDF download, and coming late
September, the multimedia edition of this Impact issue with video and Webinar presentations,

animation, and more!

Forum on Common Language for States and
Assessment Vendors

Authors: Sandra Warren, Martha Thurlow, Laurene Christensen, Vitaliy
Shyyan, Sheryl Lazarus, and Anne Chartrand

This report by ICI's National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO)

describes the panel presentations and facilitated discussions of a forum held

on June 20, 2016 in Philadelphia that brought together states, assessment
vendors, and other educational stakeholders to address the need for developing a common language
around accessibility and accommodations for all students, including general education students,
English learners (ELs), and students with IEPs or 504 plans. The forum was a pre-session to the
Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) National Conference on Student Assessment
(NCSA). NCEO receives funding from the Research to Practice Division, Office of Special Education
Programs, U.S. Department of Education; states; and several other organizations.

Manual Published

CCSSO Accessibility Manual: How to Select, Administer, and Evaluate Use of Accessibility Supports
for Instruction and Assessment of All Students. (2016, August). By Vitaliy Shyyan, Martha Thurlow,
Laurene Christensen, Sheryl Lazarus, J. Paul, and B. Touchette. Published by the Council of Chief
State School Officers (CCSSO).

EVENTS

Brown Bag Seminar: Telehealth Supported In-
home Functional Behavioral Assessments and
Interventions

September 22, 12 noon - 1 p.m.
Pattee Hall, Room 118

Faculty, staff, students, community members, and all others are invited to join Jennifer McComas,
Jessica Simacek, and Frank Symons from the College's Department of Educational Psychology in this
seminar. These special education scholars will provide an overview and update of a two-year ongoing

project applying and extending telehealth to in-home coaching with parents to conduct functional
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assessments and interventions for their children with complex communication needs and behavioral
support for challenging behavior. A discussion will follow. This seminar is the first of three in a Fall
2016 series of stimulating cross-departmental discussions on critical issues and methods of supporting
the inclusion of children, youth, and adults with or at-risk for disabilities. The series is a collaboration
between ICI and the Department of Educational Psychology.

Employment First, It's Happening Now

Minnesota Association of People Supporting Employment First
(MN APSE)

Annual State Conference

October 4, 8 a.m. - 3:45 p.m.

Edinburgh USA Golf Course, Brooklyn Park

Having a job where an individual's strengths and talents are valued should be a right extended to all
Minnesotans with disabilities. In a changing landscape of policy, funding, and legislation, MN APSE's
annual state conference "Employment First, It's Happening Now" seeks to celebrate and explore
shared values around promoting competitive, integrated employment for all. Jeffrey Nurick (pictured)
and Kelly Nye-Lengerman are MN APSE board members. Anne Roehl will speak about person-
centered practices and employment. The Institute's Research and Training Center on Community
Living is co-sponsoring this year's event.

U of M Discovery Across Disciplines

October 13, 12 noon -2 p.m.

ICI Display, Great Hall, Coffman Memorial Union

ICI will have a table at this University-wide showcase of research
centers and institutes. U of M graduate students can learn how to join ICl as MN LEND Fellows,
Graduate Research Assistants (GRAs), and Certificate Program participants. Institute staff will also

share information about other ICI resources of interest to faculty, staff, and students.

STAFF UPDATES

outreach projects. On August 24, she presented at the Minneapolis Public
Schools/PICA Head Start Early Childhood Inclusion Academy to teachers,

educational assistants, family advocates, most of whom work directly with diverse families with
children birth through five.

Brian Abery and Amy Hewitt: On August 30, Abery and Hewitt co-presented, "ACL:Closing the Gap:
Defining Quality for LTSS/HCBS" at the 2016 Home and Community Based Services (HCBS)
conference in Washington, DC.
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Kelly Nye-Lengerman: On September 14, Nye-Lengerman spoke at the 529
Conference in Orlando, FL as an invited panelist with advocates and financial
professionals on the implementation of the ABLE (Achieving a Better Life

Experience) Act. The conference is designed for financial advisors, business

professionals, and policymakers, with special attention given to the ABLE Act
and how it will be implemented across states. Her presentation, "Planning for the Future by
Understanding Our Past," provided historical and policy context about disability rights, public policy,
and the vision for community living for all people with disabilities.

e

: Angela Amado, Claire Benway, Beth Fondell, Merrie Haskins, Amy Hewitt,
= Barb Kleist, Kelly Nye-Lengerman, MacDonald Metzger, Mark Olson,
Susan O'Nell, Nathan Perry, Anne Roehl, Joe Timmons, and Erin

Watts: On September 14-15, ICI's Research and Training Center on

! Community Living (RTC) hosted the second annual Minnesota Person-
Centered Gathering in Chanhassen. Amado emceed the Gathering, Metzger (pictured) filmed parts of
it, and Hewitt, Perry, and Timmons helped organize the event, which has its own Facebook page. The
film, "Valuing Lives: Wolf Wolfensberger and the Principle of Normalization,"which was directed
by Jerry Smith, was screened at the event. In addition:

"Person-Centered Practices with People You Work With." (Benway, discussion facilitator)

"Tips and Tools for PCT Trainers." (Benway and Roehl)

"Applying Person-Centered Principles in Employment/Day Programs." (Fondell, Nye-
Lengerman, and Olson, discussion co-facilitators)
"Changing the Organizational Environment: Becoming a More Person-Centered Organization."

(Haskins and Olson, discussion co-facilitators)

"Beyond Guardianship: Using Person-Centered Practices in Engaging Guardians in Supported
Decision-Making." (Kleist)

"Day Program/Employment." (Olson, discussion co-facilitator)

"Corrections/Justice System/Persons with a Criminal History." (O'Nell, discussion co-facilitator)

"The Balancing Act: A Discussion About Balancing Important TO and FOR" (Roehl co-

presenter) and "What Happens After the Planning? Learning from Picture of a Life Co-trainers."
(Roehl, discussion co-facilitator)

"Applying Person-Centered Practices in Short-Term Situations." (Watts, discussion co-
facilitator)

The Minnesota Gathering was supported, in part, through funding provided by the Minnesota

Department of Human Services to RTC for the Minnesota Person-Centered Change Projects.

ALUMNI UPDATES

Traci Laliberte: Laliberte is Executive Director at the University of Minnesota's
Center for Advanced Studies in Child Welfare, a multi-million dollar research
and training center. Before that, she spent much of her earlier career (2001-
2007) at the Institute. "At ICI, | was both a Graduate Research Assistant and a

program coordinator," she recalls. "l worked on curriculum development for the

College of Direct Support, numerous workforce training grants, and the Hurricane Katrina research

project, among others." LaLiberte has often commented publicly that her research knowledge and
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skills were significantly influenced and shaped during her time working at ICIl and that she credits her
work with ICI's Amy Hewitt as making her the successful researcher and administrator that she is
today. "l influence education, training, and policy within the field of child protection, which includes
attending to child and parent disability in child welfare. Most recently, | spent five months in Australia,
studying and collaborating on the issue of parenting with intellectual disabilities and working with child
protection." During her visit she was invited to give a master lecture, "Parenting with IDD and the Child
Protection System: Connecting Research to Policy and Practice," at the World Congress of the
International Association for the Scientific Study of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
(IASSIDD) in Melbourne in August 2016 (pictured). Currently, at least in a part-time sense, Laliberte
has returned to the Institute, where she is a Child Welfare/Social Work faculty member in ICl's
Minnesota Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Related Disabilities Program (MN
LEND).
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