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News ReleaseNews Release

Northwest School of Agriculture Announces Top Aggie Recipients for 2016Northwest School of Agriculture Announces Top Aggie Recipients for 2016

The Northwest School of Agriculture (NWSA) Alumni Association announces its 2016 Top Aggie recipients. The Northwest SchoolThe Northwest School of Agriculture (NWSA) Alumni Association announces its 2016 Top Aggie recipients. The Northwest School

was the predecessor of the University of Minnesota Crookston and all alumni of the Northwest School are invited back for a day ofwas the predecessor of the University of Minnesota Crookston and all alumni of the Northwest School are invited back for a day of

activities celebrating their history on the campus on Saturday, June 25.  activities celebrating their history on the campus on Saturday, June 25.  

The Top Aggie award is the highest recognition given by the NWSA Alumni Association. Three alumni were selected for the honorThe Top Aggie award is the highest recognition given by the NWSA Alumni Association. Three alumni were selected for the honor

by the NWSA Alumni Board: Clayton Engelstad 1948, Fertile, Minn. (posthumously); Barbara (Hylland) Lunsetter 1956, Middle River,by the NWSA Alumni Board: Clayton Engelstad 1948, Fertile, Minn. (posthumously); Barbara (Hylland) Lunsetter 1956, Middle River,

Minn.; and Stanley Overgaard 1965, Dalton, Minn. The Top Aggies will be recognized during a luncheon held at noon in BedeMinn.; and Stanley Overgaard 1965, Dalton, Minn. The Top Aggies will be recognized during a luncheon held at noon in Bede

Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center.Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center.

The alumni reunion, first held in 1918, brings back alumni from the Northwest School of Agriculture, a residential high schoolThe alumni reunion, first held in 1918, brings back alumni from the Northwest School of Agriculture, a residential high school

located on what is now the University of Minnesota Crookston campus. The NWSA opened its doors in 1906 and graduated its firstlocated on what is now the University of Minnesota Crookston campus. The NWSA opened its doors in 1906 and graduated its first

class of 8 students in 1909. The first Top Aggie award was given to Herschel Lysaker, a member of the staff at the Northwestclass of 8 students in 1909. The first Top Aggie award was given to Herschel Lysaker, a member of the staff at the Northwest

School, in 1970 and it has been awarded annually since that time.School, in 1970 and it has been awarded annually since that time.

The reunion brings back more than 150 alumni for a day filled with reminiscing and reconnecting with classmates and friends.The reunion brings back more than 150 alumni for a day filled with reminiscing and reconnecting with classmates and friends.

Following the Top Aggie Luncheon, alumni hold class meetings and take class photos, enjoy bus tours of campus, and a socialFollowing the Top Aggie Luncheon, alumni hold class meetings and take class photos, enjoy bus tours of campus, and a social

and barbecue supper close out the day. For more information on the reunion, contact Sue Dwyer at 218-281-8401.and barbecue supper close out the day. For more information on the reunion, contact Sue Dwyer at 218-281-8401.

The University of Minnesota Crookston now delivers 34 bachelor's degree programs, 22 minors, and 39 areas of emphasis onThe University of Minnesota Crookston now delivers 34 bachelor's degree programs, 22 minors, and 39 areas of emphasis on

campus as well as 14 degree programs entirely online.  These degrees are offered in the areas of agriculture and naturalcampus as well as 14 degree programs entirely online.  These degrees are offered in the areas of agriculture and natural

resources; business; liberal arts and education; and math, science and technology.  With an enrollment of 1,800 undergraduatesresources; business; liberal arts and education; and math, science and technology.  With an enrollment of 1,800 undergraduates

from more than 20 countries and 40 states, the Crookston campus offers a supportive, close-knit atmosphere that leads to afrom more than 20 countries and 40 states, the Crookston campus offers a supportive, close-knit atmosphere that leads to a

prestigious University of Minnesota degree.  "Small Campus. Big Degree."  To learn more, visit prestigious University of Minnesota degree.  "Small Campus. Big Degree."  To learn more, visit www.umcrookston.eduwww.umcrookston.edu. . 
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