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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3
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Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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In the Likeness of Shaw: Keeping Watch 
During the Pandemic
Timothy Johnson
E.W. McDiarmid Curator of the Sherlock Holmes Collections

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 15G, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-624-3552
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters, 
we would appreciate being informed of changes 
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@umn.edu

“For three hours we strolled about together, watching the ever-changing kaleidoscope of 
life as it ebbs and flows through Fleet Street and the Strand.” (RESI)

ohn Bennett Shaw—“The Hans Sloane of My Age”—as he was known by his 1965 
investiture in the Baker Street Irregulars, truly lived up to this brilliant moniker as a 
collector of Sherlockiana and inspirational friend to many. His collection, received 
in 1993 and formally opened in 1995, joined the earlier acquired Hench Collection 
to form the core of the Sherlock Holmes Collections at the University of Minnesota. 

Among the many books, periodicals, and ephemera Shaw gathered over the decades, one 
item mirrored—if in diminutive fashion—the man himself: a doll created by Albuquerque, 
New Mexico artist Caryn Ostrowe Wagner which featured Shaw sporting a deerstalker hat, 
a pipe in one hand, a book in the other.

Caryn believes that her husband, Steve, a 
prosthodontist, first met Shaw at a meeting 
of The Brothers Three of Moriarity, a scion 
society created by “The Sage of Santa Fe.” 
Steve has “a life-long passion for the stories, 
and he would meet up with the group, 
deerstalker hat in hand.” At the same time, 
Caryn “had a business of making handmade 
porcelain dolls as well as porcelain din-
ner and serve ware” which she pursued for 
nearly two decades. “John’s doll was my 
very final doll project, and I believe to be 
my best.”
Previously, Caryn “created a series of six 
dolls for the windows of Tiffany’s in New 
York City” which were purchased by Mrs. 
Effie Murchison of Chicago, “an important 
collector,” after the close of the exhibition. 
While on display, Caryn “also met the owner of Meyer’s Jewelry in Florida while standing 
at the windows, and he commissioned six bridal dolls for his windows. Frank Oz of The 
Muppets is one of my earliest collectors from the early ‘70s, and the small piece was of an 
old man sitting in a very plump wing-backed chair from a series I called, The Moguls....
They were inspired by the older gents that I could see through the tall festooned windows 

J

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have 
made contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Memory Of	 From

Jon Lellenberg	 Mike and Julie McKuras

Jon Lellenberg	 Richard J. Sveum

Caryn Ostrowe Wagner

Continued on page 6

In the Likeness of Shaw… Continued from Page 6 

provide this information as well; it will assist us in making sure all materials are available and ready for your use when 
you arrive.

John Bennett Shaw’s abiding presence through his collections continues to inform our work. His likeness in doll form, 
artfully captured by Caryn Ostrowe Wagner, kept watch over the Collections during the pandemic and now invites us 
back to the library as we carefully re-open for  public visits.

My thanks to Caryn for the delightful background information on her work and the creation of her John Bennett Shaw 
doll. Additional thanks to Jim Hawkins for his John Bennett Shaw website and the wealth of information contained 
there.

Remebering Jon L. Lellenberg
The December 1999 issue of this newsletter carried a short article titled 
“The Historian of This Bunch.” It was my second issue as editor and I was 
honored to announce that Jon, who in 1998 was named “Thucydides”, 
the official historian of the Baker Street Irregulars, had accepted my invitation 
to join our Editorial Board. He received the investiture of “Rodger Prescott of 
evil memory” from the Baker Street Irregulars in 1974 and was awarded the 
Two-Shilling Award in 1999. Our debt to Jon runs deep and wide and we knew an 
appropriate remembrance with such a short time between his death on April 24, 
2021 and publishing this issue couldn’t do him justice. Our September issue 

will focus on Jon and his contributions to the Sherlock Holmes Collections.
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her

7
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/
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never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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Gary Thaden
,

In 1921, Stephen Leacock (1869-
1944) was planning a three-month 
lecture tour of Great Britain from his 
home in Canada, his publisher, John 
Lane (1854-1925) pressed him to 
produce a book which could be sold 
during the tour.  Leacock was unable 
to complete a new book so as an alter-
native his 1911 book, Nonsense Novels, 
was reprinted in a deluxe edition with 
colored illustrations by John Kettelwell 
(1890-1933).  The economics of the 
project required Leacock to accept 
a reduced royalty on the book.  The 
Sherlock Holmes Collections has John 
Bennett Shaw’s copy with his book-
plate.  The illustration of the first story, 
the humorous pastiche, “Maddened by 
Mystery: or, The Defective Detective” is 
what makes this edition so special.

According to Ellery Queen, as noted in 
The Misadventures of Sherlock Holmes, 
“Maddened by Mystery,” from Stephen 
Leacock’s Nonsense Novels, is Canada’s 
contribution to our Parade of Parodies.  
The author goes all out in his satire 
of the Sacred Writings and the Great 
Man.  The Sherlock Holmes character 
is called “The Great Detective” with 
capital letters as compared to “the great 
detective” without capitals used in “An 
Irreducible Detective Story” the subject 
of the 100 years ago column written by 
our editor Julie McKuras (Friends of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections Newsletter 
Vol. 20, Number 2, June 2016).

The pastiche begins:
The Great Detective sat in his office.  
He wore a long green gown and half 
a dozen secret badges pinned to the 
outside of it.

Three or four pairs of false whiskers 
hung on a whisker stand beside him.
Goggles, blue spectacles, and motor 
glasses lay within easy reach.  
He could completely disguise him-
self at a second’s notice.

as ‘JK’ was more than an artist.  He 
was born in Westminster, London, 
the son of a shipowner and agent, and 
attended King’s School Canterbury and 
St. John’s College, Oxford. He moved 
to Canada where he exhibited his art 
in Montreal, and returned to England 
during the World War, serving in 
the Royal Navy and was stationed in 
Portsmouth 1915-1919.  After the war 
he traveled to all parts of the world. 
Kettelwell, who spoke seven languages, 
wrote plays and books, became an 
authority on bullfighting and made a 
home in Seville, Spain.  In March 1932 
he was invited to succeed Uncle Co-
lumbus on the BBC’s Children’s Hour.  
JK’s great success as a radio personality 
was short lived when he died in Octo-
ber 1933.  His talent as an artist was 
first seen in the King’s School’s inhouse 
magazine the Holme House Gazette, in a 
Beardsley-esque style.  In 1917 he was 
commissioned by John Lane to provide 
illustrations for a humorous chronicle 
of current events A Second Diary of the 
Great Warr by ‘Samuel Pepys Junior.’  
In 1919 he illustrated A Last Diary of 
the Great Warr, and over the next ten 
years worked on three other books and 
wrote and illustrated two books, Bea-
ver: An Alphabet of Beards (1922) and 
The Story of Aladdin, and his Wonderful 
Lamp (1928).  His illustrations are of-
ten compared to the English illustrator 
Audrey Beardsley (1872-1898) and the 
Irish illustrator Harry Clarke (1889-
1931), emphasizing the grotesque, the 
decadent and the erotic.  

The 1921 deluxe edition of Nonsense 
Novels by Stephen Leacock was pub-
lished by John Lane, The Bodley Head 
Ltd and printed by The Mayflower 
Press in Plymouth, England by Wil-
liam Brendon & Son Ltd, a printing 
business that was started in Cornwall, 
moved to Plymouth and destroyed by 
an air raid in 1941.

	 Richard J. Sveum, BSI

References
Stephen Leacock: His Remarkable Life by Al-
bert Moritz and Theresa Moritz (Markham, 
Ontario, Fitzhenry and Whiteside, 2002).

The Bodley Head 1887-1987 by J. W. Lam-
bert and Michael Ratcliffe (London, The 
Bodley Head, 1987).

The OKS Magazine Offcuts, No. 44, 
Autumn 2016, “Archives, Unknown OKS 
No. 17: John Kettelwell (1890-1933): Book 
Illustrations and Children’s Hour” page 18.

Half a bucket of cocaine and a dip-
per stood on a chair at his elbow.

His face was absolutely impen-
etrable.
A pile of cryptograms lay on the 
desk.  The Great Detective hastily 
tore them open one after the other, 
solved them, and threw them down 
the cryptogram chute at his side.

There was a rap at the door.
The Great Detective hurriedly wrapped 
himself in a pink domino, adjusted a 
pair of false black whiskers and cried:
“Come in."

The illustration captures the burlesque 
humor of the text and the artists 
monogram below the chair.  The clas-
sic domino is a robe-like costume used 
in masquerades of the 18th Century 
and the “Pink Dominoes” might refer 
to the poem by Rudyard Kipling, 
“They are fools who kiss and tell.” 
 
The pastiche uses exaggeration and 
is about the kidnapping of the Prince 
of Württemberg.  The Great Detec-
tive and his secretary are visited by 
the Prime Minister of England, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and his 
sister the Countess of Dashleigh, the 
most beautiful woman in England.  
The story ends in an absurdity but I 
will not spoil it and I encourage you 
to read it online https://archive.org/
details/nonsensenovelsil00leacuoft/
mode/2up.

The illustrator, John Kettelwell, known 
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50 Years Ago… Continued from Page 3

him was he didn’t, to our knowledge, 
kick his dog. The bet that he and his 
wife could completely disappear for 
six months was placed and condi-
tions agreed upon. Journalist Ralph 
Reppert, himself a member of The Six 
Napoleons as was Lewis, wrote in his 
October 17, 1971 book review in The 
Baltimore Sun, “Can a man in this day 
and age, registered as he is in school 
records, military service records, Social 
Security records and a score of others, 
successfully disappear and remain in 
hiding for more than a few days?” As a 
final insult to the six men who signed 
onto the bet, the Colonel told them 
“…no one in the world could find 
him…not even the great Mr. Sherlock 
Holmes himself.” Without giving away 
the detailed planning, travels, and 
inquiries, Frank, who shared an amaz-
ing number of similarities with Lewis, 
with Marv Abrams (Marv Aronson) 
and Charlie Starr (H.W. Starr) among 
the six, adhered to the principals of the 
Master in their pursuit. 

A review from the Jackson Sun of 
Jackson TN concluded “Nobody but 
the author of ‘Carnival’ could have 
revived the delicious, cloak-and-dagger 
intrigue of the classic Sherlock Holmes 
mysteries as adroitly as has been done 
in ‘Copper Beeches.’” It was “…a minor 
masterpiece with ‘Copper Beeches,’ a 
fantastic blend of humor, macabre, and 
suspense seasoned with Pennsylvania 
local color and augmented by 
Mr. Lewis’ thorough knowledge of 
carnival life…As delightful as the 
Sherlock stories themselves, ‘Copper 
Beeches’ is full of unusual clues, twists, 
and a totally unguessable surprise 
ending…Go out and read this utterly 
charming tale for yourself, if you want 
to laugh a great deal, shiver quite a bit, 
and mainly if you enjoy the mental 
exercise of following the unraveling of 

a mystery. And don’t be at all surprised 
if reading ‘Copper Beeches’ leaves you 
with an overwhelming desire to read 
Sherlock Holmes all over again; better 
still, to play detective yourself.”

The March 1972 Baker Street Journal 
report on the meeting of the Red Circle 
announced that guest speaker “…
Mr. Lewis delivered urgent warning of 
the imminent arrival in Washington of 
the infamous Col. H. Wesley Eberhardt.”

Arthur H. Lewis died on January 25, 
1995. The Baker Street Journal 
reported on his death. “He was a 
faithful member of The Sons of the 
Copper Beeches, and he had grand fun 
libelling his fellow Sherlockians in…
Copper Beeches.” One gentleman 
who met him at the Philadelphia Free 
Library seminars said of Lewis “He 
truly loved being a writer.”

Ralph Reppert’s review concluded 
his review with this. “To any lover of 
detective fiction, the chase is delight-
ful. And then blood chilling, as clues 
which suggest some very serious 
developments come to light. Non-
Sherlockians will find the account a 
better than average detective story, 
despite its many inconsistencies. Baker 
Street Irregulars will love it, for there 
are scores of references to hallowed 
Sherlockian things.” 

Now go find Copper Beeches, whether 
on your own or library shelves, and 
enjoy the good times that Lewis had 
with his scion, and the fun you’ll have 
trying to unravel the story of Colonel 
H. Wesley Eberhardt. 

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Illustration by John Kettelwell
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Y E A R S  A G O

How far would you go to win a bet? 
If the prize for winning the bet was 
the opportunity to buy a valuable 
Sherlockian collection from one of the 
founding members of the Sons of the 
Copper Beeches, the answer to that 
question is contained in a book by Arthur 
H. Lewis. The Copper Beeches was 
originally published by Trident Press 
in 1971. The Sherlock Holmes Col-
lections holds three copies, including 
the book which belonged to Bill Rabe. 
His copy contains his bookplate and a 
copy of the publisher notice introduc-
ing the book. Pocket Books New York 
published a paperback edition in 1972.
 
Arthur Harry Lewis was born Septem-
ber 27, 1905 in Mahanoy City, PA. He 
began his college education at Franklin 
and Marshall College in Lancaster and 
transferred to Columbia University 
one year later. Leaving college before 
he earned a degree, he went to work at 
the Philadelphia Inquirer. He remained 
there from 1927 until 1931and after a 
six-year break, returned to the Inquirer 
from 1937 until 1939. As his obituary 
noted, “His early career was spent in 
public relations in New York, Philadel-
phia and Harrisburg, where he wrote 
speeches, arranged dinners, and served 
as a PR handiman for four Pennsylva-
nia governors…He also taught journal-
ism at the University of Pittsburgh 
and at Harcum Junior College, in Bryn 
Mawr, and had a weekly radio show 
in Pittsburgh.” His first book, The Aar-
onsburg Story, was published in 1956. 
Four years later, his second book, The 
Worlds of Chippy Patterson, convinced 
him to quit his PR job and become a 
full-time writer. He and his wife Juliet 
moved to the Philadelphia area where 
his writing routine was consistent. 
He began at 5:30 am, took a break at 
9:30 am, and worked until he com-
pleted 1500 words, resulting in fifteen 
non-fiction books, one novel and one 
mystery. Lewis was fascinated with 

traveling carnivals. The 1977 Those 
Philadelphia Kellys – with a Touch of 
Grace featured the true life story of the 
Kellys and Philadelphia’s own royalty, 
Princess Grace of Monaco, much to her 
displeasure. 

The combination of Lewis’s knowledge 
of carnival life, Philadelphia history, 
and above all, Sherlock Holmes, led to 
the 1971 Copper Beeches. A long-time 
member of that Philadelphia scion, 
Lewis introduced the reader to his 
character Frank, the historian of the 
group, and a number of men who at-
tended their meetings at the Diogenes 
Club. A companionable group, one 
man stood out for all the wrong rea-
sons. Colonel H. Wesley Eberhardt was 
a man of many traits, none of them 
good. A braggart, racist, homophobe, 
xenophobe, egotist, and misogynist, 
the best thing that could be said about 

those he termed “eccentrics…[and] the 
only ones who accomplish anything.” 
Consequently Lewis was described as 
“a gifted storyteller who turned the 
shadowy lives of con men, carnies, 
prostitutes and other off-beat charac-
ters into best-selling books.” 
His Edgar nominated Lament for the 
Molly Maguires came out in 1964. A 
New York Times review of August 30 
cited the author’s research, but he “has 
obviously listened to only one side of 
the division, and thereby produced 
an interesting contribution to Penn-
sylvania’s folklore rather than to her 
history.” That criticism wasn’t enough, 
or was perhaps it was just right, for 
Paramount to adapt the book into the 
film “The Molly Maguires” in 1970. 
With an all-star cast led by Sean Con-
nery, Richard Harris, and Samantha 
Eggar, the film received favorable 
ratings. That same year The Carnival 
was published, and featured inter-
views with performers in the world of 

in...exclusive men’s clubs in New 
York....I believe it was the inspira-
tion for some of his Muppets, the old 
men [Statler and Waldorf] who sit in a 
theater balcony, with very serious jowls 
and swollen upper and lower eyelids 
with deep creases running from the 
edges of their nostrils down to their 
chins.”

Her first “likeness” doll was of her hus-
band, displayed in his office. “Dorothy 
Shaw was a patient...and she asked me 
if I would secretly make a doll of John. 
She wanted to give him a surprise 
birthday present and had run out of 
ideas....I asked her to present me with 
six separate photos of John displaying 
various angles of his face...and then I 
began my journey.... John had a very 
short torso which I captured in his 
likeness, and I delighted in dressing 
him as well.

Over the years, Caryn’s doll appeared 
in a number of publications and pho-
tographs. Perhaps the first appearance 
featuring both Shaw and doll occurred 
in a photograph taken by Candice Ru-
bin from Dallas, Texas during a Janu-
ary 1986 visit to Santa Fe. Later that 
year, the Shaw Twins appeared again, 
this time in the December 1986 issue 
of Smithsonian Magazine in an image 
taken by Chad Slattery for an article by 
Fred Strebeigh, “To His Modern Fans, 
Sherlock is Still Worth a Close Look.”
Slattery’s photograph appeared again in 
two publications which posthumously 
honored Shaw: First, on the cover of 
Vinnie Brosnan’s 1996 Sherlock in LA 

detailed letters and some 400 photo-
copies per month, bearing almost all 
the expenses himself. ‘Bread cast upon 
the water,’ Shaw says.”

Caryn’s artistry and Shaw’s final ob-
servation remind us of our continuing 
mission, to be the world center for the 
study and appreciation of Sherlock 
Holmes. The shutdown occasioned by 
the pandemic prevented us from doing 
much of our regular work. Happily, 
circumstances are brightening as we 
transition from a “work from home” 
environment to a more regular pres-
ence in the library. At the same time, 
we are gradually expanding other on-
site services. During the shutdown our 
Reading Room was available to those 
affiliated with the university: faculty, 
students, and staff on an appointment 
basis. Recently, we made the Read-
ing Room available to non-affiliated 
researchers, also on an appointment 
basis. We are still discouraging long-
distance domestic and international 
travel to the library, but are hopeful 
that sometime later this year we will 
loosen those restrictions as well.

If you are a local or regional researcher 
interested in using the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections, please contact me 
via email (johns976@umn.edu) to set 
up an appointment. Because of current 
conditions, we ask that you contact 
us at least a week in advance of your 
intended visit. If you have a list of spe-
cific items you wish to examine, please 

catalogue and seventeen years after 
that in The Sage of Santa Fe: Adventures 
and Public Life of John Bennett Shaw, 
by Susan Rice and Brosnan, privately 
published in Oceanside, California at 
the Sherlock in L.A. Press in 2013.

Caryn’s porcelain portrait posed in a 
number of venues throughout An-
dersen Library, before and during the 
pandemic. Ever watchful, ever playful, 
for a number of years our Shaw doll 
presided over the card catalog in the 
reading room/processing room of our 
first floor suite. After we relocated to 
the new Wallin Center on the ground 
floor of Andersen, Mr. Shaw’s figurine 
found a suitable seat in our new digs. 
His miniature also graced the oc-
casional exhibit, including our most 
recent show, “Dark Places, Wicked 
Companions & Strange Experiences.”
Strebeigh provided a brief portrait of 

Shaw: “Working at his home in Santa 
Fe, he advises much of the Sherlockian 
world from an 18-foot-square inner 
sanctum. Around its walls stretch 
books, eight shelves high and mostly 
two rows deep. Removed from their 
little room, Shaw's 12,000 volumes 
would stretch the length of London's 
Charing Cross Station. Into other 
rooms he tucks Sherlockian chess sets 
and alarm clocks, pillowcases and 
knee socks, along with 4,000 peri-
odicals and 20,000 press clippings....
For now, Shaw continues to serve as 
unpaid librarian to all Sherlockians. 
Requests flow in—from an Argentinian 
studying a Scotland Yard detective, an 
Englishman preparing a Holmes biog-
raphy, a Nebraskan analyzing Holmes' 
use of the telephone, a Japanese seek-
ing first editions. He responds with 

Continued on page 7
Continued on page 8
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he Friends of the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections held its 
May 3, 2021 Board meeting 
via Zoom.   

First, we acknowledged the passing of 
Jon Lellenberg.  Jon was a good friend 
to the Collections.  He reviewed copies 
of the newsletter prior to distribution, 
guided the Friends with his wisdom, 
and was supportive of the Collections.  
Various ways of honoring Jon were 
reviewed.

Tim Johnson updated us on finances 
of the John Bennett Shaw Fund, the 
Hench Endowment Fund, and the 
E. W. McDiarmid Curator of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections Fund.  
He also gave us an update on the 
reopening of the library for researchers
by making reservations with Tim and 
the reopening of the University for 
classes this fall.  Tim discussed the 

website conversion to a new version of 
Drupal including its effect on website 
content and he updated us on recent 
acquisition activity.

We discussed recent activities and 
planned issues of the Newsletter.  
The mailing list has been updated 
and the number of newsletters will be 
adjusted.  An annual review and 
updating of the list is planned.

Our contact at the Minnesota History 
Center said The International 
Exhibition of Sherlock Holmes is 
on the History Center’s schedule for 
the second half of 2022.  Options to 
participate were discussed, but the 
uncertainty due to COVID makes 
planning difficult.

The next Board meeting is scheduled 
for August 2021.  

2022 Conference
Preliminary planning for the next 
Sherlock Holmes Conference con-
tinues.  Options up for discussion 
between the Library, the Norwegian 
Explorers and the Friends include a 
one-day online conference in June of 
2022 and a traditional in person 
conference in 2024 which would 
coincide with the 50th Anniversary 
of the collections.  

Donations!
Yes, the University of Minnesota, and 
its Libraries, have been hit by the 
Pandemic.  Continuation of expenses 
and cuts in revenue are having an ef-
fect on the Libraries.  Any contribution 
you can make to the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections would be most welcome.  
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/fund.
html?id=HOLMES

Gary Thaden, President
President, Friends of the 

Sherlock Holmes Collections

From the President
A couple of days ago (this being 
written in mid-May), we wit-
nessed a rapid change in our 
status as it related to the global 
pandemic. First, the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention 
provided new guidance for individu-
als who are fully vaccinated (which 
includes most of the staff at the Ander-
sen Library). This guidance allowed us 
to “resume activities without wearing 
masks or physically distancing, except 
where required by federal, state, local, 
tribal, or territorial laws, rules and 
regulations, including local business 
and workplace guidance.” This was 
quickly followed by the Governor 
of Minnesota, who signed an execu-
tive order which essentially canceled 
the state’s mask mandate. Local news 
reports noted that this action marked 
“a singular milestone in the COVID-19 
pandemic.” Shortly thereafter, Univer-
sity of Minnesota President Joan Gabel 
announced that the University “will 
follow the guidance of Governor Walz, 
and state and federal public health 
officials” as we have done for the 
duration of this health crisis.

What does this mean for those who 
wish to visit the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections to conduct research?

First, we should note that the situation 
is still somewhat fluid and that units 
such as the University Libraries are 
still working out details. We can say 
that for visitors to Andersen Library, 
our restrictions on use are gradually 
loosening. As of this writing we are 
now allowing visits from individuals 
not affiliated with the University who 
reside locally or in the Upper Midwest 
region. We continue to discourage 
visitors from other parts of the United 
States or international researchers. 
Those requests for assistance are still 
handled via email or through digital 
scanning services.

I For visitors from the metropolitan 
area or Upper Midwest region, we still 
require notice of your intention to visit 
a week in advance of your anticipated 
date. This will allow us to verify the 
availability of materials and insure 
adequate staffing once you arrive. You 
should contact me directly, as the cura-
tor of the Collections, with your re-
quest to visit and a list of the items you 
wish to consult. I will then notify our 
departmental reference staff of your 
intended visit. At this point you should 
not make any further travel plans until 
you have received a confirmation email 
from the reference staff and completed 
the online registration form which 
they will provide for you. Once you 
have completed the form and received 
confirmation of your visit, you may 
complete any necessary travel plans 
to the library. We ask you to remain 
cautious and stay at home if you are 
feeling sick. We encourage our library 
visitors be vaccinated and if you’re not, 
you will be expected to wear a mask 
when indoors. Each member of the 
Libraries’ staff has contributed to 
keeping our University community 
safe for over a year. Vaccination is a 
final step which is critical for keeping 
all of us safe.

Because of the pandemic, our Reading 
Room spaces are not yet at full capacity 
and our hours of service are still lim-
ited. During the most restricted period 
we had four research spaces available 
for four hours a day over a four day 
week; we were not open to researchers 
on Wednesday. We have now expanded 
our research spaces to eight, but are 
still operating on a limited schedule. 
This may change by the time you read 
this, so we will post any changes in op-
erating status to the department’s main 
web page (https://www.lib.umn.edu/
special). Any change in status should 
also appear on the Holmes Collections 
website, https://www.lib.umn.edu/
holmes.

We will operate on the “honor
system” regarding your vaccination 
status and not ask for proof of vac-
cination. Because the Libraries has not 
finalized details on mask requirements 
for visitors, our best suggestion is to 
have a mask handy in case it is needed. 
If you are not yet fully vaccinated, the 
University will expect you to wear 
a mask indoors. Some of our staff 
may continue to wear masks during 
your visit. We ask you to honor this 
choice. Once you arrive, most of our 
protocols remain the same. You will 
confirm your registration at our main 
service desk in the Wallin Center (on 
the ground floor of Andersen Library), 
receive guidance on use, and directions 
for locker storage. Once in the Reading 
Room, you will sign in and be directed 
by the desk staff to your table. I will, in 
most cases, be there to greet you and 
provide any additional assistance and 
guidance.

Staff such as myself continued to be 
encouraged to work from home until 
the University’s planned return to 
campus on August 2. Details on our 
return to our offices are still in 
progress; the University will provide 
updates as they develop.

This has been an extraordinary fifteen 
months. On behalf of my colleagues 
in Andersen Library and across the 
University Libraries system, I thank 
you for your patience and understanding
during this challenging time. In ad-
dition, I want to thank you for your 
continuing support of the Collections 
through your monetary and material 
gifts. Each contribution helps us to 
fulfill our mission as the world’s center 
for the study and appreciation of Mr. 
Sherlock Holmes. I hope your summer 
will be a relaxing one, eased from the 
stresses we have all faced, and filled 
with adventures of the Master. You are 
an exceptional community, and I am 
thankful to be a part of it.

Timothy J. Johnson
E. W. McDiarmid Curator of the Sherlock 

Homes Collections

An Update from the Collections

Musings
im Johnson has written our 
lead article about the John 
Bennett Shaw doll who’s 
kept watch over the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections. Our goal 

with this newsletter has been to learn 
about the history of the individual 
holdings in the Collections and we now 
know the background of this silent but 
ever-present sentinel.

Richard Sveum has reported on what 
sometimes makes an interesting work 
of literature even more fascinating. In 
this instance we get to see the “defective 
detective” in all his glory. Tim Johnson 
writes about the gradual reopening of 

T the Andersen Library and Gary Thaden’s 
article covers the latest meeting of 
the board of the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections.

I first read Copper Beeches in the early 
1990s when I knew no Sherlockians 
outside of my local scion the Norwegian 
Explorers. It was quite a different expe-
rience reading it again and recognizing 
the now familiar names. My thanks to 
Steve Rothman, longtime member of 
the Copper Beeches, for his comments 
on the Arthur Lewis book. He reported 
that the scion members “all thought it 
was very funny.” In addition to those 
mentioned in the article there were 

quite a few other people that Lewis 
knew included as characters such as 
Ben Wolf and reporter Nels Nelson of 
The Philadelphia Daily News. I hope that 
Lewis’s wife Juliet found his portrayal 
of the character entertaining. If you 
enjoyed the program Mad Men, you’ll be 
familiar with the milieu of the book.

Lastly, those of us on the editorial 
board, like so many others, acutely 
feel the loss of our board member 
Jon Lellenberg. We chose not to rush 
an issue honoring him and instead look 
forward to doing so in September. 
We miss him.

Julie McKuras

T
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In the Likeness of Shaw… Continued from Page 1 50
Y E A R S  A G O

How far would you go to win a bet? 
If the prize for winning the bet was 
the opportunity to buy a valuable 
Sherlockian collection from one of the 
founding members of the Sons of the 
Copper Beeches, the answer to that 
question is contained in a book by Arthur 
H. Lewis. The Copper Beeches was 
originally published by Trident Press 
in 1971. The Sherlock Holmes Col-
lections holds three copies, including 
the book which belonged to Bill Rabe. 
His copy contains his bookplate and a 
copy of the publisher notice introduc-
ing the book. Pocket Books New York 
published a paperback edition in 1972.
 
Arthur Harry Lewis was born Septem-
ber 27, 1905 in Mahanoy City, PA. He 
began his college education at Franklin 
and Marshall College in Lancaster and 
transferred to Columbia University 
one year later. Leaving college before 
he earned a degree, he went to work at 
the Philadelphia Inquirer. He remained 
there from 1927 until 1931and after a 
six-year break, returned to the Inquirer 
from 1937 until 1939. As his obituary 
noted, “His early career was spent in 
public relations in New York, Philadel-
phia and Harrisburg, where he wrote 
speeches, arranged dinners, and served 
as a PR handiman for four Pennsylva-
nia governors…He also taught journal-
ism at the University of Pittsburgh 
and at Harcum Junior College, in Bryn 
Mawr, and had a weekly radio show 
in Pittsburgh.” His first book, The Aar-
onsburg Story, was published in 1956. 
Four years later, his second book, The 
Worlds of Chippy Patterson, convinced 
him to quit his PR job and become a 
full-time writer. He and his wife Juliet 
moved to the Philadelphia area where 
his writing routine was consistent. 
He began at 5:30 am, took a break at 
9:30 am, and worked until he com-
pleted 1500 words, resulting in fifteen 
non-fiction books, one novel and one 
mystery. Lewis was fascinated with 

traveling carnivals. The 1977 Those 
Philadelphia Kellys – with a Touch of 
Grace featured the true life story of the 
Kellys and Philadelphia’s own royalty, 
Princess Grace of Monaco, much to her 
displeasure. 

The combination of Lewis’s knowledge 
of carnival life, Philadelphia history, 
and above all, Sherlock Holmes, led to 
the 1971 Copper Beeches. A long-time 
member of that Philadelphia scion, 
Lewis introduced the reader to his 
character Frank, the historian of the 
group, and a number of men who at-
tended their meetings at the Diogenes 
Club. A companionable group, one 
man stood out for all the wrong rea-
sons. Colonel H. Wesley Eberhardt was 
a man of many traits, none of them 
good. A braggart, racist, homophobe, 
xenophobe, egotist, and misogynist, 
the best thing that could be said about 

those he termed “eccentrics…[and] the 
only ones who accomplish anything.” 
Consequently Lewis was described as 
“a gifted storyteller who turned the 
shadowy lives of con men, carnies, 
prostitutes and other off-beat charac-
ters into best-selling books.” 
His Edgar nominated Lament for the 
Molly Maguires came out in 1964. A 
New York Times review of August 30 
cited the author’s research, but he “has 
obviously listened to only one side of 
the division, and thereby produced 
an interesting contribution to Penn-
sylvania’s folklore rather than to her 
history.” That criticism wasn’t enough, 
or was perhaps it was just right, for 
Paramount to adapt the book into the 
film “The Molly Maguires” in 1970. 
With an all-star cast led by Sean Con-
nery, Richard Harris, and Samantha 
Eggar, the film received favorable 
ratings. That same year The Carnival 
was published, and featured inter-
views with performers in the world of 

in...exclusive men’s clubs in New 
York....I believe it was the inspira-
tion for some of his Muppets, the old 
men [Statler and Waldorf] who sit in a 
theater balcony, with very serious jowls 
and swollen upper and lower eyelids 
with deep creases running from the 
edges of their nostrils down to their 
chins.”

Her first “likeness” doll was of her hus-
band, displayed in his office. “Dorothy 
Shaw was a patient...and she asked me 
if I would secretly make a doll of John. 
She wanted to give him a surprise 
birthday present and had run out of 
ideas....I asked her to present me with 
six separate photos of John displaying 
various angles of his face...and then I 
began my journey.... John had a very 
short torso which I captured in his 
likeness, and I delighted in dressing 
him as well.

Over the years, Caryn’s doll appeared 
in a number of publications and pho-
tographs. Perhaps the first appearance 
featuring both Shaw and doll occurred 
in a photograph taken by Candice Ru-
bin from Dallas, Texas during a Janu-
ary 1986 visit to Santa Fe. Later that 
year, the Shaw Twins appeared again, 
this time in the December 1986 issue 
of Smithsonian Magazine in an image 
taken by Chad Slattery for an article by 
Fred Strebeigh, “To His Modern Fans, 
Sherlock is Still Worth a Close Look.”
Slattery’s photograph appeared again in 
two publications which posthumously 
honored Shaw: First, on the cover of 
Vinnie Brosnan’s 1996 Sherlock in LA 

detailed letters and some 400 photo-
copies per month, bearing almost all 
the expenses himself. ‘Bread cast upon 
the water,’ Shaw says.”

Caryn’s artistry and Shaw’s final ob-
servation remind us of our continuing 
mission, to be the world center for the 
study and appreciation of Sherlock 
Holmes. The shutdown occasioned by 
the pandemic prevented us from doing 
much of our regular work. Happily, 
circumstances are brightening as we 
transition from a “work from home” 
environment to a more regular pres-
ence in the library. At the same time, 
we are gradually expanding other on-
site services. During the shutdown our 
Reading Room was available to those 
affiliated with the university: faculty, 
students, and staff on an appointment 
basis. Recently, we made the Read-
ing Room available to non-affiliated 
researchers, also on an appointment 
basis. We are still discouraging long-
distance domestic and international 
travel to the library, but are hopeful 
that sometime later this year we will 
loosen those restrictions as well.

If you are a local or regional researcher 
interested in using the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections, please contact me 
via email (johns976@umn.edu) to set 
up an appointment. Because of current 
conditions, we ask that you contact 
us at least a week in advance of your 
intended visit. If you have a list of spe-
cific items you wish to examine, please 

catalogue and seventeen years after 
that in The Sage of Santa Fe: Adventures 
and Public Life of John Bennett Shaw, 
by Susan Rice and Brosnan, privately 
published in Oceanside, California at 
the Sherlock in L.A. Press in 2013.

Caryn’s porcelain portrait posed in a 
number of venues throughout An-
dersen Library, before and during the 
pandemic. Ever watchful, ever playful, 
for a number of years our Shaw doll 
presided over the card catalog in the 
reading room/processing room of our 
first floor suite. After we relocated to 
the new Wallin Center on the ground 
floor of Andersen, Mr. Shaw’s figurine 
found a suitable seat in our new digs. 
His miniature also graced the oc-
casional exhibit, including our most 
recent show, “Dark Places, Wicked 
Companions & Strange Experiences.”
Strebeigh provided a brief portrait of 

Shaw: “Working at his home in Santa 
Fe, he advises much of the Sherlockian 
world from an 18-foot-square inner 
sanctum. Around its walls stretch 
books, eight shelves high and mostly 
two rows deep. Removed from their 
little room, Shaw's 12,000 volumes 
would stretch the length of London's 
Charing Cross Station. Into other 
rooms he tucks Sherlockian chess sets 
and alarm clocks, pillowcases and 
knee socks, along with 4,000 peri-
odicals and 20,000 press clippings....
For now, Shaw continues to serve as 
unpaid librarian to all Sherlockians. 
Requests flow in—from an Argentinian 
studying a Scotland Yard detective, an 
Englishman preparing a Holmes biog-
raphy, a Nebraskan analyzing Holmes' 
use of the telephone, a Japanese seek-
ing first editions. He responds with 

Continued on page 7
Continued on page 8
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/

100 Years Ago...Continued from Page 2

Continued on page 7

never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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Gary Thaden
,

In 1921, Stephen Leacock (1869-
1944) was planning a three-month 
lecture tour of Great Britain from his 
home in Canada, his publisher, John 
Lane (1854-1925) pressed him to 
produce a book which could be sold 
during the tour.  Leacock was unable 
to complete a new book so as an alter-
native his 1911 book, Nonsense Novels, 
was reprinted in a deluxe edition with 
colored illustrations by John Kettelwell 
(1890-1933).  The economics of the 
project required Leacock to accept 
a reduced royalty on the book.  The 
Sherlock Holmes Collections has John 
Bennett Shaw’s copy with his book-
plate.  The illustration of the first story, 
the humorous pastiche, “Maddened by 
Mystery: or, The Defective Detective” is 
what makes this edition so special.

According to Ellery Queen, as noted in 
The Misadventures of Sherlock Holmes, 
“Maddened by Mystery,” from Stephen 
Leacock’s Nonsense Novels, is Canada’s 
contribution to our Parade of Parodies.  
The author goes all out in his satire 
of the Sacred Writings and the Great 
Man.  The Sherlock Holmes character 
is called “The Great Detective” with 
capital letters as compared to “the great 
detective” without capitals used in “An 
Irreducible Detective Story” the subject 
of the 100 years ago column written by 
our editor Julie McKuras (Friends of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections Newsletter 
Vol. 20, Number 2, June 2016).

The pastiche begins:
The Great Detective sat in his office.  
He wore a long green gown and half 
a dozen secret badges pinned to the 
outside of it.

Three or four pairs of false whiskers 
hung on a whisker stand beside him.
Goggles, blue spectacles, and motor 
glasses lay within easy reach.  
He could completely disguise him-
self at a second’s notice.

as ‘JK’ was more than an artist.  He 
was born in Westminster, London, 
the son of a shipowner and agent, and 
attended King’s School Canterbury and 
St. John’s College, Oxford. He moved 
to Canada where he exhibited his art 
in Montreal, and returned to England 
during the World War, serving in 
the Royal Navy and was stationed in 
Portsmouth 1915-1919.  After the war 
he traveled to all parts of the world. 
Kettelwell, who spoke seven languages, 
wrote plays and books, became an 
authority on bullfighting and made a 
home in Seville, Spain.  In March 1932 
he was invited to succeed Uncle Co-
lumbus on the BBC’s Children’s Hour.  
JK’s great success as a radio personality 
was short lived when he died in Octo-
ber 1933.  His talent as an artist was 
first seen in the King’s School’s inhouse 
magazine the Holme House Gazette, in a 
Beardsley-esque style.  In 1917 he was 
commissioned by John Lane to provide 
illustrations for a humorous chronicle 
of current events A Second Diary of the 
Great Warr by ‘Samuel Pepys Junior.’  
In 1919 he illustrated A Last Diary of 
the Great Warr, and over the next ten 
years worked on three other books and 
wrote and illustrated two books, Bea-
ver: An Alphabet of Beards (1922) and 
The Story of Aladdin, and his Wonderful 
Lamp (1928).  His illustrations are of-
ten compared to the English illustrator 
Audrey Beardsley (1872-1898) and the 
Irish illustrator Harry Clarke (1889-
1931), emphasizing the grotesque, the 
decadent and the erotic.  

The 1921 deluxe edition of Nonsense 
Novels by Stephen Leacock was pub-
lished by John Lane, The Bodley Head 
Ltd and printed by The Mayflower 
Press in Plymouth, England by Wil-
liam Brendon & Son Ltd, a printing 
business that was started in Cornwall, 
moved to Plymouth and destroyed by 
an air raid in 1941.

	 Richard J. Sveum, BSI

References
Stephen Leacock: His Remarkable Life by Al-
bert Moritz and Theresa Moritz (Markham, 
Ontario, Fitzhenry and Whiteside, 2002).

The Bodley Head 1887-1987 by J. W. Lam-
bert and Michael Ratcliffe (London, The 
Bodley Head, 1987).

The OKS Magazine Offcuts, No. 44, 
Autumn 2016, “Archives, Unknown OKS 
No. 17: John Kettelwell (1890-1933): Book 
Illustrations and Children’s Hour” page 18.

Half a bucket of cocaine and a dip-
per stood on a chair at his elbow.

His face was absolutely impen-
etrable.
A pile of cryptograms lay on the 
desk.  The Great Detective hastily 
tore them open one after the other, 
solved them, and threw them down 
the cryptogram chute at his side.

There was a rap at the door.
The Great Detective hurriedly wrapped 
himself in a pink domino, adjusted a 
pair of false black whiskers and cried:
“Come in."

The illustration captures the burlesque 
humor of the text and the artists 
monogram below the chair.  The clas-
sic domino is a robe-like costume used 
in masquerades of the 18th Century 
and the “Pink Dominoes” might refer 
to the poem by Rudyard Kipling, 
“They are fools who kiss and tell.” 
 
The pastiche uses exaggeration and 
is about the kidnapping of the Prince 
of Württemberg.  The Great Detec-
tive and his secretary are visited by 
the Prime Minister of England, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and his 
sister the Countess of Dashleigh, the 
most beautiful woman in England.  
The story ends in an absurdity but I 
will not spoil it and I encourage you 
to read it online https://archive.org/
details/nonsensenovelsil00leacuoft/
mode/2up.

The illustrator, John Kettelwell, known 
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50 Years Ago… Continued from Page 3

him was he didn’t, to our knowledge, 
kick his dog. The bet that he and his 
wife could completely disappear for 
six months was placed and condi-
tions agreed upon. Journalist Ralph 
Reppert, himself a member of The Six 
Napoleons as was Lewis, wrote in his 
October 17, 1971 book review in The 
Baltimore Sun, “Can a man in this day 
and age, registered as he is in school 
records, military service records, Social 
Security records and a score of others, 
successfully disappear and remain in 
hiding for more than a few days?” As a 
final insult to the six men who signed 
onto the bet, the Colonel told them 
“…no one in the world could find 
him…not even the great Mr. Sherlock 
Holmes himself.” Without giving away 
the detailed planning, travels, and 
inquiries, Frank, who shared an amaz-
ing number of similarities with Lewis, 
with Marv Abrams (Marv Aronson) 
and Charlie Starr (H.W. Starr) among 
the six, adhered to the principals of the 
Master in their pursuit. 

A review from the Jackson Sun of 
Jackson TN concluded “Nobody but 
the author of ‘Carnival’ could have 
revived the delicious, cloak-and-dagger 
intrigue of the classic Sherlock Holmes 
mysteries as adroitly as has been done 
in ‘Copper Beeches.’” It was “…a minor 
masterpiece with ‘Copper Beeches,’ a 
fantastic blend of humor, macabre, and 
suspense seasoned with Pennsylvania 
local color and augmented by 
Mr. Lewis’ thorough knowledge of 
carnival life…As delightful as the 
Sherlock stories themselves, ‘Copper 
Beeches’ is full of unusual clues, twists, 
and a totally unguessable surprise 
ending…Go out and read this utterly 
charming tale for yourself, if you want 
to laugh a great deal, shiver quite a bit, 
and mainly if you enjoy the mental 
exercise of following the unraveling of 

a mystery. And don’t be at all surprised 
if reading ‘Copper Beeches’ leaves you 
with an overwhelming desire to read 
Sherlock Holmes all over again; better 
still, to play detective yourself.”

The March 1972 Baker Street Journal 
report on the meeting of the Red Circle 
announced that guest speaker “…
Mr. Lewis delivered urgent warning of 
the imminent arrival in Washington of 
the infamous Col. H. Wesley Eberhardt.”

Arthur H. Lewis died on January 25, 
1995. The Baker Street Journal 
reported on his death. “He was a 
faithful member of The Sons of the 
Copper Beeches, and he had grand fun 
libelling his fellow Sherlockians in…
Copper Beeches.” One gentleman 
who met him at the Philadelphia Free 
Library seminars said of Lewis “He 
truly loved being a writer.”

Ralph Reppert’s review concluded 
his review with this. “To any lover of 
detective fiction, the chase is delight-
ful. And then blood chilling, as clues 
which suggest some very serious 
developments come to light. Non-
Sherlockians will find the account a 
better than average detective story, 
despite its many inconsistencies. Baker 
Street Irregulars will love it, for there 
are scores of references to hallowed 
Sherlockian things.” 

Now go find Copper Beeches, whether 
on your own or library shelves, and 
enjoy the good times that Lewis had 
with his scion, and the fun you’ll have 
trying to unravel the story of Colonel 
H. Wesley Eberhardt. 

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Illustration by John Kettelwell
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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI
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University of Minnesota
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Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
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Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3
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Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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In the Likeness of Shaw: Keeping Watch 
During the Pandemic
Timothy Johnson
E.W. McDiarmid Curator of the Sherlock Holmes Collections

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 15G, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-624-3552
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters, 
we would appreciate being informed of changes 
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@umn.edu

“For three hours we strolled about together, watching the ever-changing kaleidoscope of 
life as it ebbs and flows through Fleet Street and the Strand.” (RESI)

ohn Bennett Shaw—“The Hans Sloane of My Age”—as he was known by his 1965 
investiture in the Baker Street Irregulars, truly lived up to this brilliant moniker as a 
collector of Sherlockiana and inspirational friend to many. His collection, received 
in 1993 and formally opened in 1995, joined the earlier acquired Hench Collection 
to form the core of the Sherlock Holmes Collections at the University of Minnesota. 

Among the many books, periodicals, and ephemera Shaw gathered over the decades, one 
item mirrored—if in diminutive fashion—the man himself: a doll created by Albuquerque, 
New Mexico artist Caryn Ostrowe Wagner which featured Shaw sporting a deerstalker hat, 
a pipe in one hand, a book in the other.

Caryn believes that her husband, Steve, a 
prosthodontist, first met Shaw at a meeting 
of The Brothers Three of Moriarity, a scion 
society created by “The Sage of Santa Fe.” 
Steve has “a life-long passion for the stories, 
and he would meet up with the group, 
deerstalker hat in hand.” At the same time, 
Caryn “had a business of making handmade 
porcelain dolls as well as porcelain din-
ner and serve ware” which she pursued for 
nearly two decades. “John’s doll was my 
very final doll project, and I believe to be 
my best.”
Previously, Caryn “created a series of six 
dolls for the windows of Tiffany’s in New 
York City” which were purchased by Mrs. 
Effie Murchison of Chicago, “an important 
collector,” after the close of the exhibition. 
While on display, Caryn “also met the owner of Meyer’s Jewelry in Florida while standing 
at the windows, and he commissioned six bridal dolls for his windows. Frank Oz of The 
Muppets is one of my earliest collectors from the early ‘70s, and the small piece was of an 
old man sitting in a very plump wing-backed chair from a series I called, The Moguls....
They were inspired by the older gents that I could see through the tall festooned windows 

J

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have 
made contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Memory Of	 From

Jon Lellenberg	 Mike and Julie McKuras

Jon Lellenberg	 Richard J. Sveum

Caryn Ostrowe Wagner

Continued on page 6

In the Likeness of Shaw… Continued from Page 6 

provide this information as well; it will assist us in making sure all materials are available and ready for your use when 
you arrive.

John Bennett Shaw’s abiding presence through his collections continues to inform our work. His likeness in doll form, 
artfully captured by Caryn Ostrowe Wagner, kept watch over the Collections during the pandemic and now invites us 
back to the library as we carefully re-open for  public visits.

My thanks to Caryn for the delightful background information on her work and the creation of her John Bennett Shaw 
doll. Additional thanks to Jim Hawkins for his John Bennett Shaw website and the wealth of information contained 
there.

Remembering Jon L. Lellenberg
The December 1999 issue of this newsletter carried a short article titled 
“The Historian of This Bunch.” It was my second issue as editor and I was 
honored to announce that Jon, who in 1998 was named “Thucydides”, 
the official historian of the Baker Street Irregulars, had accepted my invitation 
to join our Editorial Board. He received the investiture of “Rodger Prescott of 
evil memory” from the Baker Street Irregulars in 1974 and was awarded the 
Two-Shilling Award in 1999. Our debt to Jon runs deep and wide and we knew an 
appropriate remembrance with such a short time between his death on April 24, 
2021 and publishing this issue couldn’t do him justice. Our September issue 

will focus on Jon and his contributions to the Sherlock Holmes Collections.




