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M UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA | EXTENSION

TOURISM CENTER

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY — THE RANGE RECREATION CIVIC CENTER: UNDERSTANDING
VISITORS AND MEASURING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION

The Range Recreation Civic Center (RRCC), located in Eveleth, Minnesota, is a multi-million dollar
curling arena and event center. It is also home to the Curl Mesabi Curling Club. Opened in 1998, the
RRCC and Curl Mesabi are noteworthy examples of intercommunity cooperation between the Quad
Cities of Eveleth, Gilbert, Mountain Iron, and Virginia. The RRCC was built through a Joint Powers
Agreement, and Curl Mesabi was formed through the equally unprecedented merger of three small
curling clubs in Eveleth, Gilbert, and Virginia.

In 2017, there were 318 members of Curl Mesabi, many actively volunteering to run the club and
facility. In addition, there were 70 youth members. Six months of the year the RRCC is a world class,
eight-sheet curling arena, and the other six months an event center and banquet facility.

Study Overview

Both Curl Mesabi and local stakeholders wanted to understand the role of the RRCC and curling club
in the region. The study’s primary goal was to measure the economic and social value associated
with the RRCC. To reach this goal, Extension surveyed bonspiel (curling tournament) attendees, Curl
Mesabi members, and event center users. This report is a high-level summary of results. A full report
is available from Curl Mesabi.

Findings

Economic Contribution: In 2017, the Range Recreation Civic Center supported an estimated total of
$2.4 million in economic activity (direct, indirect, and induced) in St. Louis County. This includes
$653,300 in labor income and 36 jobs across all county industries. The RRCC spent $312,362 to
operate, so for every dollar invested by the RRCC, $7.80 was generated in the county.

Directly, bonspiel attendees, Curl Mesabi members, and event center users/visitors spent $1.6
million in connection with the Range Recreation Civic Center. The majority (60 percent) of that
amount stemmed from local sources. Local sources included spending from people living within the
Quad Cities and from the RRCC itself. Non-local sources were primarily bonspiel travelers and guests
of those renting the facility.

Previous Economic Contribution Results: Conversations with RRCC staff revealed the 2017-2018
season was an average year for curling events and a strong year for event center rentals. Through the
years, the RRCC has hosted major regional, national, and international competitions, such as the
Mixed Doubles Olympic qualifiers. While Extension did not quantify those events, analyses done by
Curl Mesabi indicated major events since 2000 have generated more than $2.6 million in activity.

Social Contribution: A prominent model for describing community systems and community vitality
is the Community Capitals Framework. The framework recognizes the contributions of seven types
of capital to community well-being. Overall, Extension’s survey results showed the RRCC’s role in
building social capital. Both bonspiel attendees and Curl Mesabi members rated fun and socialization
as their top reasons for curling. Curl Mesabi members pointed to the social aspects of the RRCC—its
contributions to quality of life and the building of community ties across generations—as its greatest
contribution.
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Survey results also point to contributions to the cultural, financial, and built capitals of the region.
Together, the presence of these capitals helps boost tourism visits in the region. Curl Mesabi
members also ranked (from a list of attributes) the RRCC as a needed amenity that contributes to the
legacy of curling. Size and location were also top factors for event center visitors to select the site.

Bonspiel Visitors: Extension surveyed bonspiel and event visitors at nine RRCC activities between
December 2017 and March 2018. In total, 273 usable surveys were collected and analyzed. Of the
respondents, 64 percent were curlers, 35 percent were spectators, and 1 percent were other.
Respondents were 61 percent male and 38 percent female. Most (66 percent) stayed one day in
Eveleth and did not stay overnight. For those staying overnight, two-thirds stayed in either Eveleth or
Virginia. On average, each visitor spent $114 per day. Attendees cited fun, socialization, and
supporting a cause as their top three reasons for curling.

Study results indicated the RRCC has a highly positive reputation in the curling community,
especially related to viewing, ice quality, and event management. Ninety percent of attendees said
they would visit the facility again, with one person commenting that the RRCC is “as fine a curling
facility as anywhere in the world.” Word of mouth, experience, and the Curl Mesabi website were the
main ways visitors learned about the RRCC.

In terms of tourism, 85 percent of visitors indicated they had visited the area at times other than
their current visit to the RRCC. In addition, 60 percent said the RRCC influenced their decision to
visit; thus, the RRCC is drawing people to the Quad Cities. Most respondents came from within St.
Louis County (77 percent), with 5 percent from Itasca County and 2 percent from Hennepin County.

Curl Mesabi Members: Extension surveyed Curl Mesabi members in February 2018. In total, 156
usable surveys were collected and analyzed. Most respondents (97 percent) curled in leagues at the
RRCC. Most also participated in one to three bonspiels at the facility. Members were overwhelmingly
(97 percent) satisfied or very satisfied with the venue. One quarter of members have been curling for
five or fewer years.

On average, members spent $36 per week while curling. Two thirds invested in curling equipment in
2017, spending an average of $98. Twenty percent of respondents indicated they shopped more in
the Quad Cities because of the facility, which shows the civic center is driving local spending.

Members cited fun and time with family and friends as their top reasons for curling. They curled at
the RRCC due to its location, the connection with family and friends, and the quality of the ice and
facility. They also reported the RRCC contributes to the quality of life in the region, adds a needed

amenity, and strengthens community ties.

Event Center Users: Extension surveyed groups and individuals who rented the RRCC as an event
space in 2017. Eighteen of the 36 responded to the survey. Half of those used the facility for a
fundraiser. Event center users were overwhelmingly satisfied with the venue. All reported they were
satisfied or very satisfied with the facility and would recommend renting it. Size and location were
the most important factors in selecting the RRCC.

On average, each event had 290 attendees, 28 percent of which were from outside the Quad Cities.
Renters reported spending $5,800 with vendors (other than the RRCC) including caterers, musicians,
and DJs. Fundraisers reported average revenues of $13,600, most of which was donated.

Study Notes

The Northeast Regional Sustainable Development Partnership (NE RSDP) and Curl Mesabi Foundation
provided funding for this study. The data, analysis, and findings described in this report are specific
to St Louis County and the RRCC. Extension neither approves nor endorses applying these results to
other facilities or jurisdictions.
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Range Recreation Civic Center (RRCC), located in
Eveleth, Minnesota, is a multi-million dollar event
center and curling arena. It is also home to the Curl
Mesabi Curling Club. Opened in 1998, the RRCC and
Curl Mesabi are noteworthy examples of
intercommunity cooperation between the Quad
Cities of Eveleth, Gilbert, Mountain Iron, and
Virginia. The RRCC was built through an
unprecedented Joint Powers Agreement', and Curl
Mesabi was formed through the equally
unprecedented merger of three small curling clubs
in Eveleth, Gilbert, and Virginia.

In 2017, there were 318 members of Curl Mesabi,
many actively volunteering to run the club and
facility. In addition, there were 70 youth members.
Six months of the year the RRCC is a world class,
eight-sheet curling arena, and the other six months
an event center and banquet facility.

Because of its size and ice quality, the RRCC has
hosted numerous international and national events,
including the 2017 Mixed Doubles Olympic Qualifier.
The RRCC was also featured on NBC Sports’ Curling

Major Events Hosted at RRCC

Mixed Doubles Olympic Qualifier (2017)
Curling Night in America (2015)

Curl Mesabi Classic Cash Spiel (annual)
World Junior Championship (2007)

United States Curling Association, Challenge
Round (2005, 2006)

National Senior Championship (2000, 2005)

United States Women's Curling Associations,
National Bonspiel (2003)

United States Men’s and Women’s Championship
(2002)

Senior Women’s National Bonspiel (2001)

Night in America in 2015. Such positive reviews led to the Chinese teams renting a portion of the
facility for 30 days to train during the 2015-2016 season.

The annual Curl Mesabi Classic Cash Spiel is a major curling tournament. Over the years, it has
attracted teams from China, Japan, Scotland, Switzerland, Slovenia, Sweden, Korea, and Canada.

Both Curl Mesabi and local stakeholders wanted to understand the role of the RRCC and curling club

Photo credit: Velma Ostman

in the region. While the facility and club contribute to the
region in many ways, Curl Mesabi was most interested in
learning about its social and economic role. They also
wanted to learn more about visitors attending bonspiels.

This executive report focuses on the results of the economic
and social contribution analysis. A full report, with complete
details and methods, is available upon request from Curl
Mesabi and is available on the University of Minnesota
Extension website. The Northeast Regional Sustainable
Development Partnership (NE RSDP) and the Curl Mesabi
Foundation provided funding for this research.

This analysis focused on four main groups: 1) bonspiel attendees, 2)

Curl Mesabi members, 3) RRCC event center users, and 4) the RRCC

! In Joint Powers Agreements, governmental units formally agree to pool their resources and powers to address

common concerns or provide shared services.
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itself. University of Minnesota Extension surveyed each of these groups to gather data for this
analysis.

Extension received a total of 273 usable survey responses from bonspiel and event attendees (Table
1). In addition, 18 event center users and 156 Curl Mesabi members responded to their respective
surveys. In this report, all tables and figures indicate the number of responses with the “n =” label. A
figure labeled n = 150, for example, indicates 150 people responded to that particular question.

Table 1: Survey numbers and response rates

Survey Usable Surveys Population
Bonspiel and event attendees 273 1,500
Event center users 18 36
Curl Mesabi members 156 318

SURVEY FINDINGS

While not detailed in this particular report, there were
several key findings from the survey responses.

*  Members, curlers, and spectators were
overwhelmingly satisfied with the RRCC. Ice quality,
viewing opportunities, location, and helpfulness of
staff were all cited multiple times in surveys. As a
result, word of mouth and personal experience were
main reasons curlers came to the RRCC.

* The RRCC provides a needed amenity in the Quad
Cities. It contributes to quality of life by providing
opportunities for socialization and fun. Quality of
life, in turn, draws and retains residents.

Photo credit: Velma Ostman

* The RRCC continues to promote the long-standing tradition of curling on the Iron Range. Youth
programs, often led by “senior” members, develop new curlers and promote cross-generational
cooperation. The effort to draw new members is working. One-quarter of members have been
curling for five or fewer years.

*  The RRCC drives economic activity in the county. For every dollar invested by the RRCC, $7.80 is
generated in the county.

ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION

Four groups generate economic activity related to the RRCC facility. They include the three surveyed
groups—bonspiel and event attendees, members, and event center users—all of whom spent money
locally to participate in their activities at the RRCC. In addition, the Range Recreation Civic Center
also spent money for its operations. This section of the report provides a summary of the total
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economic value generated by these four sources. An in-depth - Rt B, Elq

i | | et
explanation of how the direct effect of each source was 555 Mz + currs '

calculated is provided in the appendices.

Total economic contribution is composed of direct, indirect,
and induced effects. Calculating the total economic
contribution of a facility begins with determining its direct
effects. Indirect and induced effects are then calculated using
input-output models. St. Louis County is the primary study area
for this analysis.

Economic contribution effects can be measured in terms of
output (sales), employment, and labor income. Output is the -~ }
most common economic contribution described in economic Photo credit: Ardy Nurmi-Wilberg
impact analysis studies. Labor income is also recommended as

a measure because it describes the economic benefits to study

area residents. Employment includes full-time, part-time, and seasonal employment, not full-time
equivalents.

DIRECT EFFECT

In 2017, an estimated $1.6 million was spent directly associated with the Range Recreation Civic
Center (Table 2). This includes spending related to bonspiel attendees, event center users, Curl
Mesabi members, and RRCC operations.

The majority of spending ($975,662) came from local sources. Local sources included spending from
people living within the Quad Cities (bonspiel participants, Curl Mesabi members, event center
users). Non-local sources included spending from people living outside the Quad Cities. Non-local
sources were primarily bonspiel travelers and guests of those renting the facility.

Table 2: Total Range Recreation Civic Center associated spending and employment, 2017

Local Non-Local Total Employment

Bonspiel and event

$87,600 $218,400 $306,000 2
attendees*
Members* $122,100 S0 $122,100 1
Event center users* $453,600 $411,840 $865,440 10
RRCC operations $312,362 SO $312,362 17
Total $975,662 $630,240 $1,605,902 30

Estimates by University of Minnesota Extension
* Does not include spending at RRCC (as that value is in RRCC operations)

Spending by local and non-local sources supports employment. In 2017, the RRCC employed 17
workers. Employees included the building manager, restaurant and bar staff, the icemaker, and other
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staff. Event center users supported 10 jobs in the county—such as people like DJs and caterers.
Bonspiel and event attendees, along with members, supported three jobs.

Distinguishing between local and non-local sources is important to policy discussions. Economists
argue local spending would occur in the region, regardless of the presence of the facility. For
example, event center users could host a wedding or fundraiser in another facility. Non-local
sources, however, represent “new” money in the economy, as this is money brought in from outside
the region.

INDIRECT AND INDUCED EFFECTS

Input-output models trace the flow of dollars throughout a local economy and capture the indirect
and induced, or secondary, effects of an economic activity. To quantify the indirect and induced
effects of the Range Recreation Civic Center, the direct effects were entered into the input-output
model, IMPLAN. This analysis uses IMPLAN version 3.0 with SAM (social accounting matrix)
multipliers and 2016 data.?

Indirect effects are those associated with a
change in economic activity due to spending for

goods and services directly tied to the facility. In
this case, these are the changes in the local
economy occurring because the RRCC, its event
center users, members, and visitors purchase
goods (e.g., supplies, utilities, and groceries) and
related services (e.g., advertising services,
accounting, and D]J services). Their purchases
create an increase in purchases across the
supply chain. Indirect effects are the summation
of these changes across an economy.

Types of Effects

Direct: Spending and employment by the RRCC,
its visitors, event center users, and Curl Mesabi

members

Indirect: Activity generated by spending for
goods and services by the RRCC, its visitors,
event center users, and Curl Mesabi members
(business-to-business spending)

Induced effects are those associated with a
change in economic activity due to spending by
the employees of businesses (labor) and by
households. These are economic changes related users, and Curl Mesabi members (consumer-to-
to spending by people directly employed by the business spending)

RRCC and those employed to serve visitors,
members, and event center users. They create

Induced: Activity generated by spending for
labor by the RRCC, its visitors, event center

effects as they make purchases for health care,
housing, and food. It also includes household
spending related to indirect effects.

As mentioned, there was an estimated $1.6 million of spending related to the RRCC in 2017. Of that,
the model estimates $410,900 was labor income (Table 3). The model also estimated the spending
directly created 36 jobs, including those at the RRCC and the workers employed at places (e.g.,
hotels and restaurants) that directly served RRCC visitors.

2 www.implan.com
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TOTAL CONTRIBUTION

In total, the Range Recreation Civic Center supported $2.4 million of economic activity in St. Louis
County (Table 3). This included $653,300 in labor income and 36 jobs across all industries in the
county. In 2017, the RRCC spent $312,362 to operate. Thus, for every dollar invested by the RRCC,
$7.80 was generated in the Quad Cities.

Table 3: Economic contribution of the Range Recreation Civic Center, 2017

Output Employment Labor Income
Direct $1,605,902 30 $410,900
Indirect $488,100 3 $131,000
Induced $342,500 3 $111,400
Total $2,436,502 36 $653,300

Estimates by University of Minnesota Extension

ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION FROM PREVIOUS STUDIES

As mentioned, the 2017-2018 curling season was relatively quiet for the RRCC. Through the years,
the RRCC has hosted major regional, national, and international bonspiels, which drove additional
economic activity, particularly from non-locals. While Extension has not analyzed previous events,
Curl Mesabi has kept records of the RRCC’s economic contribution. Extension reviewed the
assumptions (number of visitors, spending per person, etc.) that were made to arrive at these
estimates, finding them to be reasonable and conservative.

In total, major events held at the RRCC since 2000 have generated $1.4 million in direct spending by
curlers, spectators, and coaches. As these are major events, they draw a significant number of non-
local attendees. This means the largest share of the impact is from outside the region (or new
money). The total impact (direct, indirect, and induced effects) is an estimated $2.7 million.

SOCIAL CONTRIBUTION

A prominent model for describing community systems and community vitality is the Community
Capitals Framework (Figure 1). The framework recognizes the contributions of seven types of
capital to community well-being. These capitals include social, human, cultural, natural, built,
financial, and political.

* Flora, C.B., & Flora, J.L. (2013). Rural communities: legacy and change, 4th Edition. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.
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Built Capital Financial Capital

Healthy Ecosystem Political
Vital Economy Capital
Social Well-Being

Fig. 1: Community Capitals Framework®*

Community assets, such as the RRCC, can provide multiple sources of capital. The RRCC contributes
to the regional built capital (with its facility), cultural capital (since it continues a long-standing
tradition of curling on the Iron Range), and social capital (as it provides a gathering place for
communities).

Curl Mesabi members provided insight into the contributions of the RRCC by ranking the facility’s
contributions to the Quad Cities. Respondents gave the highest rankings to the RRCC’s contributions
to strengthening community ties, adding to quality of life, and providing a needed amenity (Figure
2).

Community ties

Quality of Life

Needed amenity

Skills for new/young players
Healthy living

Regional heritage
Income/economic activity
Critical facility

Does not contribute

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

ETop HMiddle Bottom

Fig. 2: Rank of Curl Mesabi’s contributions to the Quad Cities (n=140)

Having fun and socializing builds strong social capital, weaving the fabric of who we know and how
we interact in our community. Studies on social capital have found that social capital can be

+ Mattos, D. (2015). Community capitals framework as a measure of community development. Cornhusker Economics.
Retrieved from https://agecon.unl.edu/cornhusker-economics/2015/community-capitals-framework
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leveraged when communities take action to addresses community needs.” The RRCC is unique in
that four communities use the facility, providing an opportunity to build social capital across a
region.

Fun and socialization were clearly identified as important to survey respondents (Figures 3 and 4).
Bonspiel attendees rated fun, socialization, and supporting a cause as their top reasons for curling.

Fun

Socialize

Support a cause
Support family/friends
Level of competition
Facility qualities
Exercise

Improve my skills
Business contacts
Learn more about the game
Other

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Fig. 3: Main reasons (select all that apply) that curling event (bonspiel) survey respondents participated in or
watched a curling event (n=273)

Meanwhile, when asked to rank the reasons they curl, Curl Mesabi members ranked fun and time
with friends and family as top reasons. Most respondents were only members and curled with Curl
Mesabi. Respondents were also more likely to curl in bonspiels at the RRCC than other locations.
Clearly, the facility and Curl Mesabi are important to continuing the curling tradition in the Quad
Cities.

Fun
Time with family/friends
Skill/talent

Exercise

W

Challenge

o

20 40 60 80 100

ETop HMiddle Bottom

Fig. 4: Ranking of reasons for Curl Mesabi members becoming a curler (n=146)

5 Agnitsch, K., Flora, J., & Ryan, V. (2006). Bonding and bridging social capital: the interactive effects on community
action. Community Development, 37, 36-51.
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Connections also factored into people’s decisions to join Curl Mesabi—location and connections

with family and friends being the primary reasons. Curling is a lifelong sport, attracting participants

across generations. This allows for the building of social capital across ages.

Event center user survey respondents also
underscored the RRCC’s role in nurturing social
capital. First, 36 organizations use the facility as a
gathering space. Half the events are community
fundraisers that raise money to support both

Passing on the Tradition: Youth Curling

Curl Mesabi currently has 70 youth in the junior
curling program. In addition, local and non-local

community causes (e.g., backpacks for food- students participate in introduction to curling
insecure children, warm clothes for families in activities. Hockey teams visiting the area are
need) and individual causes (e.g., a heart invited to come try out curling and learn more
transplant). On average, organizations each about the sport. The majority of instruction for
generated nearly $13,600 in valuable assistance. youth programming is provided by “senior”

In addition to providing a place for fundraisers, curlers, bringing in a strong intergenerational
the RRCC is also a social gathering place. The 36 component.

events drew an average of 290 people per event,
for a total of 10,400 event attendees.

The event center users’ survey results also underscored the RRCC’s role in built capital. Size and
location were top factors in deciding to select the site. Without the presence of the RRCC, these
renters may choose to host their event outside the local area.

v/ /A The Range Recreation Civic Center: Understanding Visitors and Measuring Economic and Social Value
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APPENDIX 1: DIRECT EFFECT OF EVENT CENTER USERS

The economic value of event center users is primarily due to spending related to hosting and
attending events at the RRCC. Essentially, there are three components to measure: 1) spending by
event center users with local vendors, 2)

Sample of 2017 RRCC Events spending by event visitors, and 3) spending
of fundraising dollars. Since RRCC
operations are measured in a separate part
of this report, spending by event center users
and event attendees at the RRCC itself are
not included here.

Range Mental Health - Project Warmth

United Way - Flavor of the North “Buddy Pack”
Franklin Elementary Bingo

Lions Pancake Breakfast

Bridge Daze

Weddings Spending by event center users with local
Proms vendors can be quantified through survey
Business meetings results. There were 36 events hosted at the

RRCC in 2017. On average, each event center
user spent $5,800 on local vendors, such as caterers, musicians, and DJs (Figure Al). Thus, the total
estimated spending with vendors (outside the RRCC) was $208,800.

Caterer
Musicians
DJ

Band
Decorator

Other

o
N
I
fo))
00

10 12 14

Fig. Al: Local vendors used by event center users (select all that apply) used (n=15)

Spending by event visitors can also be quantified through survey results. Events, on average,
attracted 290 attendees (Figure A2). Of those, 28 percent were visitors, meaning each event drew an
estimated 80 people from outside the Quad Cities for a total of 2,880 visitors. Extension estimated
each visitor spent $143 while attending the event.® In total, 2017 RRCC event visitors spent an
estimated $411,840 while visiting the Quad Cities.

® The $143 is drawn from a 2015 survey of visitors to Itasca County that was conducted by the University of Minnesota
Tourism Center. This dollar amount was selected, as St. Louis County is of similar size and location. This figure also
compares to the $144 of daily spending by Mesabi Trail visitors reported in a previous University of Minnesota
Extension study.
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401-500
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5%201-300 151-200
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Fig. A2: Number of event attendees reported by event center users (n=18)

Finally, spending of fundraising dollars can also be captured. Each organization, on average,
indicated revenues of $13,600 from the event (Figure A3). Half the rentals were for fundraising
events. Thus, total revenues generated in 2017 were $244,800.

S1-
$5,000
$10,001- 5%
$40,000 Average = $13,600
38%

$5,001-
$10,000
37%

Fig. A3: Organizational revenues generated by event center users (n=7)

In total, RRCC event center users and their event attendees spent an estimated $865,440 in 2017
(Table A1l). RRCC staff indicated 2017 was a strong year for rentals.

Table Al: Total spending associated with RRCC rentals, 2017-2018

Event center Visitor spending  Event center user Total
user spending organizational spending
on vendors revenues
Total
) $208,800 $411,840 $244,800 $865,440
spending

Estimates do not include spending at RRCC. Estimates by University of Minnesota

Extension.
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APPENDIX 2: DIRECT EFFECT OF BONSPIEL ATTENDEES

Bonspiel attendees drive economic activity with

their spending. During the 2017 - 2018 curling Curling Term: Bonspiel

season, the RRCC hosted 15 bonspiels. Based on A curling tournament featuring multiple games,
registrations, 375 teams participated. There were a typically held on a weekend.

total of 1,500 curlers. Survey results indicated 64

percent of attendees were curlers (Figure A4). The

other 36 percent were spectators and coaches.

70% - 63.7%
60% -
50% -
40% - 34.8%
30% -
20% -
10% - 1.1% 0.4%
0%

Spectator Curler Coach Other

Fig. A4: Types of visitors among curling event survey respondents (n=273)

Based on this data, Extension estimated there were 2,344 attendees (curlers plus spectators and
coaches) at the 15 bonspiels. On average, each attendee stayed in the area for 1.8 days. This includes
those visiting only for the day (65 percent of respondents) and those staying overnight (Figure A5).
For those staying overnight, 70 percent used a hotel or motel and 30 percent stayed in a home (with
friends or family, a vacation rental, or their own second home).

70% - 65.5%
60% -
50% -
40% -
30% -
20% -
10% -
0%

14.7%
11.3% 8.4%

B = ==

One day Two days Three days Four or more days

Fig. A5: Number of days that curling event survey respondents spent in Eveleth (n=238)

The majority of bonspiel attendees (63 percent) were visitors. Residents were 37 percent of
attendees. Residents were defined as respondents who reported a zip code in Eveleth, Gilbert,
Mountain Iron, or Virginia. Visitors are those with zip codes in other cities. While many RRCC
bonspiel attendees are from the Iron Range, the RRCC draws visitors from significant distances
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(Figure A6). There were a fair number of attendees from the Twin Cities Metro, as well as along the
North Dakota border.

Fig. A6: Trade area of curling event survey respondents (n=254)

In total, bonspiel attendees at the RRCC spent an estimated $442,500 while attending the events.
This is based on per person spending of $114 per day from survey results (Table A2). The largest
expenditures were on food and beverage at the RRCC, lodging, and dining out.

A significant portion of bonspiel spending is at the RRCC, as food and drink is available at the
facility. To avoid counting the value of the spending twice (once as bonspiel spending and once as
the RRCC spending), Extension calculated total spending outside of the RRCC.

Table A2: Spending by Range Recreation Civic Center bonspiel attendees, 2017-2018 curling season

Spending Number of  Average Resident Visitor Total
per Attendees Number Spending Spending Spending
Attendee of Days (37% of (63% of
per Day Attendees) Attendees)
Total $114.48 2,344 1.8 $138,100 $304,400  $442,5007
Total (excluding $87,600 $218,400 $306,000

spending at RRCC)

Estimates by University of Minnesota Extension

Overall, the 2017-2018 season was a fairly average year for the RRCC. As mentioned in the
introduction, the RRCC regularly hosts major curling events; however, no such event was held
during this particular season.

7 Average daily spending per person includes lodging. Lodging is not included in total resident spending (since they do
not use lodging). Therefore, $114.48 times 2,344 times 1.8 does not equal the total spending.

v/ /A The Range Recreation Civic Center: Understanding Visitors and Measuring Economic and Social Value 14



APPENDIX 3: DIRECT EFFECT OF CURL MESABI MEMBERS

Curling leagues held by Curl Mesabi drive spending in the Quad Cities in three ways. First, league
curlers spend money while participating in the league. Survey results can quantify their total
spending. Second, league curlers spend money to

purchase curling-related equipment. Again, survey results Curling Term: Curling Club

can quantify their total spending. Group of people who gather regularly to
Finally, league curlers spend money in the Quad Cities on curl. Curl Mesabi hosts four categories of
non-curling related items, as they are in the area due to leagues at the RRCC—senior, women,
curling. Twenty percent (or one in five) league curlers mixed, and open. Curl Mesabi also has a
reported spending more in the Quad Cities because of youth curling program.

their curling ties (Figure A7). While this spending was not
quantified here, its influence is worth noting.

Yes, | shop more in the Quad Cities
because of curling

Yes, but | would shop in the Quad
Cities without the curling trip

Fig. A7: Shopping in Quad Cities due to curling league trips (n=144)

On average, Curl Mesabi members reported spending $36 a week to attend a curling league. The
largest share of this spending ($21) is for food and beverage at the RRCC (Figure A8).8

8 This does not include league fees.
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Transportation

Food & beverage outside RRCC

Other
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Fig. A8: Spending per person to attend Curl Mesabi league (n=120)

In total, Curl Mesabi members spent an estimated $229,600 attending league nights at the RRCC.
The largest share of spending was for food and beverage at the RRC ($134,000), followed by
transportation ($54,000), and food and beverage at other establishments ($40,000). These figures are
based on 318 league curlers and 20 weeks of curling. Leagues run weekly from November through
March. The figures do not include league membership fees, which are part of the RRCC operating
budget.

Curl Mesabi members reported spending $98 per person on curling-related equipment in 2017. In
total, this led to an estimated $26,500 of spending in the Quad Cities. This is based on 318 curlers
and 85 percent of spending being local.

In total, Curl Mesabi members spent an estimated $256,100 in the Quad Cities in 2017. This is
spending related to their curling activities (Table A3).

Table A3: Local spending by Curl Mesabi members related to curling league, 2017-2018 curling season

Spending for Spending for Curling Total Total (excluding
Leagues Equipment spending at RRCC)
$229,600 $26,500 $256,100 $122,100

Estimates by University of Minnesota Extension
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APPENDIX 4: DIRECT EFFECT OF RANGE RECREATION CIVIC CENTER OPERATIONS

In 2017, the Range Recreation Civic Center spent $312,362 to operate (Table A4). The largest
components were bar, food, and pro shop operations, utilities, and payroll.

Table A4: Range Recreation Civic Center operations budget, 2017

Category Spending
Office operations $32,291
Bar, food, and pro shop operations $82,124
Building cleaning and maintenance $6,824

Ice and maintenance $17,356
Utilities $78,939
Rent $11,400
Taxes and fees $29,545
Payroll $53,883
Total $312,362

Source: RRCC
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