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The UMD Faculty Council has been working on a new Academic Calendar, with the permission of 
EVCAA Andrea Schokker.  Attached to this memorandum, please find draft calendars for academic 
years 2017-18, 2018-19, and 2019-20.  The Faculty Council will revisit the academic calendar again in 
two years. 
 
This academic calendar addresses several concerns that have been addressed by the campus 
community: 
 

1. Both semesters have the same number of instructional days. 
 

2. The number of full weeks have been maximized in both semesters, which makes scheduling 
lab courses easier as well as large enrollment courses. 

 
3. We have attempted to balance the number of meetings for each day of the week, so the same 

number of Tuesdays, Wednesdays etc. occur as instructional days over the course of a 
semester  (the exception being Monday, which is affected by one holiday in both the Fall and 
Spring semesters, which, unfortunately, is unavoidable). 

 
4. Spring Break has been moved to coincide with the ISD 709 April Spring Break, thus 

minimizing family and childcare challenges. 
 

5. Fall Break has been preserved by taking the whole of the Thanksgiving week as a break.  This 
was strongly supported by Staff, Students and Faculty. 

 
6. For break periods that are not official holidays, administrative support services should remain 

in place.  Certain faculty work, such as proposal processing, can be challenging without 
administrative support. 

 
7. Strategic goal 2 is Cultural Competence and specifically calls for UMD to “Provide and 

promote education, resources, and training opportunities on equity, diversity, and social justice 
for the division’s staff and students.” A family friendly calendar is a highly visible and beneficial 
step towards this Vision of inclusivity and social justice. 

 
8. There is enough time between the fall and spring semesters for a J-term or study abroad 

program. 
 



2017-18 Draft Calendar 
FALL SEMESTER, 2017 (74 instructional days) 
Date Day Milestone 
August 23-26 Wednesday-

Saturday 
Welcome Week 
(required for all new freshmen) 

August 28 Monday Fall semester classes begin 
September 4 Monday Holiday - campus closed 
November 20-24 Monday-Friday Thanksgiving/Fall Break 
December 15 Friday Last day of fall semester classes 
December 18-22 Monday-Friday Final exams 
December 25 Monday Holiday - campus closed 
December 26 Tuesday Floating holiday* - campus closed 
December 29 Friday Floating Holiday* - campus closed 
January 1 Monday Holiday - campus closed 
January 2 Tuesday Floating Holiday* - campus closed 
  

SPRING SEMESTER, 2018 (74 instructional days) 
Date Day Milestone 
January 16 Tuesday Spring semester classes begin 
March 30 Friday Last day of classes before spring break 
April 2-6 Monday-Friday Spring break 
April 9 Monday Classes resume 
May 4 Friday Last day of spring semester classes 
May 7-11 Monday-Friday Final exams 
May 12 Saturday Commencement 
May 28 Monday Holiday - campus closed 
  

MAY SESSION, 2018 (13 instructional days) 
Date Day Milestone 
May 14 Monday May session classes begin 
May 28 Monday Holiday - campus closed 
June 1 Friday Final exams; end of May session 
  

SUMMER SESSION, 2018 (38 instructional days) 
Date Day Milestone 
June 4 Monday Summer term classes begin 
July 4 Wednesday Holiday - campus closed 
July 27 Friday Final exams; end of summer term 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2018-19 Draft Calendar 
FALL SEMESTER, 2018 (74 instructional days) 
Date Day Milestone 
August 22-25 Wednesday-

Saturday 
Welcome Week 
(required for all new freshmen) 

August 27 Monday Fall semester classes begin 
September 3 Monday Holiday - campus closed 
November 19-23 Wednesday-Friday Thanksgiving/Fall Break 
December 14 Friday Last day of fall semester classes 
December 17-21 Monday-Friday Final exams 
December 23 Wednesday Floating holiday* - campus closed 
December 24 Thursday Floating holiday* - campus closed 
December 25 Friday Holiday - campus closed 
December 31 Thursday Floating holiday* - campus closed 
January 1 Friday Holiday - campus closed 
  

SPRING SEMESTER, 2019 (74 instructional days) 
Date Day Milestone 
January 22 Tuesday Spring semester classes begin 
March 29 Friday Last day of classes before spring break 
April 1-5 Monday-Friday Spring break 
April 8 Monday Classes resume 
May 10 Friday Last day of spring semester classes 
May 13-17 Monday-Friday Final exams 
May 18 Saturday Commencement 
May 27 Monday Holiday - campus closed 
  

MAY SESSION, 2019 (13 instructional days) 
Date Day Milestone 
May 20 Monday May session classes begin 
May 27 Monday Holiday - campus closed 
June 7 Friday Final exams; end of May session 
  

SUMMER SESSION, 2019 (38 instructional days) 
Date Day Milestone 
June 10 Monday Summer term classes begin 
July 4 Thursday Holiday - campus closed 
August 2 Friday Final exams; end of summer term 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



2019-20 Draft Calendar 
FALL SEMESTER, 2019 (74 instructional days) 
Date Day Milestone 
August 21-24 Wednesday-

Saturday 
Welcome Week 
(required for all new freshmen) 

August 26 Monday Fall semester classes begin 
September 2 Monday Holiday - campus closed 
November 25-29 Thursday Thanksgiving/Fall Break 
December 13 Friday Last day of fall semester classes 
December 16-20 Monday-Friday Final exams 
December 25 Wednesday Holiday - campus closed 
January 1 Wednesday Holiday - campus closed 
  

SPRING SEMESTER, 2020 (74 instructional days) 
Date Day Milestone 
January 21 Tuesday Spring semester classes begin 
April 3 Friday Last day of classes before spring break 
April 6-10 Monday-Friday Spring break 
April 13 Monday Classes resume 
May 8 Friday Last day of spring semester classes 
May 11-15 Monday-Friday Final exams 
May 16 Saturday Commencement 
May 25 Monday Holiday - campus closed 
  

MAY SESSION, 2020 (13 instructional days) 
Date Day Milestone 
May 18 Monday May session classes begin 
May 28 Monday Holiday - campus closed 
June 5 Friday Final exams; end of May session 
  

SUMMER SESSION, 2020 (38 instructional days) 
Date Day Milestone 
June 8 Monday Summer term classes begin 
July 3 Friday Holiday - campus closed 
July 31 Friday Final exams; end of summer term 
 
 
 


