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ACROSS THE EDITOR1 S DESK 
Now that the annual confer ence is 

a thing of the past, we 1d like your re­
actions to the annual extension info. 
contest. Yonr response to the contest 
has been good and we do hope it has 
been as usef~l ~~ . you as it has been to 
us ••• oDu.ring t he five years the contest 
hc:i.s been h.elt:L'.we tve noticed a definite 
improvement ~ This has been especially 
marked in the news columns, pictures, 
and radio interviews. 

Just in case you didn 1 t get a com­
plete listing of blue ribbon awards , 
we 1:re listing t hem all on a special 
sheet. 

That Visual Aids Spot 
Most of _ you know that Gerald McKay 

and his family (wife and five children) 
are . in Europe nm·r on -a MSA assignment. 
Gerry will be doing visual aids work 
there a yea:r whil e on leave-of-absence 
from t he u • . 

Thu s far we .do not have a replace­
ment for Gerry so Ca:rol Palmer, who 
l'J.andles film distribution, and I will 
carry on the best we can. We 111 try to 
continue to build the library, pass on 
tips in the _Tip Sheet, and .sive visual 
help where possible. I know you'll 
bear with us if ,.,e can 1 t come through 
t he way Gerry did. Operating a visual 
aids office \·ti thout a visual specialist 
is something like running a county ex­
t ens ion off ice uithout an agent. 

· Bes t wishes for a Happy Ne\·r Year. 
--Harold B. Swanson 

University of Minnesota (i) 
December 31 1 1952 

•f\ TO THE H.A. 1S -- \.!-' 

"Every day in every wa:y we 1re get­
ting better and better" seems. to ' apply 
to the radio and press ent ries in the 
Information contest. 

Entries in Division II, Press, iil­
dicated good planning of before a11d af­
ter coverage of a single event . Many a­
gents showed their initiative in getting 
the editor to take pictures to add news 
or feature interest. 

Number of Entries 
In case you wondered hovr many '·romen 

entered the contest, here are t he fig­
ures: columns, ?; coverage of single e­
vent, 10; radio interview, .1; · radio 
t al k , 2; vi sua.1 aids , 1, 3 and 7; in or-
der of divisions . -

Judges comment: 
Here are some comments from the 

judge of the women 1 s,.. press contest, :Be,r­
bara Bailey, home editor of the Farmer 
iViagazine: 

• Entries would be easier to judge 
if they were mounted on . 8~ x 11 sheets 
of paper . 

• Every clipping should show the 
date and the name of the paper . 

• Columns would be improved i: the 
information therein - that is , the good 
practicef') you are trying to teach - were 
ti ed up with local names - ne;nes of peo­
ple who have put into use those ar:iproved 
ways of doing things . 

• Columns are ·more readable if 
ten in a chatty,informal style in 
pa:ragraphs . 

-
writ-
ehbrt 

A happy le,., Year to all of you! 
-- Jo lTelson 



THE NEWS ANGLE 

Quality of exten~ 
sion info. contest 
entries was im­
proved this year, 
said Editor Harold 
Swanson when he 
presented awards 
at annual confer­

e'1.ce. Those were no idle words, and 
I 111 second them heartily. Some of the 
al sq-ran-s · this· year would have been 
champs · .i!l .. earlier years. Eoth McCoy, 
t he 153 press champ, and Dale Smith, 
ln.st year's _press winner: .and, a strong 
blue ribbon man this year, did excellent 
jobs . with· both. coverage -and ·· column en-:­
tries. . Both used t4e brucellosis cam­
paign for the neus entry, and of course 
that was a nat}U'al. Beer; the over-all 
info. \'[inner a~1d a blue ribbon man in 
news, did a beautiful job wt th the corn 
fert~lity story, It was good, ~oo, to 
.see some ·of the younger men-John .Ankeny, 
Clifton Halsey ·and Fred Kaehler-copping 
blue ribbons wi~h press entries. 

Interest in Columns continues on the in­
crease. Conversations Hith several a- . 
gents during conference bears that out. 
These .included · Esbern Johnson, Harold 
Aase, Martin Korsman~ and Car],yle Camp.:. 
bell. 

Happened across a copy of the ;E'.armington 
Tribune the other day .and noticed that 
Clarence Q,uie has used the · ll"ecommended 
varieties ·information from our office by 
pegging . it to a visit to the county by 
Ralph Crim-.:.a good way to give the story 
ad.di t ional lo cal news a.ppeal. 

About Tiling.-... If you are able to use. 
our story (nou in the mail) on drain 
tile, you can thank Don Hasbargen for 
getting it star!ed. During conference, 
Don and Yours Truly conferrBd \·ri th a 
member of the . ag engineering department 
to get ideas for the story, which Don 
felt came under the heading of .needed 
information . in his count-y, · Requests 
like that help keep us closer to your 
county needs~ Don't hesitate to_ pai;;s a­
long your ideas about story subjects. 

HAPPY NEWS YEA.R!--Bob . Raustadt. 

ACBOSS mE MitEE - ' 

Congratulations 
once again to Vic 
Sander (Dodge) for 
taking top honors 
in the 1952 Radio 
Contest. Vic won 
men1 s straight 
talk. Wayne Hn.nsori 

(Houston) took top honors in men's in• 
terview. Merle Sherman (:Bel treJni) won 
women's straight talk and Shirley Shin­
gleton (Red Lake) won in women's inter­
view. 
Blue Ribbon winners included: H. Rosen­
dahl, · (Norman); Joe Clifford, (Martin): 
G. Kunau, (Goodhue); c. Quie, (Da.l:ota); 
R. Radway, (Roseau); M. Parbst, (Horman); 
J. Bartlett, (Houston); and E. Gabriel­
sont (Watonwan). 
Judges comments on the various programs 
were:-- form questions which demand more 
than a "yes or no 11 answer, pnt music in 
a 15 minute straight talk, keep things 
moving, make radio work for you, not you 

. for radio, be less stilted--more natural, 
use 11 bridges 11 between separate ideas, 
have a good opening sentence, let i:1tro­
duction set the stage before the main 
program, don't put so many words in the 
mouth of guest, watch pronunciation, use 
change of pace, eliminate 1!extrall \·rord" 
and unimportant sentences, use colorful 
expressions and don 1 t get too much .. back­
ground noise. 
There were 22 entries in the t52 con­
test. The judges said the programs in 
general were excellent--much bette.r than 
they were 2 and 3 years ago. 
Ideas for radio programs for January: 
Neu Years Resolutions--any field. 
Value of using farm record books. 
Farm and Home ~leek. 
1953 March of Dimes. 
Outlook information. 
Winter care of ewes, sows, dairy cattle. 
Feeding the dairy herd--Ext. Bul. 218. 
Cow clipping. 
Wood. cutting and storing. . 
Insulation and ventilation of farm bldgs. 
Recommended grain varieties for 1953~ 
Order chicks, fertilizer, insecticides. 
4-H leader institutes. 
R.Y. conference and 153 program. 
Success stories in 4-H, D.H.I.A., feed­
ing grass silage, egg production, etc. 

-- Ray Wolf 
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