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DULUTH--History will be made when the opera ‘Hansel and
Gretel' is presented by students of the UMD Opera Workshop at 8:15 pem.
Jan. 25-26 in Tweed Gallery.

It will be the first time the Wopera-in-the--round¥ technique
of production will have been tried at UMD and possibly in the entire
area.

The audience will sit around the players performing on the
main floor of the gallery. Velda Stonecypher, opera director and
assistant professor of music, said the balconies at Tweed Gallery also
will be used to achieve a split-level effect for the performance.

WHansel and Gretel," an operatic masterpiece by Humperdinck
and Wette, is based on the Grimm Fairy-tale of two children who become
lost in the woods and fall into the cluthces of a witch who bakes them
into gingerbread. %The opera is a charming blend of Wagnerian textures
and folk-~like melodies,'¥ Miss Stonecypher said.

All the costumes and sets will be designed and constructed by
UMD students.,

The principal characters will be played by Pat Maher, Two
Harbors(Hansel), Jeanne Clemmons, Duluth(Gretel), Jim Cole, Duluth,
(Peter), Marion Sauter, Proctor(Sandman), Lois Ganfield, Austin, and
ieslie Peterson, Duluth(Dawn Fairies), and Miss Stonecypher (Witch and
Gertrude).
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Soprancs and altos from the UMD Chamber Chorus will play the
parts of the gingerbread children. Volunteers from various UMD departments
will take the parts of the 14 angels., David Dahlgren, Duluth, will
provide piano accompaniment.

Judith Niemi, Eveleth, is set designer, Marion Sauter, Proctor,
is costume mistress; and David Ode, Duluth, is lighting technician.

The opera will be open to the public at no charge.



