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Recently I read the historian Molly Worthen’s guest op-ed titled “Charisma Rules the World” in The New York Times (dated June 16,2025).
The key word “Charisma” in the title of Molly Worthen’s guest op-ed dated June 16, 2025, caught my attention because in 2019 I had read Olivia Fox Cabane’s 2012 book The Charisma Myth: How Anyone Can Master the Art and Science of Personal Magnetism. Unfortunately, Olivia Fox Cabane has nothing to say about Donald Trump’s charismatic leadership – for the understandable reason that Donald Trump had not yet emerged as a charismatic political leader by 2012. In any event, I wrote two OEN articles about her 2012 book in 2019 – after Donald Trump had emerged as a charismatic political leader:
(1) “Here’s How to Understand Trump and His Supporters” (dated September 4, 2019; viewed 1,652 times as of July 6, 2025).
(2) “The Different Charisma Styles of Pope Francis and President Trump” (dated September 7, 2019; viewed 1,812 times as of July 6, 2025).
Now, in my OEN article (1) “Here’s How to Understand Trump and His Supporters” (dated September 4, 2019), I discuss the four styles of charisma that Olivia Fox Cabane operationally defines and explains (pp. 98-114):
(1) authority charisma;
(2) focus charisma;
(3) visionary charisma;
(4) kindness charisma.
In addition, I relate the four styles of charisma that Olivia Fox Cabane operationally defines and explains to the eight archetypes of maturity that the Jungian psychotherapist and psychological theorist Robert Moore (1942-2016; Ph.D. in religion and psychology, University of Chicago, 1975) of Chicago Theological Seminary identifies in his theory of the archetypes of maturity in the human psyche:
(1) authority charisma involves the masculine and feminine Warrior/Knight archetypes of maturity in the human psyche;
(2) focus charisma involves the King and the Queen archetypes of maturity in the human psyche;
(3) visionary charisma involves the masculine and feminine Magician/Shaman archetypes of maturity in the human psyche;
(4) kindness charisma involves the masculine and feminine Lover archetypes of maturity in the human psyche.
With Douglas Gillette as his co-author, Robert Moore published a series of five important books in the early 1990s about the four masculine archetypes of maturity in the male psyche:
(1) King, Warrior, Magician, Lover: Rediscovering the Archetypes of the Mature Masculine (1990);
(2) The King Within: Accessing the King [Archetype] in the Male Psyche (1992a);
(3) The Warrior Within: Accessing the Knight [Archetype] in the Male Psyche (1992b);
(4) The Magician Within: Accessing the Shaman [Archetype] in the Male Psyche (1993a);
(5) The Lover Within: Accessing the Lover [Archetype] in the Male Psyche (1993b).
In Robert Moore’s opinion, the optimal and positive form of the King archetype of maturity in the human psyche is the hardest of the four masculine archetypes of maturity for men to learn to access. 
Now, according to Robert Moore’s complete theory of the eight archetypes of maturity in the human psyche, each of the eight archetypes of maturity in the human psyche includes one optimal and positive form of the archetype of maturity accompanied by two bipolar “shadow” forms. I have here identified Olivia Fox Cabane’s four forms of charisma with the four optimal and positive forms of the four masculine and the four feminine archetypes of maturity in the human psyche.
Now, in my OEN article (2) “The Different Charisma Styles of Pope Francis and President Trump” (dated September 7, 2019), I identify Pope Francis with kindness charisma and President Trump with authority charisma. Even so, I am now modifying the position I took in my OEN article dated September 7, 2019. I today still stand by my identification of Pope Francis with kindness charisma – but I now see Pope Francis as locked into the “shadow” form of the Impotent Lover of the masculine Lover archetype of maturity in the human psyche. With regard to President Trump, I today still stand by my identification of him with authority charisma, but I now see President Trump as locked into the “shadow” form of the Sadist of the masculine Warrior/Knight archetype of maturity in his psyche. As I have explained in certain other OEN articles, Trump is also locked into the “shadow” forms of the three other masculine archetypes of maturity in his psyche.
Now, over the years of Pope Francis’ papacy (2013-2025), I wrote about him in 52 OEN articles. See, for example, my OEN article “Robert Moore on Optimal Human Psychological Development” (dated September 17, 2024; viewed 1,265 times as of July 6, 2025) – in which I first criticized the Roman Catholic Church’s moral vision of individual personal development as embodying and expressing the “shadow” forms of the masculine and the feminine Lover archetypes in the human psyche.
Now, over the years that Trump has been in politics, I have mentioned him frequently in various OEN articles. See, for example, my wide-ranging and, at times, deeply personal 28,800-word OEN article “Fareed Zakaria and Ezra Klein of President Trump’s Foreign Policy” (dated March 24, 2025; viewed 1,901 times as of July 6, 2025) – in which I first articulated my criticism of the tragic anti-body heritage of Christianity.
I would now point out here that these two OEN articles, taken together, represent a serious new transformation of my consciousness – which I have interpreted as involving what Robert Moore, along with Jung and other Jungians, refers to as the Ego-Self axis. The technical term Self is capitalized here to indicate the archetypal Self in the human psyche. See the revised and expanded second edition of Robert Moore and Douglas Gillette’s book The King Within: Accessing the King [Archetype] in the Male Psyche (Exploration Press, 2007, esp. p. 246; orig. ed., 1992a). (Of course, these two interpretations are not mutually exclusive – both could be true and accurate interpretations of the events in my life in the fall of 2024 and subsequently.)
But this serious new transformation of my consciousness began in late August 2024 into September 2024 when I watched the DVD version of the 1970s Wonder Woman television series starring the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter (born in 1951) as Wonder Woman. I watched the DVD version of the 1970s Wonder Woman television series on the big-screen television in the living room of my home in Duluth, Minnesota. For reasons that I still do not completely understand, I became infatuated with the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter’s gloriously beautiful body in her wonderfully revealing Wonder Woman costume. My infatuation with the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter’s gloriously beautiful body was accompanied by my feeling mildly euphoric for about ten weeks in the fall of 2024 – it felt amazing! But I stopped feeling mildly euphoric a few days before the national elections on November 5, 2024.
Now, in years past, I had watched episodes of the 1970s Wonder Woman television series starring the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter in her wonderfully revealing Wonder Woman costume that were broadcast locally at one-week intervals on the big-screen television in the living room of my home in Duluth. I liked the series enough the I bought the DVD version of it to watch. However, when I had watched the episodes at one-week intervals, I had not become infatuated with the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter’s body in her wonderfully revealing Wonder Woman costume. So, something extraordinary was going on in me in the fall of 2024 when I became infatuated with her gloriously beautiful body in her wonderfully revealing Wonder Woman costume.
My first interpretation of my infatuation with the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter’s gloriously beautiful body in her wonderfully revealing Wonder Woman costume in the fall of 2024 was that I was accessing the optimal and positive form of the masculine Lover archetype in my psyche – after a lifetime of being locked into the Impotent Lover “shadow” form of the masculine Lover archetype in my psyche.
In any event, I commend the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter’s body-positivity in her wonderfully revealing Wonder Woman costume in the 1970s Wonder Woman television series. I see such body-positivity as the manifestation in the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter in her wonderfully revealing Wonder Woman costume as manifesting the optimal and positive form of the feminine Lover archetype of maturity in the human psyche.
Such exemplary body-positivity is needed to counter and combat the tragic anti-body heritage of Christianity that I have written about in certain OEN articles “Fareed Zakaria and Ezra Klein on President Trump’s Foreign Policy” (dated March 24, 2025), mentioned above, and “Thomas J. Farrell’s Encore on the Tragic Anti-Body Heritage of Christianity” (dated April 29, 2025; viewed 1,382 times as of July 6, 2025), that I mentioned as part of my evolving criticism of Christianity and its tragic moral vision of individual personal development that I have also written about in another OEN article “Robert Moore on Optimal Human Psychological Development” (dated September 17, 2024; viewed 1,265 times as of July 6, 2025), mentioned above. My criticisms of the tragic anti-body heritage of Christianity and of its tragic moral vision of individual personal development are expressions of my still emerging consciousness involving the Ego-Self axis in my psyche. In any event, the exemplary body-positivity manifested by the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter in   her wonderfully revealing Wonder Woman costume in the 1970s Wonder Woman television series emerged as part of what is known as second wave feminism in the 1970s.
Yes, to be sure, Wonder Woman in comic books of the 1940s is a female counterpart of male superheroes in comic books such as Superman. Such comic-book superhero figures as Wonder Woman and Superman are part of the large contemporary genre of fantasy stories. Yes, in a sense, the gloriously beautiful body of the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter in her wonderfully revealing Wonder Woman costume is a kind of fantasy that is designed to appeal to the male imagination. Nevertheless, as a female superhero Wonder Woman is designed to appeal to the imagination of young American girls and women of all ages.
No, it is not surprising that the female superhero Wonder Woman in her wonderfully revealing Wonder Woman costume is designed to appeal to the male imagination – because Wonder Woman as a comic book female superhero was the product of one man’s imagination – the imagination of the Harvard psychology professor William Moulton Marston (1893-1947). Yes, the characters in the 1970s Wonder Woman television series starring the busty (37”) young Lynda Carter are based on the comic book characters created by William Moulton Marston in the 1940s – during World War II. 
Because I see comic book superheroes such as Wonder Woman and Superman as part of the large contemporary genre of fantasy stories, I also want to say here that I also see the large contemporary genre of fantasy stories as a contemporary modern equivalent of ancient myths about larger-than-life heroes of various sorts – such as the ancient Greek myths embodied in the Homeric epics, the Iliad and the Odyssey – two of the most famous works of literature in our Western cultural history.
Now, for a thorough study of Wonder Woman as a comic book female superhero in the 1940s and in subsequent decades as well, see Harvard historian Jill Lepore’s thought-provoking book The Secret History of Wonder Woman, second edition (2015; first edition, 2014). Yes, the Harvard historian Jill Lepore has written a book about the Harvard psychology professor William Moulton Marson.
Unfortunately for Harvard University today, President Trump has made Harvard University a target of his questionable revenge on elites in American culture today.
I have discussed the large contemporary genre of fantasy stories in two of my OEN articles: (1) “About J. R. R. Tolkien’s Fantasy Novel, The Lord of the Rings” (dated February 15, 2025; viewed 1,119 times as of July 6, 2025); and (2) “Thomas J. Farrell’s Encore About J. R. R. Tolkien’s Fantasy Novel, The Lord of the Rings” (dated February 22, 2025; viewed 723 times as of July 6, 2025).
However that may be, after further reflection on the events of the fall of 2024 in my life, I came to a new interpretation – that I was beginning to experience the Ego-Self axis in my psyche.
Now, for further information about Olivia Fox Olivia Fox Cabane, see the Wikipedia entry of “Olivia Fox Cabane.”
For further information about Molly Worthen, see the Wikipedia entry “Molly Worthen.”
Now, in Molly Worthen’s guest op-ed titled “Charisma Rules the World” in The New York Times (dated June 16, 2025), she says, among other things, “In New Testament Greek, the word [charisma] means gift of grace or supernatural power.”
But then she promptly points out that the famous German sociologist Max Weber “borrowed ‘charisma’ from the bible and Christian history to describe the relationship between leaders and followers in both religion and politics.” According to Molly Worthen, Weber claimed that charisma “derives from followers’ belief that their leader possesses a supernatural mission and power: ‘a certain quality of an individual personality by virtue of which he is set apart from ordinary men’” (sic).
According to Molly Worthen, “the magnetism that he [Weber] observed in some leaders – and their followers’ sense of calling and duty – seemed to demand a spiritual description. According to Molly Worthen, Weber wrote “In order to do justice to their mission, the holders of charisma, the master as well as his [sic] followers, must stand outside the ties of this world.”
Wow! That’s a mighty tall order!
For further information about Max Weber, see the Wikipedia entry “Max Weber.”
Now, subsequently, Molly Worthen claims that “Weber missed a key element. Charisma is not something that leaders have; it’s something that they do. Charisma is a kind of storytelling. It’s an ability to invite followers into a transcendent narrative about what their lives mean.”
Well, OK, this now sounds a bit more down to earth.
Subsequently, Molly Worthen discusses how charisma and charm are different from one another.
Subsequently, Molly Worthen says, “Charisma can be just as repellent as it is attractive, so it usually baffles or disgusts anyone not under its thrall.”
Subsequently, Molly Worthen says, “These polarized reactions – based on whether the leader offers you a heroic role in his [sic] narrative, casts you as a villain or leaves you out entirely – are the real mark of charisma.”
 Now, I want to pause my account of Molly Worthen’s guest op-ed titled “Charisma Rules the World” (dated June 16, 2025) here to interject some remarks regarding my lifelong relationship with the American Jesuit Renaissance specialist and cultural historian and pioneering media ecology theorist Walter Jackson Ong, Jr. (1912-2003; Ph.D. in English, Harvard University, 1955) of Saint Louis University, the Jesuit university in the City of St. Louis, Missouri (USA), where, over the years, I took five course from him. You see, I can be described as a disciple of Ong’s. (The name Jackson is to commemorate the fact that President Andrew Jackson was a distant relative of Ong’s father’s family.)
However, I have never heard anyone describe Father Ong as charismatic leader, as Max Weber and Molly Worthen use the term charismatic. So, certain teachers such as Ong may have disciples such as me, but without having the key features of charisma that Max Weber and Molly Worthen discuss. (Just to be clear, I have never been described as charismatic.)
In any event, in my awarding-winning book Walter Ong’s Contributions to Cultural Studies: The Phenomenology of the Word and I-Thou Communication (2000), I survey Ong’s life and eleven of his books and selected articles. My book was awarded the Marshall McLuhan Award for Outstanding Book in the Field of Media Ecology by the Media Ecology Association on June 15, 2001.
I have also written about Ong’s media ecology work in my somewhat lengthy OEN article “Walter J. Ong’s Philosophical Thought” (dated September 20, 2020; viewed 3,160 times as of July 6,2025).
In Ong’s media ecology account of our Western cultural history, he famously distinguished primary oral cultures (i.e., pre-literate cultures before the impact of phonetic alphabetic literacy in ancient Greek culture and in ancient Hebrew culture), and residual forms of primary oral cultures, from our contemporary secondary oral culture fostered by the various communications media that accentuate sound (television, telephone, radio, movies and videos with soundtracks, tape-recording devices, podcasts, and the like). By differentiating primary oral cultures, and residual forms of primary oral cultures, from our contemporary secondary oral culture, Ong thereby created a fourfold account of our Western cultural history:
(1) primary oral culture, including preliterate and pre-historic cultures;
(2) phonetic alphabetic literate culture in ancient Hebrew culture and in ancient Greek culture;
(3) print culture that emerged in Europe after the Gutenberg printing press emerged in Europe in the mid-1450s;
(4) our contemporary secondary oral culture brought to us by communications media that accentuate sound (emerged around 1960).
In each of these four broad cultural constellations, certain individual persons may embody and express charismatic leadership.
Ong’s pioneering study of the print culture that emerged in our Western cultural history after the Gutenberg printing press emerged in Europe in the mid-1450s is his massively researched book Ramus, Method, and the Decay of Dialogue; From the Art of Discourse to the Art of Reason (1958). Peter Ramus (1515-1572) was the French Renaissance logician and educational reformer and Protestant martyr. Ong’s massively researched 1958 book Ramus, Method, and the Decay of Dialogue is a history of the formal study of logic from Aristotle down to Peter Ramus and beyond.  
To this day, Peter Ramus remains a largely forgotten name in our Western cultural history. However, when Ramus and Ramist logic were well-known in the educated world, Ramist logic dominated the curriculum of the newly founded (in 1636) Harvard College. Harvard’s Americanist Perry Miller explored Ramus’ thought to the best of his ability in his massively researched book The New England Mind: The Seventeenth Century (1939; for specific page references to Ramus, see the “Index” [p. 528]). At a later time, Perry Miller served as the director of Ong’s massively researched 1954 Harvard University doctoral dissertation on Peter Ramus.
Now, Marshall McLuhan’s widely read 1962 book The Gutenberg Galaxy: The Making of Typographic Man (sic) (university of Toronto Press) is another pioneering stud of the print culture that emerged in Europe after the Gutenberg printing press emerged in Europe in the mid-1450s (for McLuhan’s references to Ong’s various publications about Ramus and Ramist logic, see McLuhan’s “Bibliographic Index” [pp. 286-287]).
Ong’s most widely read book is Orality and Literacy: The Technologizing of the Word (1982).
Now, here are three other pioneering studies of the print culture that emerged in our Western cultural history after the Gutenberg printing press emerged in Europe in the mid-1450s:
(1) Richard D. Altick’s The English Common Reader: A Social History of the Mass Reading Public, 1800-1900 (1957);
(2) Lucien Febvre and Henri-Jean Martin’s The Coming of the Book: The Impact of Printing, 1450-1800, translated by David Gerard; edited by Geoffrey Nowell-Smith and David Wootton (1976; original French edition, 1958);
(3) Jurgen Habermas’ The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An Inquiry into a Category of Bourgeois Society, translated by Thomas Burger and Frederick Lawrence (1991; original German edition, 1962).
I style these five books as pioneering studies of the print culture that emerged in our Western cultural history after the Gutenberg printing press emerged in Europe in the mid-1450s, because today there are so many other studies on printing culture, in so many different languages that nobody could produce a complete bibliography of all of them.
Now, Ong never tired of touting the classicist Eric A. Havelock’s pioneering study of phonetic alphabetic literacy in ancient Greek culture titled Preface to Plato (1963).
For a relevant pioneering study, in effect, of phonetic alphabetic literacy in ancient Hebrew culture, see the biblical scholar James L. Kugel’s study titled The Great Shift: Encountering God in Biblical Times (2017). What Kugel refers to as the great shift in biblical times in ancient Hebrew culture involved the influence of phonetic alphabetic literacy in ancient Hebrew culture, and for all practical purposes, what Kugel refers to as the great shift is an ancient instance of what Ong in his massively researched 1958 book Ramus, Method, and the Decay of Dialogue referred to as the aural-to-visual shift in cognitive processing in our Western cultural history (for specific page references to the aural-to-visual shift, see the “Index” [p. 396]).
For a relevant study of Ong’s thought and the Hebrew Bible, see my article “Walter Ong and Harold Bloom Can Help Us Understand the Hebrew Bible” in Explorations in Media Ecology, volume 11, numbers 3&4 (2012): pp. 255-272.
For a relevant pioneering study, in effect, of the aural-to-visual shift in cognitive processing in the New Testament, see the New Testament scholar Werner H, Kelber’s study titled The Oral and the Written Gospel: The Hermeneutics of Speaking and Writing in the Synoptic Tradition, Mark, Paul, and Q (1983).
But also see my article “Walter J. Ong’s Bold Thought and John Dominic Crossan’s Timid View of the Historical Jesus” in the online journal New Explorations: Studies in Culture and Communication, volume 2, number 2 (Fall 2022).
https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/nexj/article/view/38353
Now, for a classified bibliography of ancient and medieval studies of phonetic alphabetic literacy, see Marco Mostert’s 658-page book A Bibliography of Works on Medieval Communication (2012).
Now, when Trump and his most ardent MAGA supporters express nostalgia for the 1950s, they are in effect expressing nostalgia for the print culture that dominated our Western cultural history after the Gutenberg printing press emerged in the mid-1450s in Europe. No doubt the cultural constellation of print culture in the 1950s that they nostalgically long for was real. No doubt, the cultural constellation of secondary oral culture that emerged around 1960 is real and is a threat to the cultural constellation of print culture in the 1950s in the psyches in many people in Western culture today.
Now, in Molly Worthen’s guest op-ed titled “Charisma Rules the World” (dated June 16, 2025), she discusses President Trump as a charismatic. She says, “Mr. Trump is the bard of the burn-it-down age. His mix of national and personal mythology fuses political strategy with his gut reactions. The more those reactions horrify his critics, the more his most committed supporters adore him, because you don’t have to be likable to be charismatic. Likability can be an impediment if you’re crusading to break through the polite lies of mainstream politics.
Subsequently, Molly Worthen says, “Mr. Trump’s abrasive personal style and love of chaos are the opposite of a Replika chatbot’s soothing, frictionless responses.” (Replica is an artificial intelligence chatbot.)
Molly Worthen concludes her guest op-ed by saying, “Americans are still waiting for a leader who invites us into a plotline that moves beyond 2025. We need a story that reckons with reality, but does not trap us in it.”
Now, Molly Worthen’s new 2025 book is titled Spellbound: How Charisma Shaped American History from the Puritans to Donald Trump. The most efficient way for me to provide you with an overview of it is to tell you its contents:
“Introduction” (pp. xi-).
Part I: “Prophets” (pp. 1).
Chapter 1: “Revolution” (pp. 3-21).
Chapter 2: “Awakenings” (pp. 22-45).
Chapter 3: “Wartime” (pp. 46-66).
Part II: “Conquerors” (p. 67).
Chapter 4: “Mastery” (pp. 69-95).
Chapter 5: “Visions” (pp. 96-123).
Chapter 6: “Attraction” (pp. 124-146).
Part III: “Agitators” (p. 147).
Chapter 7: “Enlightenment” (pp. 149-171).
Chapter 8: “Pentecost” (pp. 172-194).
Chapter 9: “Apocalypse” (pp. 195-216).
Part IV: “Experts” (p. 217).
Chapter 10: “Intellect” (pp. 219-240).
Chapter 11: “Liberation” (pp. 241-262).
Chapter 12: “Breakdown” (pp. 263-288).
Part V: “Gurus” (p. 289).
Chapter 13: “Insight” (pp. 291-310).
Chapter 14: “Profit” (pp. 311-331).
Chapter 15: “Revival” (pp. 332-366).
“Afterword” (pp. 367-374).
“Acknowledgments” (pp. 375-378).
“Notes” (pp. 379-431).
Molly Worthen’s five parts bear the names of each of the five typologies she constructed to account for the variations in charismatic leadership that she encountered in American history:
(1) “The Prophets take us from the end of the Middle Ages into something beginning to resemble our own world. . . . The Prophets were, essentially, destroyers” (p. xxiv);
(2) “The Conquerors rose to prominence in the early nineteenth century – an age of mythology, mass media, and frontier enthusiasm in the European American imagination” (p. xxiv);
(3) “The Agitators gained sway at the turn of the twentieth century, protesting modernity as a raw deal and democracy as tyranny in disguise” (p. xxv);
(4) “The Experts were, on the face of things, the Agitators’ opposite in charismatic style. They were builders. In the wake of World War II, they capitalized on the backlash against the nightmare years of fascist demagogues, embraced the zenith of traditional institutions’ authority across Western culture and politics, and nurtured Americans’ faith in the power of technology and bureaucracy to solve large-scale problems” (p. xxv);
(5) “The Gurus looked, at first glance, like the Prophets and the Agitators. But in the generations since those earlier eras, it had become harder to pay obeisance to tradition – which was just fine, since the erosion of institutions had weakened traditions anyway, and opened a path for Gurus to achieve more influence than their destructive predecessors” (p. xxvi).
Now, once we understand the drift of Molly Worthen’s account of charisma in American cultural and political history, we may also wonder about the appeal of comic book superheroes such as Wonder Woman and Superman. Do comic book superheroes such as Wonder Woman and Superman also manifest charismatic leadership in the context of the large contemporary genre of fantasy stories? We may also wonder if certain larger-than-life heroes in ancient stories involving ancient myths, such as the trickster hero Odysseus in the Odyssey and the warrior hero Achilles in the Iliad, also manifest charismatic leadership in the contexts of ancient stories involving ancient myths. When we turn our attention to the Hebrew Bible, we may also wonder if certain heroes such as Moses and King David also manifest charismatic leadership. When we turn our attention to the New Testament, we may also wonder if the historical Jesus also manifested charismatic leadership.
Incidentally, I see Odysseus the trickster in the Odyssey as manifesting The Detached Manipulator “shadow” form of the masculine Magician/Shaman archetype of maturity in the human psyche. I see the warrior hero Achilles in the Iliad as manifesting The Sadist “shadow” form of the masculine Warrior/Knight archetype of maturity in the human psyche.
But we should note here that Molly Worthen does not idealize any one of these five historical variations of charismatic leadership in American history – nor do I. Now, above, I aligned Olivia Fox Olivia Fox Cabane’s four styles of charisma with the four optimal and positive forms of the four masculine archetypes of maturity in the human psyche and with the four optimal and positive forms of the feminine archetypes of maturity in the human psyche – according to Robert Moore’s theory of the archetypes of maturity in the human psyche. To say the least, Molly Worthen’s five historical variations on charismatic leadership in American history. On the contrary, each of the five represents a different “shadow” form of one of the eight archetypes of maturity in the human psyche.
Now, in Molly Worthen’s “Part IV: Experts” in Chapter 10: “Intellect” in her new 2025 book Spellbound, she quotes Marshall McLuhan in her subsection “As Seen on TV” (pp. 236-238), in the following passage: “In the [1960 televised] debates [Senator John F.] Kennedy seemed relaxed, nonchalant , like a ‘TV hero,’ a ‘shy, young sheriff’ fighting for the people, said Marshall McLuhan, a professor at the University of Toronto and a rising star in communications theory.. [Vice President Richard M.] Nixon, ‘with his very dark eyes that tend to stare, with his slicker circumlocution, has resembled more the railway lawyer who signs leases that are not in the interests of folks in the little town’” (Worthen, 2025, p. 236; however, in Worthen’s “Notes” for page 236, on page 414, she does not identify the source of her quotation from McLuhan).
Now, about the Gurus, Molly Worthen says, “‘Guru,’ which means ‘remover of darkness’ in Sanskrit, was originally a religious term. But in the third decade of the twenty-first century, the most prominent guru in the country was a businessman named Donald Trump. Trump was not, personally, a paragon of conventional religious devotion. Yet his political career depended on a hunger among his most dedicated supporters that can only be called spiritual” (p. xxvi). 
Now, in Molly Worthen’s “Notes,” she does not mention Olivia Fox Olivia Fox Cabane’s 2019 book The Charisma Myth. However, in Molly Worthen’s “Notes,” she does once mention Perry Miller’s study The New England Mind: The Seventeenth Century (1939) (Worthen, 2025, p. 381 note for page 7 in her book). 
Molly Worthen’s new 2025 book Spellbound does not contain an “Index.”
Now, in most of Molly Worthen’s opaquely named chapters in her new 2025 book Spellbound, she presents a roughly chronological account of American political and cultural and religious history in the print culture that emerged in our Western cultural history after the Gutenberg printing press emerged in Europe in the mid-1450s.
In Molly Worthen’s subsection titled “Apotheosis” in Chapter 4: “Mastery” in her new 2025 book Spellbound (pp. 87-94), she discusses Andrew Jackson – who was a distant relative of Walter Jackson Ong, Jr.’s father’s family.
Now, according to Molly Worthen’s chronology, the charismatic leadership of the Experts (chapters 10-12) emerged in the wake of World War II, and the charismatic leadership of the gurus followed the charismatic leadership of the Experts. So, roughly, both the charismatic leadership of the Experts and the charismatic leadership of the Gurus appear to have emerged in what Ong refers to as our contemporary secondary oral culture (which emerged prominently around 1960).
In any event, in Molly Worthen’s Chapter 15: “Revival” in her new 2025 book Spellbound, she discusses Donald Trump extensively. I suspect that Molly Worthen’s chapter on Donald Trump would interest the liberal and progressive readers of New Explorations more than any of Molly Worthen’s other chapters would.
Now, the copy on the inside front flap of the dust jacket on Molly Worthen’s new 2025 book Spellbound: How Charisma Shaped American History from the Puritans to Donald Trump explains concisely the main claims that she makes in her book:
“WHAT HAPPENS WHEN AMERICANS LOSE FAITH IN THEIR RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS – AND POLITICIANS FILL THE VOID? FROM THE PURITAN TO DONALD TRUMP, THIS SWEEPING HISTORY WILL CHANGE YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE FORCES THAT CREATE LEADERS AND ENTHRALL THEIR FOLLOWERS.
“Everyone feels it. Cultural and political life in America has become unrecognizable and strange. Firebrands and would-be sages have taken the place of reasonable and responsible leaders. Nuanced debates have given way to the smug confidence of yard signs. How did we get here?
“In Spellbound, historian molly Worthen argues that we will understand our present moment if we learn the story of charisma in America. From the Puritan and Andrew Jackson to Black nationalists and Donald Trump, the saga of American charisma, Worthen argues, stars figure who possess a bewildering power to move crowds. They invite followers into a cosmic drama where hopes are fulfilled and grievances put right – and these charismatic leaders insist that they alone plot the way.
“The story of charisma in America reveals that when traditional religious institutions fail to deliver on their promise of a meaningful life, people will get their spiritual needs met in a warped cultural and political landscape dominated by those who appear to have the power to bring order and meaning out of chaos. Charismatic leaders address spiritual need, inviting followers into a story that gives them knowledge, power, and heroic status, whether as divinely chosen instruments of God or those who will restore national glory.”
Yes, these are the claims that Molly Worthen makes in her new 2025 book Spellbound.
Yes, I can recognize that two of my personal heroes, President John F. Kennedy (1917-1963) and the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968), were charismatic leaders. As a sixteen-year-old high school student, I wrote my first op-ed in my high school student newspaper endorsing President Kennedy’s inaugural address challenge to us not to ask what our country can do for us but what we can do for our country. Indeed, subsequently in my young life in the 1960s and 1970s, I did indeed think of myself as asking what I could do for my country.
Now, on Monday, October 12, 1964, I heard the Reverend Dr. martin Luther King, Jr., speak on the campus of Saint Louis University. Subsequently, I also heard Dr. King speak at the statehouse in Montgomery, Alabama, at the end of his famous march there from Selma, in March 1965. Subsequently, I devoted ten years of my life to teaching about one thousand black inner-city youth and about one thousand white youth in the context of open admissions. In addition, I published articles in which I used Ong’s work to characterize inner-city black culture as a residual form of primary oral culture. See, for example, my article “Literacy, the Basics, and All That Jazz” in College English (1976-1977). It is reprinted in A Sourcebook for Basic Writing Teachers, edited by Theresa Enos (1987, pp. 27-44).
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