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SUMMARY, 
The area economy settled back to 

more normal levels in September 
after establishing a new ihigh in 
August. The unadjusted index for 
September was 137 (1957-1959=100) 
com.pared to 155 in August. In Sep-
tember -of last year the business index 
was 130. 

Primarily contributing to the 
August-September in-dex drop were 
the declines in freight carloadings, 
grain shipments, iron -ore shipments 
and lake carg-o .o,ther than grain. F.or 
the first nine months -of .this year 
business activity has averaged 4 % 
ahead ,of the corresponding months 
of last year. 
ANALYSIS, 

In Seotember freight carloadings 
dipped Seven ,points fr.om August. 
Normally t:lhis classification drops one 
index point in this two-month co~-
parioon. The decline ean be attrib-
uted to tlhe 19% drio-p in iron ,ore 
shipments from August and a de-
crease in shipments of manurfactured 
pr:oducts. The movement of grain 
by rail was up 15 % from the iprevious 
month partially -offsetting the ore 
shipping and manufactured products 
decline. Bank debits were a little 
lower than August levels, but .never-
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theless established a new .Se,ptember 
high. 

The value ·of building rpermits 
issued and under construction (in 
1957-59 dollars) recorded an increase 
over the previous month 1>rincipally 
because -of the slight increase in 
single-family dwellings and tempor-
ary educational structures. 

Consumption ,of electric power -
commercial and industrial - showed 
a nonseasonal decline fr.om August 
with both categ,ories sharing in the 
decrease, while residential electric 
power -consumption rose during ,this 
period by a greater than usual in-
crement. 

Grain shipments were down in 
September contrary to normal trends. 
A slackening :pace is anticipated for 
the balanee of the year in the move-
ment ,of grain. Iron -ore shipments 
also declined fr-om August. This is 
a normal trend at this time each year, 
however, the 44 p6int drop fr.om the 
previous month is atxmt double the 
historical average decrease f-0r the 
August-September period. 

Lake cargo, other than •grain, ex-
perienced a substantial dr,op fr,om 
its August level. The magnitude of 
the drop is ,over-emphasized by the 
fact that August was an all-time 
high for that month due to a sudden 
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and substantial pick-up in export 
t<mnage ,of government aid cargoes 
during that month. 

Duluth employment was down by 
one index ,point from August due in 
part .to the rec-0rd job level in that 
month. Despite the August-Septem-
ber decrease this year the Septem-
ber level -0f employment was still the 
highest for that month since 1957. 
An easing in the demand for workers 
was noted in September as the num-
ber of unfilled o.penings -on file with 
the Employment Service at the end 
of the month was 237 compared to 
386 at the end of August. The rate 
of unemployment during the past 
month was 2.8 % compared to 3.2 % 
for the month pr.evi-0us. State metal 
mini n -g employment experienced 
about the usual seasonal decline in 
September. 

Business c-onditi-Ons during the 
month showed an impr-0vement over 
September of last year. Bank debits, 
reflecting both economic gains and 
inflation, were well ahead ,of a year 
ago. The index ,of the value -of 
building permits issued and under 
construction (in 1957-1959 d-ollars) 
rec-orded a sizeable rise over a year 
ago with such large -construction pro-
jects as motels, apartment ,houses, 
government buildings and parking 
ramps currently being built. P-0stal 
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DULUTH BUSINESS INDICATORS - ORIGINAL DATA 

COMPONENT ORIGINAL DATA 
Sept. 1%8 Aug. 1%8 Sept. !967 

Freight Carloadings (Cars)* 9,367 I0,060 __ _cl~2~,6~65 
Bank Debits (Dollars in '000's) 248,337 254,898 !98,943 
Building Permits {Actual $ Value) 1,1 !9,2_4_4 ___ 3~,8_5_3~,7_1_7 __ 2,7~3~9 
Postal Receipts (Dollars)* 273,832 250.729 ___ 2_3_7,424 

:N=,~m~b=e=c:o~f=~T=el=e~p=ho=o=e=s=~I U==o=,ts=)=•===========~7~2~,~89-'-8~ ___ 72 __ 7_1 ,029 
Electric Power 

!Com. and \nd. K.W.H. in '000's) 25,853 --~2-'-7,'-'4"-06=-----=23,973 
_El_e_,•_, ,_; c_P_o_w_e_c ~(~R_e_s_. _K_.W_._H_. _;_,_._0_00_'_s )~ ___ 1_3_, _3_7_2 ____ 1_2,762 I I ,2 70 
Number of Electric Customers_' ______ 33,245 3~,29~ ___ 33,156 
Grain Shipments (Bushels in '000';) 33,2±!_ __ 3_7,943 __ ___c3cc0c.,.,3cc5'-'4 
Coal Receipts (Short Tons in '000's) 288 292 471 
Iron Ore Shipments (Gross Tons in '000 s) 1,676 2,070 1,604 '='c~--'-c'---c"-'-~c'-,-~~=~==-~"=~-----ccc'c-cc----:,; 
OJ-her Lake Cargo (Short Tons) 45,078 8~'._!_Q._2 _____ 47,625 
Duluth Nonagricultural Empl. I Persons) 43,400 
Duluth R;"t;;1 Sales 
State Metal Mining Empl. ( Persons) 
* Supplied by Duluth lndustri<'!I Bureau 
•* Reviced 

13.900 

43,600 

14,200 

DULUTH BUSINESS INDICATORS - INDEX NUMBERS 

42.300** 

14,900 

COMPONENT INDEX NUMBERS 
( 1957-1959=100) 

CHANGE 

Sept. Aug. Sept. 
1968 1968 1967 

Sept. '67 
te 

Sept. 'l8 

Aug. '68 
to 

Sept. 'lB 

Freight Carloadings 92 99 It l - 19 7 
=-a,-,"k"o=-e'b'1+",--~-----------,1'"'s=-s-~1 59--1-2_4 __ + 3 ! 4 
Building Permits* 168 --15_7 ___ 10_6 __ +62 + ! I 
7P-o,-t~e;-I "R-e-,e--;1-p"ts ________ ---17-2--1 58 149 + -23--+ !4 
NumberofTelephones 131 131 128 + 3 0 
Electric Power (Commercial & Industrial) 155 164 144 + 11 9 
cEc-'le~,"tc"1,'---cP-o-w-ec---i(=-R-es'ld'e-,-:,c-;,'1;-)----~----,-l6"3,----1"5c-6 138 + 25 + 7 
Number of Electric Customer:; 99 99 !00 l 0 
Grain Shipments 135 !54 123 + 12 19 
°C"o~e'l~R-:e-,~e-p;-lt-,--------------;8~7 89--1-4_3 ___ 5_6 ____ 2 

Iron Ore Shipments 185 229 177 + 8 - 44 
Other Lake Cargo 225 445 238 - 13 -220 
"'D-,;-1,--,th~N'o-,-,-g-,-:;,~,"lt_,;_e'l 'E;-m-. p'I-. ----- I 04 --1 0-5--1-02 * * + ~-2 
Duluth Retail Sales Index 132 I 56 138** 6 - 24 
5"t~,~te---,-M'e-:t-,;-I "M;-lo'l-,-g-,E;-m-p'I-. -------c87-__ 8_9 ___ 9_3 ____ 6 --_ -2 
=-'-"---~~o~v"'ER"A;-;L'L-------,1"3=-7 ---,1=ss __ 1_3_0--+--7---~l 8 

For Monthly Dota Bock to 1951 and for Sources of Data, see DULUTH BUSINESS INDICA-
ATORS 1964, A Publication of the Business and Economics Series of the S:icial Science; 
Rtcsearch Trust Fund, University of Minnesota, Duluth, 1964. 
• The Buildina Pcrmi.s Index is adjusted to reflect the amount oi c::n~tru~iion occurring 

during the ffio~th. 
** Revised 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, DULUTH 
DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55812 

receipts gained -over last year due in 
part to the increase in postal rates. 

The usage of electric power was 
significantly ahead of last September 
with the industrial and residential 
categories recording substantial gains .• 
Goal receipts were below a yea1· ago, 
the same as they have been every 
month in 1968. There has been a 
slackened demand for the product 
this year. · 

Grain shipmen.ts were 12 ,points 
higher than a year ago mainly be-
cause in 1967 there was a delay in 
resuming shipping after ,the settle-
ment of the labor dispute in the grain 
industry. Jr,on -0re shipments posted 
an eight point gain over a year ago 
when lower shipments reflected the 
mood of the national demand for 
ir-on ore. Lake cargo, other than 
grain, fell below last year's level 
mainly because -of less bulk scrap 
iro-n handled. 

Empl,oyment levels in Duluth were 
higher by nearl,y 1,200 workers in 
the Septembe1·, 1967 - September, 
1968 comparison. The bulk of the 
gain was among nonmanufacturing 
firms, mostly in construction, trans-
portation, retail trade and govern-
ment. The rate -0f unempl-0yment 
this September was 2.8%, one year 
ago it was ~.1 %. 

Empl,oyment in state metal mining 
fell bel,ow the year ago level by six 
points. Freight -carloadings were also 
down shar.ply from last year reflect-
ing the dro.p that ,occurred in the 
shipment of manufactured products. 
RETAIL TRADE, 

The unadjusted index of retail • 
trade sales v,olume (1957-1959=100) 
totaled 132 in September or 32 o/c 
ahove the average month in the 1957-
59 ·period. The September level re-
presents a drop of 4 % from the 
same month of a year ago. General 
merchandise stores were the big 
factors in the ·over-the-year dro,p. 

In comparing the .September level 
of unadjusted retail sales with the 
average of the preceding three Sep-
tember .figures, it was noted that 
current sales were 2 % below the 
three-year average. T-o ,date, how-
ever, overall retail sales are 3 <;{-
hi_gher than the same months in 1967. 
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