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• Restructuring of 
the genus   

–   Antirrhinum 
graniticum subsp. 
boissieri 

– Antirrhinum 
boissieri 

– Antirrhinum 
hispanicum 
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Taxonomy cont. 

• Common names:  Spanish 
snapdragon and Perennial 
snapdragon 

• Family:  Scrophulariaceae (Figwort 
family) 
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Native Habitat 

• Habitat:  Granite slopes; well-
drained soils; full sun 

• Climate:  Andalucia is arid; 
temperature affected by Sierra 
Nevadas 

• No known tendency to be invasive 



Taxonomic Description 

• Dwarf, well-branched 
plant 

• Erect habit 

• Lanceolate, 
alternate, hairy 
leaves 

• Bracts similar to 
leaves  

• Height up to 60 cm 

• Fibrous root system 
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Flowers 

• White to pink 

• Spike-like 

• Flowers held 
alternately 

• 2-10 flowers per 
spike 

• Blooms May 
through July 
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Cultivars on the Market 

http://www.whiteflowerfarm.com/23145-product.html 



Propagation Methods 

• Vegetative cuttings taken in early 
summer 

• Seed propagation by sowing seed 
on top of well-drained medium 

–Seeds very small 

–No known dormancy 

–Uneven germination 



Production Schedule 
 

• Plug stage (approximately 37 days) 

– Stage 1:  16 days 

– Stage 2:  6 days 

– Stage 3:  7 days 

– Stage 4:  8 days 

• Sowing to flower bud initiation:  65 days 

• Flower bud initiation to flowering 10-19 days 

• Total time:  10-12 weeks 



Cultural Requirements 

• Winter hardiness:  possibly zones 5-8 

• Superior heat and drought tolerance 

• High light levels 

• Long days 

• Do not over-fertilize 

• Well-drained media 

• No known regimen for plant growth regulators 

• Container:  288 plug; jumbo junior to gallon 

• Disease and insects:  unknown 

 

 



Market Niche 

• Mother’s Day 

• Spring bedding 
plant or 
herbaceous 
perennial 

• Competitors 
– Antirrhinum majus 

– Drought tolerant 
perennials like 
Nepeta spp. 

• Story:  This 
Spanish plant 
brings to mind 
the azure 
Mediterranean 
Sea, mountainous 
vineyards, and 
flamenco music 
by night 



Needs Assessment 
for Genetic Improvement 

• Uneven germination 

• Length of crop time 

• Tall, spindly height 
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