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From the Chancellor and Vice Chancellor 
 
Transitions are frequent events in everyone’s personal and professional lives. As transitions go, a change in the 
top leadership of a campus is a big and important transition. With the impending departure of the current 
chancellor, the naming of the interim chancellor, and the recruitment for the new chancellor underway, this is 
understandably a time of some uncertainty. Recognizing this, we wanted to share the steps we are taking to 
ensure smooth transitions. 
 
While transitions can be challenging, they generally go better with thorough planning, strong teamwork, and 
effective communication. As chancellor and vice chancellor, we have been engaged in these activities in our 
normal course of working together. Almost without exception, for the past three and a half years, we have 
had weekly two-hour updates where we have discussed the various issues in our portfolios, on campus, within 
the University of Minnesota system, and related to our surrounding region and state. We both found the 
other’s perspectives to be helpful, and we have especially appreciated having each other as sounding boards. 
We also knew that the information we shared would ensure continuing operations, should one of us need to 
step in for the other. 
 
In January, a transition will occur. Although it is earlier than we had initially anticipated, we are confident the 
transition will be smooth. The portfolios of the chancellor and vice chancellor are too large for one person, so 
we are presently discussing the appointment of an interim vice chancellor. While some responsibilities clearly 
lie with the chancellor, and some clearly lie with the vice chancellor, ownership of yet other responsibilities 
will be determined over the course of the next few weeks. Decisions regarding this appointment and 
respective portfolios will be announced as soon as possible. What works best for the campus during the 
interim and also sets the stage for the new chancellor will drive those decisions. 
 
The recruitment of the new chancellor is progressing very well and is ahead of the initial tentative schedule. 
Information regarding the recruitment can now be found on the AGB website: 
www.agbsearch.com/searches/chancellor-university-minnesota-crookston. Here you will find both the 
position advertisement and profile. Thanks to all of you who participated in the listening sessions that helped 
to craft these two documents. Please freely share this website with those who you think would be a good 
match for the campus. Also, please participate in the recruitment process during the on-campus interviews 
which are tentatively scheduled for March. 
 
We hope this information is helpful and reassuring. We know transitions can be challenging, and we are 
working together to ensure that these go as smoothly as possible. Fortunately, we also know that we can 

http://www.umcrookston.edu/
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count on each of you during the interim period and well into the future when the new chancellor arrives. 
Thank you and your patience for your understanding during these transitions.   
 
 
Fred Wood      Barbara Keinath 
Chancellor      Vice Chancellor, Academic and Student Affairs 
University of Minnesota Crookston   University of Minnesota Crookston    
 
 
 
Featured Events & Activities 
 
UMC’s Second Talk2Me 2.0 powered by PechaKucha Night, Tuesday, November 29 – 7 p.m., Evergreen Grill, 
Evergreen Hall 
 
Thursday Commons: Fall Semester Faculty and Student Research Day, Thursday, December 1 – Noon to 2 
p.m., Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center 
 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Activities Day (ANRAD), Friday, December 2 – 7:15 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
locations across campus; awards ceremony at 1 p.m., Lysaker Gym, UMC Sports Center 
 
Winterberry Craft and Vendor Bazaar Hosted by the UMC Horticulture Club and Natural Resources Club, 
Saturday, December 3 – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Bede Ballroom Sargeant Student Center, open to the public 
 
Santa Land Hosted by the Crookston Student Association, Saturday, December 3 – Noon to 2 p.m., 
International Lounge and Northern Lights Lounge, Sargeant Student Center, free and open to the public 
 
It’s a Wrap: “Cultivating Peace, Unity, and Civility During Changing Political Times,” Monday, December 5 – 
3 to 4:30 p.m., Bede Ballroom 
 
Last Day of Instruction for Fall Semester 2016, Friday, December 9 
 
UMC Choir Holiday Concert, Saturday, December 10 – 2 p.m., Hafslo Church, Polk County Museum Grounds, 
719 East Robert St., Crookston 
 
UMC Jazz Band Holiday Dance, Saturday, December 10 – 8 p.m. (immediately following UMC basketball 
game), Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center 
 
UMC Community Band Fall Concert, Sunday, December 11 – 7:30 p.m., Kiehle Auditorium 
 
Chancellor’s Office Open House, Monday, December 12 – 9 to 11 a.m., 107 Selvig Hall 
 
Final Exams for Fall Semester 2016, Monday, December 12 through Thursday, December 16 
____ 
 
For details on these and a comprehensive listing of other events or to discover what’s happening this week, 
visit UMC Today at www.crk.umn.edu/today, or review UMC’s news page at www.crk.umn.edu/news. 
Learn more about events across the entire University of Minnesota system via Brief, an online weekly internal 
news digest, at http://brief.umn.edu/. 

http://www.crk.umn.edu/today
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Around Campus 
 
Administrative Affairs – 
 
U of M President Eric Kaler has appointed Barbara Keinath, Ph.D., to serve as interim chancellor for the 
University of Minnesota Crookston. The tentative starting date for this appointment is January 1, 2017. In an 
email to the Crookston campus community, Kaler said, “As UMC's vice chancellor for academic and student 
affairs the past three years, Barbara has displayed outstanding leadership and has been active in representing 
UMC to the University's Board of Regents, alumni, community groups and others…Her experience in 
continuous improvement, accreditation, and student affairs provides additional breadth to her leadership. I 
am confident that she will provide steady and collaborative leadership as we move forward in our national 
search to find a replacement for outgoing Chancellor Fred Wood.” Kienath holds a Ph.D. in educational 
administration with a focus on higher education and policy from the University of Minnesota. She earned a 
Master of Arts in college student personnel from Michigan State University, and a B.A. in German also from 
Michigan State. 
 
Mike Berthelsen, interim vice president, U of M University Services, and a group of colleagues from the Twin 
Cities campus will visit UMC on Wednesday, November 30. The group will meet with Chancellor Wood and 
Vice Chancellor Keinath, tour the campus, and meet with UMC staff involved with facilities, operations, 
security, and emergency management. The U of M delegation also includes Monique MacKenzie, Capital 
Planning and Project Management; Brian Swanson, CFO, University Services; Ken Kerns, University Health and 
Safety; Matt Clark, police chief, UMPD; and Bill Paulus, Facilities Management. 
 
An open house will be held in the newly-renovated and reconfigured office suite for the UMC Office of the 
Chancellor on Monday, December 12, from 9 to 11 a.m. in 107 Selvig Hall. Students, faculty, and staff are 
invited to stop by to see the new space and enjoy light snacks and refreshments. 
 
 
Academic Affairs – 
 
Thursday Commons on December 1 will feature the Fall Semester Faculty and Student Research Day from 
Noon to 2 p.m., in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. Presenters include: 

• Sue Erickson, Office of Institutional Effectiveness, “Milestones and On-Track Indicators at UMC” 
• Venu Mukku, Ph.D., Math, Science and Technology Department, “Diversity in Natural Products – A 

Personal Journey” 
• Amrita Shenoy, Ph.D., Math, Science and Technology Department, “Impact of the DSRIP program on 

Preventable Hospitalization Rates in Southeast Texas” 
• Ashok Kumar Chanda, Ph.D., Northwest Research and Outreach Center 

 
 
More than 700 students from nearly 50 high schools, FFA chapters, and clubs are expected on campus on 
Friday, December 2, for Agriculture and Natural Resources Activities Day (ANRAD). The event, which includes 
roughly 20 different contests ranging from horticulture and forestry to ag mechanics, livestock, and sales, has 
been held on campus for more than 30 years. The day begins early with registration for the equine and the ag 
sales contests beginning at 7:15 a.m. An awards ceremony will be held at 1 p.m. in Lysaker Gymnasium, UMC 
Sports Center. The contests are overseen by Agriculture and Natural Resources Department faculty and staff 



with assistance from UMC students. Learn more at https://www.crk.umn.edu/agriculture-and-natural-
resources-activities-day. 
 
UMC Music and Theater will offer a number of events in December that are free and open to the public, 
some may accept free will offerings to support related activities. 

• UMC Choir Holiday Concert, Saturday, December 10, 2 p.m., Hafslo Church, Polk County Museum 
Grounds, 719 East Robert St., Crookston 

• UMC Jazz Band Holiday Dance, Saturday, December 10, 8 p.m. (immediately following UMC basketball 
game), Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center 

• UMC Community Band Fall Concert, Sunday, December 11, 7:30 p.m., Kiehle Auditorium 
 
 
Student Affairs – 
 
The next discussion in the It's a Wrap Series will be "Cultivating Peace, Unity, and Civility During Changing 
Political Times" on Monday, December 5, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. 
The entire campus community is welcome and encouraged to attend this event, which is sponsored by 
Diversity & Multicultural Programs, Counseling Services, and International Programs. 
 
Allison Foster has been hired as an area coordinator for the Office of Residential Life & Security Services. 
She holds a B.S. in sport and recreation management from UMC. Foster served as a community advisor (CA) 
and, subsequently, as a senior CA for Residential Life while a student at UMC. She began her new 
responsibilities on November 14. 
 
 
Financial Aid & Scholarships – 
 
UMC’s Office of Financial Aid & Scholarships has relocated from 170 Owen Hall to 4 Hill Hall, in the lower 
level. The new location is intended to offer greater convenience to students, as it is across the hall from the 
Office of the Registrar, and the Business Affairs Office is nearby in the adjacent Selvig Hall. Phone numbers for 
staff members remain the same. 
 
Jessica Benson has been hired as a student financial aid counselor for the Office of Financial Aid & 
Scholarships. She comes to UMC from St. Cloud State University (SCSU), Saint Cloud, Minn., where she served 
as a senior customer service specialist in SCSU’s Financial Aid Office. She has also worked in the area of 
customer service for Medtronic, Inc., Tractor Supply Company, and Wal-Mart. Benson holds a B.S. in biology 
with an ecology emphasis from SCSU and an A.A. in general studies from North Hennepin Community College 
in Brooklyn Park, Minn. She began her duties at UMC on November 21. 
 
 
International Programs – 
 
The Office of International Programs, Learning Abroad, and the Confucius Institute have moved to the office 
suite in 170 Owen Hall (the space formerly home to the Office of Financial Aid & Scholarships). The Office of 
Diversity & Multicultural Programs and the Office of Student & Family Experience will also move into this 
space in the next week. Phone numbers for all staff members remain the same. 
 
The Confucius Institute’s final Chinese cooking class of the season will be held on Thursday, December 8, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Crookston High School (room D110) as part of the Crookston Community Education 
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Program. Cost for the program is $20 ($5 to Community Education and $15 to the Confucius Institute). Call 
218-281-5078 to register. 
 
 
Technology Support Services – 
 
As the holiday season approaches, students, faculty, and staff are reminded to be cautious of online scams 
and questionable shopping sites. Everyone is encouraged to report any issues to the UMC Computer Help 
Desk at 218-281-8000. Phishing scams can be reported to  phishing@umn.edu. The United States Computer 
Emergency Readiness Team (US-CERT) and the U of M Office of Information Technology have useful 
information online to help avoid these risks: 

• United States Computer Emergency Readiness Team site: https://www.us-cert.gov/ 
• U of M Office of Information Technology site: http://phishing.it.umn.edu/ 

 
 
Development & Alumni Relations – 
 
More than $9,000 was raised for various UMC funds from 22 separate donations during Give to the Max Day 
on November 17. That amount includes a $3,000 incentive prize from the University of Minnesota Foundation 
awarded to one of the donations benefitting the UMC Athletic Support Fund. The Office of Development & 
Alumni Relations would like to extend sincerest thanks for each generous donation. 
 
The latest edition of Torch, the UMC alumni magazine, has been published with a cover story featuring Jane 
(Ewing Peterson) Provo of the class of 1968. Other stories feature alumni Captain Brian Hamilton 1985 and 
Chad Brooking 1994, current students Dalton Javner and Emily Gruber, and the legacy of the Northwest School 
of Agriculture’s “Little Brown Jug.” The magazine is available online at 
https://issuu.com/umcrookston/docs/1142_fall_torch_final. 
 
A check for more than $17,000 was recently presented to the University of Minnesota Crookston by the 
UMC Teambackers to support student-athlete scholarships. The donation was the result of funds raised in 
2016 during two golf tournaments—the Mark Olsonawski Golf Tournament and the UMC Teambackers Golf 
Classic—and the Justin Knebel Memorial Ice Fishing Tournament. Proceeds from the ice fishing tournament 
held in February 2016 allowed the Justin Knebel Memorial Scholarship to reach the $25,000, the amount 
necessary to endow a scholarship and making it possible for the fund to begin awarding scholarships to 
student athletes. 
 
 
University Relations – 
 
University Relations is seeking stories to share about University of Minnesota Crookston students and their 
accomplishments, with a goal of publishing these stories on UMC's Merit page 
(http://umcrookston.meritpages.com/). Merit is an online service designed to showcase student success by 
publicizing achievements like honors lists, participation in a club or activity, landing an internship, or studying 
abroad. Through its extensive network of media and other contacts, Merit helps disseminate these student 
achievements to the general public, schools, and legislators. To upload an accomplishment and photo, use the 
following link: https://umcrookston.meritpages.com/contributions/new. 
 
Currently, University Relations uses the Helios Calendar system for campus events and activities publicized 
online on the UMC Today Page (www.crk.umn.edu/today). In mid- to late December, UMC will transition 
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away from the Helios system and will begin utilizing the U of M’s online enterprise event portal for events 
and activities listings that will interface with the UMC Today Page. UMC’s webmaster, Amber Bailey, is 
working with U of M staff members to establish and format UMC’s event calendar using this new system, 
which will have a significantly different look and feel compared to the current system. To get a sense of the 
new events listing system, go to https://events.umn.edu. Further information about this new events listing 
and calendar system will be shared with the campus community via email as the transition progresses.  
 
 
Athletics – 
 
UMC Golden Eagle football players Adam Connette, a junior communication major from Corona, Calif., and 
Will Cross, a freshman management major from Turtle Lake, Wis., were named Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference (NSIC) North Division All-Conference Honorable Mention. Connette had his best season as a 
Golden Eagle in 2016, setting single-season receiving records with 72 catches for 760 yards and five 
touchdowns. Earlier this season, he set the mark for all-time receptions and receiving yards, surpassing Mark 
Olsonawski and Carl Aho. Connette has 177 career receptions for 2,059 yards and still has one year remaining 
with the Golden Eagles to add to that. He was named All-NSIC Second Team as a sophomore. Cross, a first-
time All-NSIC honoree, led the Golden Eagles with 90 tackles in his first season playing for UMC. His best game 
came with 18 tackles against University of Mary. He tallied 12 tackles against Southwest Minnesota State 
University. Cross will look to help anchor the defense for years to come as he has three more years to play for 
the Golden Eagles. 
 
Golden Eagle men's basketball player Harrison Cleary, a freshman sport and recreation management major 
from Oak Creek, Wis., was named Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC) North Division Player of 
the Week on November 14 after averaging 27.5 points and 5.0 rebounds per game the preceding weekend in 
games against Southwest Baptist University and Lincoln University of Missouri. Cleary helped lead UMC to the 
first season-opening win since 2012 and is the first UMC men's basketball player to earn the NSIC honor since 
Akeem Cubie in 2009. 
 
The UMC Golden Eagle Hunt Seat Equestrian Team traveled to a pair of home shows at the University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities held the weekend of November 12-13. The team earned High Point Team honors 
during the Sunday, November 13, show. Learn more. 
http://www.goldeneaglesports.com/news/2016/11/16/equestrian-hunt-seat-umc-hunt-seat-equestrian-
takes-home-high-point-team-honors-at-u-of-m-sunday.aspx  
 
 
Campus and Community 
 
University of Minnesota Crookston student clubs and organizations will host many activities for children at 
the annual Santa Land on Saturday, December 3, from Noon to 3 p.m. in the Northern Lights Lounge and 
International Lounge of Sargeant Student Center. In addition to the activities, attendees will have the 
opportunity for photos with Santa Claus, Mrs. Claus, and their helpful elves. Sponsored by the Crookston 
Student Association (CSA), this event is free and open to the public. Cookies and cider will be provided. 
 
The Winterberry Craft and Vendor Bazaar will be held on Saturday, December 3, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. Hosted by the UMC Horticulture Club and Natural Resources Club, 
the event is free and open to the public. Local crafters and vendors will have many handmade gifts for sale 
including jewelry, crafts, clothing, toys, bags, food products, holiday items, plants, and more. 
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The U.S. Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration (EDA) recently announced that 
the University of Minnesota Crookston (UMC) has again been named the EDA University Center for 
Minnesota. The EDA University Center grant is managed at UMC, and is a partnership of UMC and the 
University of Minnesota Extension Center for Community Vitality. EDA funding extends to 2021 the original 
grant award that has funded services in Greater Minnesota; it expands funding to include communities within 
the Twin Cities that face economic distress. This partnership has created statewide applied research and 
education that enhances the effectiveness of economic development strategies at local, regional, and tribal 
levels. Over the past five years, EDA-affiliated faculty and staff have produced more than 50 applied research 
reports for more than 60 community partners. These reports inform local action and policy responding to 
economic emergencies such as the avian flu, and economic opportunities such as business retention and 
expansion. 
 
The Crookston City Council, including newly elected members who will begin their terms in January 2017, 
toured the UMC campus on the evening of Monday, November 28. Highlights of the tour included the new 
Wellness Center, Heritage Hall, and the Undergraduate Collaborative Learning and Experiential Applied 
Research (UCLEAR) Lab in Dowell Hall. The Council also met with Chancellor Wood and members of UMC’s 
Executive Committee before holding its regular meeting in Bede Ballroom. At that meeting a report on the 
accomplishments and current activities of the Crookston Campus-Community Connection (C4) was provided. 
 
 
University of Minnesota System 
 
Michelle Behr, Ph.D., has been appointed chancellor of the University of Minnesota Morris by U of M 
President Eric Kaler. Behr holds a Ph.D. in geography and a master's degree in anthropology, both from 
Arizona State University, and a bachelor's degree in anthropology with honors from the University of 
California, Santa Cruz. She comes to Morris from Birmingham-Southern College in Birmingham, Alabama, 
where she has served since 2014 as provost, senior vice president for academic affairs, and dean of the 
college. In that role, she oversees approximately 100 full-time faculty and 65 non-tenure track faculty and 
staff, and leads all academic departments, the curriculum, academic records, the college library, advising, and 
BSC's special programs, including those in leadership, honors, international study, and service-learning. Behr 
has also served as associate provost for academic initiatives at Western New Mexico University as well as 
acting dean at the University of Northern Colorado. In 2005-2006, she was selected as an American Council on 
Education Fellow. Her appointment at Morris is set to begin on February 6, 2017, pending U of M Board of 
Regents approval. 
 
 
Accolades 
 
Eddie Walker has successfully defended his dissertation to earn his Ph.D. in educational foundations and 
research from the University of North Dakota in Grand Forks, N.D. The title of his dissertation is “Examining 
Multiple Methods of Analysis to Guide the Development of a Postsecondary Institution Rating System.” With 
the completion of his Ph.D., Walker earns the rank of assistant professor in his tenure-track position. He serves 
as a faculty member in the Business Department with primary focus on the sport and recreation management 
major. 
 
Nathan Purrington, an agricultural systems management lecturer in the Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Department, was presented with an award for FFA Advisor of the Year at the Minnesota Farm Bureau 
Federation (MFBF) Awards Banquet held Friday, November 18, during the 98th Annual Meeting in 
Bloomington, Minnesota. 



 
 
Student Stories 
 
University of Minnesota Crookston Senior Pratima Thapaliya has found her home away from home. Far from 
Kathmandu, Nepal, she shares that she misses the life she led back in Nepal but has come to find a whole new 
way of living in Crookston. It was not easy for Thapaliya to come to the United States; nonetheless, she 
persevered, endured, and found a way. Learn more. 
https://www.crk.umn.edu/news/senior-pratima-thapaliya  
 
Dipping her canoe paddle into the tranquility of the Boundary Waters is one of the purest forms of 
happiness known to University of Minnesota Crookston Senior Trina Weisel. The elementary education 
major from Alexandria, Minn., spent the last six summers at the Northern Lakes Canoe Base, first as a camper 
and later as a guide taking Girl Scouts ages 12-18 on trips through the pristine wilderness of northern 
Minnesota. Learn more.  
https://www.crk.umn.edu/news/senior-trina-weisel  
 
 
 
*********************  
Publication notes:  E-Update is published by the Office of University Relations at the University of Minnesota 
Crookston approximately twice each month except for May, June, July, and December, when it is published 
only once.  Issues are posted online at www.crk.umn.edu/units/university-relations/campus-e-update. If you 
have any questions regarding the information in this news update, please send them to urumc@umn.edu. The 
University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 
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