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Born and raised in North Saint Paul, as
a young man Jonathan moved away for
a brief period of time to earn a Bache-
lors of Science in Business Management
from Hamline University. After college he
worked for 3M, and married his wife Me-
gan. Though he enjoyed working for 3M,
John wanted to do something more mean-
ingful. With the encouragement of his wife
Jon earned a Masters degree in Public
Policy from the University of Minnesota.
Remembering “extraordinary small town”
feel of North Saint Paul Jon from his youth,
Jonathan and his wife moved back to North
Saint Paul to raise their children Tyler and
Cindy. John enjoys cooking for his fam-
ily. He has recently taken up running and
wants to run the Tour de North Saint Paul
5K. John has made Southwood his mid-
point during his runs, stopping to enjoy the
natural surroundings. John always greets
others with a warm welcoming smile.

John has been a North Saint Paul City
Council member for nearly two full terms
and takes his responsibilities seriously.

Long Term Resident

Occupation: North Saint Paul

Marital Status: Married
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Age: 48

His work is challenging, but rewarding.
He's especially proud of the mission, vi-
sion, and core values that he helped the
city administration develop. John Feels
that his on the Parks and Recreation Com-
mission is particularly important. While
working on the North Saint Paul Park Im-
provement Plan he came to understand
that well maintained parks and open spac-
es provide value by maintaining proper-
ty values, and attracting new residents
and even businesses. So much work goes
into maintaining the parks. The commis-
sion needs to connect with and be open
to community residents, but coordinating
and getting the word out can be difficult.
John sees the connection between parks
and natural spaces, but bridging the gap
using and restoring/preserving can be dif-
ficult. With so many community parks to
attend to, John often feels that the nat-
ural spaces don't get the attention they
deserve by residents or administration.




Jeanette is a member of the North Metro

chapter of the Minnesota Master Natural-
ists. She is a Master Naturalist for North
St Paul at Southwood Nature Reserve.
She is currently retired, but took cours-
es at a community college and worked at
a local feed mill. She is athletic and not
concerned overly with appearance; she
carries a flip-phone. She is married and
has one child who has graduated college.
She is involved with the community and
attends Parks & Recreation meetings to
keep up to date with issues and events.

Since a young age she has been interest-
ed in gardening and maintains a plot near
her home. Because part of maintaining a
garden is pulling out weeds and invasive
plants, she is familiar with the different
varieties of weeds. She takes joy in cre-
ating a natural, beautiful space that pro-
duces fruits and vegetables well into fall,
which she shares with family and friends.

She is involved with the community and
attends Parks & Recreation meetings as

Master Naturalist Volunteer
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well as Southwood Task Force meetings to
keep up to date with issues and events. Her
current pet project includes working with
Boy Scouts to build bat houses and making
sure signage for the park is kept in good
condition. She spends weekends pulling
out invasive plants with volunteers, which
she finds fulfilling and allows her to feel
ownership over the Southwood Preserve.




Bernie is a current City Staff Represen-
tative for the EAC. He studied Commu-

nications and Natural Science at the Val-
praiso University and got his Master in
Public Relations at Hamline University.
He settled down in North St. Paul with his
wife after completing his degree. He be-
came a member of the EAC a year and a
half ago. He is very invested in his work
and loves to share new information he
finds with others. Research is a big part
of his job and he has to be well informed
on the topics of every meeting. Bernie is
a very organized person which helps in his
work on the Commission. He is married
and has two girls ages 4 and 6 and makes
sure he gets time to spend with his fami-
ly. They enjoy going to the park and going
on family vacations. They also own a little
Jayco popup and enjoy being outdoors.

He is married and has two girls ages 4 and
6 and makes sure he gets time to spend
with his family. They enjoy going to the
park and going on family vacations. They
also own a little Jayco pop up and enjoy

Existing Resident
Occupation: EAC
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being outdoors. Their love of outdoors
brings them to the Southwood Nature
Preserve many weekends. His girls love to
look at the different flowers and leaves. He
noticed that it is usually very quiet and not
a lot of other people fill the preserve. They
have touched on the topic of Southwood
once or twice in his EAC meetings, but the
subject has not really been brought up too
much. He hope that this will change in the
future and they can find some research and
ideas to expand the population in the area.

Marital Status: Married



Alex is a 24-year-old Science teacher tak-
ing her first job at Cowern Elementary
school after student teaching at UWM. She
has been in a serious relationship for two
years and has a 1 and a half-year-old bea-
gle named Stella. She loves to exercise and
is a big runner. She loves to take Stella and
occasionally can drag her boyfriend along.
She is also training for her first half mara-
thon. Her husband's career moved them to
the North St. Paul area and they have just
moved into their new ranch home. She is
excited to start her new teaching job and
meet her students. She is a very interactive
teacher and loves finding new ways to get
her students learning and involved. She
heard about Southwood Nature preserve
from a local resident and is excited to check
it out. This could be a place for her to take
her students, go for a jog, and walk Stella.

Her husband's career moved them to the
North St. Paul area and they have just
moved into their new ranch home. She is
excited to start her new teaching job and
meet her students. She is a very interac-

New Resident
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tive teacher and loves finding new ways
to get her students learning and involved.
Her previous experience has shown her
that getting students to interact with the
environment and learn in a hands on way
can be very successful. She heard about
Southwood Nature preserve from a local
resident and is excited to check it out. This
could be a place for her to take her stu-
dents, goforajog, and walk Stella. Hopeful-
ly it is a place where her students can roam
freely and really explore the environme




Eva is very active both physically and in
terms of her children's schooling. She
used to be a marathon runner, but time-
-and a past injury--has quickly dimin-
ished that hobby down to local 5-10k
races. She tries to live green, preferring
to grow her own produce versus buy it
due to nutrition benefits. She takes dai-
ly speed walks through the park with
their 6 year old collie. She works from
home nowadays for the Tribune, but has
a lot of experience with other newspapers
around the country. From time to time,
she writes columns for the North St. Paul
news about achieving healthy lifestyles.

She is very involved in the PTA at both
the elementary school and middle school,
and is trying to pursue field trip plans that
involve nature, and educational scaven-
ger hunts. She does not attend city hall
meetings and is not completely aware
of how the city government works, but
she does vote during official elections.

Eva lived in North St. Paul for the first 18

Long Term Resident
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years of her life, then went to St. Thomas
University to study communications and
journalism in St. Paul. She graduated with
honors, and had various jobs writing about
conservation efforts in the areas where she
worked. Among those areas were Chicago
IL; Minneapolis MN; Detroit MI; Syracuse
NY; and Madison WI. After 20 years, she
moved back to North St. Paul because of
all her positive memories from childhood
and the strong community spirit involved.
Thus, she prefers to work from home while
working for the Tribune, and has a part
time office in North St. Paul to work out of.

She spends a lot of time going to parks not
only for exercise, but also spiritual well be-
ing as she found spiritual healing very ef-
fective for her mind while she went through
surgery on her knee. Also, she likes to in-
vestigate good sites for potential field trips
for the schools. Now that her kids have
been to most of the parks in North St. Paul,
Oakdale and Maplewood, she is looking to
find more places to go. As of yet she has
not heard of Southwood Nature Preserve.































































