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MEMORIAL FUND ESTABLISHED FOR DONALD OLSON 

Duluth A memorial fund has been established by the University of 

Minnesota, Duluth (UMD) Department of Physics for Donald E. Olson, UMD 

professor of physics, who died June 25. 

The Donald E. Olson Memorial Fund will assist undergraduate and high 

school students in science and mathematics. 

Olson . was a member of UMD's physics department since 1954. He was 

internationally known, particularly for the electrical "field mills" he 

developed. These were used to measure the electrical field at the surface 

of the Earth. They were in demand worldwide. 

Olson was especially effective in attracting and teaching young people 

the intricacies of instrumental design. He was often called upon to 

demonstrate his instructional apparatus at meetings of the American 

Association of Physics Teachers. 

Before joining the faculty at UMD, Olson taught at Superior State 

College (now the University of Wisconsin - Superior) and at Luther L. 

Wright High School and Gogebic Junior Junior College in Ironwood, Mich. 

He held a master's degree in physics from the University of Wisconsin. 

He also studied at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and at the 
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Atomic Energy Commission in Oak Ridge, Tenn. 

He was a member of the American Geophysical Union, American 

Association of Physics Teachers, Sigma Xi Fraternity, and the Society of 

Terrestial Magnetism and Electricity of Japan. He served as both president 

and vice president of the Minnesota Area Association of Physics Teachers. 
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