
“Voice to Vision: Thu Pham”  
 

2019.  Acrylic on wood.   22 3/4” w x 8” h. 
 
Collaboration between Thu Pham, David Feinberg, J. Wren Supak, Beth Andrews, Kimchi Hoang, 
and Miki Schumacher. Sara Feinberg, video. Miki Schumacher and Olivia Nortwen, writers. 
 
Thu Pham escaped from Vietnam in 1980 on a crowded boat with 82 people. He remembers the first day on which he woke up 
and saw the beautiful sunrise, and he thought about what a beautiful day it would be to escape. This sunrise is represented 
with the red used on the left side of the piece. The water was very smooth on the first day. 
 
On the second day, the sea started to become stormy. This is shown by the gray color, as everything became dark. By the third 
day, the storm was very violent and it was the scariest day of the storm. There were waves that reached 3 stories high and they 
thought they were going to die. Thu darkened the color used for the third day to represent their desperation. The boat was 
filling with water and started to sink, and the people knelt and prayed. While some people prayed, Thu and others lined up and 
bailed water using buckets. They took turns every hour and this lasted for the entirety of the third day. 
 
On the fourth day, the storm cleared. Their boat encountered a fishing boat with pirates that wanted to rob them. The fishing 
boat had their nets out, but still followed Thu’s boat for hours. The people on Thu’s boat knew that the pirates would 
eventually attack, so all 60 adults grabbed whatever they could find and held the items up as weapons to intimidate the 
pirates. Seeing they were outnumbered and that the people on Thu’s boat were ready to fight, the pirates backed off. 
 
On the last day Thu arrived in waters near the borders of Thailand and Malaysia. One woman on the boat knew how to make 
smoke signals, and they signaled for help. People from the UN came to rescue them, and Thu was taken to a refugee camp in 
Malaysia where he stayed for one year. He then moved to a refugee camp in Indonesia for one year, and then came to the 
Unites States in 1982.  
 
 
 


