Jor relesse on receipt UlD lews Service

Sailing in pwwer and studying in winter has brought & 36-year—old
sean of 19 years' experience on frosh and salt water within shert months
of his goal=-a Bachelor of Arts degree--siter 17 years of study in day
“lasses, night classes and correspandence work.

Gordon We Olson, 1425 East Second sircet, &
and econordes at UMD, avers, havever, et he vodlR
dogree is safely tucked away next Junes

%I just 1ike to lewrn amything new and lnportant in this wordde The
dogroe is kind of a meagwresent of achicvement that has beckonod w one

It%s & good ingumance policy if I want to get into some other kind of
work, but T ke to Yook upon it move as & milestons in the conbiming
rrocess of & mnts education.® _

liis travels to many parts of the world on ships of the Merchant lMrine
in Uorld War ITI, including the high~octane gasoline-carrying tankers
[Hogion San Jose and Misslon Ban luls Oulspo, and on peace~time tankers
have broadened his eutleok and wderstandlag. '

“Iits & revelation when you gee thess countries as they actually are,
2ot as Hoblywood deplcts them. You eee matdves lacking even prizdtive
‘wmere and wodesty living in the shadovs of splendid palaces, and you
“ipweciate how different the culiure of seue other comtries is.”

“Dut 1t den®t &)1 in fevor of America, Ve can see places in the
harbor areas of /merican ports that would :ake any self-respecting Anerican
winge—-lile the harbor tom where the enly place and time children can
plony is & parking lot after the cars are gone.”
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How thind mte on the Wilson Trungit Co.'s Frank R. Demton, a 580-foct,
14,000~ton iren and coal carrier, Clson has served as first mte on ocean—
going vessels,

He plans soon to take emsdnabions for a Masterts license which would
entitle hinm to a Great Iakes vesscl capiainey if it becomes available,

He foresess big changes in Grest Lakes shipping, some of them already
undermy with the change in types and locatien of iren ore shipping. Cospletion
of the Ste lawrence semway will bring in muy salbwater vessels and ssilore
fyou world porte. '

"Those saltwater crews have serething new and different to experience
in & Great lakes storm," Olsen declares, "A lake storm produces short,
choppy waves that really shake you—not the long, towering swells of an
secan storm on which ships usually can ride." .

A graduate of Superior Centrul, Olsen began his college work at Superius
State Teachers college in 1941, Dver since he has plugged may at his
By Ae vequirements, uswlly getting no move than the winter quarter in
sach year and sailing the rest of the year, He also has taken correspondence
and extension work from the U of ¥, le hus studied at UMD since moving teo
Duluth in 1959.

Bosides the persomal enjoyment of laarning, Olson is spwred by
the eonvietion that he can give more to his fasily through a better educatione

Harried to a registered nurse, Olson enjoys wh much time as his buay
yoararound schedule permits with his threo youngsters, a daughter 11 and
4o boys, 6 and 3.

Occaslonally Mrs. Olson sccorganies him on a trip down the lakes, &
privilege occasionally enjoyed by ship'es officers.
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Otherwise fandily visits during sailing season are linited to the
few hours? #opover while his ship is loading, ranging from 2} hours to a
full day. :

But even during the constant shuttling from one end of the lakes chain
to the other, Olson finds enjoyment from his studies.

"hen I began sailing, I didn't knay much aboub the lake. But through
college courses I have learned a lot about the geology of the lakeshore
and the lake botbom. I kmow something about the early appearance of the
lake, the lake's origimal three outlets, the mineral centent of its shores,®

Trou get a lot move out of your werk and your life when you know
mubmnry&uuueow
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